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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

WESTFIELD – The First Baptist
Church of Westfield, located at 170
Elm Street, will conduct its Vacation
Bible School from Monday through
Friday, July 23 to 27, from 6:30 to
8:30 p.m.

The theme for the week will be a
“Polar Expedition,” which the Rever-
end Dee Dee Turlington, Senior Min-
ister of First Baptist, has described as
“an exciting, fun-filled, Bible-based
program that kids, teenagers and adults
will love.”

Each evening, children ranging in
age from 4 through those who have
completed fifth grade will start their
activities by forming small groups
called Cool Crews.

All the Cool Crews will gather at
the “Sing and Play Blast” to sing and
do motions to upbeat Bible songs that
will introduce youngsters to the con-
cepts they will be learning that evening.

The Cool Crews will then visit five
different stations, such as watching

“Chadder Chipmunk” on video, hav-
ing fun at “Glacier Games” and creat-
ing “Cool Crafts.”

Each station will be lead by trained
volunteers of the First Baptist Church.

The public is welcome to partici-
pate. While the program is free, early
registration is required. For more in-
formation, please call the church of-
fice at (908) 233-2278 or send an
email to 1st.baptist.westfield@att.net.

STRONG IN THEIR FAITH…Temple Emanu-El of Westfield confirmed 28 tenth-grade students from several local
communities May 28. Pictured, left to right, are: Back row, Alexander Bilowitz, William Masket, Daniel Kurtter, Joshua
Heffler, Alexander Rowen, Josh Lerner, Douglas Chananie, Jordan Warner, Stephen Allen, Ben Masel, Joshua Lasky, David
Koeppel, David Eisenberg, Andrew Tucker and Daniel Lange; middle row, Lauren Ferretti, Emily Gross, Anna Tabachnik,
Lauren Pollack, Sara Ackerman, Orlee Maimon, Sarah Alderdice, Rachel Kurtter, Rachel Skolnick, Allison Lemberg,
Shelby Cherin, Lauren Federgreen and Emily Kahn, and front row, Student Cantor Leon Sher, Rabbi Mary Zamore, Cantor
Martha Novick, Rabbi Charles A. Kroloff, Rabbi Renee Edelman and Tamara Ruben, Reform Jewish Educator.

Froma Charles Helps Callers
Through Her Own Experiences

SCOTCH PLAINS – Teaching for
nearly 25 years at Plainfield High
School taught Froma Charles of
Scotch Plains a few things…about
people, about families and about life
in general.

Now the retired mathematics
teacher is putting some of her life
experience to work for her as a vol-
unteer for CONTACT We Care, the
24-hour telephone crisis hot line,
where she offers the gift
of listening to callers in
need.

“I’ve always been in-
terested in people…and
volunteering for CON-
TACT We Care can be
so rewarding,” said the
73-year-old grand-
mother of six. “So many
callers say, ‘I feel better
after talking to you.
Thank you for being
there for me.”

Mrs. Charles, who was
looking for a volunteer
opportunity that would enrich her
life and enhance her retirement,
signed up for CONTACT’s volunteer
training class five years ago. Since
then, she has devoted eight hours a
month to listening to callers who are
lonely, depressed or stressed.

“Prior to CONTACT, I had volun-
teered as a hospital patient represen-
tative,” she explained. “But in that
position, there weren’t that many
times when I felt I was actually able
to help someone.

“As a volunteer for CONTACT We
Care, I’ve had calls where the person
was all upset – crying, and by the end

of the conversation the caller was
laughing, thanking me and telling
me I am really good for them,” she
noted.

Mrs. Charles, who was widowed
more than 17 years ago, brings great
empathy and compassion to her work
on the telephone lines, according to
a CONTACT spokeswoman. She is
no stranger to loss, having survived
the deaths of her husband, a son, and

all three siblings.
Along with her volun-

teer work, the exercise
enthusiast, avid cyclist
and dedicated bridge
player still keeps her
hand in teaching as an
adjunct professor at Kean
University in Union. “I
enjoy teaching a few
mornings a week and
working with students,”
she said. “I love seeing
the students learning. It’s
very rewarding.”

