
OUR 111th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 19-111 FIFTY CENTS (908) 232-4407Thursday, January 18, 2001USPS 680020
Periodical – Postage Paid at Westfield, N.J.

Published Every Thursday
Since 1890

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

 Overcrowding Issue at Roosevelt School
Addressed During PTSO Meeting

By MELISSA BETKOWSKI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

On Thursday night, Westfield Su-
perintendent of Schools Dr. William
J. Foley addressed members of the
Roosevelt Intermediate School com-
munity at the school’s Parent Teacher
Student Organization meeting on the
issue of overcrowding at the school.

“I don’t have a plan,” Dr. Foley
said, noting that he and the other
members of the board of education
have not committed to any one solu-
tion to the problem at this point in
time.

Dr. Foley said that he and Roosevelt
Principal Dr. Ken Shulack have been
in discussions.

“If I knew the answer, we wouldn’t
be having this meeting,” he said.

“Redistricting may work,” Dr.
Foley noted.

He said that no plan would be
implemented hastily or immediately.

Dr. Foley said that he would like to
form a group of parents, teachers and
others to look at the issue.

“This is something to talk about,”
he said.

Dr. Foley said he would like to see
discussions that would come up with
creative alternatives to the current
situation.

Some suggestions provided by
parents at Thursday’s meeting were
those of portable classrooms, stag-

gered sessions, block scheduling or
going to a third team.

Dr. Foley said that the question of
going to a third team is not a question
of staff numbers, but one of space
restrictions, noting that, “Edison In-
termediate School is the bigger school
in every respect.”

He noted that Edison has bigger
classrooms, a bigger cafeteria and is
an overall bigger building.

In 1998, Dr. Foley noted, the school
went to five teachers on a team,
which he said would work until a
single grade enrollment reached 250.
If enrollment reached 250, he said,
there would become a problem.

As the target number of 250 ap-
proaches, Dr. Foley said, a problem
with overcrowding is being felt.

The easy solution would be to
build an addition at Roosevelt, but,
he said, it is difficult to justify con-
struction at one school while there is
room at the other intermediate school.

The idea of using portable class-
rooms was raised due to the fact that
this problem of overcrowding may
only be a temporary problem. How-
ever, questions were raised over state
legal restrictions over the use of por-
table classrooms for an extended
period of time.

Staggered sessions, Dr. Foley
noted, might help with scheduling
problems for gym and other special-

ized classes, such as electives.
Questions were also posed about

recent home construction on the south
side of town and how that might
affect enrollment at Edison.

Dr. Foley said that the construc-
tion has not produced significant
enrollment.

“I do not want to redistrict, but
that’s a reality we need to face,” he
said.

Dr. Foley noted that if parents
would voluntarily move their chil-
dren from the north side of town to
Edison, that would be more cost-
effective for the district, however,
there is not usually luck with getting
parents to volunteer, he said.

Dr. Foley said that he does not
have a specific number of students
outlined, he would like to bring the
schools’ enrollments closer together
than the current gap of about 100
students that exists. One possible
solution, he said, would be to take
one fifth grade class from the north
side to Edison over a period of years
in an effort to close the gap.

He said that students currently

enrolled in Roosevelt would not be
moved, calling that “inappropriate.”

Another possible solution proposed
by a member of the community was
to create a magnet school at Edison.

Dr. Foley again urged parents, staff
and other members of the commu-
nity to join a committee to discuss
possible solutions.

Dr. Shulack also discussed how
the enrollment numbers affect the
overall educational experience at
Roosevelt.

Dr. Shulack recalled interviewing
for the job of Roosevelt’s principal at
a time when the board of education
had performed a study on whether or
not to close Roosevelt.

In 1992, he said, there were 425 stu-
dents in Roosevelt and teachers, on aver-
age, saw 80 students. Now, there are 684
students, with teachers being respon-
sible for an average of 125 students.

