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GOP Leaders Look to ‘Iron Out’
Differences, Back Bret Schundler

By STEPHEN CHIGER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Jersey City
Mayor Bret Schundler’s upset in the
Republican Gubernatorial Primary
seemed like a political analyst’s
dream.

Defying a party leadership,
which almost categorically sup-
ported his opponent, four-time
Seventh District Congressman
Bob Franks and last year’s GOP
U.S. Senate candidate, Mr.
Schundler legitimized talk of
party factions, cohesion and heal-
ing.

But no sooner was the Repub-
lican hierarchy toppled than it
was nestled by Mr. Schundler’s
side, nonchalantly brushing aside
questions of residual bitterness
or a split party. After all, they
say, it’s all in the family.

Party healing is “already hap-
pening in large measures,” said
Mr. Schundler, a former
Westfield resident whose family
still lives in town (his brother
garnered 784 tallies in town for
Union County Freeholder in a
losing bid), in a recent phone
interview. “(There is) a lot more
that unifies us as Republicans
than separates us.”

It was on that cue that the right-
leaning Mr. Schundler named mod-
erate Republicans Mr. Franks and
Former Governor Thomas H. Kean
as co-chairs of his campaign last
week. They join former Presidential
contender and publisher Steve Forbes
and former New York State Con-
gressman and 1996 Vice Presidential
contender Jack Kemp on the
Schundler Campaign.

Ronald Frigerio of Westfield,
Chairman of the Union County Re-
publican Committee and a former
Westfield mayor, said the primary
was a “fight in the family; you say
things you don’t really mean.”

Nevertheless, Mr. Schundler is still
seeking the endorsement of Acting
New Jersey Governor Donald T.
DiFrancesco of Scotch Plains, who
dropped out of the race after media
scrutiny of his former business deal-
ings.

Mr. DiFrancesco reportedly blames
Mr. Schundler for leaking the story
to the press.

“If we can iron (out) some of the
small differences, I’m sure we can
come together,” said Mr. Frigerio,
who like almost all other GOP county
chairmen had supported Mr. Franks
in the primary.

Union County, which Mr. Franks
represented both as a state Assem-
blyman and later Congressman,
showed the highest victory for Mr.
Schundler’s opponent, with 56 per-
cent of the vote.

Meanwhile, Mr. Schundler’s vic-
tory has literally rewritten the rules
of this election, vaporizing Demo-
cratic opponent and Woodbrige
Mayor Jim McGreevey’s claim that
he is a Trenton outsider.

Until recently, Mr. McGreevey’s
campaign had been tailored to chal-
lenge the GOP’s hegemony over state
politics. That could have been an
effective strategy against insiders Mr.
Franks or Mr. DiFrancesco. Now,
Mr. McGreevey must face a candi-
date who overturned that very lead-
ership to win its nomination.

Mr. McGreevey has already begun
attacking Mr. Schundler as an ex-
tremist, an argument nicely set-up
by some of the closing battles of the
Franks Campaign. Though Mr.
Schundler said he sees the top issues
of this campaign as lowering prop-
erty taxes, reforming public schools,
providing school choice, reversing
sprawl and removing Garden State
Parkway tolls, there is little doubt
that his anti-abortion and pro-gun
ownership stances will be topics of

debate.
Mr. Schundler said his views

against abortion and in favor of right-
to-carry laws, a contrast from the
opinions of most moderate Republi-

cans, were personal beliefs that would
not specifically be on his agenda as
governor.

“I don’t think that it would be
worth spending time on the issue
unless I saw a change in the public
sentiment,” said Mr. Schundler on
the right for certain citizens to carry
concealed weapons.

He said the same was true for the
abortion issue, except for partial-
birth abortions, an issue that he feels
there is already public consensus
against.

“I don’t think the role of a leader in
a democracy is to impose his will on
the unwilling majority,” Mr. Schundler
said. He added that he felt Mr.
McGreevey was being intolerant of
religious beliefs that oppose abortion.

Meanwhile, speculation remains
about why Mr. Schundler won as

well as the consequences of his vic-
tory.

From one-issue voters to Mr.
Franks’ short candidacy to a
grassroots e-mail network, reasons

for Mr. Schundler’s David versus
Goliath victory are as widespread
as they are diverse. Ask Mr.
Schundler, however, and he’ll tell
you it was good old fashioned cam-
paigning.

“I presented credible solutions
to problems that people really do
care about,” he said, adding that
instead of throwing sound bites at
people he would sit down with
them and explain issues, turning
them into articulate supporters.

Mr. Frigerio said he thought the
victory simply came down a mat-
ter of the candidate’s message.

As for the aftermath, some party
officials say that although the Re-
publican Party ranges from mod-
erates to conservatives, no ideo-
logical battle lines have been
drawn.

Westfield Town Republican
Committee Chairman Jon
Bramnick said he didn’t feel that
the victory was any signal that the
Republicans were moving right,
though “there is always competi-
tion between the moderates and

conservatives.”
Not counting absentee ballots, Mr.

Franks won in Westfield by only one
vote, 1,048 to 1,047.

When asked if any confidence in
GOP leadership may have been un-
dermined, Mr. Bramnick, who had
originally supported Mr. Franks, said
he did not think that the case.

“I don’t think it was anti-leader-
ship so much as it was pro-Schundler,”
he said.

