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The Westfield Foundation Thanks Leader
For Coverage; Commends Town Council CRUSADE

Crusade- - a vigorous concerted move
for a cause or against abuse.

“Soldiers, Sailors, and Airmen of the
Allied Expeditionary Force: You are about
to embark on a great crusade, toward
which we have striven these many months.
The hopes and prayers of liberty-loving
people everywhere march with you”.
These fabulous words by General Dwight
D. Eisenhower were contained in the
“Order of the Day” for June 6, 1944 that
was issued to the Allied Troops preparing
to invade Europe. Join us as we get to the
crux of crusade.

Yes, crusade stems from the Latin word
crux, a perpendicular bean supporting a
horizontal one. The Spanish at first trans-
lated the word an cruz, and later crusada,
which they defined ma any military expe-
dition undertaken by European Chris-
tians, during the 11th through 13th centu-
ries, to recover the Holylands from the
Moslems.

Eisenhower’s best selling book, Cru-
sade in Europe, used crusade in its righ-
teous military sense. Join us next week as
we continue our personal crusade to re-
veal the fascinating etymologies of En-
glish words.

Parent Should Not Threaten
Motivated Son Over Tattoo

Disabled Pedestrians Must Be Considered,
Treated With Courtesy on Our Streets

In this season of holiday spirit and of the ever-
popular New Year’s Resolution, a suggestion from
us here at The Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood is for the towns, particu-
larly for Westfield and its motorists, to resolve to be
more courteous to pedestrians, and, in particular,
disabled pedestrians.

Motorists are supposed to stop for pedestrians in
crosswalks, but it isn’t uncommon to see drivers
racing through crosswalks without regard for those
trying to cross the street.

Further, with the advent of the oversized SUVs
that we see on the roads today, it isn’t strange to see
a pedestrian having to venture pretty far out into the
crosswalk to check for oncoming traffic, only to
have a driver screech to a stop or even whiz right on
by without a care.

One intersection that is famous for looking more
like the Indianapolis 500 than downtown Westfield
is the corner of Elm Street and Quimby Street.
Granted, it’s not a busy intersection, but still it’s not
a rare occurrence to see drivers speed around the
turn from Elm onto Quimby without regard for

anyone who might be trying to cross that street.
The Town of Westfield should be commended for

its effort to get the downtown area cleaned up from
this past weekend’s snowstorm that dropped almost
two feet of snow on the area. Upon first glance it
even looks as though the crosswalks might be pass-
able for disabled pedestrians … let’s just wait and
see what happens when business picks up again after
the holiday weekend.

For disabled pedestrians, not to mention those
who do have the ability to “walk” across the street,
those corner ramps, or cutouts, are of dire impor-
tance. So, when one of those is blocked by anything,
whether it be ice, snow or the occasional motor
vehicle, it leaves pedestrians up the proverbial creek.

It’s understandable that during the holiday season
parking downtown was limited, if not scarce, but there
is no excuse for someone to park their car, even for a
split-second, in a crosswalk. In the new year, let’s
resolve to remember, crosswalks are for pedestrians,
not for temporarily parking cars.

Editor’s Note: The following are the
remarks of Westfield Mayor Gregory
S. McDermott delivered at the
Westfield Town Council’s reorgani-
zation meeting Tuesday night.

*  *  *  *  *
Good evening ladies and gentle-

men. I thank you for joining me for
this special occasion and for your
good wishes. I am very proud to have
been sworn in this evening as Mayor
of this great community, and to have
been given the distinct privilege of
serving this town at this special time
in history.

History, after all, is part of what
makes Westfield unique. From
Tamaques Park to Clark Street, our
earliest Indian roots and colonial ties
still resonate today, and landmarks,
like Fairview Cemetery and Miller
Cory, give shape to the place Westfield
has carved out in American history.

I believe it is a sense of public spirit
that distinguishes this town now, just
as it did in its settler days. In fact,
Westfield’s first act of business as a
newly incorporated township in 1794
was to commit to raising $100 for the
support of the poor. Even then,
Westfield residents cared about each
other and about the welfare of the
town in which they lived.

Some three hundred years later, I
hope to invoke that same public spirit,
that sense of community that has
served this town so well for so long.
In fact, I am counting on the good

In the midst of celebrating the Westfield
Foundation’s 25th year of “promoting
the betterment of the Westfield commu-
nity and the enhancement of the quality of
life for all of its citizens,” I am writing to
thank The Leader for its news coverage.