This increase, Dr. Shulack said,
affects all aspects of the school envi-
ronment, from support staff, curricu-
lar offerings, use of facilities such as
the cafeteria and gymnasium and
student life in general.
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Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
A MINDOWASKIN WINTER…The winter months in Westfield’s Mindowaskin
Park are always picturesque and a pleasure to photograph.

William A. Burke for The Westfield Leader
HONORING A TRUE LEADER…Community leaders and congregants gathered at St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield on Monday afternoon to remember peace leader Martin Luther King, Jr. during the 14th Annual Martin
Luther King, Jr. Celebration.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
TIME TO SAY GOODBYE…Sealfons Young World, a children’s clothing
store, recently announced that it will close in February after 20 years in town.

Town Council Supports Legislation to Assist
Widows of Two Firefighters and Their Children

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Town Council Tues-
day night passed a resolution aimed
at helping the widows of Firemen
John Fiorino and Scott Garber who
passed away over the past three
years.

Ironically it was Firemen Garber
who learned following the sudden
death of Firemen Fiorino in 1998
that spouses of deceased firemen
would not receive pensions unless
their husbands died in the line of
duty per the Police and Firemen’s
Retirement System (PFRS).

Although Captain Garber did not
see through fruition his efforts, the
state Legislation passed a widows
pension bill in January 2000 that
ensures widows of active police and
firefighters would receive at least a
portion of the late husband’s pension
benefits.

However, last year’s bill did not
cover widows of firemen who died
before the bill was signed into
law. New legislation, Assembly
Bill 2273 and its companion bill,
Senate Bill 1180, is retroactive to
January 1, 1998, thus covering the
families for Firemen Fiorino and
Garber.

Firefighter Fiorino was the father
of three young children while
Firefighter Garber had two young
children.

Westfield Fire Captain Kenneth
Dannevig, President of the
Firemen’s Mutual Benevolent As-
sociation Local 30, told the Town

Council that the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee is set to vote on the
legislation this Monday. The As-
sembly Appropriations Committee,
chaired by Assemblyman Richard
H. Bagger of Westfield, passed the
legislation.

The Department of Treasury, Di-
vision of Pensions, has estimated
that benefits to beneficiaries would
increase by an $22.9 million.

“State costs, however, would not
be affected. The availability of ex-
cess PFRS assets, valued as of June
30, 1999 at $464 million, are suffi-
cient to offset this additional liabil-
ity,” according to a fiscal analysis
included in Assembly Bill 2273.
Captain Dannevig said the cost would
be a one-time expenditure borne on
the pension system.

Town Administrator Thomas B.
Shannon commented, “Twenty mil-
lion dollars in the mist of a nearly
$400 million operation is not going
to have a significant impact (on mu-
nicipalities).”

It is estimated that 70 eligible sur-
viving spouses and three dependent
children would be eligible for pen-
sion benefits once the legislation is
signed into law by the governor.

On another matter,  resident
Mitchell Pincus of Mountain Av-
enue questioned the Council on
why commuter parking permit fees
were significantly increased. He
said he used to pay $180 for a
quarterly pass for the fall and the
winter. He rode his bike to the train
station during the spring and sum-

mer. With the elimination of the
quarterly permit cycle, he said he
had to pay $600 this year.

Third Ward Councilman Neil F.
Sullivan, who chairs the Transporta-
tion, Parking and Traffic Committee,
said perhaps some sort of seasonal
pass could be considered by the Coun-
cil. The quarterly cycle was elimi-
nated to reduce the administrative
burden on the Town Clerk’s office.

Mr. Shannon explained that the
new permit fees, raised from $30 to
$45 per month and payable annually
or semi-annually, along with the dou-
bling of meter fees to 50 cents an
hour is aimed at generating suffi-
cient revenue to support the con-
struction of a parking deck proposed
for municipal lots on Elm and Pros-
pect Streets. He said the new fees
would generate $60 per parking space
a month.

