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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Arts & Entertainment

Watercolor Demonstration
On Tap With Art Association
WESTFIELD � On Sunday, Janu-

ary 14, the Westfield Art Association
will begin the new year with a
watercolor demonstration presented
by Joan H. McKinney. The artist is
known for her vibrantly warm, soft
watercolors of Victorian homes, out-
door porch and flowering garden
scenes.

Ms. McKinney, who is a member
of the Associate American, the Penn-
sylvania, Garden State and New
Jersey Watercolor Societies, also be-
longs to the American Artists Profes-
sional League, The Catherine Wolfe
Club in New York City, The National
Museum of Women in the Arts, and
the Westfield and Somerset Art As-
sociations.

She has been a frequent award
winner at numerous shows and juried
exhibitions as well as receiving the
honor of having her work appear in
American Artist Wa t e rc o l o r. Ms.
McKinney has also been named one
of 50 finalists out of 10,000 entries
in one of The Artist magazine�s art
competitions.

In 1999, Ms. McKinney received
the American Artists Professional
League Merit Award, Members Show,

Juried Exhibition Award, and was
accepted in the Hudson Valley Art
Association Annual Juried Show.
Since 1986, she has received sev-
eral Best in Show, Awards of Excel-
lence and other prestigious honors
throughout the New Jersey and
Pennsylvania areas.

She has held many one-woman
shows at the Somerset Art Associa-
tion in Far Hills, and Ortho Diagnos-
tics in Raritan, Crum and Foster in
Morristown, the Clarence Dillon in
Hunterdon County, and the Chatam
and John F. Kennedy Libraries in
New Jersey. Her work may be
viewed in the permanent collec-
tions of Schering Plough in Madison,
the Middlesex County Library, AT&T
in Basking Ridge, Carrier Clinic in
Belle Mead, Chubb Insurance Group
in Bridgewater, Douglas Kelly Asso-
ciates, Public Service Electric and
Gas Company, and other private
collections.

Ms. McKinney is currently being
represented by the Chetkin Gallery
of Red Band, the Evergreen Gallery
of Spring Lake and Galleryonemain
of High Bridge.

The public is invited to attend this
watercolor demonstration at the
Westfield Community Room in the
Municipal Building at 425 East Broad
Street. The room is wheelchair ac-
cessible. There is no fee.

For further information, please
call Tobia L. Meyers at (908) 687-
2945.

Star Gazing

Actress Marsha Mason
Recounts Her Journey

PIANO INSTRUCTION
NOW ACCEPTING
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FOR NEXT SEMESTER�S
KINDERMUSIK CLASSES!!
(INFANCY TO 6 YEARS)
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The Carolyn Klinger-K ueter
Music Studio . . .

By JOSH HAMERMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Today, Marsha Mason is proud
to call New Mexico her home. She
relocated to Santa Fe in 1993 after
almost 20 years in Los Angeles,
w h e r e  s h e  h a d
forged a successful
film career with the
help of her ex-hus-
band ,  p l aywr ight
Neil Simon.

M a s o n � s  1 9 7 3
movie  Cindere l la
Liberty earned her
a Golden Globe and
an Oscar nomina-
t ion.  She garnered
add i t iona l  Acad-
emy Award nomi-
nations for 1977�s
The  Goodby e  Gi r l
(for which she won
her second Golden Globe), 1979�s
Chap t e r  Two and 1981�s O n l y
When  I  Laugh,  a l l  written by
Simon.

Before marrying Simon and mov-
ing to Los Angeles,  Mason was a
New York City stage and televi-
sion actress. She joined the cast of
the daytime soap opera �Love of
Life� in 1971, and stayed for one
year. Mason met Simon while star-
r ing in his  play The  Good  Do c t o r
in 1973. They divorced 11 years
later,  but Mason has steadily con-
t inued to work on the big and
small screens.

More recently,  Mason, now 58,
played Sherry Dempsey on the
NBC TV series �Frasier� for two
seasons. In 1996, she opened Rest-
ing in the River,  a  medica l  herb
ranch, in Abiquiu, New Mexico.

This fal l ,  Mason launched her
first l ine of Resting in the River
retail  items.

In October,  her  autobiography
Journey: A Personal Odyssey was
released to bookstores.  On De-
cember 5,  Mason submitted to an
exclusive interview.

