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Diction Deception

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane
words.

1. Furunculosis – The state of being
afflicted by boils

2. Caracajou – The wolverine or bad-
ger

3. Persultation – An eruption of blood
from an artery

4. Maculose – Covered with spots

SCREE
1. Scottish bagpipe wailing sound
2. A pebble or stone; a large mass of

pebbles or stones
3. To bubble or boil
4. To shatter or burst

SECK
1. Barren; unprofitable
2. A pimple or blemish
3. The crows nest or lookout post of a

sailing vessel
4. Sweet corn

MADID
1. Stubborn; hard-headed
2. Wet; moist
3. A gnat
4. Depressing

POORT
1. A mountain pass
2. The highest point of a mountain

range
3. A sweet Portuguese red wine
4. The cannon on a Spanish war ship

Answers will appear in next week’s
issue.

Erratum
In a June 28 article about

Westfield High School graduates
who were awarded grants from
the Woman’s Club of Westfield,
the name of student Mari Nicole
Candelore was spelled incorrectly
as “Marie.”

Westfield Needs to Move Forward Under
Leadership of New Acting Administrator

From lifeguard to Town Administrator – not a bad
career advancement for a 30-year-old. But that is the
story of a man named Jim Gildea.

After a turbulent few months at Town Hall, Tho-
mas B. Shannon opted to resign last week as Admin-
istrator, after only a year and a half in the position. He
cited personal reasons for his decision.

His successor, Mr. Gildea, has been serving as
Assistant Town Administrator under Mr. Shannon.
He has been “100 percent” involved in the municipal
budget process, has written grants and has been the
administration’s liaison to the Downtown Westfield
Corporation, the entity that operates the special
improvement district. He has a warm personality that
we feel will be welcomed by staff as well as town
residents. He also has vowed to hold to an “open door
policy.”

This will be an educational experience for Mr.
Gildea, as he learns the difficulties of running
what is essentially a $25 million business with
200 full-time employees. But, like Edward A.
Gottko, who held the position for seven years
after serving for 14 years as Town Engineer, Mr.
Gildea knows the town’s operation. He under-
stands the town’s population from his days as a
lifeguard, swim instructor and later pool man-
ager, to his role being the number two guy in the
Recreation Department and later in the Adminis-
tration Department.

It is amazing when you think of the fact that Mr.

Gildea had left municipal government for a private
sector career. He had taken a job with a company in
Union but came back when he discovered he would
be transferred out of state. He simply did not want to
leave Westfield. That should tell you something
about Westfield’s new Acting Administrator.

Westfield’s town government must now come to-
gether to ensure that Mr. Gildea is welcomed and
given the full opportunity to grow in his new role. He
could become a great administrator if given the
chance.

Politics must stay out of the process. The Mayor
and Town Council must work closely with Mr.
Gildea to formulate a unified effort to advance
Westfield forward. From the pool improvement
project to a commuter jitney and senior transporta-
tion, there are many projects in the hopper that must
move forward. Of course, there is the question of a
parking deck which must be decided on one way or
another. Will a parking manager still be hired? That
is another big question that needs to be answered by
Mr. Gildea, with guidance from the Mayor and
council.

Town Hall needs to once again become a great
place to work and with which to conduct business. As
long as Mayor McDermott and the full council –
Republicans and Democrats – give Mr. Gildea free
reins to get the job done, there is no reason this town
can’t move forward under the new Administrator’s
leadership.

Letters to the Editor

Letters to the Editor

We Must Begin to Address All-Time
Low Supply of World’s Fresh Water
As July 11, designated by the United

Nations as World Population Day, has
now passed, we enter perhaps the hottest
summer in history, with the world’s
freshwater supply at an all-time low. By
mid-century, half of the world’s inhab-
itants may lack sufficient water.

Although the problem may not seem
as severe in the United States as it is in
developing countries, three of our fast-
est growing states — California, Florida
and Texas — already feel the water
squeeze, from restaurants not routinely
serving water with meals to 1,500 fires
consuming more than 108,000 acres in
Florida.

Ninety-seven percent of the planet’s
water supply is sea water. Of the remain-
ing 3 percent, 2 percent is locked up in
glaciers and polar ice caps.

Thus, the world’s 6.1 billion people,
as well as all animal and plant species,
rely on one-third of the one commodity
necessary to sustain life: potable water.
And another one billion people are added
to the world every 12 years, further

encroaching on limited resources.
Twenty-two countries already depend
on other nations for their water – a
dependency that could well lead to wars
between water-deficient countries and
neighbors disinclined to share their own
diminishing supplies.

To prevent a global water crisis, we
must focus immediately on: (1) con-
serving the supply we have; (2) efforts to
convert sea water to fresh water; and (3)
accelerating pollution abatement and
family planning efforts.

