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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

WCTV Board Sets Forth
Goals to Enhance Station

No Loan Too Big, No Loan
Too Small…

Come to the Town Bank for your
commercial loan!

Here’s a partial list of our recent loans and lines of credit . . .
to businesses and organizations just like yours! 

520 South Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908)301-0800 • fax:(908)301-0843
www.townbank.com

I N S U R E D

Manufacturing
Company

$350,000
Equipment Loan

$500,000
Working Capital

Line of Credit

Retail Merchant

$250,000
Mortgage

$125,000
Term Loan

Medical
Professionals

$450,000
Equipment Loan

Law Practice

$250,000
Computer Loan

Construction
Development

$1,000,000
Mortgage

Retail Mall
Owner

$650,000
Mortgage

Non-Profit
Organization

$500,000
Working Capital Loan

See us in the Bell Atlantic Yellow Pages.
Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a

Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.
(908) 789-9000INJURY CASES

Jim Hely
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Monday-Friday – 9 to 5:30  •  Thurs – Until  8pm  •  Sat – 10 to 5:30
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 Additional Plans Available. $25 activation fee required. All plans require the purchase of a digital multi-network  phone. Plans and offers are based on a new activation. Other terms and conditions apply. See store for details
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w/new activation

Visit Our Virtual Store at www.cellsig.com
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Borough of Metuchen Files Suit to Derail Plans
For Trash Train As OK’d By Union County

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — A plan to haul
New York City garbage through sev-
eral New Jersey counties by train has
met with staunch opposition and sev-
eral legal roadblocks.

The Borough of Metuchen has filed
a lawsuit against the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders with
the Superior Court in Elizabeth in
opposition to the plan to transport
New York City garbage through a
Linden transfer station and onto a
train traveling through New Jersey.

The mile-long trash train, as it has
been called, would pick up sealed
containers of New York City garbage
at a garbage marine transfer station
at Linden’s Tremley Point, which is
the New Jersey side of the Arthur
Kill. The garbage would arrive there
from New York City by barge.

The garbage would then travel by
train through Carteret, Woodbridge,
Edison, Metuchen, South Plainfield,
Piscataway and Middlesex Borough,
eventually making its way through
Somerset County, to a destination
out of state.

The Metuchen lawsuit contends that
the Union County Freeholders did not
consider the detrimental effects that
this plan would have on the quality of
life of Metuchen residents who live
near the path of the trash train.

Residents and public officials from
several Middlesex County munici-
palities turned out by the dozens at a
hearing conducted by the Union
County Freeholders in December to
voice their concerns regarding the
safety hazards posed by the train
passing through their neighborhoods,

to no avail. The Linden City Council
took action to host the transfer sta-
tion site in February 2000 and the
Union County Freeholders approved
the plan in June.

The project would bring close to
10,000 tons of New York City resi-
dential garbage a day to the Linden
transfer station. Linden would get a
host fee from Browning Ferris Indus-
tries (BFI), the company which will
lease the land and operate the station.
The site, owned by Domenick Pucillo,
a former garbage industry executive
and son-in-law of Linden Mayor John
Gregorio, would be BFI’s landlord.

Linden will receive $1 per ton of
trash, or $3 to $5 million a year.

Residents in the communities
through which the trash train will
pass have argued that only Linden
will benefit from this plan, while
their communities and counties pay
the price. Many Metuchen residents
object to the train tracks passing
within 50 feet of their homes and
alongside a natural gas pipeline, cre-
ating a potential safety hazard to
nearby residences.

Metuchen Borough Attorney
David Frizell told The Westfield
Leader and The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood that several other
plans to transport the trash via alter-
nate routes were scrapped due to
opposition from residents in those
communities.

“The original plan was to take the
trash through Bayonne, but residents
in that community opposed having
the trash hauled through their neigh-
borhood,” Mr. Frizell said.

“The Union County Board of Free-
holders were obligated to find the

least disruptive route for transport-
ing the garbage; we don’t think they
did that,” Mr. Frizell remarked.

“The track, a part of the Port Read-
ing Line, runs through some of
Metuchen’s best residential neigh-
borhoods and was not intended for
this kind of heavy use,” he said.

Residents have argued that the natu-
ral gas pipeline, which runs parallel to
the tracks, could be compromised due
to the close proximity of the track’s
vibrations or due to a derailment.

According to Mr. Frizell, there are
better routes, such as north through
New York State and then west through
the Catskills, which are not as densely
populated as this area of New Jersey.

The plan also poses other prob-
lems for communities with grade
crossings, because emergency ve-
hicles would not be able to get around
the mile-long train, Mr. Frizell
pointed out.

The Union County Freeholders
have not responded to the suit yet.
Mr. Frizell said that he expects the
suit to be heard and settled before the
end of the year.

Union County Counsel Carol
Cohen said she could not comment
on the Freeholders’ response to the
suit, because they have not formally
declared a response yet. They have
35 days to respond to the suit.

