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HOELZEL HACKS GRAND SLAM, ESPOSITO GOES 4-4

St. James ‘Gang’ Breaks Out;
Douses St. Blaise’s Rally, 12-9

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Spectacular plays and spectacular
blunders defined the St. Bartholomew’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League game
between the St. “James Gang” and St.
Blaise on July 12 at Forest Road Park
in Fanwood. Although both teams made
spectacular fielding plays, the “James
Gang” took advantage of the Blaisers’
spectacular blunders in the bottom of
the sixth, scoring 10 runs, then held off
a final-inning rally to steal a 12-9
victory.

Sensing an opportunity for vic-
tory, “Gang” leader Jim Hoelzel
hacked a grand slam homer in that
sixth inning to bring home what
proved to be the winning run. Hoelzel
also had an RBI single, a single and
scored two runs in the 13-hit attack.
Defensively, he made a fantastic snag
in shallow right while performing a
backward roll.

“Gang” henchman Rob Stratton
banged out a double and a single, had
an RBI and scored a run while team-
mates Art Hobble went 3-for-3 with
an RBI and “Krunching” Karl
Grossmann cracked a two-run single.

The “Blaisers’” bats were also on

fire as 16 shots scorched the outfield.
Leading the blaze was John Esposito
who had three singles and a double,
an RBI and two runs scored. Brian
Williams rapped three singles, scored
a run and added an RBI.

Despite playing without his contacts,
St. Blaise left fielder Tom Straniero
made seven fine catches – three which
were remarkable. In the third, a relay
from Straniero to Williams at short
resulted in Williams gunning down
“Gang” leader Hoelzel attempting to
slip into third. Additionally, an alert first
baseman Phil Bamundo nailed “Gang-
ster” Pete DeChristofaro attempting to
stretch his way to third.

The “Gang”, however turned two
double plays, both initiated by pitcher
Howie Bialos. Grossmann, playing
in right field, gunned down Williams
sliding into second. Grossmann also
ended the game with a smooth, run-
ning basket catch.

Offense was bland for the first
five-and-one-half innings as the two
teams were entangled in a 2-2 dead-
lock. St. Blaise scored a run in the
second when Esposito scored on
Bamundo’s grounder to second and
another in the fourth when Esposito

scored on Bamundo’s sacrifice fly to
shallow right. The “James Gang”
scored twice in the third when Phil
Vellucci scored on Hoelzel’s single
and Joe Murano scored on Stratton’s
sacrifice fly to left.

The majority of the St. Blaise blun-
ders came in the fateful sixth inning
where a mental collapse befell the
infield. Five of their eight errors and
a brain-dead hesitation mingled with
seven hits to award the “Gang” with
10 runs and a 12-2 lead.

However, the mental, burned out
fuse in defense seemed to spark the
offense in the top of the seventh as
seven Blaisers blazed across the plate.
Bamundo drew a leadoff walk, Mike
Camfield’s single to right was mis-
handled and Dom Valenzano’s
grounder to short was flubbed. Frank
Chupko walked, Karl Mende
splashed an RBI single over second
and Straniero plunked a two-run
double onto the turf in center. Will-
iams, Esposito and Ben Lobrace fol-
lowed with RBI singles but
Grossmann’s snare in right finally
doused the Blaise.
St. Blaise 010 10   0 7 9
St. James 002 00(10) x 12

CUCCARO, KAMINS HIT TARGET; SCHOUTEN, LEMBO HR

Hunter Strikes Four in Sixth;
Bags Montrose Ave. Men, 6-5

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Patience finally paid off when
Hunter Avenue scored four runs in
the bottom of the sixth inning to
overcome a 5-2 deficit and silenced
Montrose Avenue in the seventh to
claim a 6-5 victory in Fanwood Old
Men’s Softball Association play at
LaGrande Park in Fanwood on July
13. A two-run double by Frank

Cuccaro followed by a two-run single
by Steve Kamins gave the Hunters
the winning edge they needed.

Cuccaro finished with two hits,
three RBI and a run scored while
Kamins also had two hits, including
a double, two RBI and a run scored.
Teammate Paul Ewing ripped a
double and scored two runs.
Montrose’s Rob Schouten hammered
a two-run home run in the sixth and

Mike Lembo launched a solo blast in
the fourth and pulled off a crafty RBI
squeeze bunt single in the sixth. Big
Jack Sullivan singled twice and
scored twice for Montrose.

The Hunters pulled off two double
plays. The first came in the second
on a text book, 5-4-3, route initiated
by third baseman Frank Marcazza to
second baseman Cuccaro to first
baseman Dave Roth. The second
came in the third and was more com-
plex. With first and second occupied,
Cuccaro scooped a grounder, tossed
to shortstop Joe Penzak for a force at
second. Meanwhile Penzak caught
the runner heading toward third in a
rundown and eventually tagged him
out as he scampered back toward
second.

Montrose had some defensive
bright moments. In the third,
Schouten chased down a hard shot
off the bat of John Walsh in deep
center. In the fourth, shortstop Dan
Kennedy pursued a single by Cuccaro
on the foul side of the left field line
and gunned him down attempting to
stretch his hit to a double. In the
sixth, Gary Pancoast, standing in
shallow center, gunned down Hunter
Kamins’ pinch runner at the plate.

The Hunters had difficulty sight-
ing home plate in the first three in-

Westfield Blue 9s Roll Past
SP-F 9 Baseballers, 17-7

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fine pitching in the first two in-
nings finally gave way to a series of
base-on-balls and the Westfield Blue
nine-year-old baseball team capital-
ized to defeat Scotch Plains-Fanwood
(SP-F), 17-7, at Donnelly Field in
Colonia on July 15. Robbie Ander-
son, Tyler Becker and Zack Helfand
were the big offensive sluggers for
Westfield and Gary Binkiewicz pro-
vided some clout for SP-F.

