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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Rec. Comm. Considers Adding Warning Lights
To Town’s Lightning Detector Alarm System

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In the wake of a recent lightning
fatality at New Jersey’s Island Beach
State Park last week, the Westfield
Recreation Commission is consider-
ing upgrading the town’s lightning
detection alarm system by adding
warning lights.

The system, installed in 2000, alerts
field users of an impending storm
within a 10-mile radius of the central
receiver located at Westfield’s Me-
morial Pool. When the system de-
tects more than three lightning strikes
in the area, an alarm is transmitted to
each town field, warning park-goers
to get off of the fields and to seek
shelter.

However, coaches and officials
have reported that there is some con-
fusion as to the alarm signal’s mean-
ing despite signs posted in each park.
If someone arrived after the initial
alarm, the all-clear alarm was con-
fusing, said Recreation Commission

members during their monthly meet-
ing held July 2 at the pool facility on
Scotch Plains Avenue.

In order to clarify the alarm mes-
sages, red and green signal lights
could be added, said Commissioner
and Town Councilwoman Janis Fried
Weinstein, one of the key officials
responsible for implementation of
the system. The commission will
form a committee to look into the
cost of adding the lights and the
necessary wiring.

Several parents complained that
some coaches have been ignoring
the alarms and continuing games,
because the skies did not appear to be
threatening. Like other recreational
facilities in the area, the commission
is considering a policy of suspending
field use for any group that does not
properly follow the correct proce-
dures during a lightning alert.

“People have been struck by light-
ning under blue skies,” noted Coun-
cilwoman Weinstein. “That is why

heeding the alarm system is crucial
to the safety of our children.”

Additional signs posted at the back-
stops explaining the alarm system
and memos to all of the field user
groups will be distributed. A more
extensive, town-wide effort to edu-
cate residents and field users about
the alarm system will also be imple-
mented.

In other business, the Recreation
Commission discussed the possibil-
ity of enclosing the new lap pool at
the Memorial Pool complex inside
of an all-weather bubble in order to
extend the pool’s usage throughout
the year.

The locker rooms would also have
to be winterized and equipped with
heat.

Recreation Commission Chairman
Keith S. Hertell said that there was
considerable interest in town to ex-
tend the pool’s usage.

Limited manpower at the Depart-
ment of Public Works has been de-
laying field maintenance at several
town fields, Mr. Hertell reported.
Continuing unauthorized usage of
several fields is also contributing to
poor condition of those fields, he

added.
The commission discussed a two-

year plan to improve field quality as
well as to increase needed parking
around the fields. A plan to add 16
more spaces around Tamaques Park’s
tennis courts, which was put on hold,
will be reviewed by the commission.

“Currently, our athletic and recre-
ational facilities are being stressed
out to their maximum capabilities,”
Mr. Hertell told the commission.

He added that the commission will
distribute a public survey to deter-
mine what the community is willing
to support and the future develop-
ments that the residents would like to
see implemented. Those suggestions
will be incorporated into the
commission’s creation of a five-year
master plan.

Mr. Hertell re-emphasized that the
potential for developing new recre-
ational fields at Tamaques Park could
be done “without” removing most of
the trees, as was previously reported
in The Westfield Leader.

This quote was misinterpreted by
a resident who contacted the com-
mission with concern that “many”

W. JUBB CORBET’S 22-FOOT SAIL BOAT SINKS IN DANGEROUS SQUALL

Father, Daughter Back Home After Being
Stranded in Water Off Grand Bahama Island

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

What started out as a relaxing sail-
ing excursion from Palm Beach, Fla.,
to Green Turtle Cay in the Bahamas
very nearly became a tragic adven-
ture for former town councilman and
President of the Westfield Board of
Health, W. Jubb Corbet, 69, of
Westfield and his daughter Maggie
Corbet, 41, of Summit.

While enroute to the small island
in the Bahamas (where the senior
Corbet owns a cottage) aboard Mr.
Corbet’s new 22-foot Marshall Sloop,

the two encoun-
tered a danger-
ous squall that
sank the boat,
named “Short
Sail,” in min-
utes.

The Corbets
remained in the
water, spending
20 hours in the
sun, until they

were rescued by a passing fishing
boat. Although not injured, both were
suffering from hypothermia, dehy-
dration and sunburn.

