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Letters to the Editor

Concert-goer’s
Expectations Met

At Roosevelt Show
Like the author of a recent letter to this

publication, I, too, eagerly anticipated
the Holiday Concert at Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School. However, my expecta-
tions were met and even exceeded by the
spirited performance of the children.

Indeed, I thought that the African
song “Allunde Alluis” was the highlight
of the performance because the energy
and joy expressed by the students during
that song fully captured the spirit of the
holiday season.

I also did not find the program to be
unbalanced at all, since “Fum, Fum,
Fum” is a Christmas song celebrating
the birth of Christ, and “Dona Nobis
Pacem” is a traditional Christian hymn
which means “Grant Us Peace.”

I am delighted that the Music Depart-
ment at Roosevelt took the opportunity
to provide the students and their parents
with a true multi-cultural experience.

Sean Reilly
Westfield

Leader and Times Photographer
Seeks Film From Stolen Camera

Scotch Plains’ Leaders Need to Respond
Soon to Community on Discrimination Suit

Will Shoppers Pay Increased Meter Fees
To Patronize Westfield’s Business District?

Westfield Democrat Urges Senator
To Oppose John Ashcroft Nomination

BANNS

banns, strike up the - The city that
gave us Boston baked beans also gave us
books banned in Boston. The original
sense of the word ban, however, was
more positive. In fact, in the Middle
Ages a ban, which came from the Anglo
Saxon word bannon, was merely a sum-
mons or proclamation issued by a church
or Judicial authority.

This sense of a proclamation survives
today in the Banns of Marriage, an an-
nouncement in writing, usually in a
church bulletin, of a forthcoming mar-
riage within a Catholic parish. A very
positive event.

The English. word bandit stems from
the Italian word banditto, which in turn
comes from the Latin bandire, meaning
“to banish”. The Italians also provided
the English language with the word con-
traband from contra, meaning “against”
and band, “proclaim; literally a ban or a
proclamation that something is illegal.”

The good citizens of Boston found
that while they could ban a book there,
such a ban only served notice to the
world that such a book was must read-
ing. Now, if we could only get The Word
Sleuth banned in Boston.

Editor’s Note: The following letter
was addressed to Westfield Mayor Gre-
gory S. McDermott and the Town Council.

*  *  *  *  *
Ladies and Gentlemen, I am taking

this opportunity to express to you my
displeasure and chagrin at the behavior
exhibited at the very first formal meet-
ing of the newly constituted council.

The blatant nepotism and cronyism
for tax-payer funded positions is simply
an indication of greed and smacks of a
party machine in action.

There was no just cause for the re-
moval of the previous holders of the
positions; it is the same thinking that
removed Bollinger from its insurance
position late in 1998 in favor of another
party “faithful.”

At the year 2000 Candidates’ Night, at
Roosevelt Intermediate School, one got
the feeling that perhaps we could regain

Sy Koslowsky Will Be Missed
On Town Recreation Commission

Our town for 10 years plus enjoyed
the volunteer services of Dr. Sy
Koslowsky who maintained low bud-
gets and fair time play for all our young
citizens and some adult programs. He
was an excellent recreation commis-
sioner.

Sy had a great overview of fairness for
the community helping keep costs down
but never keeping out anyone that
couldn’t pay participate. Sy did what
was reasonable and equitable for the
entire community over the years with a
great ability to put aside those high

costing project investments that could
be used throughout the whole year in
recreation.

I believe that the new mayor and
recreation commissioner should look at
the poor summer usage of July and Au-
gust at Gumbert Field before finding
reasons for other field improvements
that only the taxpayer.

Thank you Sy for your community
involvement for your kids.

Stanley J. Niedzwiecki
Westfield

Editor’s Note: The following was sub-
mitted to The Westfield Leader and The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood as an
open letter to United States Senator
Robert G. Torricelli.

*  *  *  *  *
This is the most important letter I

have ever written to an elected official.
I fully understand that the backbone

of the legislative process is compro-
mise. And I know that to get the people’s
work done, all manner of deal-making is
necessary. As far as I can tell, you have
been extremely adept at working this
process to the benefit of the people of our
State of New Jersey and of my town of
Westfield.

Further, I hate to hold any elected
official to one litmus test, being aware
that there can be many explanations for
any one vote and that the career of any
official really should be judged in its
totality.