All interventions to ensure sufficient
fresh water for future generations, how-
ever, are doomed to failure unless the
world’s population can be brought into
balance with its environment and re-
sources. This is the message each of us
should heed on World Population Day
2001. For how you can help, call (800)
787-0038.

Werner Fornos
President

The Population Institute
Washington, DC

American People Need to Wake Up
To Wasteful Spending of Congress

Cutting spending is not something
that the U.S. Congress likes to do. No
matter which of the major parties has
control of the U.S. Senate or the U.S.
House of Representatives, one can ex-
pect congressional lawmakers to engage
in the art of throwing money away.

Consider how they do it, and what
they spend tax money – the people’s
money — on:

•According to an Associated Press
article written by journalist Alan From,
dated July 3, 2001, $500,000 was spent
for “swine manure research in Iowa.
Five million dollars for Massachusetts
parking garage (Is this your idea of
bringing home the bacon” Senator Ted
Kennedy?)

• In 2000, Congress appropriated
$500,000 to Tyson Foods; $308,000 to
Ocean Spray; $526,000 to the Pillsbury
Company; and $730,000 to Welch’s
company. (Whatever happened to “end-
ing welfare as we knew it?” It applies to
human and not corporate, you say? That’s
excused then. Not!).

•$107,000 was appropriated by Con-
gress to study the sex 1ife of Japanese
Quails. (I guess human sexuality was
not that interesting.)

•$104,000 was appropriated to study
how people communicate through facial
expressions. (I always wanted to know
about those dreaded pouts and frowns).

•$5 million was appropriated to Mon-
tana State University for the holding of
a conference on underused natural re-
sources. (I hoped it was exciting and
informative. If not what a waste).

•Funds for 70 workers in the U.S.
Census Bureau to count the population
of Bangladesh and 225 other countries.

(There we go again. We can’t mind our
own business, can we?).

•$5 million for a new Parliament build-
ing in the Solomon Islands. A country
that is part of the British commonwealth.
(So much for the British government).

There is more that I would like to list,
but I will spare the reader.

Our federal deficit is in the trillions,
and each year it is increasing. Yet, the
members of the U.S. Senate and the
House of Representatives waste a total
of $375 billion a year. The American
people have allowed fiscally irrespon-
sible individuals to be elected so that
they can raise havoc in the halls of the
U.S. Capital.

If the American populace had the
discipline to take 10 minutes to one hour
to see what exactly is going on in this
nation, we would not be having deficit
and other budgetary problems.

What the American people need is a
serious wake-up call. I hope and pray
that soon they’ll hear the alarm go off.

Alex Pugliese
Kenilworth

Local Assemblymen’s Bill Called
Patronage for Private Organizations
Tapping into the state treasury for

$150,000 for political patronage funds,
Clark Mayor Bonaccorso seems to be
following the Bret Schundler road to
success.

Schundler, the Republican golden boy,
was bailed out by Christie Whitman’s
diversion of state funds to Jersey City.
Now, Assemblymen Richard H. Bagger
and Tom Kean, Jr. have sponsored a
$150,000 budgetary appropriation for
recreational improvements in the town-
ship. Unfortunately, the bulk of the
money has been targeted for patronage
of private organizations rather than re-
ducing escalating taxes in Clark.

Approximately $75,000 has been des-
ignated for a softball league clubhouse
to fulfill Bonaccorso’s promise to help
the league, after the league refused the
donation of the historic Enders-Sagar

House. Additional monies are earmarked
for the exclusive and private use of other
organizations.

Instead of asking Bagger and Kean for
recreational monies for existing town-
funded programs, so that all the people
of Clark can get tax relief, Bonaccorso is
playing a game of political patronage at
the expense of Clark taxpayers. Consid-
ering the budgetary shortfalls in state
government, Bonaccorso, Bagger and
Kean should realize that these borrow
and spend Republican shenanigans are
at the root of the growing state debt and
the real reason for the high cost of living
in New Jersey.

Will the pork barrel next extend to just
writing state checks to anybody who’ll
vote Republican?

William T. Fidurski
Clark

Coaches and Umpires Need to Take
Lightning Sensor Sirens Seriously

I would like to address the issue of
safety.

We are fortunate to have lightning
sensors installed throughout the town
on our playing fields and recreation
areas in Westfield. These sensors detect
lightning miles away before it is even
seen. They sound off quite loudly. I am
told this warning is for players, as well
as spectators, to take cover and wait 15
minutes to see if there are further sound-
ings.

I feel that the sounding of these sen-
sors is not being taken seriously by our
coaches and umpires. Our children are
told to continue to play even though
there has been a warning sounded. They
are even being told to play when there
is lightning overhead.

These children are on open fields and

are holding metal bats. They are targets
for being struck by lightning.

