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After all these years, Valley National Bank is still providing the best deals
for our customers and our community. Stop into any Valley branch or 
call us and start enjoying ValleyRewards today.

[

[Introducing

ValleyRewardsSM

For New 
Checking Account

Customers

©2001 Valley National Bank. Member FDIC. Member Federal Reserve System. ValleyRewards—this limited-time offer is available to new Valley personal checking account customers only and may be withdrawn 
without prior notice. The ValleyRewards checking accounts will be free of service fees and minimum balance requirements for a 24-month period commencing on the day of account opening. Other fees will apply. First
order of 200 Safety Style checks will be free of charge. At the conclusion of the 24-month period, service fees and minimum daily balance fees applicable to the Convenience Checking Account program will apply, as
published in Valley’s then-current Schedule of Fees brochure. Offer limited to one ValleyRewards checking account per new customer. 

■  FREE checking for two years

■  First 200 checks absolutely FREE

When you’re approved for a Valley Check Card, you’ll 
also receive:

■  A $25 grocery certificate to a neighborhood 
supermarket

■  10-cent reward credit every time you make 
a purchase with your Valley Check Card

1-800-522-4100 ~ www.valleynationalbank.com

Banking / Just like it’s supposed to be.®

[
75 years 

125 branches
Same roots

Just like it’s supposed to be.

[
See us in the Verizon Yellow Pages.

Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a
Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.

(908) 789-9000INJURY CASES

Jim Hely

15 East Broad St. Westfield, NJ
908-654-6440

IN UNION COUNTY, IT’S:

FOR CELLULAR PHONES, BEEPERS & PAGERS

StaStaStaStaStay Ofy Ofy Ofy Ofy Offffff R R R R Route 22oute 22oute 22oute 22oute 22
Find Everything You Want
Locally & Conveniently
Including:
• Cellular Plans
   For Everyones Needs
• Personalized
   Service

Fax : 908-654-6441

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION

OWNER OPERATED • SERVING UNION CO.

Bob Franks Takes on New Role As
Head of HealthCare Institute of NJ
NEW BRUNSWICK  — Former

New Jersey Congressman, Guberna-
torial and U.S. Senate candidate Bob
Franks has a new job.

Mr. Franks been appointed Presi-
dent of the HealthCare Institute of
New Jersey, the organization’s Board
of Trustees announced July 9. Mr.
Franks will assume his new title on
Wednesday, August 1. He succeeds
William H. Tremayne, who is retir-
ing.

The HealthCare Institute of New
Jersey is an association of 17 re-
search-based pharmaceutical and
medical technology companies in
New Jersey-Based in New
Brunswick. The Institute’s goal is to
raise public awareness of the
industry’s activities in the industry’s
activities in the state.

“The Institute’s Board of Trustees
believes Bob will add tremendous value
to the Institute, helping to educate the
public about the pharmaceutical in-
dustry and its impact,” said Raymond
V. Gilmartin, Chairman, President and
Chief Executive Officer of Merck &
Co., Inc. and Chairman of the
HealthCare Institute of New Jersey.

“With his significant political expe-
rience, Bob is an expert at elevating
public understanding of complex is-
sues. Considering the major impact
our industry has on the state, it is
critical that New Jerseyans have a solid
understanding of what we do,” he said.

In accepting the position Mr.
Franks said, “The pharmaceutical
and medical technology industry
makes an invaluable contribution to
our state and the health of our resi-
dents. Not only is the industry a
major source of employment oppor-

tunities, its commitment to research
and development is helping people
live longer, healthier lives. I look
forward to advancing an industry

that is dedicated to improving and
saving lives.”

In his new role, Mr. Franks will be
responsible for working with the
HealthCare Institute of New Jersey’s
Board of Trustees to develop and
oversee implementation of strategies
to heighten awareness and under-
standing of the pharmaceutical and
medical technology industry.

He also will lead efforts to align
the Institute’s interests with other
stakeholders in the health care field,
such as academic research institu-
tions, hospitals, public health offi-
cials, physicians, nurses and other
health care professionals.