The Corbets were 10 miles west of
a barren island called Memory Rock,
located 18 miles north of West End,
a harbor on the top of Grand Bahama
Island, when they were rescued by a
fisherman in a boat named “Mus-
tache Man.”

During an interview with The
Westfield Leader last Friday, Mr.
Corbet explained that two set sail
from Palm Beach at 6:30 a.m. on
June 23. Their journey was to take CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

them 54 miles across the gulf stream
to Green Turtle Cay in the Bahamas.

“Our goal was to sail it (the boat)
over to the Bahamas,” Mr. Corbet
said.

When the Corbets began their jour-

ney the wind was blowing at 10 knots
and the water, 70 feet at its deepest
area, was “crystal blue,” he recalled.
“The forecast was for isolated squalls
over Florida; dissipating over sea.”

At around 2:30 p.m., they began

seeing dark clouds building to the
east.

“Around 2:40 p.m. it was clear that
it was going to be a major squall, so
we started getting ready,” recalled
Ms. Corbet in a detailed e-mail she
sent to friends and family.

They quickly took down the sails,
stowed their lose gear, put on life
jackets and drank extra water.

“We thought we were in sound
shape,” Mr. Corbet noted.

“A half hour before the squall hit
what we saw coming at us was a 40-
to 50-foot black wall with flat black
water in front of it and little cotton
puffs and white caps in the water in
front of it,” he told The Leader. “At
that point I knew we had a major,
major problem.”

“The wind hit like a wall,” Ms.
Corbet recalled. “The water was
white and flat as the wind blew the
tops off any waves before they could
build. Almost as soon as the wind hit,
it began to fill the sail in pockets
between the booms and the sail ties.”

The furled sail began to fill with
wind. She said with 5 percent of the
sail exposed to the gusts estimated at
65 knots, the boat began “heeling
over enough for the water to start
pouring in over the leeward rails.”

The water filled the storage area
under the seats and the engine com-
partment.

“As the water poured in we both
stood there looking at the compan-
ionway entrance, knowing that three
feet in front of us were the two things
we needed most – the flares and most CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Back to Square One
In Quest to Locate
Parking Manager

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A 10-week process to hire a park-
ing manager for the Town of Westfield
is back to square one.

Officials announced last week (af-
ter The Westfield Leader went to
press) that the leading candidate for
the position had pulled out. Instead
of taking the Westfield post, the can-
didate opted to stay as head of a
Hartford, Conn. parking authority.

In a letter to now outgoing Town
Administrator Thomas B. Shannon,
he stated after reviewing what he
thought was a “generous” compen-
sation and benefits package and after
some “soul searching” with his fam-
ily, he decided to turn down the
position.

The candidate was the executive
director of Hartford parking author-
ity and had 15 to 20 years of experi-
ence as a public parking manager.

Mr. Shannon recommended that
the town go back to the drawing
board by once again utilizing the

services of a professional recruiter,
Dan Mason of Cranford-based Jersey
Professional Management, which was
contracted by the town at the direc-
tion of Mr. Shannon to bring qualified
individuals before Mr. Shannon and
the mayor and Town Council.

The newly-created position, which
has been advertised with a salary
between $65,000 to $85,000 per year
with full benefits calls for an indi-
vidual to be in charge of the town’s
2,300 parking space system. The town
has also included in classified ads
that its plans to increase that number
to 3,000 spaces through construction
of a downtown parking facility.

The town’s parking system brings
in $2 million in annual income to the
town. Currently, some 1,200 permits
are issued through the Town Clerk’s
office. The town also has “hundreds
of on-street meters,” according to the
town’s advertisement for the posi-
tion, which as of this spring were
bringing $11,000 a week into the

W. Jubb Corbet

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SIT AND SPIN…The Family Fest and Circus Day, sponsored by the Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce, included
amusement rides such as the favorite gyroscope. Pictured above, one youngster relished the endless spinning, while being
cheered on by fellow festival-goers.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader
CLOWNING AROUND…Despite clouds and drizzle, residents and visitors
gathered in downtown Westfield for the Family Fest and Circus Day. Sponsored
by the Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce, the Sunday activities included
entertainment from colorful clowns.