The revenue stream would also sup-
port an overall parking management
system in the downtown. The adminis-
trator said the town’s goal is to create
a revenue stream that will cover any
costs associated with the construction
and operation of a parking structure.

The Council also approved the
transfer of the ownership of a vehicle
from the town to former Police Chief
Anthony J. Scutti.

Mr. Scutti will pay the town $7,937
as part of compensation owed him by
the town. The GMC Yukon, which
was utilized by Mr. Scutti as Chief,
was valued at $15,875.

The Council approved the vehicle
transfer by an 8-0-1 vote with Coun-

cilman Sullivan abstaining. Mr.
Sullivan said he would prefer that all
compensation were paid in cash and
not in the transfer of town assets.

The former Chief has also agreed
to serve as a law enforcement advi-
sor to the town on an uncompensated
basis.

Chief Scutti will receive healthcare
insurance until he is eligible for
Medicare and until his wife, Shaaron,
reaches the age of 65.

Las Vegas Planner Tony Longo
Named DWC Executive Director

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield’s three-month search for
an executive director for the
downtown’s special improvement dis-
trict (SID) ended this week with the
hiring of Tony Longo, a neighborhood
planner with the City of Las Vegas.

Mr. Longo, who will be on board
sometime between Thursday, Febru-
ary 15, and Thursday, March 1, was
initially interviewed over the tele-
phone by the Board of Directors of
the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion (DWC), the entity that manages
the improvement district.

He traveled to Westfield over the
holidays for a follow-up interview.

Douglas Schwarz, Chairman of the
DWC Board, told the Town Council
Tuesday night that the DWC received
37 résumés for the Executive Direc-
tor position. Ten persons were inter-
viewed, with four finalists chosen by
the Board.

The director post has been vacant
since mid-October, after Michael
LaPlace resigned to head up the De-

partment of Community Develop-
ment in Plainsboro.

The new Executive Director will work
with SID board members, improve-
ment district stakeholders, town gov-
ernment and volunteers to coordinate
activities of the DWC. These include
the areas of design, promotion, eco-
nomic development and organization.

Originally from New York City,
Mr. Longo worked with the adminis-
tration of Mayor Rudolph Giuliani
as a Planning Coordinator for Strate-
gic Planning and Procedures. The
new DWC director has a master’s
degree in urban planning and design.

The DWC will hold its annual reor-
ganization meeting this Monday night
in the Town Council Chambers.

The DWC came in under its
$299,000 budget at the close of 2000,
primarily due to the absence of an
executive director for the last two

and a half months of the year. A
salary for the new director is still
being negotiated.

Mr. LaPlace, the first DWC direc-
tor, started at $50,000 when he was
hired in the summer of 1997. He was
making $60,000 when he left on
October 13.

Implementation of the downtown
streetscape projects will be among
the priorities for Mr. Longo.

The downtown improvement dis-
trict includes 435 commercial estab-
lishments throughout the district, en-
compassing 1,252,000 square feet of
space. Retail accounts for 680,250
square feet of space, or 64.3 percent,
followed by professional office space,
49,000 square feet, or 27.9 percent;
residential housing, 125,693 square
feet, or 10 percent, and storage space,
89,572 square feet, according to Mr.
Schwarz.

Sealfons Closing in February
After Over 20 Years in Westfield

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Sealfons Young World, a
children’s clothing store on East
Broad Street in Westfield will be
going-out-of-business. The store
announced last week that it will be
closing sometime in February. The
store, owned by the Modell fam-
ily, has been a fixture in the down-
town for more than 20 years.

The Modells also own and oper-
ate three other Sealfons, which
carry adult clothing lines, in Sum-

mit, Caldwell and Shrewsbury,
which will remain open.

The Westfield Sealfons, however,
will not be relocating.

