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After all these years, Valley National Bank is still providing the best deals
for our customers and our community. Stop into any Valley branch or 
call us and start enjoying ValleyRewards today.

[

[Introducing

ValleyRewardsSM

For New 
Checking Account

Customers

©2001 Valley National Bank. Member FDIC. Member Federal Reserve System. ValleyRewards—this limited-time offer is available to new Valley personal checking account customers only and may be withdrawn 
without prior notice. The ValleyRewards checking accounts will be free of service fees and minimum balance requirements for a 24-month period commencing on the day of account opening. Other fees will apply. First
order of 200 Safety Style checks will be free of charge. At the conclusion of the 24-month period, service fees and minimum daily balance fees applicable to the Convenience Checking Account program will apply, as
published in Valley’s then-current Schedule of Fees brochure. Offer limited to one ValleyRewards checking account per new customer. 

■  FREE checking for two years

■  First 200 checks absolutely FREE

When you’re approved for a Valley Check Card, you’ll 
also receive:

■  A $25 grocery certificate to a neighborhood 
supermarket

■  10-cent reward credit every time you make 
a purchase with your Valley Check Card

1-800-522-4100 ~ www.valleynationalbank.com

Banking / Just like it’s supposed to be.®

[
75 years 

125 branches
Same roots

Just like it’s supposed to be.

[

15 East Broad St. Westfield, NJ
908-654-6440

IN UNION COUNTY, IT’S:

FOR CELLULAR PHONES, BEEPERS & PAGERS

StaStaStaStaStay Ofy Ofy Ofy Ofy Offffff R R R R Route 22oute 22oute 22oute 22oute 22
Find Everything You Want
Locally & Conveniently
Including:
• Cellular Plans
   For Everyones Needs
• Personalized
   Service

Fax : 908-654-6441

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION

OWNER OPERATED • SERVING UNION CO.

A
• Life Insurance
• Disability Insurance
• Long Term Care
• Employee Benefits

      908.233.0920
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To Institute Spending Freeze and Stop the Bleeding
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Democrats’
State Senate candidate in the new 22nd
Legislative District, Joseph S. Suliga,
said that faced with billions of dollars
of debt, the next Governor will have to
“stop the bleeding” by instituting a
state spending freeze.

Mr. Suliga has been called the Demo-
crats’ best fiscal “watchdog” on former
Governor Christine Todd Whitman’s
fiscal policies. He serves as the second
ranking Democrat on the powerful
Assembly Appropriations Committee.

“Governor Whitman dropped the ball
big time,” he said. “The debt that we
have gone in for farmland preservation
is a mess.”

He said the state “is taxing people to
pay for quality of life for the farms.
That’s to the tune of $100 million a
year just in raw dollars.”

“When you bond (to pay for such a
program), the debt becomes even more.
That is money which could have been
used for direct tax relief,” the Assem-
blyman explained. He added that the
state is up to $1.4 billion a year in debt
that also could have gone to property

tax relief.
He said the new Governor in January

“will have to stop the bleeding” by
issuing a state spending freeze.

Mr. Suliga noted that he voted against
the School Construction Act, “Not be-
cause I don’t believe in building new
schools; of course we should build new
schools. But when we are spending the
money we should be responsible
enough to say where the money is
coming from. There is no mechanism
for $8.6 billion of debt. Yet we are
spending the money.”

Mr. Suliga voted against the last two
income tax cuts put through by the
Legislature, stating that he felt the
money could have been used for prop-
erty tax relief. He also said local school
boards need to “get tighter” in control-
ling property tax increases.

In addition to serving as a legislator,
Mr. Suliga is the chief financial officer
of Linden, a city with 39,000 residents,
a budget of $58 million and tax levy of
$24 million. The city has had a zero
percent tax increase on the municipal
side the past three years, he stated.

“It (property tax relief) is a competi-
tion of (financial) support from the
state and at the same time controlling
spending at the local level,” the Assem-
blyman explained.

When the state’s new redistricting
map was approved this spring, it moved
Mr. Suliga’s hometown of Linden from
the 20th to the 22nd District, a district
that includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Clark, Winfield, Green Brook, North
Plainfield, Plainfield and Rahway.

