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Fifty Years and Counting: The Story
of Ernie Powell and the Y Men’s Club

By STEVEN KRAKAUER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Ernie Powell is 84.
The Y Men’s Club of Westfield is
younger.

Much younger. If you ask Mr. Powell
to describe his involvement in the club,
he says with a chuckle, “You could
write a book!”

Mr. Powell has been a member of the
club for 50 years. The Y Men’s Club of
Westfield has been around for 52 years.
Since almost its inception, Mr. Powell
has been an active participant.

Mr. Powell is the senior member of
the more than 40-person membership
of the club.

The average age of a club member
nowadays is 30 to 35. Mr. Powell far
exceeds them all in experience.

Ernie Powell is all these things and
more, and the list of accomplishments
for both himself and the club are as-
tounding.

Says club President Steven Suriano,
“Ernie is absolutely revered by all the
members.”

Revered he is, as well as being well-
known and recognized. Mr. Powell and
his fellow club members recently com-
pleted their annual Christmas tree
fundraiser. The total number of trees
sold reaches up past 2,000 each year.

The sale earned much revenue, which
all went to various organizations in town.
Some of the many groups receiving
money included CONTACT We Care,
the Westfield Neighborhood Council, Y
Swim Team, Children’s Specialized
Hospital, Special Olympics, Camp
Speers-Elgibar (the Y summer camp),
and, of course, the Westfield Y itself.

“The sale has been successful ever
since its inception, and continues to get
better each year,” Mr. Powell said.

The Y Men’s Club is involved in
many other activities throughout town.

They sponsor the town’s Halloween
parade each year, while also financially
aiding the Westfield High School March-
ing Band. They have contributed greatly
to Camp Speers-Elgibar, mending cab-
ins and building new facilities.

Mr. Powell himself keeps very mod-
est. The Scotch Plains resident has
received numerous awards over the
years. In 1986 he was awarded YMCA
Golden Man of the Year award.

Last September 28 in Chicago, he
was given the National YMCA
Volunteerism award. The criteria for
the award, which is given out three
times a year to recipients throughout
the entire United States, are meaning-
ful service to the YMCA, extraordi-
nary dedication and demonstration of
initiative, effectiveness and innovation

in meeting the needs of the YMCA and
the community.

This award in particular earned him
much recognition. He received letters
from State Assemblyman Richard H.
Bagger of Westfield (R-22nd) and now-
Acting Governer Donald T.
DiFrancesco of Scotch Plains (R-22nd)
saluting his dedication and applauding
his honor. Through all the apprecia-
tion, Mr. Powell remains humble.

“I’ve been recognized through the
years. There are other members of the
club who are young and haven’t had
that opportunity yet. There are many
others that contribute.”

There are certainly other members
who achieve much over the years, but no

one holds the prestige like Ernie Powell.
The legendary record of this man ex-
tends to President of Y Men’s Club
(1962), District Governor of Y Men’s
Club for 10 years and World Service
Chairman of the International YMCA.

Mr. Powell has always been a resi-
dent of Union County. He worked as a
mailman in Scotch Plains and Westfield
before retiring in 1978 after 38 years.
He grew up in Westfield and Roselle,
and now resides on the border of
Westfield and Scotch Plains.

“There was a time when I knew ev-
eryone in town,” Mr. Powell reminisces.

His work with the YMCA has taken
him abroad. He has visited Hawaii,
Copenhagen, Australia, Japan, Korea,

Ernie Powell

Hong Kong, Santa Monica and Seattle
with the International Y Men’s Club. He
no longer takes the trips, but the club
remains active. They will be in Canada
this year for the international conference.

The Y Men’s Club meets every sec-
ond Wednesday of the month for a regu-
lar meeting, then again on the last
Wednesday for a dinner meeting at the
Jolly Trolley in Westfield. All members
are generally present, and the subject
matter ranges from the destination for
fundraiser money to upcoming events.

Mr. Powell still attends the meet-
ings. “We think we’re a bunch of young
smart guys, but we’ve learned to listen
to Ernie,” jokes President Suriano.

The Y Men’s Club is continuing their

activities even after the large Christ-
mas tree sale.

“The main goal of the club is to help
the youth of the local area as well as
help the members of our club with self-
actualization. We are participating in
community service, and helping those
in need,” said Mr. Suriano.

The club is maintaining its success
just as it has  for the past 50 years. And
over those 50 years, one face remains
familiar, neverwavering.

He’s always there, always helping,
always advancing the club and his com-
munity. As Mr. Suriano puts it, Mr.
Powell is always “the center of atten-
tion.” In many ways, Mr. Powell will be
the center of attention for forever.

Elizabethtown Water Company Offers Tips
On Preventing Frozen Pipes in Homes

WESTFIELD -– Elizabethtown,
Mount Holly, Liberty and Edison
water companies have advised cus-
tomers that cold weather can freeze
the plumbing in their homes and re-
sult in high repair bills.