Co-owner, Burt Modell told The
Westfield Leader that they are clos-
ing because “their lease was not
renewed due to the landlord get-
ting a better deal from another re-
tailer.” Mr. Modell could not say
who that retailer is, but sources
have indicated that a Victoria’s
Secret offered the landlords a higher
rent to occupy the building. The

Schwartz family, which owns the
building, could not be reached
for comment.

Prior to becoming a Sealfons,
there was a Young Folks Toggery
and then an Arthur Stevens in that
location, dating back more than
50 years.

Sealfons will be holding going-
out-of-business sales sometime in
January.

Several long time employees of
Sealfons have said that they will
miss working there.
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Steering Committee Working
To Ease Move of Fifth Grades

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- In anticipa-
tion of fifth-grade students moving
into the middle schools in Septem-
ber 2002, the Grade 5 Transition
Steering Committee is meeting
monthly to identify, discuss and plan
for the academic, social and logisti-
cal implications of that move.

The change will see an additional
200 students coming into both Park
and Terrill Middle Schools.

Chaired by Dr. Kathleen Regan,
Assistant Superintendent for Instruc-
tion, the 27-member committee is
composed of administrators, princi-
pals, teachers, Parent Teacher Asso-
ciation (PTA) officers and parents.

At its November meeting, the
group discussed the “school within a
school” concept, which the district
has outlined for the grade 5-8 middle
schools. The school within a school

would link grades five and six sepa-
rately from grades seven and eight.

“We want to lift the existing fifth-
grade program over to the middle
school as intact as possible,” said the
Assistant Superintendent.

She acknowledged that some of
the committee members are parents
who did not support the idea of the
fifth grade move when the adminis-
tration proposed it a year ago. Now,
however, said Dr. Regan, “They know
it’s going to happen and they want to
make it happen properly. We need
for this to be successful for the kids.”

Because the committee is focusing
on putting in place age-appropriate
social activities for middle school stu-
dents, Dr. Regan expects the grade
configuration change to mean good
things for sixth graders as well as fifth.

“We kind of all agree that we don’t
want sixth graders at dances,” she
said, but added that no one wants the

sixth grader to be the “forgotten
child,” either. Consideration is being
given to an after-school program on
a Friday afternoon in lieu of an
evening activity.

The Assistant Superintendent plans
to survey the district’s fifth-grade
teachers this spring to determine who
wants to make the move with the
students in September 2002. Archi-
tects will be meeting with the Park
and Terrill Middle School teachers
to determine where the incoming
students will actually be housed in
their buildings.

Dr. Regan is hopeful that commit-
tee members will be instrumental in
funneling information from the com-
mittee to parents through PTA meet-
ings and vice versa.

“We’re asking parent reps to make
the commitment to attend every (com-
mittee) meeting and PTA meetings, to
take input and report back both ways,”
she explained. “Parents feel comfort-
able sharing with another parent.”

“This has to belong to the commu-
nity of educators and parents,” she
continued. “We have PTA leadership
and some new faces, with different
opinions and concerns. I’m very im-
pressed with the parents’ and teach-
ers’ commitment to make this work.”

At the January 10 PTA Council
meeting, Council President Dorothy
Lusk announced that the spring Edu-
cational Forum will focus on the fifth
grade move to give all parents and
the general public an opportunity to
hear what the transition plans are.

WINTER CLEARANCE EVENT

Sales Starts Jan. 20th
Every Suit
Sportcoat &
Dress Trouser
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Listed Are a Few Examples

Hart
Schaffner

&
Marx Suits

100% Wool

$29750
Reg. $59500

Joseph
Abboud

Dress
Shirts

$3499
Reg. up to

$9900

Huge
Assortment
Sportcoats

$6995
Reg.$14000

100% Wool100% Wool
& Wool Blends

Asher
Flannel
Dress

Trousers

$6950
Reg.$23500

Ask About our
Special Pricing on

Custom Made Suits

Many Other
Sale Items

Fall and winter stock

MON., THURS. 10-8:30 • TUES.,WED., FRI., 10-6 • SAT., 9:30-6 • SUN. 11-4

1275 Springfield Ave.,New Providence (908) 665-0800

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10
• A Highland Avenue resident re-

ported that someone broke off the
passenger side mirror on his motor
vehicle by unknown means while it
was parked on Dorian Road.