But I have no choice but to hold you to
a one-time, winner-takes-all, litmus test.
George W. Bush’s nomination of the
conservative ideologue John Ashcroft to
be Attorney General, coming as it does
in the aftermath of such a close election
and after Bush’s now empty promises of
“unity,” are nothing less than a slap in
the face of the majority of Americans
who voted for his opponent.

Ashcroft is anti-Affirmative Action,
anti-gay, anti church-state separation and
anti-choice. His subpoenaed 1999 speech
at Bob Jones University displays a casu-
alness about church-state separation that
would never withstand judicial scrutiny.

I was trying to figure out a way to say
this in a non-threatening way, given that
you are a member of my party and that
you are so good on so many issues. But
I might as well cut to the chase: Vote for
Ashcroft, and this active New Jersey
Democrat will never, ever support you
for any elected office.

You may have disappointed me and
many other Democrats with your early

flirtation with Ashcroft, but it is not too
late to do the right thing. Sometimes
principle trumps deal-making.

Actually, I don’t expect an answer
from you, but I just have to ask: What in
the world were you thinking when you
announced early support for Ashcroft?

Steven Gorelick
Westfield

Westfield Council Appointments
‘Smacks of Party Machine in Action’

a spirit of one community. This was in
sharp contrast to the Candidates’ Night,
in 1999, during which was repeatedly
echoed the team of Greg and Matt and
Neil and Janis.

If your memory is short, both Candi-
dates’ Nights were videotaped for com-
munity access TV; maybe you should all
review these tapes!

Well, it is obvious that the one com-
munity spirit is fiction; that the council
majority has a not-well-hidden agenda
for this year which, I feel, will be to the
long-term detriment of the Westfield
citizenry.

You exhibit, in this way, your inabil-
ity to think independently. This is a
gross injustice to your individual con-
stituencies and, I feel, a contradiction to
your oath of office.

Marilyn S. Gulotta
Westfield

This letter is a little overdue, but I
thought I should say something to the
public.

As the photographer for The Westfield
Leader and The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, I was recently assigned to
take pictures of the Menorah lighting in
town. So there I was trying to capture the
moment when someone went into my
camera bag and took out my extra cam-
era. What nerve!

Why kind of person does something
like that? What really hurts me is the loss

of the film that was inside the camera. I
had just come from a Bar Mitzvah that I
attended as a guest. Those pictures are
now gone forever. Great Great Grand-
mother, Grandma, daughter, son-in-law
and grandson will never have that spe-
cial moment in time.

If anyone has any clue where the film
is, please send it The Westfield Leader
and The Times, 50 Elm Street, Westfield.
Happy holidays to all.

Cheri Rogowsky
Scotch Plains

Redistricting in Intermediate Schools
Would Not Be Problem for Students

By MELISSA BETKOWSKI

Last week, at its regular meeting, the
Westfield Board of Education heard a
presentation by Superintendent of
Schools Dr. William J. Foley on enroll-
ment in the district’s schools.

One issue that seemed to emerge is
that of overcrowding in Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School.

Dr. Foley noted that he would attend
the Roosevelt Parent Teacher Student
Organization (PTSO) meeting on Thurs-
day night and address the issue with the
school’s parents, faculty and other inter-
ested members of the community.

At the PTSO meeting, Dr. Foley did,

indeed, address the issue of overcrowd-
ing at Roosevelt. While he noted that no
one solution has been committed to at
this point, he did note that the idea of
redistricting the district’s two interme-
diate schools, has been given some
thought.

The plan proposed by Dr. Foley would
take roughly 20 students each year over
a number of years from the rising sixth
grade from the north side to Edison, in an
effort to alleviate some of the problems
associated with the overcrowding at
Roosevelt.

This idea was met with mixed emo-
tions from many parents in attendance.

Parents were concerned about their

In the next few weeks, anyone parking at on-street
meters and in short-term spaces in municipal lots in
Westfield will be paying 50 cents an hour to park.
Better load up on quarters!

The argument given by the town’s administration
is that Westfield needs to create a surplus of revenue
over the next year to offset the initial costs of the
operation of a parking deck being proposed for the
downtown. The town wants the deck to be supported
entirely by its users: commuters, downtown employ-
ees and shoppers. Town leaders are hoping to avoid
having the cost to build the deck absorbed by Westfield
taxpayers.

