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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Recreation Activities Posted
For January Through March

While Times May be Prosperous,
The Spirit Still Needs Nurturing

EAGLE CONTINGENT…The Eagle Scout Class of 2000 from Boy Scout Troop
No. 79 of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in Westfield was honored over the
course of three ceremonies during the past year. The distinguished scouts,
pictured left to right, are: Front row, Justin Pregenzer, Louis DiLeo and Joe
Monaco, and back row, Ryan Hogan, Jeff Lynes, Kyle McCloskey and Michael
DiLeo.

Seven Troop No. 79 Scouts
Are Elevated to Eagle Rank

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Recreation Commission has an-
nounced that it will sponsor a series
of activities through the spring.

Free yoga classes will be offered
on Monday, January 29, from 9 to 10
a.m., 10:15 to 11:15 a.m. and 5:30 to
6:30 p.m. in the Community Room
of the Westfield Municipal Building,

located at 425 East Broad Street.
A free Qigong demonstration will

be held in the Community Room on
Monday, February 5, at 7:30 p.m.
Interested individuals may respond
by calling (908) 789-4080.

On Friday, February 16, there will
be a bus trip to the Meadowlands for
a New Jersey Devils versus Pitts-
burgh Penguins game.

Tickets cost $50 and includes trans-
portation. The bus will leave from
the Municipal Building at 5:45 p.m.
and return at approximately 11:15
p.m. Interested persons are asked to
respond before Tuesday, February 6.

A bus trip to Franklin Mills is
scheduled for Saturday, February 3.
The bus will leave from the Munici-
pal Building at 9 a.m. and return at
approximately 6 p.m. The cost is
$13.

Street Hockey will be offered on
Saturdays, March 3, 10 and 24, at the
Westfield Memorial Pool parking lot.
The times are as follow: Ages 6 to 9,
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.; Ages 10 to 13,
12:30 to 2 p.m., and Ages 14 to 17, 2
to 3:30 p.m. Participants must have a
stick and helmet.

The Recreation Commission is
seeking volunteers to assist with the
program. Interested individuals may
call (908) 789-4080.

There will be a trip to Ringling
Brothers and Barnum and Bailey
Circus on Sunday, March 18. The
cost is $30 per person. The bus will
leave the Municipal Building at 2
p.m. and return at approximately 6:45
p.m. Persons interested in taking the
trip are asked to respond by Monday,
February 19.

For further information, please call
(908) 789-4080.

WESTFIELD — Seven members
of Boy Scout Troop No. 79, based at
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield, achieved the rank of
Eagle Scout in three separate cer-
emonies during the past year.

Last January, Kyle McCloskey re-
ceived his Eagle Award at a Court of
Honor held at St. Helen’s Church.
Kyle’s Eagle Service Project involved
the repainting of over 100 street signs
in Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

He is currently attending Drexel
University in Philadelphia, where he
is majoring in international business.

In June, three more members of
Troop No. 79 received their Eagle
Scout rank at a ceremony held at
Westfield High School, including
Justin Pregenzer, Jeff Lynes and Jo-
seph Monaco.

Justin’s Eagle Service Project in-

volved coordinating the installation
of a garden at the Senior Citizens
Complex in Westfield. He also de-
veloped a program for maintenance
of the garden by the senior citizens.
Justin hopes to attend the Air Force
Academy next fall.

Jeff’s service project was to build
safety ladders for Tamaques and
Mindowaskin parks. These unique
ladders will be left on the banks of
the park ponds only during the win-
ter months. If someone should fall
through thin ice, the ladder can be
placed on the ice for the victim to
grab and pull himself or herself out.

The Eagle Scout is currently at-
tending the University of Maryland,
where he is a pre-law major.

Joseph’s Eagle Service project took
place in the Japanese Garden at
Westfield High School. He coordi-
nated the cleaning out of accumu-
lated trash, planting of new shrub-
bery and mulching of the entire area.
He will be attending Green Moun-
tain College in Rutland, Vt.

On December 1, Troop No. 79
held a Court of Honor at Westfield
High School, at which James Ryan
Hogan, Louis DiLeo and Michael
DiLeo all received their Eagle Scout
Awards.

Ryan’s Service Project involved
teaching computer skills to the resi-
dents of the Senior Citizens Com-
plex in Westfield, including use of
the Internet and e-mail. He is await-
ing decisions on several colleges,
including Yale University.

