
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood Thursday, January 18, 2001 Page 3

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Tax Relief for Families, Businesses
A Priority for Congressman Ferguson

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Making his
first Seventh District speaking en-
gagement since being sworn into the
House of Representatives, freshman
Congressman Michael A. Ferguson
last week said he wants to work
closely with the business commu-
nity.

Speaking at a breakfast sponsored
by the Union County Chamber of
Commerce last Friday in
Mountainside, Mr. Ferguson said he
sees the priorities of the new Con-
gress including improving educa-
tion and adopting tax relief for work-
ing families and businesses headed
by the repeal of the estate tax and
the so-called marriage penalty. He
also supports a cut in the capital
gains tax.

“With our economy slowing, it’s a
real good argument for tax cuts,” Mr.
Ferguson said.

The Congressman co-sponsored
legislation that would abolish the so-
called marriage penalty that he said
cost some 80,000 couples in the Sev-
enth District an average of $1,500 a
year.

“Frankly, it has a tendency to hurt
working women more than anyone,”
he said, noting that it has created a
disincentive for married women to
enter the workforce.

The Congressman said does not
have high hopes that the current
Congress will pass legislation to cre-
ate private individual accounts for
Social Security. He and President-
elect Bush support such a plan, which
would enable Americans to invest a
portion of their Social Security hold-
ings into private accounts similar to
a 401(k) plan.

Mr. Ferguson, a former commu-
nity college professor, also said Con-
gress must ensure that all persons
have the opportunity to attend col-
lege.

He said he favors merit pay in-
creases and accountability standards
for teachers.

Calling Union County “the heart
of this Congressional District,” Mr.
Ferguson noted he has been assigned
to the Financial Services and Trans-
portation and Infrastructure Com-
mittees. He said these assignments
will help him raise issues impacting
New Jersey’s business and industry
community.

On the latter, he cited the Ports of
Newark and Elizabeth, Newark In-
ternational Airport and vast network
of highways and bridges in saying
that “we face a host of transportation
issues in our district.” Mr. Ferguson
replaces his predecessor, Bob Franks,

on the committee.
Mr. Ferguson noted that the Sev-

enth District has the most rail lines of
any Congressional District in New
Jersey, and said he favors more trans-
portation opportunities, whether they
be mass transit or other modes of
transportation.

He said the Financial Services
Committee, previously the Banking
Committee, has been expanded to
include the securities and insurance
industries.

Mr. Ferguson, the former owner of
a small education consulting busi-
ness, was also named to the Small
Business Committee, which over-
sees the Small Business Administra-
tion.

“Small business is a very impor-
tant engine that helps drive our
economy,” he stated. He said his top
priority with small businesses will
be to allow this segment of industry
to form partnership networks to re-

duce health insurance costs. He also
indicated his strong commitment to
increase opportunities for persons
starting businesses.

Looking at the slim majority Re-
publicans hold in the House of Rep-
resentatives, not to mention the 50-
50 split in the Senate, Congressman
Ferguson sees this situation as a
“wonderful opportunity for the two
sides to work together.”

He said he has met with Senators
Robert G. Torricelli and Jon Corzine
to find areas in which they can work
in a bipartisan fashion.

The new Congressman holds a
bachelor’s degree in government
from Notre Dame University and a
master’s degree in public policy with
a specialization in education policy
from Georgetown University.

A former history teacher at a pri-
vate school in the Bronx, he later
taught at Brookdale Community
College in Monmouth County.
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•Month to Month Rental
•Safe, Secure, Lighted  & Fenced

•We Sell Moving Supplies
•Office Records Stored

1229 Route 22 East, Mountainside, N.J.
Next to the Spanish Tavern

(908) 928 - 1400
Easy Access - Open 7 Days A Week

INTRODUCTORY OFFER
With This Ad

50% OFF*

Your First Month Rent At The
Areas Newest Self Storage Facility

*Not to be combined with other offers. Expires 3/31/2001

•Vehicle, Boat & RV Storage
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Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road,Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908) 756-7623
33 Forest Avenue, Hawthorne, NJ 07506 • (973) 427-1848

Store Hours: Monday - Saturday 10-5:30; Evenings: Thursday ‘til 9; Sunday 1-5

B A N C R O F T
SUGG. SALE

TWIN ea. pc. 240 $119
FULL ea. pc. 360 $189

C R Y S T A L
SUGG. SALE

TWIN ea. pc. 310 $169
FULL ea. pc. 420 $229
QUEEN set 1070 $599
KING set 1510 $799

S A P P H I R E
SUGG. SALE

TWIN ea. pc. 490 $259
FULL ea. pc. 610 $329
QUEEN set 1430 $799
KING set 2160 $1199

S A V O Y
SUGG. SALE 

TWIN ea. pc. 800 $429
FULL ea. pc. 970 $529
QUEEN set 2170 $1169
KING set 3070 $1649

Shifman. Handcrafting the
world’s most comfortable mattress.