For information about
volunteering with CONTACT We
Care, or the Volunteer Training Class
beginning Friday, July 20, please
call (908) 490-1480.

Froma Charles

Bible Classes Planned
At Temple Emanu-El
WESTFIELD – Temple Emanu-

El, located at 756 East Broad Street
in Westfield, will offer seven Tues-
day morning Bible classes this sum-
mer. Each session will meet from
9:30 to 11 a.m.

The classes, led by Rabbi Mary
Zamore and Rabbi Renee Goldberg
Edelman, will meet on July 10, 17,
24 and 31 and on August 7, 14 and
21.

Offered free of charge, the classes
are open to all. For further informa-
tion, please call Carolyn Shane at
(908) 232-6770.

Willow Grove Announces
Summer Worship Schedule

SCOTCH PLAINS – The summer
worship schedule has begun at the
Willow Grove Presbyterian Church
in Scotch Plains, with Sunday morn-
ing services held at 10 a.m. in the
Sanctuary.

Following the services will be fel-
lowship and refreshments outdoors,
weather permitting. In the event of
rain, the social hour will take place in

Ryno Hall, downstairs in the church.
Sermon topics for the summer Sun-

days will be taken from Bible pas-
sages submitted by members of the
congregation as being particularly
meaningful to them.

The Reverend Kenneth Hetzel, Pas-
tor, had requested this input and will
preach on these scriptures, with em-
phasis on their relevance in 2001.

People are encouraged to attend the
services in comfortable clothes and to
bring their children. Babies and toddlers
will be cared for in the Children’s Ark.

Bible study classes taught by Rev-
erend Hetzel will continue to meet on
Wednesdays at 8 p.m. and Thursdays
at 10 a.m. in the air-conditioned church
lounge. The classes are currently fo-
cusing on the role and impact of the
Old Testament prophets. Visitors are
always welcome.

Willow Grove is located at 1961
Raritan Road and is completely acces-
sible.

‘Cool Crew’ Activities Set
For Vacation Bible School

Kidney Foundation
Seeks Donations
Of Used Vehicles

AREA – The National Kidney
Foundation of New York/New Jersey
is seeking donations of used cars,
trucks or vans to help the organiza-
tion in its fight against kidney, hy-
pertensive and urologic diseases.

The Foundation will pick up ve-
hicles free of charge and issue a letter
that may be used for tax purposes.

All donations provide funding for
the Kidney Foundation, which is
dedicated to the treatment and cure
of kidney and urinary tract diseases,
improving the health and well-being
of individuals and families affected
by these diseases and increasing the
availability of all organs for trans-
plantation.

The Foundation receives no gov-
ernment support and relies solely on
the generosity of corporations and
the general public. Gifts of real es-
tate and appreciated securities are
also welcome.

For more information on donating
a car, truck or van, please call the
National Kidney Foundation of New
York/New Jersey at (800) 63-DO-
NATE.

Support Program Aids
Adults and Youth
With Disabilities

AREA – The Community Sup-
port Program (CSP) of Community
Access Unlimited offers transi-
tional skill instruction for adults
and youth with disabilities through-
out New Jersey.

CSP serves as a support to people
with disabilities who are either stalled
on long state waiting lists or who are
ineligible for state-funded services.

Services offered through the pro-
gram include daily living skill train-
ing, crisis intervention, after school
programming for youth with special
needs, employment and socializa-
tion opportunities, as well as pro-
vider and brokerage services for the
Governor’s Inclusion Initiative.

For more information about these
services, please call Natasha Herbert
(extension no. 272) toll-free at (800)
354-3096 or (908) 354-3040 or visit
www.caunj.org. Free consultations
are available.

Free Workshop Slated
On Photojournalism
At Township Library
SCOTCH PLAINS – Area resi-

dents are invited to attend a free
workshop on the use of photojour-
nalism to preserve one’s family his-
tory on Tuesday, July 10, at 7:30
p.m. at the Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary, located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue.

Mickey Howard, a Creative Memo-
ries consultant, will explain simple
and easy ways to document family
information and create a unique
record of one’s family history. Par-
ticipants are invited to bring along a
favorite family photograph.