Courtesy of W. Jubb Corbet
DANGEROUS WATERS...The new 22-foot Marshall Sloop, named “Short
Sail” by its owner W. Jubb Corbet of Westfield sits in harbor before the perilous
journey. A map of the Grand Bahama Island is pictured at top left.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Shannon Resigns; Jim Gildea
To Become Acting Admin.
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In a surprise announcement, Town
Administrator Thomas B. Shannon,
51, announced last Friday his resig-
nation, effective Sunday, September
30. Mr. Shannon, however, will leave
his daily duties in the Municipal
Building at the end of this month.

Jim Gildea, who has served as
Deputy Town Administrator under
Mr. Shannon and who was Assistant
Recreation Director prior to that,
will be named Act-
ing Administrator.

When reached
for comment Tues-
day morning, Mr.
Shannon, a
Princeton resident
who has served as
A d m i n i s t r a t o r
since February
2000, when he
took over for Ed-
ward A. Gottko
upon Mr. Gottko’s retirement, said
only that he is leaving for “personal

reasons.”
“I have several ideas but I

don’t have any firm plans,”
he responded when asked
about his immediate future.

Mr. Shannon was previ-
ously employed as Princeton
Borough Administrator

Gildea the permanent
administrator. In the
meantime, officials will
determine if Mr. Gildea
is the right fit for the
position, adding that he
does not see the need for
the town to conduct a
search for a new admin-
istrator.

“We think Jim Gildea
will be a very good ad-
ministrator,” the Mayor

told The Westfield Leader when
reached for comment Tuesday morn-
ing.

Fourth Ward Councilman
Lawrence A. Goldman, who served
on a special committee which
screened candidates for the adminis-
trator vacancy in 1999, called Mr.
Shannon’s resignation “a personal
disappointment.” He said he always
liked Mr. Shannon’s “very skillful
and results-oriented approach to his
job.”

“Never for a moment did I doubt
that we made a wise decision,” Mr.
Goldman stated.

Mr. Gildea, 30, is no stranger to
Westfield. His parents own businesses
in town — Celtic Imports Limited
and Juxtapose Gallery — and Mr.
Gildea has worked for the town since
1988.

He served as a seasonal employee
in various capacities, including life-
guard, swim instructor and later
manager of the Westfield Memorial

“I did not expect this
to happen. When Tom

(Shannon) informed me of
this, we had to scramble.”
-Mayor Gregory S. McDermott

(1992-1999) and Hillsborough
Township Administrator (1983-
1991). Prior to coming to
Westfield, he served as interim
administrator in several other mu-
nicipalities. He was hired at
$103,000 and is currently mak-

ing $107,000.
Mayor Gregory S. McDermott said

he was faxed a signed letter of resig-
nation by Mr. Shannon Friday night.
He subsequently notified all Town
Council members via e-mail and
spent the weekend conducting fol-
low-up telephone conversations with
the governing body.

“I did not expect this to happen,”
the Mayor stated. “When Tom (Sh-
annon) informed me of this, we had
to scramble.”

The Mayor said his and the
council’s decision is to make Mr.

Jim Gildea

Thomas B. Shannon
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Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, JUNE 26
• Krzysztof Lukaszewicz, 18, of

Garwood was arrested following a mo-
tor vehicle stop at Sycamore Avenue and
charged with possession of under 50
grams of suspected marijuana and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia. He was
released on his own recognizance.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 27
• Evan Campbell, 20, of Scotch Plains

was arrested at Boulevard and charged
with driving while intoxicated. He was
arrested again on the same charge July 6
at South Avenue. In each case, he was
administered a breathalyzer test and sub-
sequently released to a responsible party.

THURSDAY, JUNE 28
• Sharon D. Akins, 47, of Hillside

was arrested at Westfield police head-
quarters and charged with the theft of a
gold ring valued at $1,500 from a North
Cottage Place residence in June. She
was released on her own recognizance.

FRIDAY, JUNE 29
• A Ripley Place resident reported

that he was punched in the face by a co-
worker during a dispute which occurred
on Florence Avenue. The victim did not
wish medical attention and no charges
were filed.

