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We’re thinking,
“At PNC we grow our business by

focusing on your needs first.”
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“I’m more than a number
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If you’re a Summit customer, you may be feeling left out and worried about changes and disruptions in

your accounts. Why not act now and choose a financial partner that puts you first? At PNC we focus

on your needs. What makes PNC unique is that we take our knowledge of money and combine it with

what we learn about you, creating deeper insights and more personalized advice. Whether you’re in

need of business services or personal finances, PNC will make your money work for you in all the ways

that money must. Take control of your money. Turn this time of uncertainty into your opportunity to

choose a new financial partner. For more information

call 1-888-PNC-7030 or visit www.pnc.com.
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Land Use Ordinance Is Done Deal
In Fanwood as Year Comes to Close

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD — Eight years of in-
tense work and review by elected
officials and others culminated in the
long-awaited adoption last Thursday
of a new Land Use Ordinance for the
Borough of Fanwood during a spe-
cial meeting of the governing body to
conclude municipal business for the
year 2000.

Council members took just a few
minutes to give the final green light to
the 240-page document, which replaces
a prior zoning ordinance that had been
in effect since 1956. The new text,
which includes a revised zoning map,
provides updated information on a
broad scope of land use issues.

As part of the overall package,
officials also adopted on second read-
ing an ordinance covering a series of
amendments, described as “mostly
minor in nature,” which are designed
to rectify problems identified by the
Fanwood Planning Board in its re-
cent review of the new Land Use
Ordinance.

Also adopted on second reading
was an ordinance amending munici-
pal sign regulations to allow new
businesses to put up promotional ban-
ners for a period not to exceed 30
days. This ordinance will be incorpo-
rated into the Land Use document.

Under the provisions of the sign
ordinance, which was crafted to help
new businesses become known in the
community, the banners must also
measure no more than two feet in
height and be no longer than three
quarters of the width of the building
to which they are affixed.

Later during the meeting, Clayton
S. Pierce, Coordinator for the

Fanwood Downtown Revitalization
Committee, presented an overview
of general downtown revitalization
efforts that are currently underway in
Fanwood, and which will continue in
the new year.

Among the areas he touched on
were physical improvements, such
as ongoing implementation of a Vic-
torian streetscape in the downtown,
as well as efforts by the fledgling
Fanwood Business and Professional
Association to organize and
strengthen the business community,
including home-based businesses,
and retaining and attracting new busi-
nesses to the borough.

Mr. Pierce also expressed his goal
of securing county, state and federal
grant money for Fanwood to fund
various projects.

David Patterson, the owner of the
Belair Instrument Company, a surgi-
cal pathology firm on South Avenue,
appeared before the governing body
last week to express his appreciation
to Mr. Pierce and the council for their
support of his quest to relocate his
business to another site in Fanwood.

Mr. Patterson, who said his company
has outgrown its present location, said
he hoped to reach an agreement within
the week for another property in the
downtown where he could move his
business. He revealed that he needs to
relocate his firm within a short period
of time because another business will
be moving into his building.

Belair, in which three generations
of Mr. Patterson’s family are involved,
distributes supplies and equipment
throughout the nation.

Finally, the council passed a resolu-
tion authorizing Mr. Pierce to submit a
grant application to NJ Transit for two

shuttle buses that would serve Scotch
Plains and Fanwood through a shared
services arrangement. Scotch Plains
recently passed its own resolution ap-
proving submittal of the application.

The buses, valued at $90,000 each,
would hold 25 passengers and be
given to the municipalities free of
charge by NJ Transit through a fed-
eral program designed to promote
mass transit.

Grant money would be provided for
operational costs over a three-year
period while ridership levels were es-
tablished, Mr. Pierce explained, with
an anticipated fare of $1.50 for a one-
way trip. He added further revenue
could be generated from the sale of
ads mounted on the vehicles.

The program would not interfere
with the established routes of NJ Tran-
sit buses in the two communities,
according to Mr. Pierce. After three
years, the buses would become the
property of the towns.

In addition to delivering commuters
to the Fanwood train station, Mr. Pierce
said the buses could also be utilized to
transport senior citizens and students,
adding that the vehicles would replace
the existing senior citizens bus that is
shared by Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

He also mentioned a proposed part-
nership with The Chelsea, an assisted
living facility on South Avenue, as
part of the shuttle bus program.

Mr. Pierce anticipated that trans-
portation to the train station would
give some commuters the incentive
to leave their cars at home, thereby
freeing up spaces for others seeking
to park there. He also said prospec-
tive home buyers might be encour-
aged to select a house along a local
bus route.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NOBLE OATH…Officers with the Fanwood Volunteer Rescue Squad take their oath of office New Year’s Day,
administered by Mayor Louis C. Jung, far left. The officers, pictured left to right, are: Captain Susan Davis; Corresponding
Secretary Ruth Wegmann; First Lieutenant Jeffrey Downing; President John Oatis; Treasurer Robert Kruthers and
Sergeant James Baxter. Looking on at far right is Assemblyman Richard H. Bagger.

S. Plains Manager Sees 2 Percent
Hike on Spending Side of Budget

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Town-
ship of Scotch Plains will soon turn
its attention to the first major item on
its 2001 agenda: formulation of this
year’s municipal budget.

And Township Manager Thomas
E. Atkins warned the council at its
conference meeting on Tuesday night
that there are already “a couple of
problems on the spending side” that

will likely result in the 2001 budget
being about 2 percent higher, before
any discretionary spending boosts,
than last year’s $17 million level.

However, if the State Legislature
approves several pending property
tax relief bills before May, communi-
ties like Scotch Plains could realize
significant savings.

Mr. Atkins told members of the
council that he expects to provide
them with his appropriations recom-
mendations by the end of the month.
Several budget hearings are likely to
be held in February so council mem-
bers, especially newcomers Paulette
Coronato and Sharynn Porter, can
better familiarize themselves with the
workings of the municipal budget.

Mr. Atkins said several expendi-
ture increases, beyond the control of
the local government, will be part of
this year’s budget, including a
$125,000 increase in payments to the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority,
which is making various state-man-

dated improvements and upgrades; a
$225,000 increase in health insur-
ance costs — “a whopper,” accord-
ing to Mr. Atkins, who reported that
other towns in New Jersey are also
“getting hit pretty hard” — and an
increase in debt service due to mu-
nicipal bond maturity.

The budget is currently expected
to be introduced on March 13, with a
public hearing and vote tentatively
set for April 25. However, several
property tax relief bills are currently
being considered by the State Legis-
lature, and if those bills are seen as
heading towards approval by legisla-
tors and the governor, the budget
schedule could be pushed back a bit
so as to allow Scotch Plains to incor-
porate the proposed savings into this
year’s spending plan.

Mayor Martin L. Marks said ap-
proval of the set of bills would have
“a significant impact” on the 2001
budget and could necessitate a slight
delay in the budget’s introduction.