For more information about this
presentation, please call Ms. Howard
at (908) 889-5954.

Blood Shortages Lead to Call
For Increased Donations

AREA – New Jersey Blood Ser-
vices (NJBS) has declared an emer-
gency blood donor appeal, effective
immediately, due to a critically low
blood supply.

Anyone eligible to donate is being
urged to call NJBS toll-free at (800)
933-BLOOD to make a donation
appointment at one of many blood
drives or permanent sites sponsored
by NJBS.

“Due to our low blood inventory,
we were forced to cut shipments of
Type O to New Jersey area hospitals
six weeks ago and we have been
chronically short of Type B Negative
blood since the beginning of the year,”
explained John Giandelone, Execu-
tive Director of NJBS, the chief sup-
plier of blood products to nearly 60
hospitals in New Jersey.

Blood shortages severely compro-
mise health care delivery and can
result in canceled surgeries, emer-
gency room closures, administering
type-mismatched transfusions to
hospital patients or worse, according
to a statement issued by NJBS.

“We know donations in recent years
have been impacted by changing
workplace dynamics resulting in re-
duced workforces and increases in
telecommuting and consulting. We
also know lack of free time and con-
venience are factors,” Mr. Giandelone
pointed out. “But there is simply no
substitute for donated blood.”

Confusion over donor eligibility
may also be a factor in this summer’s
blood shortage, he said.

“We suspect donors and potential
donors are confused about who can
donate, given all that’s been reported
about what is termed ‘mad cow dis-
ease’ in Europe,” Mr. Giandelone
stated. “But at present, any risk of
transmitting the human form of ‘mad
cow disease’ remains theoretical,
versus the real risk of no blood, and
there are no changes in our current
donor eligibility requirements.”

A more chronic contributing fac-
tor to the shortage is the generally

low donor participation rate in area
communities, Mr. Giandelone ob-
served. “Less than 2 percent of eli-
gible people actually donate blood
locally, versus a nationwide average
of 5 percent,” he said.

NJBS has revealed that the de-
mand for blood is up 2 percent, yet
collections since the beginning of its
fiscal year on April 1 are 5 percent
behind goal.

Furthermore, the ability to import
domestically is shrinking due to blood
shortages elsewhere throughout the
nation, and European imports into
the New York metropolitan area have
declined 10 percent so far this calen-
dar year from last year, according to
NJBS.

“As the ability to import blood to
close our supply/demand gap con-
tinues to shrink, we simply must
become a self-sufficient community
as regards blood collection,” Mr.
Giandelone emphasized, adding that
8 million lives are at risk.”

Individuals age 17 and older,
weighing more than 110 pounds and
in good general health are eligible to
participate in the “Give Blood and
Save a Neighbor” campaign this sum-
mer, Mr. Giandelone said. Seven-
teen-year-olds must present written
permission from a parent or guardian
to donate and must present proof of
age.

For more information, please call
toll-free (800) 933-BLOOD.

Hypertension Clinic
Will Not be Offered
During July-August

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Monthly Hypertension (High
Blood Pressure) Clinic will not be
held during the months of July and
August.

The next clinic will take place in
the Community Room of the Scotch
Plains Public Library, 1927 Bartle
Avenue, from 10 a.m. to noon on
Monday, September 10.

Ensign Lauren Majchrzak
Graduates Naval Academy

SCOTCH PLAINS – United States
Navy Ensign Lauren B. Majchrzak,
a 1997 graduate of Union Catholic
High School in Scotch Plains, re-
cently graduated from the United
States Naval Academy in Annapo-
lis, Md., and was commissioned to
her current rank.

Ensign Majchrzak successfully
completed four years of intensive
academic, physical and professional
training, earning a Bachelor of Sci-
ence Degree with a major in math-
ematics.

As a graduate of the Naval Acad-
emy, she finished a comprehensive

program where a strong, balanced
academic program focused on the
educational needs of the Navy and
Marine Corps is superimposed on a
strict, professional military training
environment emphasizing the de-
velopment of leadership skills.

During her four years at the school,
Ensign Majchrzak participated in a
Character Development Program
addressing such issues as ethics,
honor, integrity and human dignity.