Our question is simple: Isn’t the goal of building a
deck to help keep Westfield as a thriving shopping
community in central New Jersey? If this statement
is accurate, then why would Westfield be willing to

risk losing shoppers simply by making it too expen-
sive to shop in this town?

Has there been any consideration to removing on-
street meters altogether? Parking rules would be
enforced by chalking tires. Also, when the deck is
built, merchants could be given the opportunity to
offer free parking by stamping the parking receipts
of customers.

In the future, the council might want to check the
pulse of the community first before taking such a
strong action as doubling meter fees. This could be
accomplished by simply talking to merchants and
shoppers while patronizing local stores and restau-
rants.

In the end, we hope Westfield will remain strong
and not lose too many shoppers over the meter rate
hikes.

The racial discrimination lawsuit filed last summer
by four white Scotch Plains police officers against
their African-American captain and the department’s
white police chief was troubling. The countersuit
filed earlier this month by that African-American
superior against the four officers was equally trou-
bling. But most troubling to us is the serious damage
that is being done to the Scotch Plains Police Depart-
ment itself and the relationship between the police
and the community-at-large.

The reverse discrimination suit filed by the four
white officers accused the department, Chief Tho-
mas O’Brien, and Captain Marshall Nelson of dis-
crimination because the quartet had been, they
claimed, unfairly reprimanded for what the depart-
ment felt was excessive force used during an April
2000 traffic stop of a car occupied by four African-
American men.

Captain Nelson was accused of improperly repri-
manding the four officers for their actions that night
and making racially-biased comments on the way
they handled the incident. The officers claimed that
Captain Nelson yelled at each of them and repri-
manded them for drawing their weapons on the four
individuals. Each officer received a verbal reprimand
for using excessive force. Chief O’Brien and the
department itself were accused by the four officers of
ignoring Captain Nelson’s wrongful conduct.

Captain Nelson’s countersuit accused the four
officers of racism, aimed particularly at himself, and
of attempting to derail his 30-year career with the
police department, as well as incidents of racial
profiling in making traffic stops and uttering inflam-
matory racial remarks.

What concerns us is not who is right and who is
wrong in the suit and countersuit; the legal system
will ultimately decide that issue. Rather, our worry is
that a large sore has been torn open in Scotch Plains,
one that—if not addressed now—will fester long
after the legal claims are settled.

We hear of police officers being accused of racism
in big cities, but when such allegations are made in a
small town like Scotch Plains, the impact is much
more dramatic. There are 46 uniformed members of
the police department, so the four officers being
accused by Captain Nelson represent almost one-tenth
of the total township police force, an uncomfortably
high ratio for such a small community. We are con-
cerned about the effects of the twin lawsuits on morale
and unity within a department where, no doubt, there
has been some taking of sides by officers.

Most importantly, we wonder what Scotch Plains
residents, especially African-Americans, are think-
ing about these developments. Is there cause for
concern that police will be slow to respond to calls
from certain areas of town? Will motorists, espe-
cially African-Americans, have reason to be fearful
if they are pulled over in their car? Do residents need
to wonder whether police officers, perhaps those
with opposing thoughts on the lawsuits, will effec-
tively support their colleagues, for instance, in a life-
threatening situation?

Rather than let township residents continue to
wonder about these questions, it’s time for some
action to be taken. Police officers, regardless of their
feelings on the lawsuits, need to make a concerted
effort to display a unified law enforcement front to
the public and do all they can not to allow matters to
deteriorate into an us vs. them environment. And our
local leaders need to speak up. A statement of some
sort from Chief O’Brien might help. And we urge
Mayor Martin Marks to make a statement, such as at
next Tuesday’s Township Council meeting, reassur-
ing the public that the police department is now
operating, and will continue to operate, effectively
and for the benefit of all the residents, despite any
suspicions that have been raised by the pall that has
been cast over the department. Best to treat this
wound before it spreads too far, and unnecessarily,
out of hand.

Westfield Foundation Awards
Monies to Community Agencies

WESTFIELD — Fourth quarter grants
in the amount of $45,650 were approved
by the Board of Trustees of the Westfield
Foundation, bring the total monies
awarded to 49 community agencies this
year to $408, 079.