We were delighted when New Jersey
Governor Christine Todd Whitman
graced us with her presence at the anni-
versary celebration on December 4 and
further energized by her endorsement
of the concept of community founda-
tions to meet the needs of communities
throughout the country. She specifi-
cally saluted our achievement by stat-
ing: “I believe in what you do...I can’t
think of a better way to celebrate the
success of this foundation than for other
communities around New Jersey to rep-
licate it as we work together to make
New Jersey the best place in which to
live, work and raise a family.”

The Foundation is pleased to announce

that we would be happy to help any other
New Jersey community representatives
who wish to establish a community foun-
dation.

We were also pleased with the oppor-
tunity to appear before the Town Council
on December 5 to tell them about the
Foundation. The Council’s efforts to be-
come involved and informed about com-
munity groups, like the Foundation, is
commendable.

Westfield’s 25-year-old community
foundation has grown to $9 million from
its original endowment of $2,000. Over
the past quarter century, more than $2.5
million in some 350 grants have been
awarded to nonprofit organizations in
social and human services, culture and
the arts, civic needs, youth and elderly
needs, health and education.

As President of the Board of Trustees,
it is my pleasure to thank Westfield resi-
dents for their support of the Foundation
and to thank The Leader for its news
coverage.

Gerald J. Glasser
President, Board of Trustees

The Westfield Foundation

By MILTON FAITH
A parent writes:
My son informed me that he was

going to get a tattoo on his arm. When I
started probing, he became angry and
said it was his arm and he had a right to
do what he wanted (he revealed that he
was going to have his initials put on).
Mike is a good kid, 17 years old and a
senior.

I have never had any real trouble with
him. He is a good student, plans to go to
college, and is active at our church.
Some of his friends are what I would call
underachievers, and I am afraid that they
will influence him.

Some smoke, do not plan to go to
college, and also have tattoos.

My husband and I have threatened to
withhold his allowance if he goes through
with his tattoo plan. I want to do the right
thing and I know that once I say I will not
give him allowance money (for which
he does lots of chores around the house),
I will have to stick to it. Your response,
please.

Answer: I have to refer to a saying I
often use: “Make sure you know which
wars are worth fighting.” You describe a
17 year old son who does well in school,
is motivated to go to college, is active in
church, and you say, “I have never had
any real trouble with him.” You have
exchanged chores for allowance, and
that seems to have been working well.
You are concerned about some of his
friends, but your son’s behavior seems
quite good. Even his choice of a tattoo
seems acceptable. I would not threaten
him with anything (i.e., the allowance)
and would quietly let him do his “thing.”

Trust me, this is not a situation to be
seen as a war (a conflict)!

A teenager writes: Someone at my
school told me to write to you to get an
answer to a real problem that I have. I am
16 years old and my question is:

How old does a person (or student)
have to be before deciding what to do for
the rest of his life? My parents always
worked hard so that my two sisters and
I could have a good education and go to
good colleges. They are on my back to
decide what I want to major in. My
father wants me to go into engineering
because he says, “everything in today’s
world is related to technology” and he
feels my skills will be in demand.

Also, he says that he can then send me

to a name college which would also
guarantee good employment when I
graduate. I can’t talk to my mom be-
cause she agrees with him and I feel
double the pressure. My sisters went
through the same thing and now they
rarely come home. Could you please tell
me what to do?

Answer: I appreciate your writing to
me. Your letter will probably touch a lot
of teenagers who can identify with what
you are saying. As a teen, I was envious
of my peers who knew what they wanted
to do as a profession (vocation). I did not
know what really interested me until I
started college and realized, when doing
field work at a local mental hospital, that
I wanted to have a profession in the
mental health field.

We live in a society where everything
has become very competitive.

Understandingly, many parents feel
more secure if they know what a high
school student wants; they can plan for
the anticipated expenses. They feel their
child will have a more secure future.
Parents must also understand that many
students do not know what they want
until they are in college and can experi-
ence different subjects and different situ-
ations.

I tell parents in these situations not to
pressure their son or daughter to make a
decision when they are not ready for it,
not because their child is lazy, but be-
cause they are honestly unsure of their
preferences, interests, abilities, etc.
Emotionally support the student to ex-
plore, become aware, and make the best
decision possible. Our children do re-
spond and eventually begin to focus.
Please have your parents read this. I
would also be willing to discuss this
issue with them. Good luck!

A widow writes:
Ever since my husband died two years

ago, I have been very depressed and
enjoy doing very few things. Often, I eat
alone at a restaurant (since I do not like
to cook for myself,), and become even
sadder when I see couples or families
eating together. My children live close
by but seem too busy to spend time with
me. My friends invite me out but I de-
cline. Now fewer and fewer call. I should
add that I am 75 years old and it is not
easy to change. Do these feelings even-
tually go away?

Answer: Feelings of sadness are ap-
propriate when we lose someone close
to us, particularly when we have spent
many years sharing our lives together.