• Brian Burton, 39, of East Or-
ange was arrested and charged with
unlawful taking of a means of con-
veyance. Burton had reportedly en-
tered into an agreement last No-
vember with a Westfield resident to
purchase an automobile from the
victim. Police said he then alleg-
edly took the car without making
payment for it.

Authorities confirmed that Bur-
ton, who was also wanted on numer-
ous contempt of court warrants, was
arrested in East Orange and remanded
to the Union County Jail.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 11
• A Roanoke Road resident re-

ported that her purse was stolen while
at an office on Cacciola Place.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 13
• A 10-inch, bronze Chinese

statue was reported stolen from a
local antique business, according to
police.

MONDAY, JANUARY 15
• Authorities confirmed that a man

shoplifted $366 worth of merchan-
dise from a pharmacy on South Av-
enue, West. The suspect was fol-
lowed out of the establishment by
store personnel, who demanded he
return the items. When the suspect
opened his jacket, the merchandise
fell out and was recovered by store
personnel.

The suspect then called to two
other people in a nearby store, and
the three fled the scene in a black
Oldsmobile, police said.

The first suspect was described as
a black male, approximately 27 years
old, 5 feet and 9 inches tall and
heavyset, with a medium complex-
ion. His companions were only de-
scribed as a black male and a black
female.

Jeremy Owens Captures Two
Go Kart Titles at Flemington
WESTFIELD — Westfield resi-

dent Jeremy Owens won two cham-
pionships during the recently com-
pleted Flemington Kart Racing sea-
son at Flemington Speedway in
Hunterdon County.

Jeremy, a 17-year-old junior at
Westfield High School, took the sea-
son points title in the Yamaha Light
class in his first season of racing in
the senior division. He also won a
special series of races known as the
Bridgestone Series, driving in the
Piston Port class with a group of 12
to 15 drivers, including two former
national champions.

Jeremy drives a TopKart steel
alloy chassis with a single-cylin-
der, two-stroke 100cc. Yamaha en-
gine fitted with an exhaust pipe and
generating 20 horsepower. On
Flemington’s .625-mile road rac-
ing surface, his average lap speed
is nearly 62 miles per hour, with
top speed approaching 80 mph.

Most race Sundays, his twin
brother, Neil, and his father serve
as his pit crew and lap timers. The
2000 season consisted of 16 racing
days, during which Jeremy raced a
heat and feature in two racing
classes. He won seven feature races,
more than any other driver in his
class.

Jeremy began racing in 1995 after
developing a fascination with go-
karts from a program he saw on
television at the age of 11. Before
joining the senior racing ranks this
year, he was the only junior driver at
Flemington to do all of his own me-
chanical work, having learned all the
intricacies of engine and chassis set-
up from other drivers and mechanics
at the track.

Jeremy’s racing is largely self-
financed through money earned

with part-time jobs. Those part-
time jobs have turned into a full-
fledged business partnership with
Neil, known as Owens Brothers
Landscaping.

He credits his racing career with
teaching him fundamentals of me-
chanics that he has applied to his
schoolwork, as well as to his part-
time jobs. He and his brother main-
tain all of their landscaping equip-
ment and have earned jobs repairing
machinery for others as well.

The 2001 racing season will bring
Jeremy new racing objectives. He
hopes to win the “Top Gun” title for
most wins across all the classes at
Flemington and to bring home as
many as four championship titles.
He also hopes his school and work
schedules will permit him to enter a
few regional and national World
Karting Association championship
races.

James R. Banta Enrolls
In Hobart College

WESTFIELD – James R. Banta of
Westfield has been enrolled in Hobart
College in Geneva, N.Y. as a mem-
ber of the Class of 2004.

