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Westfield Looking to Preserve Integrity
And Natural Setting of Brightwood Park

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

On the outskirts of Westfield, near
the Scotch Plains border, off of Pros-
pect Street, 45 acres of undeveloped
land, known as Brightwood Park,
contains a treasure-trove of nature
and science, history and culture. A
homogenous mix of woodlands,
fields, marshes and swamps, home
to hundreds of species of flora and
dozens of species of fauna, the natu-
ralistic environment is in danger of
being destroyed, if it is not properly
conserved and maintained.

Two years ago, a coalition of con-
cerned neighbors objected to a pro-
posal by the Westfield Recreation
Commission to develop some areas
of the park into soccer and baseball
fields. Simultaneously, a preliminary
study of the park, commissioned by
the Recreation Commission, indi-
cated that 80 percent of the park was
wetlands and not appropriate for field
development, according to Recre-
ation Commission member Peter
Echausse.

Because of the sentiments of the
community and the results of the
study, the Recreation Commission
has promised to preserve and protect

the park’s integrity, by allowing it to
remain in its undeveloped and natu-
ral state.

“I think that there should be at

least one passive park in Westfield.
And, we want to incorporate the
community’s input for the park into
the upgrade plans,” Keith S. Hertell,

Chairman of the Recreation Com-
mission told The Westfield Leader.

The Recreation Commission has
recently proposed minimally impos-
ing upgrades, which will include
clearing the existing trails, finishing
incomplete trails, adding a few
benches and installing aerators into
the pond to enhance the quality of
the water.

The aerators, paid for with Union
County Pocket Park funds, were in-
stalled in the Fall of 1999 and will be
activated this spring, Mr. Echausse
confirmed.

“The park will be left in its natural,
passive state and only areas that are
overgrown and impassable will be
beautified,” Mr. Echausse said. “We
want to reach out to all of the resi-
dents for their input into
Brightwood’s future.”

The town has applied for a grant of
$25,000 to the state’s Department of
Environmental Protection, Division
of Parks and Forestry, for further
upgrades and has approved match-
ing the funds to cover $48,000 of
proposed improvements, according
to Mr. Echausse.

Former Westfield High School sci-

No Charges Filed
Against Students
For WHS Threats

By MELISSA BETKOWSKI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Within the recent outbreak of
terrorism in schools was the threat
of an incident to occur at Westfield
High School on February 16.

According to Principal Dr. Rob-
ert G. Petix, an unhappy female
student made a statement to oth-
ers about bringing people from
outside the school to remedy her
unhappiness.

It was a statement made to
frighten others, Dr. Petix said in
an interview with The Westfield
Leader.

That initial statement was re-
peated to other students, one of
whom then reported the threat to
the administration.

Members of the administration
spoke to the students involved
and had members of the Westfield
Police Department interview the
students.

After those interviews were
conducted, Dr. Petix said, “we
felt that there was no real threat to
our students.” Additionally, no
charges were filed nor was any
disciplinary action taken.

Dr. Petix said that the more
important issue was to prevent
any repeats of the incident.

Students were notified on Fri-
day via the public address system
and at an event held at the school
on Thursday evening.

Dr. Petix noted that in the back
of everyone’s mind were the inci-
dents at Von E. Mauger Middle
School in Middlesex and in
Elmira, N.Y. in which students
made threats about the safety of
others at the school.

Dr. Petix called the incident
“much ado about nothing,” how-
ever, he did note that there was a
bit of truth to the rumors that
filled the school leading up to
Friday morning.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Acting Governor Names
Gagliardi Ed. Commissioner
Acting Governor Donald T.

DiFrancesco made it official last
week when he nominated veteran
educator Dr. Vito A. Gagliardi of
Scotch Plains to succeed David C.
Hespe as Commissioner of Educa-
tion.

The Acting Governor will formally
submit Dr. Gagliardi’s nomination
to the State Senate today, February
22. He became Acting Commissioner
as of yesterday.

