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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

in downtown

WESTFIELD
July 20, 21 & 22

Don’t Miss the Bargains!
Shopping • Dining • Entertainment

Many stores open late Thursday evening

For further information call: 908-789-9444
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See us in the Verizon Yellow Pages.
Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a

Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.
(908) 789-9000INJURY CASES

Jim Hely

Graduation of Police Trainees Brings Pride
To County Police Academy Director Parenti

By STEPHEN CHIGER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Editor’s Note: The following is the
beginning of a summer series of ar-
ticles on law enforcement leaders in
Union County. This week’s story fo-
cuses on former Fanwood Police
Chief and current Union County
Police Academy Director Anthony
Parenti.

*  *  *  *  *
Before they hit the streets, police

officers need to hit the books.
Here in Union County, that means

spending almost five months at the
John H. Stamler Police Academy in

boxer Gerry Cooney, whose once
undefeated record won him a shot at
the World Boxing Council World
Heavyweight title back in the early
1980s.

The academy also boasts some of
the most up-to-date audio-visual
equipment. “One of the prides that
we do have at the academy is that we
have an extraordinary audio-visual
department,” Mr. Parenti said.

According to him, the equipment
is so powerful that police agencies
from other towns will bring in photos
or recordings to be enhanced at the
facilities.

some of its recruitment troubles, par-
ticularly in terms of a disproportion-
ately male class.

“Women aren’t for some reason
attracted to this business,” said Mr.
Parenti, noting that women make up
less than 5 percent of each training
group.

He said that other academy direc-
tors have noted similar troubles, but
that because individual police de-
partments recruit students, and not
the academies, he is limited in his
ability to solve the problem. Mr.
Parenti said he was less concerned
about the enrollment levels of Afri-

treatment through connections.
“Whether we like it or not,

oftentimes to be hired by a munici-
pality, aside from tests, you really
have to be known in the community,”
said Mr. Parenti, who served 41 years
as a police officer. Because munici-
palities don’t have to pay for officers
in the alternate route program, these
individuals can become attractive
candidates.

Still, Mr. Parenti said he was some-
what disappointed that the initiative
did not seem to be encouraging more
women and minorities to join the
force. In this summer’s class, about
10 cadets will come from the alter-
nate route program, which has been
in operation since 1998. The acad-
emy has been testing the program
since 1992, the year it started offer-
ing classes.

In fact, the Stamler Academy, run
by the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office and the Union County Police
Chiefs Association, is a relatively
new building.

Since its inception in the mid-
1940s, it has borrowed space from a
number of different agencies.

For example, in 1956, when Mr.
Parenti was a cadet, classes were
held in the National Guard Armory
in Westfield.

Mr. Parenti said it was at the acad-
emy that he discovered the adminis-
trative side of policing. Were it not
for his training there, he said he
would likely have left the force.

“Police work to me was an order of
maintenance,” said Mr. Parenti. “I
didn’t realize there was another di-
mension to this.” But the academy
did deepen his understanding, and
Mr. Parenti went on to serve as the
Fanwood Police Chief for 22 years
before taking the helm of the acad-
emy in 1998.

These days, he spends his time
coordinating and seeking out volun-
teer instructors, of which the acad-
emy has about 90, and working with
the academy’s administrative staff,
which number closer to five.

“All of our instructors are volun-
teers,” said Mr. Parenti, noting that
most of them come from various
police agencies throughout the
county.

Mr. Parenti said the most difficult
part of his work is seeing trainees
torn between family commitments
and their jobs. “This is how their
career is going to be,” he said.

Still, he said his greatest pleasure
is “to see them (trainees) graduate
and become police officers.”

Scotch Plains. Annually, the facility
trains approximately 100 officers in
fields ranging from firearm use, gang
awareness and report writing.

With a handful of paid employees
and an army of volunteers, Police
Academy Director Anthony Parenti
oversees it all.

Next Friday will mark the 85th
session of classes, and as the new
semester is about to begin, The
Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood caught up
with the former Fanwood Police Chief
to talk about his work.

Tucked in the corner of the Union
County Vocational-Technical
Schools’ parking lot, the academy
might not be the most visible build-
ing, but among facilities of its cali-
ber, it is certainly well-known.