Louis DiLeo’s project was to orga-
nize a videotape drive, with the tapes
going to a pediatric unit of St.
Elizabeth’s Hospital. Louis and fel-
low scouts also built shelf units to
house the tapes. He is a sophomore at
the Pingry School in Warren.

Michael DiLeo’s Eagle Service
Project involved organizing a book
drive for a local hospital. In addition,
he and fellow scouts built shelf units
for the books. He is a freshman at the
Pingry School in Warren.

Any boys interested in joining
Troop No. 79 may attend an Open
House on Monday, February 5, from
7 to 8:30 p.m. in St. Helen’s Parish
Center, located on Lamberts Mill
Road and Rahway Avenue in
Westfield. Attendance will qualify
cub scouts for their Boy Scout visita-
tion “Arrow of Light” requirement.

By REV. ANDREW HAMERSLEY

In a town as great as Westfield,
with its natural charm, its wonderful
resources and its close proximity to
the city, the shore and the country,
one would wonder if our residents
had any spiritual needs.

To live in Westfield is to have
arrived in so many ways. Yet, I un-
derstand that last year, before my
arrival in town, local leaders held a
conference on the subject of our
community’s spiritual needs. I am
sorry I missed it.

Clearly, not everybody in our town
or in surrounding towns enjoys un-
limited wealth. Our parish, as I am
sure is true for all the other Westfield
churches, is involved in outreach to
the poor and hungry on a regular
basis.

In November, I had the privilege of
serving lunch to between 100 and
200 people in neighboring Plainfield
in the wonderful soup kitchen. The
month before, I joined in staffing the
homeless shelter while it was in
Cranford. The longer I am honored
to serve in our community, the better
I have eyes to see the less obvious
pockets of need very close to home.

Having said that, however, it re-
mains true to say that ours is prima-
rily a community of substantial re-
sources and privilege. Oddly, this
very success can hinder the life of the
spirit. Jesus talked about how hard it
is for the rich to enter the Kingdom of
God. Remember the part about cam-
els and the eye of needles? It is my
deep suspicion that amid the opu-
lence of many of our lives, there is
created an unsatisfied void – a spiri-
tual hunger.

I am currently reading a fascinat-
ing book called “Both Alike to Thee,”
by Melvyn Matthews. It’s subtitled
“The Retrieval of the Mystical Way.”
Do not be put off by associations
with New Age pseudo-mystics or
highly esoteric practitioners of reli-
gion. This is a fine book, which seeks
to contrast the claims of faith with
the claims of culture. In it, the author
quotes Bernard of Clairvaux in his
work, “On Loving God”:

“When the wandering mind is al-
ways rushing about in empty effort
among the various and deceptive
delights of the world, it grows weary
and remains dissatisfied. It is like a
starving man who thinks that what-
ever he is stuffing himself with is

nothing in comparison with what
remains to be eaten; he is always
anxiously wanting what he has not
got rather than enjoying what he
has.” (Bernard of Clairvaux, “On
Loving God,” VI 18, as quoted in
Melvyn Matthews’ “Both Alike to
Thee: SPCK, London, 2000.”

It reminds me of the television
clicker disease so many of us have.
How many hours are wasted clicking
from channel to channel in a kind of
mindless trance? It is, “the wander-
ing mind, rushing about among the
various and deceptive delights of
this world…” How many of us are
tempted to the mindless consump-
tion of food, alcohol or worse? How
many are obsessed by new cars, new
computers, new cell phones or other
material delights? It is not so simple,
living a life with soul in a context of
abundance.

At the end of February, the Chris-
tian Church will begin its great prepa-
ration for Easter in the 40 days of
Lent. There are some tried and true
ways that those before us have found
to be helpful as we make our way:
prayer, fasting, self-examination and
amendment of life, reading and medi-
tating on God’s Holy Word and do-
ing special works of mercy.

Whether you are preparing for
Easter in the Christian faith, or just
living life as it comes in the last part
of winter, perhaps you would do well
to slow down and breathe a little bit.
Notice what you watch on TV or
what you eat. Listen for “the still
small voice of God” as you under-
stand God.

Reorient your schedule to include
quiet time or exercise or sacred read-
ing. Do one thing each week for
someone who needs help. Write a
heartfelt letter to your mother or
father, even if they are no longer
living. (Send it or not after consult-
ing your therapist, priest or lawyer!)
Living in Westfield has so many
charms and not a few challenges. It is
my faith that God loves you and is
seeking you out. And with God, all
things are possible.

