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Seymour Koslowsky Steps Down
After 24 Yrs. on Recreation Board

Alexander Mirabella Sets Initiatives
For 2001 Freeholder Bd. Chairman

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD — After a 24-year
contribution of volunteering his time
and experience, Westfield Recreation
Commission Chairman, Dr. Seymour
Koslowsky is stepping down from
that post.

Dr. Koslowsky served as a mem-
ber on the Recreation Commission
for 12 years beginning in 1976, then
as the Commission’s Chairman for
the past 12 years, through six May-
ors, he noted.

Dr. Koslowsky has been a Westfield
resident for 30 years, when he opened
his dental practice in town, in 1971.
He previously served as a dentist in
the Air Force from 1969 to 1971.

Dr. Koslowsky has coached a vari-
ety of sports over the years, includ-
ing baseball and girls’ softball and
has umpired and refereed for various
teams.

He has also served on several
boards in town, including the United
Fund, the Jewish Community Center
and the Westfield Y, volunteering as
the liaison between those organiza-
tions and the Recreation Commis-
sion at various times.

He has seen many changes take
place in Westfield over the course of
his involvement with the Recreation
Commission, particularly in girls’
sports and the overall numbers of
participants in all sports. Participa-
tion in recreation programs and sport-
ing events has increased from sev-
eral hundred to several thousand in
the past few decades, he noted.

“More adults are active now and
expect the quality of our parks to
serve their needs,” Dr. Koslowsky
said. This need resulted in the Recre-
ation Commission’s focus in recent
years on renovating numerous parks,
including a complete renovation of

Sycamore Field and improvements
at Tamaques Park, while under his
direction.

While on the Recreation Commis-
sion, Dr. Koslowsky was instrumen-
tal in creating the Night Place for
sixth through eighth graders and the
Teen Center for high school stu-
dents. Both of these weekend recre-
ational activities for Westfield’s
young people have been very suc-
cessful in drawing upwards of 500 to
600 students each year. He was also
a major proponent in bringing about
summer sports camp 15 years ago,
which provides a summer program
for Westfield’s children, regardless
of financial circumstances.

“Children need a balance between
academics and recreation,” Dr.
Koslowsky remarked.

He noted that all of these pro-
grams, including trips for senior citi-
zens and other recreational programs
sponsored by the Recreation Com-
mission are made available without a
profit incentive and through the ef-
forts of many volunteers.

He was also instrumental in re-
placing playground equipment used
by recreation programs at all of the
Board of Education’s school facili-
ties.

Dr. Koslowsky also worked dili-
gently along with the other members
of the Recreation Commission to
bring about the extensive renovation
plans that are currently in the plan-
ning stages for the Memorial Park
and Pool Complex.

Dr. Koslowsky said that he intends
on staying active in the community
as well as working in his dentistry
practice for many more years.

Dr. Koslowsky has three grown
children, all of whom participated in
Westfield recreation programs, and
three grandchildren, two of whom
are Westfield residents, also involved
in recreation programs. His wife,
Susan, of 33 years, was a past presi-
dent and one of the founders of
Women for Women in Scotch Plains,
a counseling organization for help-
ing families.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers reorganized on Sunday under new
leadership.

Freeholders Alexander Mirabella
of Roselle Park and Lewis Mingo of
Plainfield were sworn in as this year’s
Chairman and Vice Chairman, re-
spectively.

Mr. Mirabella will lead a board that
is entering its fifth year under a Demo-
cratic majority. The Democrats are in
their fourth consecutive year of hold-
ing a 9-0 Democratic majority.

Chairman Mirabella, who was
elected to a second consecutive three-
year term this past November along
with Freeholders Deborah P. Scanlon
of Union and Chester Holmes of
Rahway, set forth the board’s agenda
for 2001.

“We are compelled to make deci-
sions on what is best for all, and just
a few. We must continue to rely on
our hearts as well as our intellect,” he
said.

He said Access 20001, a forerun-
ner to a program initiated by 1998
Chairman, Freeholder Daniel P.
Sullivan, will be expanded to link the
county’s public schools and public
libraries.

The program will create pilot tech-
nology-based homework centers with
computers and high speed Internet
access in municipal libraries, includ-
ing the creation of homework Web
bulletin boards.

He said the goal of the program is
“to increase communication between
our school and municipal libraries
relating to homework and research
assignments.” An Access 2001 Web
site will be created with links to all
schools, databases, library informa-
tion links and resource services. Ac-
cess 2000 was aimed at having com-
puters and Internet access in every
classroom in Union County.

Mr. Mirabella has called for the
creation of an Office of Volunteer
Services in Union County govern-
ment. He said the office would coor-
dinate volunteers for county pro-
grams and serve as a “clearinghouse”
for any county agency, school or

organization that seeks volunteers. A
Web site will be created to connect
volunteers with open positions.

Chairman Mirabella’s third initia-
tive is expansion of the county’s Of-
fice of Veterans Affairs to create a
“one-stop shop” for veterans regard-
ing benefits and health care issues.

“New Millennium...New Jobs” is
another program Mr. Mirabella said
will be “designed to expand our busi-
ness attraction and retention efforts
and provide businesses with the sta-
bility and environment for prosper-
ity along with the critical elements
they need for growth and expan-
sion.”