James is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Raymond G. Banta of Westfield.

Rhea E. Powell Cited
For Academic Work

WESTFIELD – Dartmouth Col-
lege in Hanover, N.H. has revealed
that Rhea E. Powell of Westfield has
been commended for outstanding
academic achievement during the
fall term of 2000.

A senior at Dartmouth, Rhea is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Eliot Powell
of Westfield. She was cited for out-
standing work in English.

Dartmouth College
Recognizes Dora Sugar

For Academic Excellence
WESTFIELD – Dora J. Sugar of

Westfield has been cited for out-
standing academic achievement dur-
ing the fall term of 2000 at Dartmouth
College in Hanover, N.H.

A senior, Dora is the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Istvan of Westfield.

She was recognized for her out-
standing work in the field of biology.

Douglas B. Geller,
Phillip A. Orsini

Named to Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – The University of

Rhode Island in Kingston, R.I. has
announced that Douglas B. Geller
and Phillip A. Orsini, both of
Westfield, have been named to the
Dean’s List for the fall semester 2000.

Eligibility for the Dean’s List re-
quires a student to carry 12 or more
credits in a particular semester and
achieve a 3.3 quality point average,
based on the letter grades received
during the term.

Rehearsals Commence
For Chansonettes’
Spring Program

WESTFIELD – The
Chansonettes, a woman’s choral
group under the direction of Jean
Schork and accompanied by Mary
Ellen Freda, will start rehearsals for
their spring program on Wednesday,
January 31, at 7:30 p.m. at The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield.

The spring program entitled, “Re-
gards to Broadway,” will feature a
medley from A Chorus Line, Lullaby
of Broadway and Look for the Silver
Lining.

The Chansonettes perform four-
part harmony and the selections range
from pop tunes to classical music.

New members are always wel-
comed. For more information or to
book a performance, please call Co-
Vice Presidents Ginny Bucci at (908)
232-1750 or Jackie Costello at (908)
789-5819.

Gala Art Auction  Set at Mother Seton
CLARK – Mother Seton Regional

High School in Clark will sponsor a
Gala Art Auction on Friday, January
26, beginning at 6:30 p.m. with a pre-
view of the artwork. The auction will
follow at 7:30 p.m.

All media and price ranges will be
represented in the event. A donation of

$10 will be accepted. This cost will
include admission and a wine and
cheese reception.

Tickets are available at the school
between the hours of 8 a.m. and  4 p.m. or
at Bingo on Sunday evenings at 6:50 p.m.

For more information, please call
Mrs. Connell at (732) 382-1952.

SOUND OF MUSIC…Runnells Specialized Hospital residents Rose Falzone
and Daniel Carine are serenaded by Mike Seltzer of the Riverside Trombone
Quartet. The quartet recently performed at the Berkeley Heights facility,
courtesy of a HEART (History, Education, Arts – Reaching Thousands) Grant
provided by the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders.

HEART Grant Brings Music
To Residents of Runnells

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – The
Riverside Trombone Quartet, through
the Music For All Seasons Program,
recently entertained residents and
patients at Runnells Specialized
Hospital of Union County in Berke-
ley Heights.

The quartet played everything from
Bach to Ragtime, courtesy of a
HEART Grant from the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

“The HEART (History, Education,
Arts – Reaching Thousands) Grants
Program was established by the Free-
holder Board in 1998 to help
strengthen Union County’s non-profit
organizations, artists and scholars,
by supporting projects related to his-
tory, the humanities and the arts,”
according to Freeholder Deborah
Scanlon, Liaison to the hospital’s
Advisory Board of Managers.

“These artists and organizations,

in turn, create cultural opportunities
for our citizens, as shown by the
Music For All Seasons Program,
which has entertained the residents
and patients at Runnells,” she added.