Assemblyman Suliga, who had little
chance of moving to the upper house
since his district was represented by
veteran State Senator Raymond
Lesniak (D-20th) of Elizabeth, is run-
ning for the Senate seat being vacated
by retiring Acting Governor and Sen-

ate President Donald T. DiFrancesco
of Scotch Plains.

In his eight years in the State Assem-
bly, Mr. Suliga said he has always tried
to focus on issues that make a differ-
ence to New Jerseyans.

From his bill written to stop under-

age smoking to legislation aimed at
funding wigs for women going through
chemotherapy, Mr. Suliga is now look-
ing at advancing these types of laws in
the upper house of the legislature.

Mr. Suliga noted that his new district
is much more competitive than his
present district, although he said the
new 22nd District leans 60 to 40 per-
cent in favor of Democrats. He stated
that 70 percent of the district includes
areas that he did not previously repre-
sent in the 20th District.

“I think that state issues are basi-
cally the same. They have the same
needs, the same desires,” he explained.

Recreation Summer Sports
Camps

Registration is currently being
held for all summer sports camps.
Camps began July 2 and will end
Friday, August 3. Sports include:
softball, soccer, baseball, tennis,
and wrestling.

Camps are for persons aged 8 to
17. A week of camp ranges from
$40 to $45 per person.

Recreation Summer Playgrounds
The Summer Playground pro-

gram is up and running. Children
are involved with activities rang-
ing from kickball, softball, basket-
ball, Nok-Hockey tournaments, arts
and crafts, and swimming. Play-
ground Fairs were held on July 12
at each of the playgrounds.

The Summer Playground pro-
gram is a free, seven-week pro-
gram for Westfield residents. The
program runs through Thursday,
August 9. Parents can sign their
children up at the playground sites
listed below. Children must have
completed kindergarten through
sixth grade to participate.

The playground sites include:
Jefferson, Tamaques, McKinley,
Washington, Franklin and Wilson
Elementary Schools, and the
Westfield Neighborhood Council.

2001 Summer Concert Series
The Westfield Recreation Com-

mission Summer Concert Series is
held Thursday evenings beginning
at 8 p.m. at Mindowaskin Park.
The next concert, tonight, July 19,
will feature the Westfield Commu-
nity Concert Band.

Future performances include the
Westfield Community Band on July
26; the Rahway Jerseyaires, Au-
gust 2 and Grandma’s Garden –
Teddy B & The Weeds, August 9.

In the event of inclement weather,
the performance will be held in the
Westfield Community Room at the
Municipal Building next to the park.
All events are free to the public and
it is suggested that the audience
bring lawn chairs or blankets.

Summer Splash 2001 (at Me-
morial Pool Complex):

Teen Night Swims
Teen night swims are available

to Westfield students in grades 7
through 12 on Wednesday nights,
from 8:30 to 10:30 p.m., through
Wednesday, August 29.

Activities include: swimming, a
disk jockey, games, special events
and more. The cost is $3 per per-
son.

Movie Nights
Children under 10 years old and

parents are welcome to enjoy a
movie shown on a 61-inch televi-
sion. Pull up a blanket and chair
and enjoy. The cost is $1 per per-
son. Movies will be shown on Tues-
days, July 31 and August 14, from
7 to 9 p.m.

Summer Discount Ticket
Program:

Discount tickets are on sale now
for the following parks: Sesame
Place, Hershey Park, Mountain
Creek, Dorney Park, Camelbeach,
Morey’s Piers, Great Adventure and
Hurricane Harbor.

Any questions regarding the pre-
vious programs should be directed
to the Recreation Department at
(908) 789-4080.

Fall programs, currently be
planned, will be announced in the
near future.

*  *  *  *  *
“Westfield Recreation Events”

is published weekly or as space
permits in The Westfield Leader
and The Times of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood.

“They want recreational opportunities.
They want someone to do something
about property taxes, and they want
good education for their kids. So I
think that transcends whether you are
in the city, the suburbs or rural areas.”

