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Westfield Library Reveals
Summer Story Time Dates

WESTFIELD – The Children’s
Department of the Westfield Memo-
rial Library has announced its calen-
dar of upcoming Story Time pro-
grams to be held at the library, lo-
cated at 550 East Broad Street.

Story Time for pre-school 3-year-
olds will be held on Mondays, July 9
through July 30, from 10:30 to 11
a.m. Story Time for pre-school 4-
year-olds and pre-kindergarten 5-
year-olds will be held on Wednes-
days, July 11 through August 1, from
10:30 to 11 a.m.

Twosday Treats, a program featur-
ing videos, stories, songs and finger-
play, will be held on Tuesdays, July
10 to July 31, from 10:30 to 10:50
a.m. The program is intended for 2-
year-olds and an accompanying
adult; however, during the summer
months, siblings may also partici-
pate.

Lunch Bunch will be offered on
Thursdays, July 12 through August
2, from noon to 1 p.m. Children who
have completed kindergarten through

third grade are invited to bring a
lunch and something to drink and to
enjoy stories, crafts and movies.

No pre-registration is necessary.
Participants may just sign in at the
Children’s Desk on the morning of
the program. Youngsters must have a
Westfield Library card and be the
appropriate age for the Story Time.

Sessions start promptly at 10:30
a.m. or at noon, and no children will
be admitted after the session has
begun. Group size is limited, so par-
ticipants are urged to come early to
ensure a spot.

Pre-schoolers through second
graders are also invited to view ani-
mated versions of favorite picture
books through the library’s Vaca-
tion Video Program on Fridays from
10:30 to 11 a.m., July 6 through
August 10. No registration or sign-
ins are required.

Interested individuals are advised
to visit the Children’s Department
for further details on any of these
programs.
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BEING THEIR BEST…Junior Girl Scouts of Troop No. 829 from McGinn
Elementary School in Scotch Plains gather before their performance of
“Ghostbusters,” from the movie of the same name. The girls were among 15
troops which recently participated in “Be Your Best” Night at McGinn Elemen-
tary School in Scotch Plains. Pictured, left to right, are: Front row, Meghan
Dhaliwal and Jayne Dzuback; middle row, Kathryn Albanese-DeMair, Annie
Smith and Briana Caracter, and back row, Barbie Slaugh, Michele Silverstein,
Emily Jones and Christine Leide.

Girl Scouts Showcase Talents
During ‘Be Your Best’ Night

SCOTCH PLAINS – One hun-
dred-and-fifty kindergarten through
fifth-grade Girl Scouts at McGinn
Elementary School in Scotch Plains
recently held “Be Your Best” Night
in their school auditorium.

Fifteen troops, Daisy through Jun-
ior, celebrated Girl Scout Week with
a performance of songs from stage
and screen for their families, teach-
ers and friends; the cost of admission
was a donation of one baby care item
per family.

The purpose of the event, orga-
nized by fifth-grade Junior leader
Cathy Smith, was to collect baby
care items for “Baby Bundles,” a
Washington Rock Girl Scout Coun-
cil service project that helps local

mothers in need.
Many of the troops practiced since

January for the occasion, which origi-
nated five years ago at McGinn as a
way for older and younger scouts to
work on the “Baby Bundles” project
together.

This year’s Master of Ceremonies,
fifth grader Barbie Slaugh, intro-
duced production numbers from
musicals such as Peter Pan, Okla-
homa!, Damn Yankees and Oliver, as
well as from the movie
“Ghostbusters.”

All baby items collected were do-
nated to Raphael’s Life House, a
transitional home for pregnant
women in Elizabeth.

HELPING HANDS…John Brunetto, a handyman for the Westfield/
Mountainside Chapter of the American Red Cross, performs a job at a local
home. The chapter provides free expertise and labor for small projects for
senior citizens living in Westfield and Mountainside. The senior homeowner or
renter pays only for materials, if any are needed.

WESTFIELD – Senior citizens liv-
ing in Westfield and Mountainside
are benefiting from a home handy-
man service offered by the Westfield/
Mountainside Chapter of the Ameri-
can Red Cross.

The service provides free exper-
tise and labor for small projects,
defined as work that can be com-
pleted within two hours. The senior
homeowner or renter pays for mate-
rials only, if any are needed.

Seniors or a family member or
friend may call the Red Cross chap-
ter at (908) 232-7709 to schedule a
preliminary appointment to discuss
such situations as a dripping faucet,
window screens which need mount-
ing, a wobbly railing or other minor
household widgets that need fixing.