The Westfield Bach Festival, a three
day concert series celebrating the 250th
anniversary of the death of J. S. Bach
received a grant of $10,000. The concerts
planned for the last weekend in February
will be cooperatively produced by a num-
ber of churches in Westfield under the
direction of their music directors.

The Westfield Memorial Library was
awarded $5,000 from the Foundation’s
Unrestricted Funds, and $5,000 from the
Ruth Gavin Quinn Memorial Fund to be
used as start-up funding for a series of
four non-credit college level mini-
courses in conjunction with Kean Uni-
versity, to be offered the fall of 2001 and
spring of 2002.

The Education Fund of Westfield
whose purpose is to support and enhance
educational programs and projects for
Westfield students consistent with board
of education policies and not fully funded
by the district received $5,000 to pro-
duce and distribute an informational bro-
chure/newsletter to be mailed town-wide
in March.

Trustees awarded W.Y.A.C.T.
(Westfield Young Artists’ Cooperative
Theatre) $7,000 to support funding of a

marketing/publicity campaign for their
2001 theatrical season and to purchase
portable glassless mirrors for use in
classes and rehearsals.

The Westfield Community Players re-
ceived funding of $2,450 which will be
used to correct a problem of basement
flooding during heavy rains at the theater.

Voting to continue support of the suc-
cessful counseling program started in
2000 for troubled preteens and early
teenage children, the trustees granted
$5,500 to the Youth and Family Coun-
seling Service for individual follow-up
counseling.

The Mothers’ Center of Central New
Jersey, which enhances parenting by
supporting mothers through a variety of
programs, received a grant of $1,000 to
be used for a peer-facilitator training
program.

The Westfield High School Ice Hockey
Association, a non-profit, tax-exempt
fund raising organization used to fi-
nance the ice hockey program at
Westfield High School received $5,000
to support its program including ice
rental, transportation, coaches, uniforms,
equipment and league fees. The pro-
gram receives no funding from the board
of education.

Appreciating the service that Rahway
Hospital provides to thousands of
Westfield residents, the Trustees ap-
proved a grant of $1,200 to the hospital

foundation to purchase clocks for the
newly renovated oncoloty unit of the
hospital.

These fourth quarter grants are part of
more than $2.5 million in grant money
that has been returned to the community
over the 25-year history of the Westfield
Foundation.

For further information regarding the
foundation, please contact the Founda-
tion office at P.O. Box 2295, Westfield
or call (908) 233-9787.
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children adjusting to life at Edison Inter-
mediate School. Some even cited the
fact that their children would have to
make new friends at the south side school.

While it is only natural for parents to
be concerned about their children’s well-
being and happiness, let’s be real … how
difficult would it be for fifth graders
from one of the north side’s elementary
schools to move to the sixth grade at
Edison? Especially when you take into
consideration the fact that Dr. Foley’s
proposed idea calls for an entire class to
move together to Edison.

In 1989, I, a north side resident and
Washington School student, prepared to

move to sixth grade. Due to
extenuating circumstances, I
was not able to move up to
Roosevelt along with my peers
from Washington School, but
instead was moved to Edison
Intermediate. I did not have the
luxury of taking even one friend
with me. I was made to make
the transition from a north side
elementary school to the south
side’s intermediate school
alone.

What is the point of this an-
ecdote? My point is that I sur-
vived, I adjusted to school on a
“foreign” side of town and did
not come away from the expe-
rience emotionally scarred.

In fact, when I then moved in
1992 from Edison to the high
school, I had the added benefit
of now having friendships that
crossed the railroad tracks that
too-easily divide Westfield.

Let’s not let Westfield be-
come a modern Civil War state,
with the northerners fighting
the south. Instead, let’s think of
the children involved and do
what’s academically best for
them.

*  *  *  *  *
Melissa Betkowski covers the

Westfield Board of Education.

Westfield Recycling Pickups
Now Every Other Friday

WESTFIELD — The Town of
Westfield has hired a new recycling
firm, Central Jersey Waste & Recy-
cling, Inc., out of Trenton.

Recyclables will be picked up
every other Friday for the entire
town (northside and southside) for a
total of 26 pickups for the year.

The remaining dates for pickups
are as follow:

January 19

February 2 and 16
March 2, 16 and 30
April 13 and 27
May 11 and 25
June 8 and 22
July 6 and 20
August 3, 17 and 31
September 14 and 28
October 12 and 26
November 9 and 23
December 7 and 21

Community News