*  *  *  *  *
Q: You�ve received four Oscar

nominat ions,  but you have never
won.  Do you have any animosity
that stems from never winning an
Academy Award?

A: No, I have no animosity. I
was  a lways  up  aga ins t  g rea t
people .

Q: What advice do you have for
aspiring actors?

A: Learn your craft,  apply your-
self di l igently,  and don�t do it for
the money.

Q: Why did you fee l  i t  was
important to write �Journey: A
Personal Odyssey?�

A: There were several  reasons.
The first one was that I was look-
ing for something creative to do
instead of waiting for someone to
hire me. I thought I would at least
attempt to see if I could write.
When Simon & Schuster bought
30 pages I had written, then it was
the question of meeting that chal-
lenge. During the course of writ-
ing it, I really felt it was important
that i t  be somehow an act of
service. Hopefully, if I wrote down
some of  my exper iences  and
struggles,  someone else wouldn�t
have to struggle so hard.

Q: What do you want readers to

glean from �Journey: A Personal
Odyssey?�

A: That knowing yourself  is  re-
a l ly  the key to a  hea l thy and
happy l ife ,  and that your l i fe is

pretty much
w h a t  y o u
m a k e  i t .  I
think it�s ter-
r ibly impor-
tant to be able
t o  t a l k  t o
s o m e b o d y
a b o u t
w h a t e v e r � s
going on in
y o u r  l i f e .
Coaches are
i m p o r t a n t ,
whether  they
be  p sycho l -
ogy  coaches
o r  d r a m a

coaches or good friends. I think
gett ing in touch with your feel-
ings and being able to understand
them is key.  I  think i t  g ives you a
sense of compassion for other
people .  I  a lso hope people  come
away  f rom read ing  my book
knowing that someone in the pub-
l ic eye has the same basic insecu-
r i t ies  as someone else .  We�re  re -
ally not that different just because
our l ives are in a  publ ic  arena.

Q: What satisfaction do you re-
ceive from running your herb farm?

A: It �s kind of a spiritual thing,
but I get as much joy out of it  as
I do acting. It �s spiritual because
you�re deal ing with nature and
watching things grow. It  teaches
you surrender,  because you�re  a t
the mercy of  weather,  soi l  condi-
tions and other factors. I think it�s
a very important thing.

Q: One hundred years from
now,  what  do you want  to  be
remembered for?

A: I t  would be nice to be re-
membered as  a  good person who
tried her best.

Q: Being a professional actress,
you have probably  met  many
other celebrit ies.  What is your
favorite celebrity encounter?

A: Almost al l  of them, because
I  have the same kind of  awe and
excitement as fans do when I
meet someone I  real ly  admire,
such as Barbra Streisand, Jane
Fonda, Bobby De Niro or Clint
Eastwood.  I t � s  great  meet ing
people in your own f ie ld who are
so talented, and I�ve always found
most of them to be really terrific
people .
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Combine 1 tsp. lemon juice, pepper, diced onion, gelatin
and water in a blender. Add salmon and 1/2 c. mayonnaise.
Process until smooth. Add heavy cream slowly. Pour mixture
into a 4 cup mold that has been oiled well. Chill overnight.

To make the sauce: Mix 1/4 tsp. salt with remaining lemon
juice, grated onion, dill, sour cream and remaining mayo. Chill
sauce until ready to serve the mousse.

Prior to serving, gently pour cream sauce over the mousse
once removed from the mold.

1 tsp. lemon juice 1/2 c. mayonnaise
Dash pepper 1/2 c. heavy cream
2 small onions, diced 1/4 tsp. salt
1 envelope gelatin 2 tsp. lemon juice
1/2 c. boiling water 1 tsp. grated onion
1 (1 lb.) can of salmon, drained   1 tsp. freshly minced dill
3/4 c. sour cream 1/4 c. mayonnaise

Salmon Mousse

POPCORN�

One Popcorn, Poor � Two Popcorns, Fair � Three Popcorns, Good � Four Popcorns, Excellent
By Michael S. Goldberger

Cast Away:
A Rare Find

3 & 1/2 popcorns
You know that Aunt Ida of yours

� the one who can�t remember
the last time she went to the mov-
ies? Yeah, she doesn�t  go because
they just don�t make �em like they
used to. Can�t figure why you even
waste your time. Oh, she did make
an exception for Forr e s t  Gump
(1994). Felt it �wasn�t bad.� And
she was actual ly quite moved by
Saving Private Ry a n (1998), which
once again proved an exception
to her rule.