Based in Scotch Plains, Music For
All Seasons was created in 1991 by
Rena Fruchter and Brian Dallow, to
provide therapeutic performances for
people who would otherwise be un-
able to hear live, quality, profes-
sional music. Soloist Ilene Baranik
of Kenilworth also performed at
Runnells through the program, and
additional entertainers are scheduled.

The Riverside Quartet, four vir-
tuoso trombonists from New York
City, are graduates of major musical
conservatories, including the Juilliard
School and the Manhattan School of
Music. They have performed with
major symphony orchestras and at
the White House.

Mountainside’s Mayor Viglianti
Blasts Editorial in Local Paper

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE —
Mountainside Mayor Robert F.
Viglianti lambasted a local weekly
newspaper during Mountainside’s
Borough Council meeting Tuesday
night.

The Mayor said that two recent
opinion editorials in the other paper,
regarding Mountainside’s goals and
policies. were “irresponsible, unpro-
fessional and, possibly, unethical.”

The editorials said Mountainside’s
Borough Council meetings did not
last long enough to “make it worth
turning on the lights and heat,” ac-
cording to the Mayor’s quote of the
editorial.

Mayor Viglianti responded by
pointing out that Mountainside was a
“well-run town,” with “no corrup-
tion” and that he was “offended by
the asinine statements.”

One of the editorials faulted the
Mayor for his “single-mindedness in
steering borough officials away from
other policy and service issues” re-
lated to the increasing numbers of
families with young children.

The editorial went on to say, “the
Viglianti administration’s agenda
should reflect more of a demonstrable
vision for keeping up with the times,”
relating to recent demographic stud-
ies, which show a need for more
youth-oriented policies and services.

The Mayor vigorously defended
the council’s track record on youth
programs and recreation for chil-
dren. He enumerated a long list of
recreational programs and facilities
renovations, which focused on the
borough’s youth.

The Mayor stated, “the derogatory
statements were ill-founded and er-
roneous.”

He pointed out that no one from
that newspaper tried to contact the
two councilmen who are in charge of
youth recreation, before writing the
scathing editorials, in order to get the
facts.

Furthermore, Mayor Viglianti said
he refuses to speak to anyone from
that newspaper until the owners call
him to assure him that they will
demand more professionalism from
their staff.

He was also pleased that the Bor-
ough Council meeting was televised
to air on Channel 35, in order to set
the record straight and record his
response to the editorials.

Under other business, the council
authorized several new appointments.
Virginia Macaluso was hired as Com-
munications Officer to fill a vacancy
in the Police Department, at a salary
of $24,000.

Frank Masella was hired as Pool
Technician to open and close the
pool at the beginning and end of each
season. This will be in addition to his
current duties as Assistant Director
of Recreation.

The Mayor announced the appoint-
ment of several new committee mem-
bers:

Vincent Vitollo to the Shade Tree
Committee, for a term to expire in
2003; Diane Ruggiero to the Historic
Preservation Committee, for a term
to expire in 2001, and Ruth Ortolf to
the Board of Health, for a term to
expire in 2003.

There is an opening on the
Mountainside Ethics Committee,
which must be filled by a registered
Democrat, officials confirmed. The
committee, which is made up of six
members, is required by state law to
consist of an equal number of Re-
publicans and Democrats. Openings
on other boards are also available.

Community pool fees for this year,
which are described as being on the
“low side” were increased for all
pool members. The council voted to
increase the fees to: Resident Fami-
lies: $205 (up $10), Resident Singles:

$103 (up $5), and Resident Seniors:
$63.

Non-resident fees will be: Fami-
lies: $375 (up $50), Singles: $188
and Seniors: $148.

The council decided in favor of a
slow price increase over time, rather
than a drastic one-time hike. The
fees were also increased in January
of last year.

As with many other municipal
pools, membership at Mountainside’s
pool has reached full capacity in
previous summers.

The Mayor ended the half hour
meeting by joking that perhaps the
council should just sit there another
hour or two in order to justify having
turned on the lights and the heat.
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