Typical projects involve light car-

pentry, minor plumbing or a little
masonry repair, according to John
Brunetto, who performs such repairs
through the Red Cross program.

“Because it is difficult to get quali-
fied people to your home for the
small jobs and the cost of labor can
be high, the Red Cross helps out with
the Home Handyman Program, one
of its senior services,” he explained.

If a project meets the criteria for
approval, Mr. Brunetto arranges for
the homeowner to provide materials,
if any, that are needed and then sched-
ules a repair date. The service is
provided Mondays, Tuesdays and
Wednesdays between 9 a.m. and 2
p.m., with a two-hour limit per week
per household.

The Westfield/Mountainside
Chapter is headquartered at 321 Elm
Street in Westfield. For the Home
Handyman Program or other senior
services, please call (908) 232-7709.
For other programs and services,
please call (908) 232-7090 or visit
www.westfieldmtside@crossnet.org

YMCA Largest Run Draws
Nearly 100 Local Participants

WESTFIELD — On June 2, al-
most 100 local participants helped
the Westfield Y and the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA celebrate the
150th anniversary of America’s
YMCAs, during the inaugural
YMCA World’s Largest Run, held
at Tamaques Park in Westfield.

Youngsters, teenagers, adults and
families came together at this na-
tionally synchronized, 5K run and
fun walk. The Westfield Y and the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA, to-
gether with 1,200 Ys nationwide,
participated in the event, presented
by Finish Line.

Despite rain and drizzle from coast
to coast, preliminary national fig-
ures revealed that more than 54,000
people ran or walked at the same
time, across five time zones, in what
was described as a “one-of-a-kind
event.”

“We are especially proud that an
additional 15,200 people volun-
teered at YMCA World’s Largest
Run events in their communities,”
said Dan Maier, Director of Asso-
ciation Advancement for YMCA of
the USA and creator of the event.
YMCA of the USA serves as the
national resource for America’s
2,400 Ys.

“This means that a grand total of
69,000 people helped the YMCA
celebrate our 150th anniversary at
the same time, and that’s remark-
able,” he added.

The Guinness World Book of
Records is currently evaluating the
YMCA’s World’s Largest Run and
is considering citing the effort in a
new record category, revealed Dave
McGillivray, technical advisor for
the run and Boston Marathon Race
Director.

“Studies show that kids and adults
stay active only if it’s fun. If this
event is any indication, the Westfield
and Fanwood-Scotch Plains com-
munities will stay active and fit for
a very long time,” said Jean Stone,
World’s Largest Run Race Director
and Member Services Director for

the Westfield Y.
“We’d like to thank everyone who

participated in and volunteered for
this once in a lifetime event,” added
Stanley Kaslusky, Executive Direc-
tor for the Westfield Y.

“We couldn’t have done it with-
out the incredible support of our
national presenting sponsor, Finish
Line, along with Active.com, our
on-line registrar and champion —
all of whom provided resources and
marketing support,” he added.

The Westfield Y serves the com-
munities of Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood and Cranford, while the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA
serves the Fanwood, Scotch Plains
and Clark communities. Both Ys pro-
vide programs to benefit families,
senior citizens, children, adults and
teenagers.

Meetings Slated for Adults
Interested in Catholic Faith
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Immacu-

late Heart of Mary (IHM) Roman
Catholic Church of Scotch Plains
has invited adults who are interested
in joining the Catholic faith to an
inquiry session to learn about its
religious instruction program.

Inquiry sessions will be offered
on Sunday, July 15, at 1 p.m. and
on Monday, July 16, at 7:30 p.m.
All sessions will be held at the
Nazareth Center behind IHM, lo-
cated at 1571 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

The inquiry sessions will provide
an overview of IHM’s religious in-
struction program, the Rite of Chris-
tian Initiation for Adults (RCIA),
followed by a question-and-answer
period.

RCIA is designed for adults age 18
and over and is open to both non-
Christians and Christians of other
faiths. It is also open to baptized
Catholics who received no other sac-
raments or religious instruction.
There is no obligation to continue
with the religious instruction pro-
gram.

Individuals who choose to pursue
RCIA will take part in weekly reli-
gious instruction and Bible study
beginning in September. Upon
completion, they will receive public
recognition of the rites of the Catho-
lic church and become members of
the IHM congregation.

For more information on RCIA,
please call the Reverend Michael
Patete at (908) 889-2100.

WHS Grads Should Have Been Given
Opportunity to March Across Stage

Our Westfield High School students
and their families had a day that was
much-anticipated turn out to be disas-
trously disappointing. Not one student
was able to march across the stage to
formally receive his/her diploma. In
spite of the weather reports, Dr. Petix
and Dr. Foley insisted on continuing
the ceremony as planned.