Some household pipes may be ex-
posed to the elements and will have to
withstand extremely low temperatures.
When water freezes, it expands, and
that slight expansion could crack pipes.
By following a few simple guidelines,
homeowners can protect their pipes
throughout the winter.

• Start by closing the stop and waste
valves on outside hose faucets. The
valves are not located near the faucet,
but inside the basement wall. Once the
valve is closed tightly, drain the out-
side piping and remove hoses from
outside faucets.

• Insulate pipes located near out-
side walls, garages and basements.
Rags or old blankets can be used in-
stead of commercial insulation mate-
rials.

• Repair cracks and broken win-
dow panes in the basement and open
cabinet doors under all sinks to allow
warm air to circulate around exposed
pipes and further safeguard against
freezing.

• If a pipe does freeze, wrap a cloth
around it and soak it repeatedly with
hot water. If this is inconvenient, thaw

the pipe with a hair dryer or heating
pad, but never use an open flame.

• All members of the household
should know where the main shutoff
valve is located and be prepared to
turn it off if a water line bursts.

Representatives of Elizabethtown
Water Company are available from 8
a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Fri-
day, at (800) 272-1325 to answer any

questions.
E’town Corporation, a wholly-

owned subsidiary of Thames Water
Plc, is the parent company of
Elizabethtown Water Company,
Edison Water Company and Liberty
Water Company.

Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood
and Mountainside are all served by
E’town.

Sen. Jon Corzine to Speak
Monday Before Rail Group

NEWEST ROTARIAN...Karin Dreixler, President of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Club, welcomes attorney John M. Deitch after he was inducted
into the club at a recent meeting.

WESTFIELD — Jon Corzine, New
Jersey’s newest United States Senator,
will be the featured speaker at the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition’s next
meeting on Monday, January 22.

The meeting will start at 8 a.m. in the
Community Room of the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Building at 425 East Broad Street.

Senator Corzine will discuss his new
senate committee assignments – envi-
ronment and public works and bank-
ing, housing and urban affairs – and
how they impact on New Jersey and
public transportation.

The Senator has said he considers
public transit vital in keeping the state’s
and region’s economy moving forward.
He also will share some areas of em-
phasis that he hopes to concentrate on

related to increased funding for transit
projects in New Jersey.

“This forum presents a unique op-
portunity for municipal officials,
transportation professionals, com-
muters and the general public to hear
Senator Corzine discuss his ideas for
bringing additional dollars to main-
tain and construct New Jersey’s pub-
lic transportation infrastructure,” said
a statement issued by the Raritan
Valley Rail Coalition.

A question-and-answer session will
follow Senator Corzine’s presentation.
For more information and directions,
please call Kenneth Wedeen, Raritan
Valley Rail Coalition Staff Liaison, at
(908) 231-7000, Extension 7239, or e-
mail him at rvrc@co.somerset.nj.us.

Sealy Posturepedic
Plush or Firm

$229Twin Ea. Pc.
Dept. Store Reg. Price $569

Full Ec. Pc. ........ $649 ........ $299
Queen 2 pc set .... $1,599 ..... $699
King 3 pc set ...... $1,999 ..... $899

Dept. Store
Reg. Price SALE

• Delivery on All Sets
• Bedframe on All Sets
• Removal of Old Bedding

FREEFREE
WE’LL BEAT ANY
ADVERTISED PRICE

Everyone Loves Westfield Sleep Center
Except The Competition

Our Already low
Sale Prices
off Sealy Crown Jewel
& Sterns &Foster

TAKE AN

EXTRA10% OFF

Sealy Posturepedic
Firm

$189Twin Ea. Pc.
Dept. Store Reg. Price $489

Full Ec. Pc. ........ $599 ........ $249
Queen 2 pc set .... $1,499 ..... $599
King 3 pc set ...... $1,899 ..... $799

Dept. Store
Reg. Price SALE

Sealy Posturepedic
Cushion Firm Feel

$129Twin Ea. Pc.
Dept. Store Reg. Price $329

Dept. Store
Reg. Price SALE

Full Ec. Pc. ........ $399 ........ $169
Queen 2 pc set .... $999 ........ $397
King 3 pc set ...... $1,299 ..... $597

Sealy Firm

$99 Twin Ea. Pc.
Dept. Store Reg. Price $229

Full Ec. Pc. ........ $279 ........ $139
Queen 2 pc set .... $699 ........ $299

Dept. Store
Reg. Price SALE

Sealy Posturepedic
Ultra Plush or Extra Firm

$279Twin Ea. Pc.
Dept. Store Reg. Price $649

Full Ec. Pc. ........ $849 ........ $299
Queen 2 pc set .... $1,899 ..... $799
King 3 pc set ...... $2,299 .. $1,099