Well, tell Ol� Aunt Ida to get the
popcorn money ready. She�s go-
ing to see Cast Away.  Like the
persuasive lilt of the Pied Piper�s
flute, Tom Hanks� latest tour de
force about a Robinson Crusoe for
the new millennium wil l  miracu-
lously draw in the naysayers. And
odds are Aunt Ida will  be staying
up late on Academy Awards night
to see how many Oscars her fi lm
wins.

Refer to it as the Hanks magic.
Scientifical ly ascribe it to his
everyman appeal. He himself mod-
estly attributes it to outlandish luck.
But at this juncture even Aunt Ida
has taken note that all three movie�s
on her hit list star Tom Hanks. And
two of them were directed by
Robert Zemeckis (Steven Spielberg
directed Sav ing  Pr i va t e  Ry a n) .

Regardless of the explanation
for this phenomenal confluence of
motion picture talents, there�s no
denying that Hanks has whatever
it was that Gable, Fonda, Tracy
and Stewart possessed.

And if there was ever any doubt
that he had whatever it is that
Hoffman, Pacino and De Niro have,
this performance entertainingly dis-
pels that misconception.

In Cast Away,  he puts it all to-
gether to etch an exquisite, single-
handed essay on the human con-
dition.

Because director Zemeckis�s
fine sense of suspense is key here,
it  would be a misprision on the
critic�s part to recount as much
story l ine as one would allow with
a conventional film. But if you
hear that this tale of survival is the
closest a big studio gets to making
an art film, don�t be scared off.
Likewise when you learn that out
of its two and a half hours, at least
100 minutes are spent observing
the castaway alone on an is land.
( We l l ,  a lmos t  a lone .  There � s
Wilson... . . .whatever he, she, or it
is .  You�l l  see.)

But don�t worry. Hanks commu-
nicates. This isn�t Marcel Marceau

does �Gilligan�s Island.� For de-
spite all its fine subtleties, heady
symbolism and poetic nuances,
there isn�t a dull moment in this
tension-filled saga.

It won�t be giving anything away
to note that it all starts with as
realistic a plane crash as you�re
likely to see in a motion picture.
The terrifying dive into the Pacific
could do for airline travel what
J a w s (1975) did for the seashore.
It occurs only a few hours after
workaholic Chuck gives the love
of his l ife an engagement ring.

His re lat ionship with Kel ly
Frears, played quite convincingly
yet only briefly by Helen Hunt, is
the major part of his raison d�etre.
Ironically, he told her that he�d be
�right back.� The vividly graphic
accident lends credence to the
thoroughly absorbing events that
follow.

Marooned on an island, Chuck
begins the business of survival and
tackles the ultimate challenge with
the same tenacity that made him a
valued shipping executive. Wash-
ing ashore with him are a few
FedEx packages. The ever-present
company  l ogo ,  a  s ymbo l  o f
civilization�s hurried pace, serves
as a humorous counterpoint to the
stark situation at hand. And yet it�s
a little curious.

For though we�re never quite
sure how big a role FedEx really
played in the making of this movie,
our inquisitiveness is much aroused
by the inordinate amount of prod-
uct mention. Granted, while FedEx
allows itself to be the brunt of an
elaborate running gag, they virtu-
ally land themselves a costarring
role in a major motion picture.
There�s plot-important stuff in
those packages.

But just tell me, was UPS ap-
proached?

In any case, one can certainly
understand why they wouldn�t
mind having a dynamo like Chuck
Noland representing their firm. He
is inventive, undaunted, and he-
roic of spirit. Yet he is also very
human. Thus, his fears become
our fears. And therein lies the great-
est success of this film.

Cautiously, seat-edged, we ques-
tion and anticipate with him. We
are intrigued. What would we do?
Are there unfriendly natives on
the island? How about wild ani-
mals? What about food and shel-
ter? Is there a way to escape? And
last but not least, what will nourish
the heart and mind in these forlorn
circumstances?