MONDAY, JULY 2
• Jose Balmore Santos, 28, of

Morristown was arrested at East Broad
Street and Springfield Avenue and
charged with driving while intoxicated
and with refusal to take a breathalyzer
test. He was released to a responsible
party.

• The United Fund of Westfield re-
ported that acts of vandalism were com-
mitted at its office on North Avenue,
West. Two windows were defaced with
red crayon and a chain link gate surround-
ing an air conditioner unit was torn off.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 4
• Andrew Babicz, 18, of Scotch Plains

was arrested at South Avenue, West, and
charged with lewdness for allegedly uri-
nating in public, as well as with posses-
sion of alcohol while underage and pos-
session of fireworks. He was released on
his own recognizance.

THURSDAY, JULY 5
• Kenya Jones, 18, of Port Murray,

Kathleen Slavin, 21, of Linden and
Sheenah Roballo, 18, of Englewood were
arrested on Springfield Avenue and each
charged with possession of under 50
grams of suspected marijuana. All were
released on their own recognizance.

FRIDAY, JULY 6
• Denise Fitzgerald, 38, of Westfield

was arrested at Wells Street and charged
with driving while intoxicated. She was
administered a breathalyzer test and re-
leased to a responsible party.

SATURDAY, JULY 7
• Richard Yawger, 38, of Scotch

Plains was arrested at North Avenue and
charged with driving while intoxicated.
He was administered a breathalyzer test
and released to a responsible party.

• Elizabeth Armando, 24, of Fanwood
was arrested at Dudley Avenue and
charged with driving while intoxicated.
She was administered a breathalyzer test
and released to a responsible party.

• A Faulkner Drive resident reported
that jewelry valued at approximately
$2,400 was stolen from her home some-
time between June 5 and July 7.

SUNDAY, JULY 8
• Two residents of Cacciola Place

each reported being assaulted by the
other during a dispute which occurred in
the 100 block of that street. No charges
were filed and neither individual sought
medical attention.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Lightning
trees would be removed. Mr. Hertell
emphasized that “very few trees”
would be removed, if any at all.

The commission discussed the pos-
sibility of denying pool membership
to guests who violate pool rules or who
become abusive to staff. The issue
arose after a recent verbal altercation
between a member and pool manage-
ment. The commission will be looking
into their legal authority to deny mem-
bership to someone for this reason.

The next Recreation Commission
meeting will be held at Brightwood
Park for a walk-through in September.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

critically the VHF radio to get off a
mayday call,” she said.

But the Corbets realized that it was
far too dangerous to attempt to reach
these valuable emergency tools for
fear of being trapped if the boat went
under water.

The boat sank standing on its end in
three minutes with the safety gear
aboard. However, it took another five
hours before the boat went down.

When “Short Sail” sunk, a boat fender,
used so a boat doesn’t bump into the
dock, and a wooden boom crutch popped
up in the water. The fender contained a
six-foot line attached to it which the
Corbets tied to themselves in order to
stay together in the water.

They also held onto a self-inflating
life jacket and a jug of diesel fuel,
which also were floating in the water.
The vest had a whistle attached to it
and reflectors on it.

Viewing over 100 blue dolphins
jumping out of the water 10 yards from
the boat, Mr. Corbet began fearing
sharks in the area. So he began letting
the diesel fuel seep out in the water to
mask he and his daughter’s order.

Ms. Corbet also realized the dol-
phins meant that they were in a prime
spot for fishermen to locate them.

Over the course of their ordeal the
Corbets saw cruise ships and fishing
boats pass by, some as close as 300
yards, but their efforts to signal for
help went in vein.

When their sunburns became too
painful for them, Ms. Corbet ripped
the pockets off her shorts which they
used to cover their faces. They also
took turns laying on top of each other
to block the sun.

Upon seeing another boat on the
horizon, the Corbets once again began
waving life jackets and blowing the
whistle trying to signal the boat. Com-
ing within a hundred yards of the man
and woman, the boat appeared to be

Father, Daughter Return Home
After Being Stranded In Water

making the same 60-degree course as
previous boats.

“But there was a guy standing in
back — and we could see him lean
back over the side, then climb the
ladder to the bridge, then the boat
slowed down and turned around,” Ms.
Corbet observed.