We, as parents, have asked play to
stop and have been told it is an umpire’s
decision.

Well, if an umpire is not going to
make a decision and the coaches are not
going to make the decision, perhaps the
parents need to make the decision.

Parents need to pull their children off
these fields and out of these dangerous
situations if this resistance exists.

I hope that other parents will take this
initiative before something tragic hap-
pens. Our children are precious to us
and no type of sporting event is worth
their lives.

Let’s have a safe summer in Westfield.

Monica Gundrum
Westfield
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First Ward Residents Not Expendable
For Construction of a Parking Deck

This letter is in rebuttal to Debbie
Burslem’s letter of June 21. Although
Mrs. Burslem is correct about the large
trucks having the right to travel on county
roads, she totally ignores the fact that
any parking deck situated between Pros-
pect Street and Elm Street would neces-
sarily further compromise the traffic
safety at Westfield’s busiest intersec-
tion.

It is obvious that Mrs. Burslem has
not given the subject serious and deep
thought. Dozens of highly intelligent
Westfield residents presented their rea-
soning and objections to the proposed
location of the parking deck to the
Westfield Town Council. This back-
ground gave our Mayor pause for reflec-

tion. Mayor McDermott wisely ap-
pointed a committee to study this com-
plicated problem.

I remind Mrs. Burslem that First Ward
Councilman Peter Echausse, to his credit,
listened carefully to the residents of
Ward 1 and duly noted the serious im-
pact that the Prospect and Elm Streets
location would have on his constituents.

All other options must be considered
in this difficult situation. Intelligent and
compassionate management would not
conclude that the residents of Ward 1 are
expendable!

Frank Senters
Chelmsford Condominium Assoc.

Westfield

Resident Suggests Traffic Test
Before Building Parking Deck

We should conduct a test to see the
effects that a deck would have on traffic
before any deck is built. Tests are easy,
inexpensive and far more realistic than
computer generated traffic surveys and
completely unscientific parking assess-
ments.

Six hundred or so commuters’ cars
would be housed in the currently pro-
posed lot. The majority of the owners of
those vehicles will get off a train be-
tween 5:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. each day.
So why not take, for example, 150 people,
have them park behind by Trader Joe’s
and have them wait for the train at 5:50
p.m. at the north side of the train station.

Assign a group of them to head north,
east, west and south, and see how long it
takes them to actually get from the train
station into their cars and home. Assess
the effect that many people crossing the

two busiest intersections in town will
have on traffic at rush hour. See how
long it takes them to actually make a left
turn onto Elm Street, a right turn onto
Broad Street, or a left turn onto North
Avenue.

The same sort of test should be ap-
plied no matter which location is con-
sidered. Ideally, this would all be done
on a lovely Thursday evening when the
town is crowded with shoppers and
diners so that we can truly gauge the
impact of the additional foot and ve-
hicular traffic.

For those who might think that this is
an inconvenience, just think of how in-
convenient a poorly placed deck will be
for its entire useful life.

Michael H. Teschner
Westfield

Vintage Base Ball Thanks
Westfield Leader Sports
Thanks for the write-up about the

game on June 24, and for fulfilling the
umpiring duties. The team really en-
joyed the article and the photos.

I received a letter from Union County
on June 30 that we have been awarded
funding under the 2001 HEART Grant
program. We will receive the grant
through the Union County Division of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs. Once
again, on behalf of both the Elizabeth
Resolutes and the Flemington Neshanock
I want to thank David Corbin and The
Westfield Leader for your continued sup-
port of the vintage base ball project.

Paul Salomone
Captain

Elizabeth Resolutes Base Ball Club

Half-Hour Delay In Opening
Of Polling Place Irks Voter

Editor’s Note: The following letter
was sent to Union County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi and Westfield Town Clerk Ber-
nard A. Heeney and the Commissioner
of Registration.

*  *  *  *  *
On election day I attempted to cast

my ballot at the Westfield Senior High
School Auditorium Lobby at 7 a.m. There
was a hand-made sign on the door to the
effect that the polling place would not be
open until 7:30 a.m. due to a Board of
Education ruling. The ruling did not
impact Edison Intermediate School be-
cause the voters were exercising their
rights there at 7 a.m.

I was concerned, annoyed and incon-

venienced. I was planning to vote and
leave on a trip. The inconvenience caused
me a half-hour delay but the serious
impact was with a friend, who I met at
the high school, and he was denied his
vote because he had to catch a plane to
Chicago. The delayed opening cost at
least one voter his right to vote.

Please explain how the ability to
scrawl a note on a piece of paper should
have the power to deny a citizen his right
to cast a ballot. What happened? Why
was the polling place not ready at 7
a.m.? What will be done to prevent this
in the future?

Gerard Barton
Westfield