Dept. Store
Reg. Price SALE

Stearns & Foster
Plush or Firm

$699 Twin Set
Dept. Store Reg. Price $1,400

Full set ........... $1,600 ..... $799
Queen 2 pc set .... $1,800 ..... $899
King 3 pc set ...... $2,400 .. $1,199

Dept. Store
Reg. Price SALE

Stearns & Foster Firm
Crown Jewel Plush or Firm

$799Twin Ea. Pc.
Dept. Store Reg. Price $1,399

Full Set
................... $1,800 ..... $899

Queen 2 pc set .... $2,000 ..... $999
King 3 pc set ...... $2,600 .. $1,299

Dept. Store
Reg. Price SALE

Hours; M-F 10-9,
Sat 10-6,Sun-12-5

Posturepedic
Closeout Sale
Posturepedic
Closeout Sale
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  Please Circle Your Desired Date(s)

Fridays - BAREFOOT : 2/9, 2/16, 2/23
Sound of Music: 5/4, 5/11, 5/18

Saturdays - Barefoot: 2/10, 2/17, 2/24
      Sound of Music: 5/5, 5/12, 5/19

Sunday -     Sound of Music: 5/13
Name_______________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________

City State________________________________Zip_________

Telephone ___________________________________________
Complete And Mail To: CDC Theatre, PO. Box 511, Cranford, NJ 07016

    (    ) Hold My Tickets At The Box Office
(    ) Please Mail My Tickets (Enclose SASE)

TELEPHONE: 908-276-7611

Barefoot in the Park
Feb. 9,10, 16, 17,

23 & 24-8pm

Sound of Music
May. 4, 5, 11, 12, 18 &19

8pm May 13 - 2pm 15 East Broad St.
Westfield, NJ
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• Cellular Phones
• Security Alarms
• Auto Sound Systems
• Beepers & Pagers

• Radar Detectors
• Window Tinting
• Remote Engine Starters
• Stereo, TV & VCR Repairs

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION

NATIONWIDE PLANS AVAILABLE

877-837-4966
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908-654-6440

'���( $
114 South Euclid Avenue • Westfield, New Jersey

908-654-9776
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A Different Kind of Therapist
For A Different Kind of Kid

Life can be difficult and confusing; don’t let your child’s future
be ruined by their at-risk behavior. My unique style will give
even the toughest kid the will to change.

students), and pupil attendance.
As part of her final budget presenta-

tion, Mrs. Henry suggested the board
take a hard look at the following issues,
including the growing number of medi-
cal issues students face; speech ser-
vices; in-class student support; meet-
ing the needs of special education stu-
dents at the high school level; meeting
the needs of students in the inclusion
program; specialized equipment (e.g.
defibrillators) in the schools; a summer
program for students placed out-of-
district during the school year, and
specialized services.

Thomas Occhipinti has been named
interim Director of Special Services to
replace Mrs. Henry who, with the ex-
ception of a brief retirement, served the
district since 1969.

For members of the public consider-
ing a run for a board seat, the deadline
to file a petition is Monday, February
26, at 4 p.m. Packets are available from
the business administration office.
There are three seats up for election:
two in Scotch Plains, currently held by
Jean McAllister and Lance Porter, and
one in Fanwood, currently held by Mr.
Meade.

SP-F BOE Sees
Budget Increase
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Thrift Shop Reveals
Winter ‘Bag Day’

WESTFIELD -– The Westfield
Service League’s Thrift Shop, lo-
cated at 114 Elmer Street, will hold
its annual end-of-winter “Bag Day”
on Saturday, February 3.

On “Bag Day,” customers may pur-
chase a grocery-size bag for $3 and
fill it to the brim with clothing, ac-
cessories, books, toys and household
items. There is no limit on the num-
ber of bags which may be purchased.

On Tuesday, February 6, the shop
will be stocked with a large selection
of ladies,’ men’s and children’s spring
apparel. Patrons may also purchase
jewelry, shoes and accessories.

The Thrift Shop will be open for
business Tuesday through Saturday,
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Proceeds will be
donated to local charities. For more
information, please call (908) 233-2530.

WESTFIELD COOPERATIVE
NURSERY SCHOOL

Here parents have the unique opportunity of assisting in their child’s
class once a month. See, first hand, your child’s social, cognitive growth.
WCNS offers a developmental, challenging program in a nurturing
environment.

Teachers, B.A. & E.C. certified
av. class size 14/2
Gesell trained examiner
non-denominational

Ages 2 1/2 - 5
4-plus program
1/2 day programs
limited extented care

OPEN HOUSE
Wednesday, January 31, at 9:30 A.M.

The First Congregational Church
125 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ

Open Registration February 12-15
(908) 233-4501

Become actively involved in your child’s education at