Often, these feelings evolve into won-
derful memories of shared moments,
incidents, joys, etc. But if we isolate
ourselves and close the door to loving
and caring relationships, nothing
changes, and the sadness remains, often
increasing. There are many things you
can do to feel better. Let others into your
life. Respond to friends, reach out to
them by calling those who care, go out
for lunch or dinner, invite them over, go
to a movie, walk, exercise etc. Tell your
children you would like to spend some
time with them (hopefully you have a
good relationship with them).

Visiting, having dinner with each child
and his/her family several times a month
seems reasonable. Speak to your priest/
minister/rabbi for some pastoral guid-
ance and find out what activities exist in
the church/temple in which you can be-
come involved. Do volunteer work. I am
sure that your spouse would want you to
live on, be happy and feel fulfilled.

Good luck.

It’s Transition Time as Towns Welcome
New Officials; Bid Adieu to Those Leaving

Congratulations to our newly-elected officials,
and thank you to our departing officials. It’s transi-
tion time in town.

These events are pretty calm in Mountainside,
Fanwood and Scotch Plains, as each are returning
essentially the same teams to government. Each
have just one new elected council representative. All
three towns have their Mayors returning to office.

Mayor Robert F. Viglianti in Mountainside, Mayor
Martin L. Marks in Scotch Plains and Mayor Louis
C. Jung in Fanwood continue in office. There is
tranquility. Mayor Viglianti is a noteworthy case in
that he is one of the longest-serving elected officials
in Union County.

Westfield will provide most of the excitement this
year, as newly-elected Mayor Gregory S. McDermott
swings into office. For the most part, the Westfield
officials are well-established veterans, with just two
new faces on the Town Council — Rafael Betancourt
and Peter Echausse.

The significant happening in Westfield is the many
new appointments. Characteristic of when a new
mayor comes into office, there are many changes.
This is now happening in Westfield. New mayors
bring in their own teams.

Westfield will see Robert Cockren as the new Town
Attorney. Christine Nugent will be the new Public
Defender. These paid legal positions always seem to be
political plums. Yet, it’s understandable that new may-
ors need to have attorneys whom they know and whom
they can confide in, while deciding sensitive issues

throughout the year.
There are dozens of volunteer appointments being

made now, too. In the long run, these volunteers may
be more important to the smooth running of govern-
ment. The list of new and familiar faces is extensive
in Westfield government. But, these people are well
known as your neighbors. We will introduce these
officials to you over the next several weeks. In the
meantime, we thank all the departing individuals
who have distinguished themselves through their
service to the town.

This is the way the two party system works — “to
the victor goes the spoils.” But, the truth of the matter
is, everyone wants to do a good job. The Mayor and
council want to deliver on their campaign promises.

It’s no different in Westfield than what occurred in
Scotch Plains just a few years ago. Scotch Plains did
its political flip flop — from Republican to Demo-
cratic to Republican. The appointments changed
then, too.

Things will settle down in Westfield, also. But,
there will be a lot of political excitement in the
meantime. And, there’s always an election next year
to keep things interesting.

The real objective is to have good government —
and this is reflected in all of our towns. Thank you to
those who have served in the past. Good luck to those
who are new.

Comprehensive Parking Plan, Improved Fields
Lead Off Mayor McDermott’s 2001 Agenda

people of this town to help me usher
in this new millennium not as specta-
tors, but as full participants in the
process of governing. It is a partner-
ship I know can, and will, work to
better this town.

I am confident of this as I spent
much of my campaign walking this
town and meeting its people. I was
impressed with the sincerity of resi-
dents’ concerns and their willingness
to share their ideas with me. It pro-
vided encouragement to me through-
out the fall, and now serves as inspi-
ration for the kind of leadership I
pledge to bring to Town Hall. I recog-
nize there is a great deal of work to be
done in the two years ahead, and that
it must be done with the assistance
and good counsel of all of Westfield’s
citizens.

It is my goal then to immediately
address the issues I outlined during
my campaign, including a compre-
hensive parking plan and improved
recreation fields, in a manner that
encourages participation and de-
mands accountability. To begin with,
I will ask that we undertake the de-
velopment of the town’s first long-
range capital spending plan.

We have the expertise and talent
both within town government and on
this Council to produce a document
that clearly outlines capital spending
priorities and provides a financial
blueprint to follow. A document of
this nature will be of considerable

value to town officials both present
and future and will serve the needs of
our town’s taxpayers.

I will also ask for greater participa-
tion and accountability among the
many boards, commissions and other
authorities that are an integral part of
town government. We have been
served well over the years by these
volunteer organizations. They play a
significant role in setting town policy
and are often the only point of con-
tact between residents and their town
government.

