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MCMANUS PINS; POWELL, MAC WIN KNEE-KNOCKERS

Kardinal Wrestlers Survive
Thriller With Devils, 41-30

PENNELLA, GLOVER SCORE 16 EACH

Lady Raiders Break Past
Blue Devil Cagers, 56-38

DESERIO DUMPS IN 18 POINTS

Bulldog Boys Bounce
Blue Devil Hoopmen

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Superior speed, superior play set-
ting and superior talent! That is what
it takes to win and that is what the
seventh-ranked Malcolm X Shabazz
boys basketball team brought to
Westfield on January 4. What the
Bulldogs left with was a convincing
70-48 victory – upping their record
to 6-1 – over the 1-4 Blue Devils. The
Bulldogs only loss came at the hands
of a superb Linden team.

The offensive convincing came
from Bulldogs Oscar Porter –14
points – and Devonne Giles and Bob
Robinson – 13 points each. The con-
vincing play setting came from
Marcus Barrett and Dennis Harper.
And the convincing talent was dis-
played in every aspect of the Bull-
dogs’ play.

However, the Blue Devils got some
convincing offense from juniors Dan
DeSerio – 18 points – and Jim
McKeon – 13 points. DeSerio mixed
well inside with Giles, drew several
fouls and hit 10 of 11 at the free
throw line. DeSerio netted 13 of those
in the first half and sank all seven of
his free throws.

“We were trying to establish an
inside game against them and we
have been focusing on our effective-

ness from the free throw line,” pointed
out Blue Devil Head Coach Kevin
Everly. “Dan has worked real hard
over the summer and did well against
Giles.”

McKeon, who sank three, three-

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Offensive parity which existed in
the first quarter shifted suddenly in
favor of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School girls basketball team in
the second quarter and the Raiders
held on to that momentum to defeat
Westfield, 56-38, in Westfield on
January 6. The change occurred when

the Raiders combined hustle with
shooting success while the Blue Dev-
ils turned cold offensively.

Senior Karen Manahan and junior
Jackie Cusimano led the Blue Devils
with 10 and nine points, respectively.
Manahan fired in six of her points in
the first quarter and Cusimano netted
seven points in the third quarter. Se-

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One year ago the Kearny High
School wrestling team annihilated a
very young, inexperienced Westfield
squad, 60-21, in what could be con-
sidered a laugher. Things have
changed a bit. The Blue Devils are
still very young and much more ex-
perience is necessary for them to
become a power. However, the

aggressive on top,” said Head Coach
Glen Kurz. “He has been improving
every week. He is mentally into the
match and is confident.”

The Kardinals won the next three
classes via fall to take an 18-6 lead.

In the 125-lb. bout, Blue Devil John
Leonardis shot in for a fireman’s
takedown but got stuck on his back
when Kardinal Angel LaPorta sand-
bagged his attempt.

Blue Devil sophomore Ethan
Powell had a rock-and-tumble bout
at 130-lbs. with Dave Mathesen but
prevailed, 11-10. The first period
displayed more spinning than a whirl-
ing dervish but Mathesen came out
with a 2-1 lead. Then in the second
period, Powell added a reversal and
a takedown while Mathesen added a
reversal and an escape.

The action was furious in the third
period and there was some confusion
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Kardinals had to endure a little ruf-
fling of their feathers and pulled out
a 41-30 victory in Westfield on Janu-
ary 5.

Composed primarily of freshmen
and sophomores, and with only one

senior in the lineup, the Blue Devils
got on the board first with six team
points when freshman Matt
McManus (103) pinned Fred Borta
in 2:32, using a half nelson and an
arm bar. McManus initiated action
in the first period with a single-to-a-
double-leg takedown then worked a
high-stack pipewrench to gain a two-
point nearfall.

“He was patient on his feet and

By STEVEN KRAKAUER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School boys
basketball team (2-5) clashed with
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (1-6) on Janu-
ary 6 in Scotch Plains and left with a,
63-55, victory. Junior Dan Deserio
rocked the Raiders for 21 – 9-15 from
the free throw line –, while grabbing
eight boards and recording four steals,
three blocks and two assists.

Both teams were tentative and
sloppy in the first quarter. The Blue
Devils let an early, 11-10, lead slip
by and by the end of the quarter, the
Raiders led, 18-13. Raider junior
Steve Williams, who finished with
11 points and two rebounds, hit two
three-pointers.

The Raiders extended their lead to
36-25, by halftime. Anwar Mont-
gomery netted 10 of his 14 points in
the first half to keep the Raiders
fluid. Big men Andrew Feeley and
Mike Brennan were held fairly quiet
throughout the afternoon. The 6’10”
Feeley was held to only 10 points and
six rebounds thanks to the dogged
defense of. Deserio. Brennan (6’8”)
finished with 11 points.