SHIFMAN WANTS
TO WRAP YOU IN
LUXURY.

SAVE 35-50%
& get a free set of

Egyptian cotton towels*

Limited Time Only

Indulge yourself. *When you purchase
any Shifman Ultra-premium set, 
you’ll receive a FREE set of luxury 
towels ($100 value), woven from
the finest 100% Egyptian cotton. 
Shifman, renowned for handcrafting 
the finest, most luxurious mattresses
in the world, is pleased to treat you 
to this outstanding value. 
Why not indulge yourself in luxury?

Piano - Keyboard - Organ - Accordion
Strings - Woodwinds - Brass - Voice - Guitar - Drums

Kindermusik classes for ages 2 to 7
Riverwalk Plaza
34 Ridgedale Avenue • East Hanover
(973) 428-0405

281 Main Street • Millburn
(973) 467-4688

THE PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL

SP-F  School Officials See Increase
Of 4.3 Percent  Over Last  Budget

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The budget-
building process is in full swing at the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Edu-
cation, as school administrators work
to craft a spending plan for the board,
and, ultimately, for the taxpayers to
approve this spring.

Business Administrator and Board
Secretary Anthony DelSordi presented
a preliminary overview of the 2001-
2002 budget numbers during the board’s
agenda meeting last Thursday.

Mr. DelSordi explained that the state
uses three figures to determine what the
net budget for Scotch Plains-Fanwood
schools can be: state aid plus tax levy
plus miscellaneous income. In the case
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood, that totals
approximately $45.6 million.

The state would allow the district to
increase its budget beyond that number
by an additional 3 percent.

While the first official draft of the
2001-2002 school budget is not due to
the board until the end of January, Mr.
DelSordi anticipates an annual budget
increase in the neighborhood of 4.3 per-
cent. The approved 2000-2001 school
budget was $46.9 million.

The operating budget covers salaries,
plant operation, transportation, special
education, construction, technology and
fixed costs such as health/dental ben-
efits, and some other expenditures.

Mr. DelSordi said his office pre-
pared nine guidelines for budget devel-

opment. These include maintaining
appropriate class size, continuing to
improve the technology plan for the
district, and maintaining the free bal-
ance at 3 percent of the general operat-
ing budget.

The free balance has been an issue
for the board over the past several years.
It is currently less than 1 percent (ap-
proximately $200,000), said Mr.
DelSordi, who would like to see that
figure built up over time.

Two board members, Edward J.
Saridaki, Jr. and Richard R. Meade, em-
phasized the importance of basing bud-
get figures on actual expenditures rather
than tacking on arbitrary cost-of-living
increases for various accounts. Mr. Meade
said the budget should be based “on the
realities of what was spent.”

According to Mr. DelSordi, princi-
pals used year-to-date expenditures for
the 2000-2001 school year, as well as
expenditures for the past two school
years, to develop their individual build-
ing spending plans for 2001-2002.

The business administrator said a
new purchase order system has allowed
for “much closer control of individual
location’s budgets.” The new system
does not accept a purchase order un-
less funds are available in the actual
budget account to fund the purchase.
That was not always the case. As a
result, said Mr. DelSordi, building prin-
cipals are “living within their budgets.”

Given the public’s resounding sup-
port for the $35.7 million bond referen-

dum passed on December 12, both
administration and board members
appear committed to keeping a tight lid
on any spending increase in the general
operating budget.

Board member Lance Porter, how-
ever, did ask how the administration
planned to increase the pool of funds
within the budget which are designated
to make facilities improvements out-
side of those outlined under the bond.

Outgoing Director of Special Ser-
vices Eleanor Henry outlined the pro-
posed budget for special education,
which accounts for a sizable chunk of
district spending. Preliminary figures
put the anticipated 2001-2002 special
education budget in the neighborhood
of $7.6 million (not including transpor-
tation), compared to the $7.1 million
expected to be spent in 2000-2001.

Accounts which fall under Special
Education are tuition (for out-of-dis-
trict placement of students with special
needs); health services (includes school
nurses); other student-related services
(speech, occupational and physical
therapy); guidance; child study team,
and learning language disabilities.

Also under the umbrella of special
education is: resource center; pre-
school disabled program; PDD/autis-
tic (PDD stands for pervasive develop-
mental disorders); English as a Second
Language (ESL); home instruction;
extraordinary services (all one-to-one
services, such as aides for inclusion

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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Established 1939 – John, Vinnie, Nick Losavio, Proprietors
www.johnsmarket.com
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Deborah Madison for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STARTING WORK IN D.C....Congressman Michael A. Ferguson is shown with
his wife, Maureen, during last November’s Election Night celebration.