In the summer, midshipmen con-
tinue their preparation by serving
aboard ships and at shore stations
around the world.
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Volunteers Needed to Serve
As Rape Crisis Advocates

WESTFIELD – The Union County
Rape Crisis Center is seeking caring,
supportive and committed individu-
als to assist rape survivors during day-
time, evening and weekend shifts.

Bilingual and multilingual individu-
als are especially needed. Training will
prepare advocates to respond with sup-
port and information on the 24-hour
hot line and provide emotional support
and accompaniment at the hospital,
police department, prosecutor’s office
and/or court.

This specialized training to become
a Rape Crisis Advocate, which is man-
dated throughout the state, will be
scheduled twice a week from Tues-
day, September 25, through Thurs-
day, November 15.

Training addresses the different
types of sexual assault, the trauma
experienced by sexual assault survi-
vors and their family members, and
related issues.

In addition to serving as a Rape
Crisis Advocate, volunteers may also
become involved in making educa-
tional presentations to schools or to
groups in the community on sexual
assault topics.

“The Union County Rape Crisis
Center, at 300 North Avenue, East, in

Westfield, a program in the Depart-
ment of Human Services, Division of
Planning, is a comprehensive center
working with survivors of all areas of
sexual assault,” stated Freeholder
Deborah P. Scanlon, Liaison to the
Commission on the Status of Women.

“It’s very important for individuals
to realize that adult males, females,
teenagers or children and their fami-
lies are offered needed services,
whether the sexual assault/abuse took
place recently or years ago,” she added.

Other services provided by the cen-
ter include crisis intervention, coun-
seling and therapy, which are pro-
vided free of charge by qualified pro-
fessionals.

The dates for the volunteer training
are as follow: September 25, October
2, 4, 9, 11, 16, 18, 23, 25 and 30, and
November 1, 8, 13 and 15. Training
will be held from 6:30 to 10 p.m.
Attendance is required at all training
sessions in order to be qualified as a
Center volunteer.

Interested individuals are asked to
call as soon as possible for an inter-
view. For further information, please
call (908) 233-RAPE (7273) between
10 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday.

Westfield Newcomers Posts
Member Activities for July
WESTFIELD – The Westfield New-

comers Club has planned several
member activities for July.

The monthly Ladies dinner will be
a hibachi dinner at the Shiki Japanese
Steakhouse on Tuesday, July 10, at
7:30 p.m.

Club activities for children include
a Family Night at Bowcraft Amuse-
ment Park in Scotch Plains on Thurs-
day, July 12, at 6 p.m. Participants are
asked to meet in the food area.

On Saturday, July 21, at 7:30 p.m.,
there will be a couples’ cocktail party,
with frozen drinks and other summer
favorites, while on Wednesday, July
25, group members are invited to
gather at 11 a.m. for a day at the Point
Pleasant Beach and Boardwalk.

The Family Summer Picnic is sched-
uled for Sunday, August 5, from 11
a.m. to 1:30 p.m., and will include
games, sprinklers, a moon jump and
prizes.

The group’s Annual Summer Bar-
becue will be held on Saturday, Sep-

tember 8, and will feature a Hawaiian
theme this year.

There are weekly park meetings ev-
ery Wednesday at 10 a.m., and for the
month of July, the children’s committee
will meet at Tamaques Park at the climb-
ing area closest to the tennis courts.

The Westfield Newcomers Club is a
social organization which seeks to
welcome new members. Membership
is open to new residents or established
residents who have experienced a
change in lifestyle such as a marriage
or the birth of a baby.

The club has extended its apprecia-
tion to all who supported its clothes
and toy drive for the Elizabeth Coali-
tion to House the Homeless. Approxi-
mately 60 bags worth of supplies were
collected. Club members will collect
packages of diapers for the shelter’s
residents through Saturday, July 14.

For more information about the club
or any of its upcoming activities, please
call Jill Higgins at (908) 301-0626 or
Danielle Bracco at (908) 389-0949.

Good NGood NGood NGood NGood Neeeeewwwwwsssss
“But my God shall supply all your

need according to his riches in glory
by Christ Jesus.”

PHILIPPIANS 4:19 The Gospel