“I finally lost it and started shaking
and crying. By the time they got back
to us, it was all we could do to reach our
arms out,” she said.

Upon being rescued the Corbets, were
hosed down, fed and taken to a clinic on
West End, a 20-minute boat trip. They
were given electrocardiograms, intra-
venous fluids, etc. and then transported
via ambulance to Freeport in the Baha-
mas for another round of tests.

The Corbets also had to deal with
being in a foreign country with no
identification, shoes, passports and al-
most no clothes. Calls to relatives,
friends and friends of friends – most
importantly the head of customs in
Freeport – resulted in them boarding a
medical plane for a flight back to West
Palm Beach, after being hospitalized
overnight in Freeport.

The Corbets arrived at St. Mary’s
Hospital in Palm Beach on June 26.
Ms. Corbet was released, but her father
was kept overnight after doctors were
concerned about tests that revealed
some stress over heart problems he had
in the past (Mr. Corbet said he takes
aspirin daily as per his doctor’s order).

Mr. Corbet recalled a comment from
a broker at Legg Mason in Westfield,
where his daughter is a Senior Vice
President. He told Ms. Corbet that he
hoped to bond with his own 13-year
daughter.

Mr. Corbet, who has been sailing for
59 years, looked back on his own
experience and told the gentleman,
“Bonding for 20 hours on a six-foot
piece of rope is probably more than
you were bargaining for.”

town’s coffers.
Mr. Shannon noted that Jersey

Professional Management will be re-
quired to go through the recruiting pro-
cess again without any additional re-
cruitment charges to the town. Westfield
contracted the firm for a one-time cost
of $7,500. The council authorized a
$1,925 payment for past services to the
firm at its meeting on July 3. A total of
$2,050 was authorized by the council
last month to cover all but $100 of
outstanding money owed the company.

Fourth Ward Councilwoman Janis
Fried Weinstein questioned whether it
might be wiser for the town to conduct
the search itself.

Mr. Shannon said he feels that Jer-
sey Professional Management has the
expertise to do a better job than the
town, in addition to the fact that no
more fees will be charged other than
advertising costs to the town. The town
paid $1,000 in advertising costs the
first go around.

When asked by The Leader if the
town could find a candidate by Labor
Day, Mr. Shannon responded, “That’s
a reasonable target.”

Two of the other finalists for the
position previously dropped out of con-
tention. One had a concurrent applica-
tion for a town administrator position
in another municipality and the other
applicant decided to stay in his posi-
tion as head of a parking authority.

Mayor Gregory S. McDermott called

the pullout of the candidate “quite a
disappointment,” given the fact the
Town Council was set to make the
appointment at the July 3 meeting.

Town officials have described the
parking manager as a “high visibility
position” that will report directly to the
Town Administrator. The town is seek-
ing a “self-motivated” individual with
parking management experience, com-
munication and computer skills.

The person will oversee the design,
construction and operations of a park-
ing deck, currently still in the discus-
sion stage.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Back to Square One in Quest
To Locate Parking Manager

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader
FARMERS’ PRIDE…New Jersey farmers vended their freshest produce dur-
ing the first of a series of Farmers’ Markets in Westfield. Pictured, above, one
woman selects green beans, while another shopper gathers change for her
purchases. Sponsored by the Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce, the
markets will be held at the South Avenue train station lot from 2 to 7 p.m. every
Thursday through October 25.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader
THE MUSICAL MARKS BROTHERS…Westfield residents and brothers
Andrew Marks, left, and Harry Marks, put soul into their instruments during
Westfield’s Sweet Sounds Downtown last Tuesday. Positioned at the corner of
Elm and East Broad Streets, the duo performed with members of their 8-piece
swing/jazz band, “Swing 88.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Shannon Resigns

Roosevelt School Honor Roll
Posted by Principal Shulack
WESTFIELD — Roosevelt Inter-

mediate School Principal Ken Shulack
recently announced that 243 students
or 56 percent of the seventh and eighth
grade student body were named to the
fourth marking period honor roll for
the 2000-2001 school year.