Dr. Gagliardi, 62, has been a
teacher in Westfield, a principal in
Washington Township in Mercer
County, and an adjunct professor at
Kean University. He was Acting As-
sistant Deputy Commissioner of
Education from 1982 to 1983 in the
Kean Administration.

He served as Union County Super-
intendent of Schools from 1983 until
1993 and later was Superintendent
of Union County Vocational-Tech-
nical Schools in Scotch Plains.

“At the end of every day, we should
be able to ask ourselves, ‘What did
we do for the children of New Jersey
today?’ and feel good about the an-
swer,” Dr. Gagliardi said. “If the
word ‘child’ or ‘student’ doesn’t fig-
ure into our discussion of every is-
sue, then we will take a time out and
refocus. The children are our con-
stituency. We can never forget that.”

Mr. DiFrancesco said he wants to
work with the Legislature and Dr.
Gagliardi to ensure the future com-
missioners have the qualifications
they need so students get the educa-
tion they deserve.

“Today I am naming as Education
Commissioner someone who truly
understands the important role teach-
ers play in ensuring a good life for

New Jersey’s children,” the Acting
Governor stated. “He understands
this because while Dr. Vito Gagliardi
has worn many hats – consultant,
superintendent, school principal –
he is first and foremost, a teacher.
His experience as a teacher and as a
school leader will be invaluable as
we work together to come up with
the best programs to recruit, train
and retrain teachers. I’ve made these
issues a priority of my administra-
tion. Dr. Gagliardi has the experi-
ence and temperament to help us
achieve these goals.”

The Acting Governor said one of
the things he would like to discuss is
requiring three years of classroom
experience to be part of any future
education commissioner’s résumé.

He also praised Dr. Gagliardi’s
commitment to accountability in the
state’s schools.

“Our state spends a tremendous
amount of money on education,” Mr.
DiFrancesco noted. “One out of ev-
ery three dollars the state spends
goes toward education. Nearly half
of every dollar spent on the educa-
tion of a child comes from state
government. That’s impressive but it
doesn’t mean very much if the money
isn’t going where it belongs – in the
classroom.”

“Dr. Gagliardi is a teacher, but
he’s also a first rate administrator
who will bring a high level of ac-
countability to the job,” said Mr.
DiFrancesco.

One of the Acting Governor’s ob-
jectives which he directed to the new
commissioner is to create the nation’s

BOE Incumbents Kessler, Satkin,
Walsh Will Not Seek Re-Election

By MELISSA BETKOWSKI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield Board of Education
President Darielle Walsh, along with
Budget and Finance Committee

Chairman Michael Kessler and Long
Range Planning Committee Chair-
woman Eileen Satkin, announced at
Tuesday’s regular board meeting that
they will not be seeking re-election in
the school board on Tuesday, April 17.

Mrs. Walsh, who has served on the
board for nine years, three as presi-
dent, said that she is
proud of the progress
that the board has
made in past years.
She encouraged the
community to con-
tinue to focus on edu-
cation.

“We are meeting
the needs of increas-
ing enrollment and
providing a sup-
portive environ-
ment where our children can learn
and develop,” she said.

“We must continue our tradition of
excellence and work steadily to im-
prove our schools and programs,”
Mrs. Walsh concluded.

Mr. Kessler, who been a member
of the board since 1997, said that his
tenure has been “an interesting time.”

He noted that there is more to edu-
cation than most people would think.

Mrs. Satkin, a two-term member
of the board, serving from 1992-
1995 and again from 1998 to the

present, said that
she encourages
members of the
community to take
an active role in the
educational needs
in Westfield.

Currently, two
candidates have
filed petitions to run
in the election: Lisa
Alter and Virginia
Leiz. Ms. Alter is a

resident of Wyandotte Trail of the
Franklin Elementary School area.
Ms. Leiz is a resident of Boulevard
near Jefferson Elementary School.
The deadline to file for candidacy is
Monday, February 26.

