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Check it out on the Web!
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BUONPANE SCORES 3; MARSELLA GETS 3 HITS, 2 RBI

Bail Bondsmen Roll in Sixth;
Nab Struggling Misfits, 13-6

Talksomecents 
toyourkids.

Banking / Just like it’s supposed to be.®

1-800-522-4100 ~ www.valleynationalbank.com

[ [Introducing Valley’s

Kids First 
Savings
ClubSM

Bring your kids and their piggy banks into a Valley branch and watch their

faces light up as they pour their coins into our VCoinWorksSM machine. They’ll see

nickels and dimes add up to dollars, and then they can use the money to open

a new Kids First Savings Club account. They’ll earn an incredible 4.00%

Annual Percentage Yield. And we’ll match up to the first $10 they deposit!

Kids without coins are welcome, too. Valley understands the importance of

saving, and that’s why we make it fun for kids to start early. 

Stop into a Valley branch* today.

*VCoinWorks are available at most Valley branches.  Call 1-800-522-4100 for the branch location closest to you. Valley will match up to the first $10 on initial deposit only. The Kids
First Savings Club account is available to children and teenagers under age 18.  After the age of 21 the interest rate reverts to the regular Passbook rate.  Minimum balance required
is $1.00. Rate accurate as of 4/17/01 and is subject to change without prior notice. Early withdrawal penalty if account is closed prior to 14 months. Certain restrictions may apply. 
© 2001 Valley National Bank. Member FDIC. Member Federal Reserve System. 

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

First placed in the B Division of
the Scotch Plains Men’s Softball
League, Chico’s Bail Bonds bullied
the struggling Misfits and grabbed a
13-6 victory at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains on July 2. The Bonds-
men had trouble getting the collar on
the Misfits until they burst out with a
five-run sixth inning.

Chico’s Bondsmen posted an 18-
hit attack and were led by Larry
Marsella who had three singles and
two RBI and leadoff batter Guy
Buonpane who rapped a double and
a single and scored three runs. The
Misfits totaled 11 hits and were led
by Rich Ernst and Nick Sapia who
each had two hits, an RBI and a run
scored and George Potvinski who
thumped a three-run triple.

Defense played a key role. Misfit
pitcher Andy Koppel initiated a fine
double play by snaring a pop up
midway between home and third and
firing to first in time to catch the
runner off base. Misfit left fielder
Potvinski gunned down a Bondsman
attempting to stretch a single to a
double. Chico’s Bondsman third
baseman Nick Monachia made a div-
ing, rolling circus catch of an infield

pop up and shortstop Marsella initi-
ated a slick 6-4-3 double play.

Some defense, however, was not good
“D” as the Misfits committed five errors
and the Bondsmen made them pay.
Chico’s Bondsmen were not infallible
either as they had two miscues.

Chico’s scored a run in the bottom
of the first when Buonpane singled,
moved to third on the right fielder’s

error and scored on Mike Lembo’s
grounder to first. Five more Bonds-
men stomped the plate in the second.
John DeFauw tripled, Brian
Donnelley poked an RBI single and
Jake Jakubic ripped an RBI double.
Greg Watson beat out an infield
single, Nick Musano hacked an RBI
single, then Watson scored on the

IS TOBACCO SMOKE
IN THE ENVIRONMENT

BOTHERING YOU?

IS TOBACCO SMOKE
IN THE ENVIRONMENT

BOTHERING YOU?

INFORMATION AND COMPLAINT LINE
1-877-793-3177 TOLL FREE

Union LINCS Tobacco Control Program In Cooperation
With Union County Health Officers Association

PIETRUCHA GETS 2 RBI, GIBBONS ALLOWS 3 HITS

St. Thomas Prevails, Topples
St. Jude, 3-1, in Bumper

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A run in the second and two in the
sixth inning provided a feisty St.
Thomas team enough punch to gain
a, 3-1, victory over St. Jude as the
two first-placed teams clashed head
on, in St. Bartholomew’s Oldtimers
Men’s Softball League
action at Brookside Park
in Scotch Plains on July 6.

St. Thomas managed to
scrape up seven hits off
pitching ace Joe Matuska
while crafty St. Thomas
pitcher Keith Gibbons was
most impressive, hum-
ming through the game
allowing just three hits,
walking two and striking
out three. Also, both de-
fenses rose to the occa-
sion and pulled off numer-
ous fine plays.

St. Thomas head
honcho, Tom Henderson
summarized the game by
saying, “We had outstand-
ing pitching tonight and
great infield play, includ-
ing several key double
plays along with timely
hits. The other team played well.
They held us because our bats usu-

ally respond better. Both teams would
of liked to have had more hits, but we
made the most of what we got.”

St. Thomas came out slugging in
the top of the second when Kevin
Lonergan crushed a triple for the first
hit of the game. “I came in feeling
nice after coming off a rough injury.

I had a nice level swing and got the
heart of the ball,” he said.

Asked why he didn’t make it all
the way home, Lonergan said, “I’m
still a little slow, but I’m working on
that.”