Spokeswoman Rebecca Perkins
said the former congressman has al-
ways been supportive and aware of
the importance the pharmaceutical
industry has in New Jersey.

“It certainly seems like a logical
fit,” she told The Westfield Leader
and The Times of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood.

The Institute would not disclose
the salary Mr. Franks will receive.

Mr. Franks was elected to four
consecutive terms as Congressman
for New Jersey’s Seventh District,
which covers parts of Union,
Somerset, Middlesex and Essex coun-
ties. Mr. Franks completed his fourth
term in January. He was defeated in
a close battle for the U.S. Senate last
November and lost to Bret Schundler
in the Republican Party Gubernato-
rial nomination on June 26.

During his tenure in congress, Mr.
Franks served on the Budget and
Transportation & Infrastructure Com-
mittees. In the 106th Congress, the
Transportation & Infrastructure Com-
mittee reorganized and Mr. Franks
became chairman of the new Eco-
nomic Development, Public Build-
ings, Hazardous Materials and Pipe-
line Transportation Subcommittee.

He was co-chairman of the North-
east-Midwest Congressional Coali-
tion and founded the Congressional
Task Force on Manufacturing. He
also was co-chairman of the Missing
and Exploited Children’s Caucus,
and sponsored numerous bills aimed
at protecting children.

Before serving in congress, Mr.
Franks was a member of the New
Jersey Assembly for 13 years, repre-
senting the 22nd district, which covers
Union and Somerset Counties. A resi-
dent of Berkeley Heights, Mr. Franks
has a bachelor’s of arts degree from
DePauw University and a law degree
from Southern Methodist University.

Bob Franks

Congressman Ferguson Unveils
Legislation Targeting Gun Safety

By STEPHEN CHIGER
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

KENILWORTH — A little over six
months into his job, freshman Con-
gressman Michael A. Ferguson (R-
7th) is preparing to introduce his sec-
ond piece of legislation, a bill target-
ing gun safety.

The bill, which will be put forward in
the next few months, will address a
major component of Mr. Ferguson’s
campaign pledge, the congressman said.

Jackie Moran, his legislative direc-
tor, said the proposed law will address
child safety locks, smart gun technol-
ogy, registration, and closing the gun
show loophole. Mr. Ferguson said he
did not want to speak in detail about the
legislation, which is now in draft form.

According to Ms. Moran, Mr.
Ferguson’s office has also begun pre-
liminary discussions of another poten-
tial bill aimed at gun trafficking.

She said that New Jersey has a par-
ticularly high rate of gun trafficking,
usually coming from the south. Ac-
cording to the Department of Justice,
guns come into New Jersey from less
regulated states via Interstate 95.

Meanwhile, the Congressman ap-
peared in Kenilworth on July 3rd to
talk about some other hot topics -
education reform and Social Security
- in part of a series of Town Hall
meetings designed to provide interac-
tion with his constituents. About 20
people attended the gathering at the
Kenilworth Municipal Building,
where Mr. Ferguson answered ques-
tions and discussed his job.

Though the pending legislation was
not discussed, the evening did focus
heavily on education, which Mr.
Ferguson identified as his main priority.

“One of the things that I obviously

feel most strong about is the educa-
tion issue,” he said before outlining
his steps for education reform.

His plan includes giving local schools
more flexibility in how they spend fed-
eral funds, increasing accountability
through state administered tests, hiring
new teachers to reduce class size and
expanding charter schools.

Mr. Ferguson spoke at length about
his first piece of legislation, “Helping
Children Succeed by Funding the In-
dividuals with Disabilities Education
Act (IDEA),” which if passed will pay
40 percent of special education costs.

The bill is actually designed to ful-
fill a promise made by the federal
government in 1975, when it passed
IDEA. Calling the original law a “huge
under-funded federal mandate,” Mr.
Ferguson noted that today the govern-
ment only provides about 15 percent
of special education funding, with tax-
payers footing much of the difference.

Under his legislation, New Jersey
would receive more than $725 million
in funding by 2007, as compared to less
than $170 million received last year.