Anderson tapped two singles,
scored two runs, had an RBI and
stole five bases. Becker crunched a

double in the second inning, bounced
an RBI single in the fourth and scored
two runs while Helfand drilled a
two-run single, chopped an RBI
single and added another RBI with a
base-loaded walk. Binkiewicz
whacked a double in the second and
scored, then added a single in the
fifth.

Anderson and Binkiewicz, the
starting pitchers, were superb in the
first two innings, each yielding just a
double and one run. Anderson re-
corded a strikeout while Binkiewicz
recorded four.

SP-F took a 3-1 lead in the top of

the third when Steve Kuchinski and
Chris Freeman, who both walked,
scored. Ricky Shevlin had an RBI in
the inning. Westfield captured a 7-3
lead in the bottom of the inning.
Brett Johnson and Anderson singled
and Patrick Perrelli pounded an RBI
single. Tim Werner singled, Becker
and Kevin Clancy had RBI walks,
David Fishman’s grounder brought
home another run and Helfand poked
his two-run single.

SP-F responded with four runs in
the fourth. Rob Ingebretsen and Mike
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DiDONATO RAPS 3 -RUN TRIPLE

Jade Isle Men Maroon
Neighborhood Painters

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fortunate trade winds blew in the
sixth inning and the men of Jade Isle
took advantage with seven runs to
breeze past the local Neighborhood
Painters, 10-7, in Scotch Plains Men’s
Softball League A Division action at
Brookside Park on July 11. The whirl-
wind of runs was highlighted by Lee

DiDonato’s three-run triple.
The Islanders banged out 15 hits

and, in addition to DiDonato who
had two hits, were led by Kevin
Woodring who went 3-for-3, which
included a decoy home run. Also,
Ken Hickman smashed an RBI triple
and an RBI single, and John Kotchko
cracked a double, a single and scored
two runs.

Neighborhood Painters chipped in
with 16 hits and were led by Mike
Colbert who coated the outfield with
three hits, including a two-run triple
and an RBI single. Frank DiGiavanni
ripped three singles and Anthony
DellaSalla had two hits and two RBI.
Unfortunately, 12 Painters were ma-
rooned on Islander bases.

Each team had its share of fine
defensive plays. Islander Kyle
Bilcher made two influential run-

ning catches in center and John
Mastroianni added a fabulous grab
in right while Jerry Isolda performed
a leaping circus snag at shortstop.
For the Neighborhood Painters, head-
ing a list of fine infield plays was a
brilliant 1-6-3 double play involving
pitcher Ed Novy, shortstop Kevin
Zippler and first baseman Matt
Hoynowski.

The Painters brushed the plate
twice in the top of the first when
Colbert and Matt Hoynowski, who
both singled, scored on DellaSalla’s
two-run single to right-center. The
Islanders immediately tied the score
when Kotchka singled and scored on
Hickman’s RBI triple, then Hickman
scored on Isolda’s RBI single to cen-
ter.

In the second, Painter Zippler
dabbed the plate when Colbert tapped
an RBI single. In the bottom of the
inning, Islander Mastroianni chopped
a single past short and Woodring slid
an RBI double under the left fielder’s
glove.

The Painters seemed to have things
covered after scoring four runs in the
bottom of the fourth to take a 7-3
lead. Novy reached on a force play,
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BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!

20-50%Off
Select TSelect Trees, Shrubs,rees, Shrubs,

Flowering Plants & Hanging BasketsFlowering Plants & Hanging Baskets
Sale thru 8/1/01.

Please Present This Ad For These Specials.

PLANTERS
Buy Any Of Our

And Get Flowering Annuals TAnd Get Flowering Annuals To Plant In Themo Plant In Them

FREE
While supplies last. Ask for details. Expires 8/1/01.

FARM FRESH
Our

VEGETABLES
ARE READY NOW!

JUICY & DELICIOUS!

WL
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GREENHOUSES FARM & GARDEN CENTER
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Back By Popular Demand!

LANDSCAPE
DESIGN SHOWCASE

• Let our designers help you design the perfect landscape
• Come meet the Parker Designers
• Bring photos & dimensions of your home
• See hundreds of varieties of landscape plants
• The largest selection of statuary, pottery, stepping stones, 

water gardens & more

SATURDAY
July 21, 2001

9am-5pm

Present coupon at time of contract. One coupon per customer.
Not to be combined with any other offers. Coupon expires July 31, 2001

PRESENT THIS AD FOR

Landscape Services
Valued at $5000 or More

ONE DAY
ONLY!
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING A MIGHTY SWING...Jade Islander Kyle Bilcher takes a mighty
swing at the ball during the game with the Neighborhood Painters. Jade Isle
defeated the Neighborhood Painters, 10-7.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING THE PUTOUT AT SECOND...Westfield Blue shortstop Patrick
Perrelli makes the tag on SP-F base runner Mike Henkels in the second inning
in Colonia.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SCORING ALL THE WAY FROM SECOND...Hunter pinch runner Kyle
Bilcher, No. 2, scores all the way from second on a sacrifice fly to deep right in
the fifth inning.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIRING TO FIRST BASE FOR THE OUT...St. Blaise third baseman Ben Lobrace scoops a grounder hit by Fran Celardo
of the St. “James Gang” and fires to first in time for the out in the second inning. Discerning fans in the background
critique his technique.