There is no reason why the ceremony
order could not have been changed so
that the students received their diplo-
mas before all the speeches were deliv-
ered.

Clearly, listening to the speeches was
not a priority for the students on that
day. Instead, the speeches went on, and
as the weather became more and more
stormy, Dr. Petix reprimanded the stu-
dents for not listening as they should
and for engaging in other activities
which are historically part of all gradu-
ation ceremonies.

The beach ball has rarely been miss-
ing from any graduation ceremony that
I have attended over the last seven years,
and I have attended many graduations.
And so the last words the majority of the
students received from their principal
was a reprimand to behave themselves.

It is a sad comment on the state of the
authorities of the educational system of
Westfield when, on a day when rain was
predicted, there was no tenable Plan B
to enable the ceremony to continue once
the rain started. I have had two children
graduate WHS before this. One year,
the ceremony was held in the Armory
because the weather was uncertain.
Therefore, the Armory was a possible
venue for the ceremony.

Although a second ceremony was
belatedly scheduled, no doubt in re-
sponse to the pressure applied by par-
ents of distressed seniors, many seniors
were not able to attend this ceremony.
My own son was scheduled to begin his
summer instruction in music on Sunday
— he had already delayed his atten-
dance due the lateness of the high school
graduation, and he could not delay his

departure for the camp.
And so my son, and the sons and

daughters of many other parents, will
have videos of various speeches but not
students proudly marching across the
stage to receive a diploma for which
they had worked so hard. Grandparents,
aunts and uncles, cousins and friends
that came for the special occasion — in
some cases from considerable distances
— returned home without experiencing
the joy of watching their students for-
mally graduate. And the administrators
of the school system carry on as usual
— no apologies — because it was the
fault of Mother Nature, after all. They
had nothing to do with what happened.

I always thought administrative posi-
tions required one to take responsibility
for mistakes — ultimately administra-
tors are or should be held responsible
for their failure to plan carefully and
take responsibility for problems.

Dr. Julia Bhasin
Westfield

Master Gardeners Thank Visitors for Support
Of Annual Spring Garden Fair And Plant Sale
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On behalf of the Union County Mas-
ter Gardeners Association, I would like
to thank the 1,500 visitors who came
out to our 12th annual Spring Garden
Fair and Plant Sale at Trailside Nature
and Science Center in Mountainside in
May.

Their support for this, our
organization’s only fundraiser, will help
us continue the many community pro-
grams the Master Gardeners offer as a
volunteer outreach arm of Rutgers
Cooperative Extension.

Of course the event would not be a
success without publicity, and we
would like to thank The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times for helping us get our
message out every year by prominent
placement of our press releases. This is
important to us and we wish it known
how much it is appreciated.

In addition several other people de-
serve our thanks. Local businesses
donate generously to the Fair: Will-
iams Nursery, Westfield; Dreyer Farms,
Cranford; Miele Greenhouses, Clark;
and Parker Greenhouses, Scotch Plains.
We would also like to thank the Boy
Scouts of America; Holly Hoffman and

the staff of Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Center; Madeline Flahive
DiNardo, County Agricultural Agent,
and all the staff at the Union County
Extension Service, and staff at various
Union County Government depart-
ments.

I would also like to take this oppor-
tunity to mention that applications are
now being accepted for the Fall Master
Gardener class. The program is open to
any adult, regardless of national origin,
race, gender, age, disability or handi-
cap. The classes will take place every
Tuesday morning from October through
May, and consist of lectures by Rutgers
experts on a wide range of horticultural
topics, and several hands-on projects.
The only cost is for books and written
materials. In exchange, participants are
expected to return 100 hours of volun-
teer time over a three-year period. For
information on the program, call (908)
654-9854, write or visit 300 North
Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090.

Patti DeBlass,
President

Union County Master Garden-
ers Association

Thrift Shop Scheduled
To Reopen Today

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League Thrift Shop, located at 1730
East Front Street in Scotch Plains,
will reopen today, Thursday, July 5,
after a holiday recess.

All the unsold merchandise will
have been bagged away, and a fresh
supply of summer merchandise will
be on display. Especially featured
will be swimsuits and other vaca-
tion clothing.

The Service League welcomes
clothing and bric-a-brac donations
for the Thrift Shop. Operating hours
are 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Tuesday
through Thursday, and 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. on Friday and Saturday. The
Thrift Shop is closed on Sunday and
Monday.

Handyman Service Offered
To Area Senior Citizens


