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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

A JOB WELL DONE...Patricia Bertsch, Assistant Director of Union County’s
Trailside Nature and Science Center, center, is congratulated by co-workers
Ruth Yablonsky, Park Naturalist, left; Lenore Mangan, Trailside’s reception-
ist, second from left, and Karen Inzillo, Park Naturalist, right, along with
Freeholder Daniel P. Sullivan, after being named Employee of the Month for
December 2000.

Trailside Assistant Director Patricia Bertsch
Is Recognized as Employee of the Month

MOUNTAINSIDE — More than a
few men and women have been nomi-
nated for Employee of the Month
since the program was started in
1993, but few have been nominated
by all of their co-workers.

Patricia Bertsch, Assistant Direc-
tor of the Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Center in the Union County
Department of Parks and Recreation’s
Division of Recreation and Adminis-
trative Support, who was Employee
of the Month for December, is one of
those few special individuals.

“Patty came to us after having
worked with such facilities as the
Kewalo Basin Marine Mammal

Laboratory in Honolulu, Hawaii, and
the Wellfleet Bay Wildlife Sanctu-
ary in Massachusetts,” said Free-
holder Daniel P. Sullivan.

“She began working for Union
County as a park naturalist in 1995
and in the short space of about two
years was promoted to Assistant Di-
rector of the facility,” he added.

She is interested in developing new
and interesting family programs,
workshops, summer classes and camps
for the residents of Union County.

Ms. Bertsch added to the Trailside
Center’s success by updating the les-
son plans and planning fun field trips
for the children.

“My son is four years old and at-
tends classes at Trailside,” said Union
County Manager Michael J. Lapolla.
“I know the classes are interesting
and informative. He knows more at
four about nature than I do now.”

She has worked hard at enhancing
employment conditions for the staff
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•Month to Month Rental
•Safe, Secure, Lighted  & Fenced

•We Sell Moving Supplies
•Office Records Stored

1229 Route 22 East, Mountainside, N.J.
Next to the Spanish Tavern

(908) 928 - 1400
Easy Access - Open 7 Days A Week

INTRODUCTORY OFFER
With This Ad

50% OFF*

Your First Month Rent At The
Areas Newest Self Storage Facility

*Not to be combined with other offers. Expires 3/31/2001

•Vehicle, Boat & RV Storage
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See us in the Bell Atlantic Yellow Pages.

Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a
Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.

(908) 789-9000INJURY CASES

Jim Hely

Lapolla  Releases $307.5  Mil. Spending Plan
With First County Tax  Levy Hike Since ’95

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — Union County
Manager Michael J. Lapolla an-
nounced last week that his 2001,
$307.5 million Executive Budget will
contain the first increase in the county
tax levy in six years.

The county manager blamed the $9.8
million hike on the state’s pulling pris-
oners out of the county lockup in Eliza-
beth last August. Mr. Lapolla proposed
closing the old jail facility by April 1, a
move he said will result in the elimina-
tion of 144 correction officer positions
and a savings of $7 million by 2002.

The 2001 spending plan includes a
tax levy of $150.1 million. Taxes
account for 51.9 percent of the rev-
enue for the spending plan.

Mr. Lapolla has proposed using $20.5
million of the county’s $27 million
surplus to offset the amount of money
to be raised through property taxes.

He said the removal of state prison-
ers resulted in the loss of $4.5 million
in anticipated revenue for the county
in 2000 and $8 million this year.

A dispute over reimbursement rates
led the state Department of Correc-
tions to pull out its state prisoners
from the county lockup.

The county opted last summer not to

accept a three-year contract for hold-
ing state prisoners at a daily rate of $62
per inmate — an increase of $3.50 per
prisoner over the previous rate. Union
County officials have said it costs them
$80 per day to house a prisoner.

“Unfortunately, by pulling out its
inmates, the State of New Jersey
caused Union County a $12.5 mil-
lion problem,” Mr. Lapolla said in a
prepared statement released from his
office last week.

In 1999, the county housed 370
state inmates. The county houses
230 federal prisoners at a rate of
$76.60 per day.

Mr. Lapolla has recommended that
the county contract with Commu-
nity Education Centers, an operator
of drug treatment centers, to house
251 inmates needing drug and alco-
hol treatment at the center’s Delaney
Hall facility in Newark.

In terms of the tax impact,
Westfield will see a rise in the county
tax rate of 6 cents per $100 of as-
sessed valuation, amounting to a hike
of $98 per taxpayer. Westfielders
would pay $1,549 on average in
county taxes this year.

Scotch Plains’ county tax rate would
jump from 94 to 99 cents, up $61, for
a total average county tax of $1,163,

with Fanwoodians paying $856 on
average, or $45 over last year.
Mountainside residents face a 5 cent
rise in the county tax rate, resulting in
an average increase of $80. The
Mountainside property owner would
pay $1,454 to support county ser-
vices, according to county officials.

In addition to loss of revenue from
the county jail, Mr. Lapolla said the
county received a $1 million increase
in the amount it pays the state to
house county residents in state men-
tal institutions, and a $1.3 million
hike in utility costs.

The budget now goes to the Board
of Chosen Freeholders’ Finance Com-
mittee, headed by Freeholder Deborah
P. Scanlon, for budget hearings ex-
pected to begin early this month.

In other Freeholder news, the board
introduced an ordinance last Thursday
to establish the Union County Open
Space, Recreation and Historic Preser-
vation Trust Fund. The 20-year tax, 1.5
cents per $100 of assessed valuation,
was approved by voters on Election
Day. The tax is expected to generate
$4.89 million annually, or $97.8 mil-
lion over the 20-year period.

The Fund, once established, may be
used for acquiring, developing and
maintaining lands for recreation and
conservation purposes, and for acquir-
ing and preserving historic properties.

A 15-member committee headed
by Freeholder Linda d. Stender is
expected to be established shortly to
help implement the program.

The board also introduced an ordi-
nance to amend the county’s solid
waste management plan to expand
the capacity of the Rock Avenue gar-
bage transfer station, operated by the
Plainfield Municipal Utilities Author-
ity, from 99 to 280 tons per day.

Dr. Joseph Spatola, Executive Di-

rector of the Union County Utilities
Authority, said the change will allow
the facility to accept construction
and demolition wastes, and non-haz-
ardous industrial waste.

These materials will be in addition
to the municipal, bulky and vegeta-
tive waste the facility currently pro-
cesses as a materials recovery facil-
ity and garbage transfer station.

Dr. Spatola said the change will
enable county residents to take con-
struction and industrial waste to the
Plainfield facility instead of having
to travel to the Hackensack Mead-
owlands Development Commission
facility in Bergen County.

A public hearing and possible adop-
tion vote will be held on Thursday,
February 15. In addition, the applica-
tion will be the subject of a public
hearing by the New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection.

at Trailside by taking such steps as
upgrading the personal computers
and insuring that there are sufficient
craft supplies for all of the programs,
according to Mr. Sullivan.

Her assistance helped the facility
realize improvements — the audito-
rium was painted, new curtains were
hung and the educational and infor-
mation centers were also enhanced.

“All of these efforts boosted mo-
rale among the staff of the center,”
added Freeholder Sullivan. “Bosses
rarely get a thank you, but Patty sure
did. Her staff got together to nomi-
nate her for this special recognition.

“She more than earned the resolu-
tion from the Freeholder Board, the
certificate of appreciation from the
County Manager, and a day off with
pay. All of us should be so dedicated
to our work and so appreciated,” he
concluded.

Ms. Bertsch lives in Cranford with
her husband, James.