In addition, the following eleven
students have been congratulated for
earning all “A’s” during their career
at Roosevelt School:

Caroline Cariste Emily Dura
Christina Cordeiro Samuel Kim
James Davy Emily Rose MacNeil
Urmi Dedhiya Elissa Niemiera
Jacqueline DelaFuente Elizabeth Purcell

Kathy Yang

The entire honor roll list for the fourth
marking period 2000-2001 includes:

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
EIGHTH GRADE

Jake P. Brandman Henry H. Koehler
Jacqueline A. Burns Jeremy N. Krell
Lauren Campo Emily Rose MacNeil
Caroline Cariste Hillary Nicoll
Garrett R. Cockren Elissa Niemiera
Amanda L. Cohen Lauren E. Nolan
Arielle A. Confino Katharine Okamoto
Christina N. Cordeiro Elizabeth Purcell
Lyndsay Couture Alison Beth Rodino
James Davy Avrit Rubin
Urmi R. Dedhiya Lindsay D. Seagull
Jacqueline M. Delafuente Neda Simaika
Emily Dura Scott A. Steinberg
Michael J. Feniger Adam Vinay Subhas
Scott R. Fishberg Elizabeth T. Trimble
Meaghan K. Fitzpatrick Allison Turitz
Mark D. Harbaugh Benjamin Wieder
Max A. Kaplan Kathy Yang
Samuel Kim Nicole J. Zubizarreta

HONOR ROLL
EIGHTH GRADE

John-Paul Bartolomeo Michelle Markowski
Diego R. Betancourt Sarah Masel
Gabrielle Blitz James Mc Cabe
Olena Borkowsky Mary Mc Call
Samuel Joseph Brenner Tara J. Meagher
Alexandra Ann Brummell Mark T. Molowa
George Bucci Michelle L. Morawski
Chelsea Carlson Barrett L. Newell
Maryalyse Castrorao Katherine Newingham
Gina Castrorao Kelly Ann O’Neill
Gilad Edelman Michael S. Oliff
Lauren Eisenberg Danielle Parkinson
Lina Eriksson David P. Reinhardt
Jenna B. Federgreen Gregory Ryan, Jr.
Drew Flast Gregory Salmon
Jessica N. Ropars Willa A. Schaffer
Jessica N. Ropars Evan M. Scher
Sara M. Flood William Schoenbach
Rachel L. Gordon Anne E. Siwulec
Julia Gormley Katherine Smith
Julie Gralla Dana Brett Spas

Emily Rose Greenberg Brad Speck
Alexandra K. Hermann Amanda Spector
Craig H. Hewit Elizabeth K. Strickland
Katelyn Hoens Evan M. Sullivan
Ralph David Iannazzone Jessica Sussman
Joseph G. Kenny Maxwell Thomas
Sarah L. Klass Christopher Velderman
Casey Klein James M. Wade
Perri Jana Koll Anne Yingling
Michelle Kuppersmith Zoe S. Zachariades
Scott Legones Dana Zichlin

Sara A. Lesko
Andrew R. Levy
Abigail M. Lewis

Brendan J. Mahoney

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
SEVENTH GRADE

Kristin Aguero Caroline Luppescu
Dana Barrasso Rachel A. Mack
Rachel Barrett Anna McGrath
Miriam Becker-Cohen Matthew Melino
Brian Burdulia Callie W. Meserole
Megan Camillo Julia M. Nelson
Stephen P. Caprario Ravenna Neville
Lisa Chen Alexandra Nish
Jesse Cohn Carly D. Oliff
Andrew Davy Carrie L. Palumbo
Kevin J. Devaney Eunice Park
Monica Dreyer Sarah Patankar
Margaret E. Driscoll Caitlin Reilly
Jane C. Eilbacher Luke A. Ricci
Kristina Fietkiewicz Jayne R. Ruotolo
Alan S. Futran Michael P. Ruskin
John Gagliano David Scott Shottland
Diana Goodman Lauren Elizabeth Sinnenberg
Erica R. Greene Nicole A. Smith
Ryan A. Gundrum Kathleen M. Solan
Lauren Heffernan Stoytcho Stoytchev
Caitlin D. Jennings Hannah G. Vickers
Matthew Kamel Mary L. Walsh
Han Gil Kim Kevin Wicks
Stephen G. Kowalski Tianyu Anny Wu
Emma Laird Michael Yee
Feng Kevin Liang Yuchen Zhang