Westfield BOE Race*

33333     seats  left vacant by
Darielle Walsh, Michael
Kessler and Eileen Satkin

22222     candidates: Lisa Alter
and Virginia Leiz

*According to the office of Board
Secretary and Business Administrator

Robert A. Berman on Wednesday,
February 21.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
ONLY TURKEYS CAN JAYWALK!…A Westfield police officer came to the rescue of Westfield and Mountainside
residents who have recently been harassed by wild turkeys. The creatures have no fear and have jumped on top of
automobiles and chased residents down the street, according to the officer. These turkeys have been roaming about near
Hillside Avenue, near the border of Westfield and Mountainside.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
PRESERVE THE BEAUTY OF BRIGHTWOOD...Brightwood Park, which is
situated on the outskirts of Westfield and near Scotch Plains’ border, is in
danger of destruction, if conservation efforts don’t come to the rescue.

Westfield Ice Hockey Association Appeals
To Bd. of Education Amid Budget Concerns

By MELISSA BETKOWSKI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

As the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion prepares its budget for the 2001-
2002 school year appeals from groups
seeking funding continue to be heard.

At its regular meeting Tuesday night
the board heard from Doug Schwarz
of the Westfield High School Ice
Hockey Association (WHSIHA) who,

on behalf of the WHSIHA, appealed
for partial funding of the program.

The request calls for the board to
fund the program with the exception
of the rental of ice time. This, Mr.
Schwarz said, would give ice hockey
parity with other high school sports
in Westfield. The ice time is the
largest single expense in the ice
hockey budget and is roughly 40
percent of the operating budget.

Since the inception of the ice hockey
program in Westfield in 1994, Mr.
Schwarz said, ice hockey around the
state has grown from 55 high school
teams to 103, a growth of 187 percent.

Mr. Schwarz reminded the board
members that when the program was
begun the board agreed to the terms
of a grant prepared by the WHSIHA
for the “administration and manage-
ment of an interscholastic varsity ice
hockey program.” One of those terms
was that the WHSIHA would not
appeal for funding for 48 months, it
has been seven years. In 1994, the

program was begun with a single, var-
sity team, currently the program con-
sists of varsity and junior varsity squads.

In the further discussion of mon-
etary issues for the district, Superin-
tendent Dr. William J. Foley said in
his report to the board that the pre-
liminary budget is $3.6 million over
the cap established by the state.

“There is no simple solution on
how to bring the budget under cap,”
Dr. Foley said.

The budget costs are personnel and
special education driven, he noted.

The board discussed the possibil-
ity of putting a second, and even a
third question, on the ballot for April’s
election in regards to the budget.

“A third question is a good possi-
bility,” Board Member William
Wallace said.

Vice President Arlene Gardner said
that the community must recognize
the fact that the “excellent” pro-
grams that the Westfield schools of-
fer cost money.

The Policies Committee also pre-
sented to the board two options for
the 2001-2002 school calendar for
first reading.

The two drafts were nearly identi-
cal with the only major difference
being when the spring vacation would
be offered. One draft called for the
vacation to be held March 25 to 29,
with the second offering the vacation
April 1 to 5. The second option would
also call for schools to be closed on
March 29 in observance of Good
Friday. Both drafts of the calendar
call for graduation to be held on
Monday, June 24.

After discussion concerning the op-
tions presented by the committee, the
calendar was sent back to committee,
which will present its recommenda-
tion at the board meeting on March 6.

The board also accepted the retire-
ments of two long-time staff mem-
bers, Franklin School nurse Claire
Pigott and Director of Human Re-
sources David Tuller. CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Authorities to Initiate New Speed Reduction Program
Next Month; Police Sub Station Planned for 7-11

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In 2000, Westfield reported 990
traffic accidents, with three fatali-
ties, including one pedestrian, and
costing millions of dollars in prop-
erty damage.