*  *  *  *  *
Reverend Andrew C. Hamersley is

the Rector of St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church in Westfield. He has been
with the church since June, having
previously served for 12 years as
Rector of St. Andrew’s Episcopal
Church in Albany, N.Y.

St. Paul’s Episcopal
To Host Lecture
By Bishop Shaw

WESTFIELD – St. Paul’s Episco-
pal Church in Westfield has been
chosen to host the first of three lec-
tures in the New Jersey area that will
feature theologian and educator
Bishop Thomas Shaw.

Sponsored by the Belshaw Theo-
logical Education Fund of the Epis-
copal Diocese of New Jersey, the
lecture will take place at St. Paul’s
Church tonight, Thursday, January
25, at 7:30 p.m. Admission is free.

Bishop Shaw is the Bishop of
Massachusetts and is a monk of the
Society of St. John the Evangelist.
The topic will be “Spirituality for
Today and Tomorrow.”

For directions to St. Paul’s Church,
located at 414 East Broad Street,
please call Karen Comi, Director of
the Parish Office, at (908) 232-8506,
Extension No. 10, or visit
www.stpaulswestfield.org.

The Belshaw Theological Educa-
tion Fund will also sponsor this lec-
ture tomorrow night, Friday, January
26, at Trinity Cathedral in Trenton at
10 a.m. and at Grace Church in
Haddonfield at 4 p.m.

AND THE WINNER IS…Bob Albino of the Westfield School Boosters con-
gratulates Frank Valentini of Jersey City, the winner of the 2001 Super Bowl
Raffle, which includes a trip for two to Super Bowl XXXV in Tampa and a week
at Disney World.

Boosters Pick Winner
In Super Bowl Raffle
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

School Boosters Association recently
held a drawing to pick the winner of
its annual Super Bowl Raffle.

This year’s winner is Frank
Valentini of Jersey City, who pur-
chased the ticket from Westfield
Boosters member Bob Albino.

In addition to the two tickets to
Super Bowl XXXV, the prize pack-
age also includes limousine service
to and from airports, round trip air-
fare to Orlando, Fla., hotel accom-
modations for five nights at the All-
Star Movie Hotel in Disney World,
and four day passes to the Disney
theme park.

Westfield Boosters Jerry Infantino
and Austin Mitchel, coordinators for
the fundraiser, indicated that more
than 1,400 tickets were sold for this
year’s raffle. The Super Bowl Raffle
is one of several fund-raising events
sponsored by the organization.

The Westfield Boosters are volun-
teers dedicated to providing assis-
tance and recognition to all of the
sports programs and athletes of
Westfield High School.

For more information about the
organization and its sponsored ac-
tivities, please contact the Boosters
at P.O. Box 594, Westfield, 07091-
0594, or visit http://westfieldnj.com/
boosters on the Internet.

301 A, South Ave. East, Westfield   908-654-1401
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20% OFF FABRICS
OR

 10% OFF REUPHOLSTERY

H. F. SCHMALZRIED

HOULES

R O B E R T  A L L E N

R O B E R T  A L L E N

BAILEY AND GRIFFIN, INC. WESTGATE

�����abricade

��������	
����������
�������	�������� �����������������	���

Minimum $500 - Limit one per customer

Thomas J. Decker, EsqThomas J. Decker, EsqThomas J. Decker, EsqThomas J. Decker, EsqThomas J. Decker, Esq

Decker & MagDecker & MagDecker & MagDecker & MagDecker & Magawawawawaw

507 Westfield Avenue
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

908-301-9399

Certified by the Supreme Court
of New Jersey

as a civil trial attorney

Personal Injury, Municipal Court
and Real Estate Matters

MON–FRI 10 TO 6 • THURS 10 TO 8 • SUN 12 TO 5 ••
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Garwood Factory Showroom
518 North Avenue, Garwood

(908) 789-0140 or Toll-free 877-MATT - FAC

Owned & Operated by the Shovlin Family for Over 20 Years

WINTER CLEARANCE

Visit Our Website • www.mattressfac.com

Open To The Public

Mattresses & Box Springs
Made on the Premises

���������	
�	���	���
356 Park Avenue • Scotch Plains • 322-9402

PlaneShift
Sneak Preview Tournament

Saturday, February 3rd
2 pm - 7 pm

PRIZES!
1st Place ....PlaneShift Booster Box
2nd Place....TBD
Other prizes will be given out as well!