“I don’t think it undermines any-
thing,” said Mr. Frigerio. “Politics is
the art of compromise.”

Mr. Frigerio said he thought that if
Mr. Schundler could defeat Mr.
Franks, he could beat Mayor
McGreevey as well. “Bret’s got some
very popular issues, and I don’t know
that McGreevey can match them,” he
said.

Kenneth Lipstein Elected
SP Democratic Chairman

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Bret Schundler

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Scotch Plains Democratic Com-
mittee, at its July 2
reorganization meet-
ing, unanimously,
elected Kenneth
Lipstein as its new
chairman.

Mr. Lipstein, an at-
torney, is an 18-year
resident of Scotch
Plains. He ran for Town-
ship Council in 1996
and served as Munici-
pal Prosecutor in 1999.

“I am grateful for
the unanimous endorsement of my
fellow Democrats,” Mr. Lipstein
stated. “I am pleased to be chair-
man of a united and strong Demo-
cratic Party. I view my role as
chairman to support our Demo-

cratic elected officials and candi-
dates in their efforts to
bring good government
to Scotch Plains. I par-
ticularly look forward to
supporting Pat Romano
in her candidacy for
Township Council.

“Pat, a long-time resi-
dent of Scotch Plains,
brings real experience
working in municipal
government and will be
a great asset to our gov-
erning body,” Mr.
Lipstein said.

Garnering enough support as a
write-in candidate in Democratic
Primary on June 26th, she will face
Republican Guy Celentano in the
fall election for an unexpired term
on the Township Council.

Kenneth Lipstein

Guards Charged in Cheating Verizon Out
Of $100,000; Scheme Uncovered in Township
SCOTCH PLAINS — More than

30 persons, including an Essex
County jail guard and six Hudson
County corrections officers, have
been charged with participating in a
scheme that defrauded Bell Atlantic
– now Verizon — out of more than
$100,000 last year.

Beginning on the morning of June
29 and continuing late into the af-
ternoon of July 2, detectives from
the Union County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice were issuing third degree theft
charges to defendants in three co-
mities from throughout Northern
New Jersey and even to prison in-
mates who took part in the scam.

More than 30 persons, most of
them Hudson and Essex county resi-
dents, are scheduled to appear in
Superior Court in Elizabeth on Tues-
day, July 24, on charges they cheated
Bell Atlantic, now called the Verizon
telephone company, out of money
they owed for phone bills.

Union County Prosecutor Tho-
mas V. Manahan said the fraudulent
scheme, first uncovered in April of
2000, was made possible because a
former customer service employee
working in Scotch Plains allegedly
cut or eliminated customer balances
for a fee while her acquaintance set
up and collected partial payments
that he kept for himself.

Authorities said the person be-
lieved to be the mastermind of the
scam is Carlos A. Wilson, 31, who
has been employed as a corrections
officer at the Hudson County Jail in
Jersey City for more than five years.

Wilson was served last Friday,
through his attorney, with charges
which include second degree con-

spiracy, second degree theft and of-
ficial misconduct and would lose
his job if convicted.

“We suspect that he found the
customers, including fellow offic-
ers and even inmates at the jail, and
offered to have their phone bills
credited during the period of the
thefts in exchange for cash pay-
ments of half the amount owed,”
said First Assistant Prosecutor James
F. Keefe.

Mr. Keefe said a detailed and
painstaking Special Prosecutions
Unit investigation, led by Sergeant
Robert Jones, involved personal vis-
its to dozens of telephone custom-
ers to determine how accounts were
being reduced to zero balances by a
phone company employee.

The 14-month probe determined
that accounts were being illegally
altered by a customer service repre-
sentative who worked at a phone
company office on Cellar Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

Kimberly Bradley, 31, who was
actually authorized to work only on
business and corporate accounts, was
reportedly reducing or eliminating
phone bill accounts and Wilson was
allegedly supplying her with the
names of the persons who would be
illegally credited for calls they made,
authorities stated.

Bradley, who was fired shortly
after the thefts were discovered, was
served last Thursday in the County
Prosecutor’s Office upon her return
from a trip to Florida.

The conspiracy investigation de-
termined that Wilson was actually
taking the money from the custom-
ers, including other corrections of-

ficers and inmates at the jail where
he worked, and then paying Bradley
about $100 for each time she made
an adjustment.

Lieutenant Patricia Leonard,
Commander of the Special Prosecu-
tions Unit, said detectives had to
visit more than a hundred customers
to check on accounts, see who was
responsible for paying the bill, and
develop evidence on each theft case.
She said the total of the thefts to
date is approximately $103,000 and
restitution will be sought in each
case, with some bills owed of $1,000
or more.

The investigation is continuing,
according to Assistant Prosecutor
Susan Gleason, and charges are ex-
pected to be served on at least 19
other North Jersey residents who
made arrangements to have illegal
reductions of their home telephone
bills.

Charges have been lodged in
Union County against Bradley, who
was fired from her job shortly after
the thefts were discovered and will
be served with her charges upon her
return from a trip to Florida.

Leonard said telephone company
officials learned last spring that the
thefts may have taken place for about
four or five months before they were
discovered through internal secu-
rity measures.

“We believe that everyone of the
dozens and dozens of persons con-
tacted by our detectives knew they
were cheating the telephone com-
pany,” said Ms. Gleason, who said
each was served at their home or
place of employment with the crimi-
nal complaints.