Brian Mahoney followed with an
RBI single into the gap, giving St.
Thomas a 1-0 edge.

Although not scoring,
Henderson yanked a
single to left and Gary
Cardinale dropped one to
right in the top of the third
for St. Thomas. In the
meantime, Gibbons sat
down eight consecutive
sluggers before Billy
Hicks smoked a double
deep to center in the bot-
tom of the inning, but no
St. Jude cleat was able to
trample home plate.

Neither team was par-
ticularly eager to use any
ammunition until the bot-
tom of the sixth when St.
Thomas upped the score
to 3-0 when Mahoney
unleashed a single, Ed
Marchelitis mosied to first
on six pitches and Steve
Pietrucha battered a two-
RBI triple.

“It’s do or die and there’s nothing
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DIDONATO DETONATES 2 HOMERS, KNOCKS IN 5 RBI

Powerful St. ‘Pats’ Pulverize
St. Blaise, 18-7, in Bumper
By SETH AUGENSTEIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Hitting seems to be what the St.
Bartholomew’s Oldtimers Softball
League is about. In a huge sixth
inning against formidable St. Blaise,
second-placed St. Patrick produced
runs when they counted and pro-
ceeded to claim an 18-7 victory at
Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains.

Lee DiDonato was the offensive
highlight for the Pats as he went 3-
for-4 with two homers and five RBI.
Despite a first inning call that took
away another DiDonato home run
because he did not touch second
base, St. Patrick scored twice off his
shot. The concise star was impressed
with his performance.

“Oh yeah,” he said.
St. Blaise answered in the second

with a three-run bellow, then it was
touch and go until the sixth, when St.
Patrick detonated for six and seized
the momentum.

Tom Straniero was an offensive
and defensive thorn in the side of St.
Patrick throughout. With his Pete
Rose-like energetic play, he netted
three hits and two RBI, and turned a
dazzling double play. His verbal pro-
ficiency and mastery of game psy-
chology also set St. Patrick on edge.

Blaise Captain Tom Sherwin and
Jim Romagnano also produced.
Sherwin went 2-for-3 with two RBI
while Romagnano went 2-for-4 with
an RBI from a solo homer.

In addition to DiDonato, slugger
Charles Laskowski thumped a triple
and a single and amassed three RBI.
The triple left like an express train
but had the hang-time of a parachute
care package. Also, Captain Pat
Luongo went 3-for-3 with three
singles and was solid on the bench as
well, effectively steering his past
deficits into blowout leads.

“We are on a roll,” he said suc-

cinctly.
Banging Derek Von Langen went 2-

for-3, and capped the sixth inning rally
with a towering three-run homer; how-
ever, he pleased his teammates even
more with his postgame barbeque.

St. Pat’s consistent offensive pro-
duction was supported by injured
Anthony Blasi’s effective pitching,
and some key defense that backed
him up, especially in the last two
innings when it brought the St. Blaise
machine to a halt. In the sixth, second

baseman John DeVito caught a sharp
line drive and quickly tossed to David
Hagan at first to complete a double
play. In the seventh, Ken Larson
snagged a Straniero shot at third for
the first out, which dampened the
chance of a rally before it began.

St. Patrick’s consistently-applied
pressure in every aspect of the game
has kept them in the hunt for first.
However, St. Blaise knows that what
really counts is the momentum come
playoff time in late August.

SOCCER SKILLS
AND DRILLS INC.

(908) 753-8240
Tom Turnbull, Dir.

A YEAR ROUND SOCCER TUTORING
SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES, WE

SPECIALIZE IN THE DEVELOPMENT
OF BALL CONTROL SKILLS.

Because A Left Foot Is A Terrible Thing To Waste

Summer Clinics: June
25th thru August 17th

1325 Terrill Road • SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ  •  (908) 322-5552

Parker
GREENHOUSES FARM & GARDEN CENTER
Parker

You’re invited to our

LANDSCAPE
SHOW & SALE

• Let our designers help you design the perfect landscape
• Come meet the Parker Designers
• Bring photos & dimensions of your home
• See hundreds of varieties of landscape plants
• Area’s largest selection of garden accessories

Present coupon at time of contract. One coupon per customer.  Not to
be combined with any other special offers. Coupon expires July 31, 2001

PRESENT THIS AD FOR

Landscape Services
Valued at $5000 or Moreoff

SATURDAY
July 14, 2001

9am-5pm

ONE DAY
ONLY!

20-50% Off
Garden Center Sale!

Select Trees, Shrubs,
Flowering Plants & Hanging Baskets

Plus...

Sale thru 8/1/01.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VICTIM OF A FORCE PLAY...Bail Bondsman Larry
Marsella, right, is out on a force play at second in the third
inning against the Misfits.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RIPPING AN RBI DOUBLE...Guy Bounpane of Chico’s
Bail Bonds rips an RBI double to center in the second inning
against the Misfits.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SMOKING A DOUBLE TO DEEP CENTER...St. “Wild Bill”
Hicks of St. Jude smokes a double to deep center field in the
third against the St. “Tom” boys.