We know, however, more can be
done to improve the lines of commu-
nications between these entities and
Town Hall. As such, I will be estab-
lishing a rotating schedule from the
major board representatives, from the
special improvement district to the
Recreation Commission, to address
the Council during public meetings
on issues that demand the Council’s
attention, if not its response.

Finally, I recognize that communi-
cation is the key to truly empowering
Westfield residents. We must take a
new look at how we keep citizens in
touch and informed as to Westfield
matters. From Channel 36 to the
Internet, new technology affords us
new opportunities for communica-
tions. It will be a primary objective
for me in 2001 to ensure that we use
every resource available so that every
resident knows what is going on in
his or her hometown.

As for my fellow Council mem-
bers, I will be looking to you for your
enthusiasm and energy as we work
together in the term ahead. I have had
the pleasure of serving with re-elected
Council members Carl Salisbury,
Claire Lazarowitz and Larry Goldman
in the past, and I thank you for your
continued commitment to public ser-
vice. For Peter Echausse and Raphael
Bentacourt, who join the Council for
the first time, I extend my warm wel-
come to these Chambers.

I am confident the Council that
convenes this evening will be a pro-
ductive, hard-working group. To en-
sure your efforts are maximized, I
will strive to streamline the commit-
tee work and improve the efficiency
of our meetings, both public and pri-
vate. Most important, I will make it
my top priority as your Mayor to
create the kind of working environ-
ment that encourages debates, but
respects differences.

I also look forward to working with
our municipal employees, from the
individuals here in the municipal build-
ing to the Police and Fire Depart-
ments. These public servants are
among the many here in town that
help keep Westfield a quality commu-
nity.

I will call upon them, as I will all
individuals who care about this town,
to join me in ensuring that 2001 is a
year of prosperity and success for
Westfield and for all who call it home.

Thank you.

HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Mother Encouraged to Seek
‘Traditional’ Form of Therapy

Letters to the Editor

MayorJung Wishes
Fanwood Residents

Happy And Safe 2001

Garwood K of C
Thanks Community
For Food Donations
On behalf of our holiday food bas-

ket recipients and the children of the
Make-A-Wish Foundation of New Jer-
sey, The Garwood Knights of Colum-
bus would like to thank everyone who
made donations to our holiday food
and toy drives.

Your generosity was greatly appreci-
ated by those less fortunate during the
holiday season.

Our best wishes to everyone for a
healthy and happy new year.

Keith M. Gallagher
Food & Toy Drive Chairman

Knights of Columbus
Council #5437

Garwood

Happy New Year as we begin the year
2001. For all true Millennium purists,
January 1, 2001 was the real first day of
the Third Millennium as measured by the
Gregorian Calendar. If activities became
dull at your New Year’s celebrations, you
may have again debated that issue as you
probably did a year ago. In any case, the
entire Y2K/Millennium frenzy is over
and we survived it all! Since religious
and secular calendar scholars alike basi-
cally agree that the Gregorian Calendar
is off by four to seven years, i.e., it is,
already at least the year 2005, we passed
the true millennium a few years ago and
didn’t even realize it!

Looking back at the year 2000, I think
Fanwood had a good year. First of all we
had no major storms – no hurricane, no
tornado, no serious flooding, even our
16-inch snowstorm on December 30, the
biggest in five years, was a “kind one,”
i.e., light flakes, no wind, and on a Satur-
day. Also, in my humble opinion, I think
your mayor and council worked very
well in a bipartisan manner for the better-
ment of Fanwood.

Fanwood is a wonderful community
and we owe so much not only to our
dedicated borough employees, but also
to the many volunteers who do so much
behind the scenes to make Fanwood all
that it is. Our volunteers are led by those
in the Rescue Squad and the Fire Depart-
ment who along with the Police Depart-
ment provide our community health and
safety, which is the first thing any town
must provide.

Your Mayor and Council will be look-
ing for community support and input in
2001 as we move forward with our two
top priorities for the year — the Down-
town and improvements at Forest Road
and LaGrande Parks.

I wish everyone a Happy, Healthy,
Safe, Peaceful, and Prosperous New Year.
May your greatest wish for 2001 be the
least you receive.

Louis C. Jung
Mayor of Fanwood

SP-F PTA Council
Thanks Community
For Supporting Bond
On behalf of the Scotch Plains-

Fanwood PTA Council I’d like to thank
all the members of the community for
their tremendous response and positive
support of the school bond referendum.

Voter turnout for this bond was higher
than average school voting turnouts by
about 25 percent. We appreciate the
community’s voice in support of our
schools and our young people.

Caren Goldberg
Corresponding Secretary

SPF PTA Council
Scotch Plains