The program is aimed at expand-
ing customer skills training programs
offered at the Retail Skills Training
Center in the Jersey Gardens Mall in
Elizabeth “to meet the demands of
existing and new retail centers, the
new hotel and office development
along the Elizabeth waterfront and
employment opportunities at New-
ark International Airport.

The Economic Development and
Human Service Departments will be
linked to carry out this initiative
through the Workforce Investment
Board and the Comprehensive Eco-
nomic Development Strategy Com-
mittee.

Also, the freeholders will holds
some of its meetings at locations in
municipalities around the county “in
an effort to bring county government
closer to residents.”

The Freeholder Scholars Program
will be continued for a third year.
County residents attaining a “B” av-
erage and whose parents earn under
$75,000 can earn free tuition from
the county. The Senior Scholar’s pro-
gram will be continued. Some 1,200
residents have enrolled in the pro-
gram which provides free tuition for
senior citizens at Union County Col-
lege.

The HEART (History, Education,
Arts Reaching Thousands) has also
been extended another year. The pro-
gram offers grants to local artists and
performers.

Mr. Mirabella, who served as Vice
Chairman last year, works in the
Field Technology Services division

at Chubb Insurance Group in War-
ren. Ms. Scanlon is a paralegal spe-
cializing in family law and Mr.
Holmes is a retired police detective
in Reahway where is also served on
the City Council.

In addition to the freeholders be-
ing sworn into new terms, Union
County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi took
the oath of office for a second, five-
year term as Clerk.

Ms. Rajoppi is the first woman to
serve as County Clerk in the 145-
year history of the county. Prior to
that she served as Register of Deeds
and Mortgages, a position was
merged into the Clerk’s officer in
1995.

The board’s reorganization was
held was attended by newly-sworn
United States Senator from New Jer-
sey, Jon Corzine of Summit, and
Woodbridge Mayor and likely Demo-
cratic candidate for Governor, James
McGreevey.

Robert Newell Elected Chairman
Of Planning Board in Westfield

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Robert L. Newell
was elected Chairman of the
Westfield Planning Board last Thurs-
day night, an entity on which he has
served since 1991. The chairman for
the past few years, Martin E. Robins,
was named Vice Chairman.

Mr. Newell owns a lighting design
company in Westfield.

“There was a feeling that it was
time to give him (Mr. Newell) a shot
and give Martin a breather,” said
Board Secretary Kenneth B. Marsh,
the town’s Engineer. The term of Mr.
Robins, an appointee of former
Mayor Thomas C. Jardim, expires at
the end of the year.

“I am honored at being elected as
chairman,” Mr. Newell stated. “I think
the Planning Board has had a lot of
positive influence on the Town of
Westfield and hopefully the board in

2001 will continue that movement.”
Mr. Newell said the board will

have a full agenda this year.
A number of new faces have joined

the board this year.
Vic Trezesniowski, who was ac-

tively involved in the Republicans’
campaign this past fall including that
of his wife, Karen, began a full four-
year term. Jay MacDonald was ap-
pointed to the other four-year board
vacancy.

Rich Elbert takes over as the first
alternate seat, replacing Rosemary
Millet. His term will be for two years.

Also joining the board are Rafael
Betancourt, the new Second Ward Coun-
cilman and former town prosecutor who
will serve in the board’s council liaison
seat, and Jay Boyle, a Council candi-
date this past fall, who was designated
by Mayor Gregory S. McDermott to
take the Mayor’s place on the board.
The Mayoral and Council Liaison seats

are appointed annually.
Prior to leaving office, Democratic

Mayor Jardim named William Ziff,
another Council candidate in 2000,
to the unexpired term left by the
resignation of Marc McCabe. There
is one year left on that term.

Mr. Jardim also named Anthony
M. LaPorta, a board member since
1997, to fill out the three years left by
the resignation of Joseph Stoner, who
just joined the board last year. Mr.
Stoner has moved out of Westfield.

Paul D. Strauchler was unani-
mously re-appointed for a third year
as Board Attorney. Also, Robert
Catlin Associates was retained again
as planning consultant to the board.

Mr. Robins urged the Town Coun-
cil to take action this year to hire a
full-time town planner, something
that was considered last year but
never formally acted upon by the
Town Council.

FOR A WORTHY CAUSE...Union County Freeholder Linda d. Stender of
Fanwood, left, presents a ceremonial check for $5,000 to the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Parent Teacher Association (PTA) to help the organiza-
tion continue its Project Graduation program. Also pictured are high school
students Rob Bugg and Renee Zidonik, and Mary Bell Cappio, President of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School PTA. Project Graduation is an annual
alcohol-free event held for graduating seniors.
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Limited time offer. Ask your sales representative for details. With 1 year activation.

NATIONWIDE PLANS AVAILABLE

BEAT THE ROUTE 22 NIGHTMARE
BY HEADING INTO WESTFIELD
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• Cellular Phones
• Security Alarms
• Auto Sound Systems
• Beepers & Pagers

• Radar Detectors
• Window Tinting
• Remote Engine Starters
• Stereo, TV & VCR Repairs
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