HONOR ROLL
SEVENTH GRADE

Jason Anderson Guglielmo B. Laurenzi
James S. Arbes Caitlin Lisooey
Cornelius Banta Adam Blake Lorentzen
Julie Bennett Caitlin P. Mahoney
Caitlyn M. Berkowtiz Jonathan R. Maimon
Lee J. Bernstein Samantha A. Manetti
Thomas R. Bottini Daniel I. McGrory
Christopher Byrne Thomas Y. Meylor
James Campbell Andrea Molowa
Dakota Carey James B. Morton
Justine J. Cassidy Kyle E. Murray
Hannah Cataldo Tyler Maccubbin
Gabriela Chabrier Daniel J. Nemeth
Rachel A. Charatan Neal L. Nemiroff
Abby E. Chazanow Bryan E. Nolan
Jeanine H. Clark Thomas Q. O’Bien
Emily C. Cleaves Ashley Papa
Ryan P. Cockren Danielle Partenope
Nicholas Colucci Jeffrey Perrella
Maura Connolly Courtney N. Pogue
Diana Dunnan Anson Gregg Purdy
Rachael Ettinger Thomas J. Ricciuti
Robert Evans Alexander T. Schoch
Anthony Fabiano Daniel A. Schwartz
Joshua Fishman Richard Scialabba
Christine A. Fitzpatrick Kaitlyn Shulman
Kerilyn A. Foley Allison N. Siko
Martin S. Fox Emily F. Singer
Courtney E. Fox-Sherman Kevin Patrick Smith
Clare Frattarola Steven D. Smith
Pierce T. Gaynor Diana Spiridigliozzi
Amanda H. Gross Jeffrey Thomashow
Kunal Gupta Rachel Barri Tucker
George E. Handza, 3rd Jennifer Urciuoli
Samantha Hirtler Evan R. Vanarelli
Andrea C. Hollander Kayla Vandervort
P. Sebastian Hove Megan Vandervort
Noelle Kandigian Eric Williams
Angelina M. Kozak Jeremy P. Wolf
Lucija Landeka Brian Thomas Yee
Jennifer Ann Lane Henry A. Zervas

Alex Zierler

Alex Leong Attends
Summer Institute

WESTFIELD – Alfred Uni-
versity in Alfred, N.Y. has re-
vealed that Westfield High
School (WHS) student Alex
Leong is among more than 100
students attending Summer In-
stitutes at the university.

Alex will participate in hands-
on projects related to his field
of interest. He is enrolled in the
Summer Institute in Entrepre-
neurial Leadership, which in-
cludes workshops on electronic
commerce; creating and “liv-
ing” the business plan; “trial by
marketing,” financial planning;
and accounting.

Alex, who recently completed
his junior year at WHS, is the
son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert T.
Leong of Westfield.

Pool — a million dollar operation,
he said.

In 1993, he took a full-time posi-
tion with the town as Assistant Rec-
reation Director. He left the posi-
tion in December 1999 for a pri-
vate sector job, but quickly returned
to the town payroll after learning
he would have likely been trans-
ferred out of town.

“(Mr. Gildea) is the classic ex-
ample of someone who is working
his way up the ranks,” stated Coun-
cilman Goldman. He called the
administrator’s job “a wonderful
opportunity” for Mr. Gildea, add-
ing that he would be “thrilled” to
see Mr. Gildea assume the role on
a permanent basis.

Admitting his new job is a “daunt-
ing task,” Mr. Gildea told The Leader
that he “welcomes the challenge.”

Mr. Gildea holds an undergradu-
ate degree from the University of
Vermont in small business man-
agement and is currently working
on his master’s degree in public
administration from Kean Univer-
sity in Union. He anticipates com-
pleting his studies by the end of
2002, “if not sooner.”

Mayor McDermott said he will
soon call for a Personnel Commit-
tee meeting to discuss salary and
other decisions that must be made
as the change in administrators goes
through.

By state statute, an administra-
tor receives three months sever-
ance pay when leaving before his
or her term is up. Thus, Mr. Shan-
non will be paid through the end of
the year.