Another lawsuit against the plan,
brought about by a competing gar-
bage company, was recently heard by
U.S. District Court Judge Nicholas H.
Politan in Newark. Waste Manage-
ment Holding Inc. challenged the lease
between Mr. Pucillo and BFI, con-
tending that Mr. Pucillo, who once
owned numerous garbage companies,

signed a non-compete agreement,
prohibiting him from entering into
any competing waste management
business within 75 miles of Hillside
for three years, when he sold two of
his garbage companies to Eastern En-
vironmental Inc., a subsidiary of Waste
Management.

Waste Management was a compet-
ing bidder for the New York City gar-
bage contract, which BFI won.

Mr. Pucillo’s lawyer, Gerald
Krovatin, said the contract only disal-
lowed Mr. Pucillo from engaging in
“solid waste management.” He argued
that Mr. Pucillo’s role was only that of
a landlord, leasing the land to BFI.

Judge Politan denied Waste
Management’s request for an injunc-
tion against the contract, saying that
he had to consider “the big picture”
and “will the public be harmed” if he
were to issue an injunction, blocking
the deal.

Waste Management’s motion to
dismiss the contract was denied.

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Community Television (WCTV)
Advisory Board, the group charged
with upgrading a town-wide public
access channel in partnership with
Westfield High School on TV chan-
nel 36, in its first meeting of the year
set forth its goals for the year 2001.

With the arrival of new equipment
and additional cable locations, WCT-
TV36 will be able to offer improved
basic programming, general infor-
mation of interest to Westfield resi-
dents, and a quick Bulletin Board
source for emergency information
for community events, such as Town
Council and School Board meetings
will continue to be broadcast, as well
as a variety of informational and
cultural events.

Speaking at the meeting, Peter J.
Leyden, 3rd, Regional Manager of
Government Relations for Comcast,
the franchise sponsor of TV36, ex-
plained that Comcast has provided
free cable access to the municipal build-
ing, including the police station, as
well as fire houses, Department of

Public Works facilities, all schools,
and the Westfield Community Center.

In his remarks, Mr. Leyden sug-
gested that the Advisory Board com-
pose a set of rules for material to be
aired. The channel is precluded from
accepting advertising revenues.

It was also announced that Phil
Falcone would continue to chair the
board, and that Eileen O’Donnell
would remain as assistant, as well as
Chairwoman of the Administration
Committee. The board welcomed two
new members, Jeanne McCurdy and
Philip Leary, both of Westfield.

Linda Pickering will head the Poli-
cies and Procedures Committee,
which is in the final stages of approv-
ing a permanent set of by-laws for
the channel.

Rita Kessler and Lorre Korecky
will co-chair the Outreach Commit-
tee, dealing with community rela-
tions and volunteers. Darryl Walker
and Arlene O’Reilly will be in charge
of programming.

Richard Solomon will continue to
chair the Technology Committee
which, together with Director of
Operations Doug Black, initiated
equipment orders for the planned
Broadcast Center. Mr. Black can be
reached at (908) 351-6165.

Other Advisory Board members
include Neil Sullivan, Third Ward
Councilman and liaison to the Town
Council, and Westfield Board of Edu-
cation Chairwoman Darielle Walsh,
liaison to the Board of Education.

Woman’s Club Plans
Trip to See Nuptials

FANWOOD – Members and friends
of the Woman’s Club of Fanwood will
travel via a chartered bus on Wednes-
day, January 31, to the Hunterdon Hills
Dinner Theatre in Hampton for a per-
formance of Judy Simpson Cook’s
comedy Nuptials.

The bus will leave at 10 a.m. from
the parking lot behind Eckerd’s Phar-
macy on Martine Avenue in Fanwood
and return no later than 5 p.m. Partici-
pants will enjoy a meal and dessert
buffet, as well as the performance.

The Woman’s Club of Fanwood, part
of the New Jersey State Federation of
Women’s Clubs and the General Fed-
eration of Women’s Clubs, supports
various charitable endeavors, includ-
ing the special State Project for 2000-
2002, which is the Valerie Fund. The
Fund assists children in New Jersey
with cancer and blood disorders.

For more information about the the-
ater trip or about the club itself, please
call Eleanor Hoerrner at (908) 889-9515
or Barbara Couphos at (908) 322-7892.

LIBRARY GAINS NEW RESOURCE…Members of the Westfield Chapter of
the Daughters of the American Revolution Nellie Jester, left, and Helen Manton,
Regent, right, present Barbara Thiel, Director of the Westfield Memorial
Library, with a copy of the 1860 United States Federal Census Index for New
Jersey South for the library’s Reference Room. A luncheon meeting of the
chapter will be held tomorrow, January 19, at noon at the Charlie Brown’s
restaurant in Westfield. A fashion show, open to the public, will take place at
Talbots in Westfield on Thursday, March 15, at 7:30 p.m.