The legislator also said the state needs
to find “more innovative approaches to

mass transit and to improving our high-
way system.”

On the legislative front, Assem-
blyman Suliga is probably best known
for his legislation aimed at making it
illegal for persons under the age of 18
not only to be sold cigarettes, but to
possess them in the first place. In
fact, Mr. Suliga was the first legisla-
tor to get such a bill through both
houses of the Legislature. But, since
it was approved at the end of a Legis-
lative Session, former Governor
Whitman did not have the option of a
conditional veto. She could either
sign it or veto it. She chose the latter,
based on concerns of the New Jersey
Police Chiefs Association.

In the current session, he said the
State Health Officers Association has
endorsed the measure and he is work-
ing to gain the Police Chiefs’ support
for the bill, which he hopes will be
signed by the end of the year by the
Acting Governor.

Assemblyman Suliga said the law is
simply another tool to help law en-
forcement educate youths about the
health risk associated with smoking.
Under the bill, a youngster would have
to appear before a judge on the first
offense, perform community service
for a second offense and face a six-
month delay in getting his or her driver’s
license on the third offense.

The Assemblyman’s bill to assist
persons suffering from hair loss from
cancer treatments would require insur-
ance companies to pick up the costs of
wigs. The bill is in committee. “I really
think it has a real good chance of going
somewhere,” he added.

Mr. Suliga sponsored the landfill rec-
lamation act, legislation that spurred
development of a former landfill into
what today is the state’s largest outlet
mall, Jersey Gardens in Elizabeth.

Looking ahead to the fall campaign
against Republican Senate candidate
Milt Campbell of Plainfield, Mr.
Suliga said he looks forward to chal-
lenge. “I enjoy campaigning,” he ex-
plained.

“The Republicans have put up, I
think, a very formidable candidate,”
Mr. Suliga stated. “He has name recog-
nition (as an Olympic Gold medalist).”

“He has made a great achievement.
But where does he stand on the issues?
Where does he stand on public ser-
vice? What has he done since 1956?”
Assemblyman Suliga said he welcomes
debates against his opponent.

Mr. Suliga is joined on the Demo-
cratic ticket by State Assembly candi-
dates Linda d. Stender, a three-term
Union County Freeholder, and current
17th District Assemblyman Gerald
Green of Plainfield.

Joseph S. Suliga

“I think that state issues are
basically the same. They have
the same needs, the same de-
sires. They want recreational op-
portunities. They want someone
to do something about property
taxes, and they want good educa-
tion for their kids. So I think that
transcends whether you are in
the city, the suburbs or rural
areas.”

Assemblyman Joseph S. Suliga,
State Senate Candidate (D-22)

SP Mayor’s Gala Seeking
Nominations for Award
Honoring Top Volunteer

SCOTCH PLAINS – This year
the Scotch Plains Mayor’s Gala will
again honor a male and female vol-
unteer of the year in addition to a
volunteer organization of the year.

Nominations are now open and
everyone is encouraged to nominate
a special person or organization to be
feted at the Gala evening. The only
requirement is that the volunteer work
must be done in Scotch Plains.

Nomination forms may be obtained
from the Scotch Plains Recreation
Office, Scotch Plains Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, or by
calling (908) 322-6700, extension
221. Nominations are due by Satur-
day, September 1.

This year’s Gala will be held on
Friday, November 30, at the
Shackamaxon Country Club. The

evening will begin at 7 p.m. and con-
tinue until midnight with music pro-
vided by New Image. Tickets cost
$55 per person and the Gala will once
again feature a silent auction with
items available from area merchants.

The Mayor’s Gala is a nonpartisan
affair for the entire community to
come together to enjoy the music,
fun, food and conversation. The
Scotch Plains- Fanwood Municipal
Alliance Committee will be the re-
cipient of the proceeds of the Mayor’s
Gala.

The Alliance is a grass roots orga-
nization for the prevention of sub-
stance abuse and has served the com-
munity since 1988, supporting pro-
grams such as Project Graduation, a
Summer Open Gym Night and Se-
nior Citizen Luncheons.