The Blue Devils changed their
defensive tactics in the third quarter.
“We went into the zone (defense)
and had some trouble, so we went
from the 1-2-1 (zone) to man-to-
man,” explained Westfield Head

Coach Kevin Everly,
The strategy worked, as well and

so did their newly initiated three-
quarter press. Banditry prevailed as
the Blue Devil robbed the Raiders
for seven steals in the quarter. Deserio
accounted for four of them.

Blue Devil junior center Jay Cook
came alive in the third quarter and
scored five points then followed with
seven more in the fourth to com-
plete a solid performance of 18
points. He also recorded three blocks
and three steals.

“(Jay) came through with a couple
clutch plays. His style points really
went up in the game,” said Deserio.

It was all Westfield in the fourth
quarter as they outscored the Raid-
ers, 21-7, finally taking the lead
with 1:30 remaining. Donnell Clark
played big for his 5’9” figure and
poured in 10 points and seized four
steals.

Westfield Co-Captains Jimmy
McKeon and Jon Semenoro left with
injuries. McKeon played most of the
game, and played well (six rebounds),
but Semenoro injured his toe in the
first quarter.

Deserio is optimistic for the rest of
Westfield’s upcoming match-ups. “If
we play well, we could end up at .500
by the end of the week.”
Westfield 13 12 17 21 63
Sc Plns-Fanwood 18 18 12   7 55
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RAIDER GIRLS GET 4TH AT PIRATE

Devil Boys, Girls Propel
Past Raider Swimmers

By STEVEN KRAKAUER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield-Scotch Plains swim-
ming rivalry has been one that has
sparked excitement for many years.
And the duel on January 4, at the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Y proved to

be no exception. The races were tight,
the swimming was thrilling, but in
the end the Blue Devil boys won,
111-59, while the girls just skimmed
past the Raiders, 95-75.

Blue Devil Captain Cliff Haldeman
won both the 200- and 500-yard
freestyle events. He was trailed by
Raider Steve Swenson in each of
them. Blue Devil Devin Power “pow-
ered” past his teammates to take the
100-yard free with a time of 54.09.
Power also was part of the winning
200-yard free relay team.

“Everyone really swam well; we
were all focused to do well in this
meet,” said Power.

Scotch Plains’ potent family com-
binations of the Bassman’s and the
Swenson’s made some waves of their
own. The Bassman’s consisted of
Peter (first in 400-yard free relay),
Jon (third in 100-yard breaststroke)
and Jen (first in 100-yard breast-
stroke, first in 100-yard fly, first in
200-yard free relay, first in 200-yard
medley relay). For the Swenson team,
Eric took first in 100-yard breast-
stroke and first in 200-yard IM, and
Steve placed second in 200-yard
freestyle

Blue Devil sisters Jenny (senior)
and Susanna (freshman) Fowler ac-
counted for big points. Jen struck
gold in the 200-yard freestyle and
silver in the 100-yard, as well as a
first place spot in the 400-yard free
relay. Susanna touched third in the
50-yard freestyle and second in the
100-yard backstroke.

Westfield boys coach Martha
Heintzelman said, “This was a really
good meet. I was impressed by Scotch
Plains. They had many strong swim-
mers. It was good to see the kids
swimming under pressure.”

The Westfield boys would have
surely been under a lot more pressure

Deserio, Cook, Power Devils
Past Raider Hoopmen, 63-55

if it were not for the absence of two
of the Raiders’ most talented swim-
mers. Chris Smith, an excellent
sprinter, was out with an injured
shoulder, and Ryan Hauptman, who
recently transferred from Pingry, was
sitting out the 30-day mandatory

waiting period.
Blue Devil Chrissy Romano

won the 100-yard backstroke,
the 200-yard IM and the 400-
yard free relay and Raider Dana
Berkowitz aced the 50-yard
freestyle, 100-yard freestyle,
200-yard free relay and the 200-
yard medley relay.

“I’m pleased with our swim-
mers today. We got a lot of
personal bests and there were a
few really close races. Westfield
swam a great meet,” said Raider
Head Coach Jessica Hulnik.

On January 6, at the annual
Pirate Invitational in West
Windsor, the rivalry continued.
The Raiders finished fourth
with 126 points, while the Blue
Devils placed seventh at 97.
Berkowitz won the 50-yard
freestyle with a time of 25.3
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SWARMING AROUND A BULLDOG...All five Blue Devils swarm around
Shabazz Bulldog Oscar Porter to prevent him from getting a shot.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WRESTLING FOR THE REBOUND...Raider center Erin Gillooly, No. 45,
wrestles the rebound away from several Blue Devils.

Steven Krakauer for The Leader and The Times
MAKING WAVES...The Devil and Raider
girls created a lot of waves.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RUFFLING A KARDINAL’S FEATHERS...Blue Devil Matt McManus, top, is
about to pin his 103-lb. Keary Kardinal opponent.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE DEVIL ‘D’ COMES TO LIFE IN THE SECOND HALF...After trailing by 11, the Blue Devil defense came alive in
the second half and slowed down the Raiders. Westfield’s offense also came alive in the second half and secured a, 63-55,
victory.