The bill, which has 67 cosigners,
was referred to the House Education
and the Workforce Committee on June
20. According to Ms. Moran, Vermont
Senator Jim Jeffords, who recently
made national headlines when he
changed from a Republican to an In-
dependent and supported a Democratic
takeover of the Senate majority, has
also succeeded in placing matching
legislation in the senate education bill.

There has been “great momentum
behind it (this bill),” Ms. Moran said.

Mr. Ferguson is also one of 223 co-
sponsors of the “America’s Better
Classroom Act,” which provides up to
$660 million in incentives for local
governments to bond for school con-
struction. That bill was referred to
both the House Education and the
Workforce and House Ways and
Means Committees on June 20.

Since he began his term in office,
Mr. Ferguson has co-sponsored bills
to eliminate the marriage tax, double
the per-child tax credit, and end racial
profiling. On June 28, Mr. Ferguson
co-sponsored a new bill to require
background checks at all “events that
provide a venue for the sale, offer for
sale, transfer or exchange of firearms.”

The other major issues discussed at
the meeting were Social Security and
Medicare. Mr. Ferguson spoke both
of lock-box legislation passed earlier
this year as well as reform for both
systems. He said the 1 percent return
that taxpayers receive on their Social
Security payments was “like the gov-
ernment stealing your money.”

A large portion of the evening was
also dedicated to a question and an-
swer session for local residents.

Elected last fall, Mr. Ferguson has
been working over a half-year in the
first elected position he has ever held.

Acupuncture and Herbal Clinic

All Pains Anxiety
Sport injuries Stress
Arthritis Gastrointestinal
Fibromyalgia Stop smoking
Migraine PMS
Asthma Abnormal menses
Fatigue Menopausal syndrome
Insomnia and more
Leads toNatural Healing

Ying An-Senior Discount-

 505 E. Broad St. Westfield  •  (908) 654-7304

Physician in Chinese Medicine   15 Years Experience
Licensed Acupuncurist by NJ & NY Medical Board
Faculty of Pacific College of Oriental Medicine, NY

“I think we’ve had a very positive
and successful six months in office,”
said Brian Donahue, Mr. Ferguson’s
Deputy Chief of Staff.

According to Mr. Donahue, last
Tuesday’s gathering was the fifth in
the series of Town Hall meetings. The
next one is scheduled to be held at the
Scotch Plains Municipal Building on
Wednesday, August 8 at 7:30 p.m.

Space Available in Small Fry Pro-
gram that began on July 9.

This program, open to four- and
five-year-olds, is held Mondays and
Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to noon at
Jerseyland Park.

Summer Concert Series Begins
The second concert in this series

will be held tonight, Thursday, July
12, at 8 p.m. on the Village Green
when “Kings Road Swings” takes the
stage. Kids entertainer Joe Paris will
open the evening’s entertainment at
7 p.m. The Green is located on the
side of the Scotch Plains Municipal
Building at 430 Park Avenue.

Trip to Maine Canceled Due to
Lack of Registration.

Another trip is planned to Biltmore
and Ashville, N.C., Sunday through
Friday, October 21 through October
26. A $100 deposit is due by Friday,
September 21. Double occupancy costs
$765. Please call the Recreation Of-
fice at (908) 322-6700, extension no.
222, for more information.

Drive, Chip & Putt Jr. Golf Skills
Competition

Held at the Scotch Hills Country
Club at Plainfield and Jerusalem Av-
enues, the competition began on Fri-
day, July 6, starting at 3:30 p.m. The
first 120 children will compete for
free in this event.

Sports skills, drills and agility camp
(karate)

The camp will be held Monday,
July 30, to Friday, August 3 and
Monday, August 6, to Friday, August
10, at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
The cost is $110 for residents and
$125 for non-residents. Currently,
the Recreation Office does not have
enough registration for the first week
so they may be forced to combine the
kids into the second week.

Teen Night: Friday, August 17.
All Scotch Plains and Fanwood

teenagers are invited to attend a sum-
mer bash at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School from 7 to 10 p.m. Please
call (908) 322-6700, extension no.
222 for further details.

*  *  *  *  *
“Scotch Plains Recreation Events”

is published every other week in The
Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood.
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