For example, the program boasts
self-defense instruction from former

And courses don’t just stop after
graduation, either. The Stamler Acad-
emy is home to a pantheon of ad-
vanced seminars, used to train offic-
ers long after they have graduated.

In the coming months, the ad-
vanced program looks to receive in-
creased turnout, due to a Union
County mandate that all its police
officers receive training about racial
profiling.

Glamour notwithstanding, if the
phrase “police academy” conjures
images of the comedy series from the
1980s, think again. According to Mr.
Parenti, his outfit is para-militiary,
and strictly operated that way. This
means students must keep their hair
trimmed, call instructors “sir,” and
salute all outranking officers — that’s
everyone, if you’re a cadet.

But if the academy shares the
military’s discipline, it also shares

can-Americans and Hispanics, of
which he said there is a good amount.

Nevertheless, there have been some
changes to the way the academy at-
tracts officers. In the past, recruits were
only sent to the academy by police
departments who had hired a new
employee. If the departments were in
the county, admission would be free.

Now, county residents can side-
step the job search and receive their
training first, provided they have
taken a minimum of 60 college cred-
its and that they are willing to pay
between $2,500 and $3,000 for the
training.

This method, called the alternate
route program, has its advantages.

Besides what Mr. Parenti estimates
is a 98 percent placement rating, he
said the program puts officers on
equal footing with other job appli-
cants, who might gain preferential
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Scotch Plains Parks Kids
Enjoy Competitive Games

In Summer Filled With Fun
Editor’s Note: The following are

activities held recently as part of the
summer program.

*  *  *  *  *
Farley Park Update:
Treasure Hunt: The Blue Bomb-

ers and Red Flames tied for the trea-
sure. The Blue Bombers were lead-
ing but Tasha Farmer of the Red
Bombers helped her team by finding
the pot of gold!

Kickball Game:
Dio’s Team vs. The Knicks: The

game started with Dio’s team lead-
ing by 6.

However, Dwayne Otha of the
Knicks caught the ball for three outs
which helped boost the energy of the
team. But this boost was not enough
to stop the Dios. The final score was
10-9.

In addition, Davi Claiborne was
the winner of the Nok hockey tour-
nament.

Brookside:
A boys vs. girls kickball game was

held at the park which ended with the
boys winning 15-10. Marc Gaglioti
homered and knocked in three RBI’s.

The Convery Brothers combined for
three singles, a triple and three RBI’s
while the Coloney brothers connected
with two singles, a double, two triples
and four RBI’s.

Kelly Monroy led the girls with a
home run and three RBI’s, while
Lauren Buckley singled and knocked
in a run.

Green Forest:
In a Nok Hockey Tournament held

at the park, in the 6-and 7-year-old
category, Danny Syring took first
place, Amanda Ekstrand finished
second, and Tommy Grill took third
place.

For the 8-and 9-year-olds, Rahid
Cornejo took first place and Mike
Lee finished second followed by
Brian Canfield.

In the 10-and 11-year-olds cat-
egory, Billy Buckland took first,
Antonio Albano came in second and
Leo Rosenblat finished in third place.

Lester Nare scored five goals in a
soccer match and Joe Delprete had
two assists.

Max DelNegro scored two goals in
the game and Leo Rosenblat had
three goals.

JAMES SORGER, M.D.
an affiliate of Paramount Medical Group

is pleased to announce that

SUMITA BERY, M.D., F.A.A.P.
Board Certified in Pediatrics and Adolescent Medicine

Will be joining him in practice at

1156 SPRINGFIELD AVENUE, MOUNTAINSIDE
(908) 233-8860

Hours by Appointment

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ENTERING THE RACE...Freeholder Robert Jeffrey Schundler, left, discusses
issues with The Westfield Leader and The Times Publisher, Horace R. Corbin,
center, and Sports Editor/Assistant Publisher David B. Corbin.

Photos Courtesy of the John H. Stamler Police Academy
BASIC TRAINING...A little over 100 recruits train at the John H. Stamler Police Academy each year. According to
Director Anthony Parenti, the graduation rate is close to 100 percent. The facility, located in Scotch Plains, has been
offering classes since 1992. Mr. Parenti, in the inset at right, was the Fanwood Police Cheif for 22 years before taking his
current post at the academy.