Bottom line, Chuck is much more
than a representative for a pack-
age shipping company. He is an
emissary of humankind. And so
we�re cheering for the home team.
If he survives, it reaffirms our right-
ful,  albeit dazed and confused,
place in this world.

Only an ending that can�t match
the dramatic artistry that preceded
it keeps this film from being pic-
t u r e  p e r f e c t .  E v e n  F e d E x � s
infomercial-like presence eventu-
ally earns its droll part in the do-
ings. But after all the highfalutin
philosophy is said and the derring-
do is done, this is a heartfelt love
story. And how it concludes is
dismaying. For in fashioning the
f i n a l e ,  s c r e e n w r i t e r  W i l l i a m
Broyles, Jr. falters. He gets lost
somewhere between stark real ity
and soap opera sensibil it ies. And
while the compromise he settles
on may be plausible, it �s just not
satisfying.

Still, don�t let that deter you
from seeking out Cast Away. Even
if you see only one fi lm a year, this
is it. Just ask Aunt Ida.

*  *  *  *  *
Cast Away, rated PG-13, is a

DreamWorks SKG release directed
by Robert Zemeckis and stars Tom
Hanks, Helen Hunt and �Wilson.�
Running time: 143 minutes.

Coming Next Week:
*Kerrianne Spellman Cort

reviews Art at Paper Mill Play-
house

*Dave Palladino attends the
Arbor Chamber concert in
Westfield

*Pen & Ink takes a look at
the true meaning of the word,
�we.�

*January�s Craft of the Month
* Michelle�s Minestrone will

be the Main Ingredient -- a
real comfort food for these
cold winter days.

Marsha Mason

YOUNG INSTRUMENTALISTS�Sara Durst, a second grade student at Tamaques Elementary School in Westfield,
performed on the violin for Mrs. Patricia Michael�s four plus students. Her performance included discussion of
the violin and the sound produced by string instruments. Sara is an alumna of Westfield Cooperative Nursery
School. The school offers a non-denominational, developmental program for children 3-5 in The First Congre-
gational Church in Westfield.

Arbor Chamber to Play Romantic
Works for Strings and Piano

WESTFIELD �  The Arbor
Chamber Music Society wil l
present two local concerts of Ro-
mantic masterworks for strings
and piano. The concerts will be
held on Saturday, January 6, at 8
p.m. at the Burgdorff Cultural
C e n t e r,  1 0  D u r a n d  R o a d ,
Maplewood and on Sunday, Janu-
ary 7, at 4 p.m. at St. Paul�s Epis-
copal Church in Westfield.

General admission is $18. Se-
nior citizens may be admitted for
$15, while students will be of-
fered free admission. Pre-concert
talks with John Sichel will take
place one hour before each con-
cert.

The featured works will be Clara
Schumann�s Piano Trio in g minor,
Gabriel Fauré�s lushly tonal Piano
Q u a r t e t  i n  g  m i n o r  a n d
Beethoven�s heroic �Archduke�
Trio.

Violist Phillip Naegele will join
Arbor members, pianist and director
Lenore Davis, violinist Emi Ohi
Resnick and cellist Matthias Naegele.
Matthias is the son of Phillip Naegele,
as well as a founding member artist
of the Arbor Chamber Music Soci-
ety.

A Professor of Music Emeritus at
Smith College, Phillip Naegele has
been a member of the Marlboro
Music Festival since its inception.
Ms. Resnick and Matthias Naegele
are frequent Marlboro participants.

One week following the concert,
Ms. Davis, Ms. Resnick and Mr.

Naegele will perform in Germany
and Holland as the Arbor Piano Trio.

Now in its 10th season, the Arbor
Chamber Music Society was founded
by Ms. Davis. Under her leadership,
the Society has become one of New
Jersey�s pre-eminent classical music
series, known for bringing world-
class artists into intimate concert
halls and schools. The Society draws
listeners from throughout the state.

For more information on the con-
certs or the series, please call (908)
232 -1116  o r  v i s i t
www.westfieldnj.com/arbormusic.

Lenore Fishman Davis

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times

READY TO PARTY...Born on the Fourth of July, Sparky Rogowsky of Scotch
Plains prepared to celebrate 2001. Five-year-old Sparky got ready to tie on
a party hat and munch on some hors d�oeuvres before watching the ball
drop in Times Square.

Arts & Entertainment
At Your Fingertips:
www.goleader.com