With this in mind, the Westfield
Police Department will launch a new
initiative to combat speeding in town,

starting next month and continuing
through the summer.

The S.O.S., or Safe Operating
Speed, is aimed at reducing traffic
accidents and the injuries and fatali-
ties that result, by slowing traffic to
the legal speed limits in town. The
town launched a similar program
following the 1999 deaths of two
pedestrians along East Broad Street.

“Our objective is not to write tick-
ets but to make the streets safer,”
Police Chief Bernard Tracy told
Mayor Gregory S. McDermott and
Town Council members during
Tuesday’s regular council meeting.

Chief Tracy explained that the
police department will educate driv-
ers about the new program with new,
diamond-shaped posted signs on both

the north and south sides of town;
distribution of bumper stickers in
Westfield’s schools and flyers
throughout the business district.

Police Captain Robert Compton
noted that the department is cur-
rently conducting speed studies of
selected streets in town. This phase
of the program will be followed by
the placement of speed monitoring

trailers which identify and post the
speed of approaching vehicles.

After this advisory phase, the de-
partment will post two, full-time
police officers 12 hours a day, split
between the north and south sides of
town.

“So that’s 24 man hours a day
dedicated to decreasing speed,” Cap-
tain Compton said. In addition, po-
lice officers will be posted at key
intersections in town to look for
motorists running “Stop” signs and
red traffic signals.

In advance of a ShopRite super-
market that is being constructed in
Garwood on the Westfield border,
the police department will be look-
ing for trucks over four tons traveling
on roadways such as South Euclid,
South Chestnut and North Chestnut
Streets and Gallows Hills Road.

The police officers assigned to the
S.O.S. program will move from street
to street. The police will follow up
with additional traffic speed studies
to weigh the effectiveness of the
program.

“I thought it (Tuesday night’s meet-
ing) was an excellent opportunity to
start getting this message out,” said
Mayor Gregory S. McDermott, who
commended Chief Tracy for his ef-
forts to curtail speeding in town.

In other police business, Chief
Tracy announced plans for a police
sub-station this summer in the 7-11
store which is located across from
the Westfield Memorial Pool. He
said the department is also studying
the feasibility of opening a police
sub-station in the downtown.

Both plans are aimed at increasing
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ence teacher and naturalist, the late
Noel Taylor, outlined an overview of
the park’s layout and ecosystems in
a booklet entitled, “Brightwood
Park.” Mr. Taylor, like many of the
neighboring residents to the park,
was an avid supporter of keeping the
park unfettered by over-develop-
ment.

Park supporter Aurora Lee, who was a
friend of Mr. Taylor, said that the new
plans sound acceptable, but that she would
like more re-assurances from the Com-
mission that the integrity of the park’s
naturalistic environment will be protected.

“I’d like to see the town hire a botanist
to do an updated survey of the park,
including recommended conservation
measures that are in keeping with the
park’s natural setting,” Ms. Lee suggested.

In his booklet, Mr. Taylor surveyed the
existing plant and animal life that inhabits
the park’s different environments. Many
of the plants and trees in the park are
numbered and identified, corresponding
to a list in his booklet.

The park has become a safe-haven
for hundreds of species of migrating
birds, some rare and some on the en-
dangered species list, Mr. Taylor wrote,
as well as dozens of species of wood-
land animals.

The various ecosystems in the park,
all in different stages of growth and
development, demonstrate how ponds,
if left in their natural state, will evolve
into marshes, then swamps and eventu-
ally mature into young forests and then
“climax” forests. This process, called
“succession” can only be witnessed by
future generations if the park is not
destroyed by over-development, Mr.
Taylor explained.

Mr. Taylor also emphasized how im-
portant it is for the health of cities and
suburbs to maintain areas of natural, un-
disturbed growth, not only for educa-
tional purposes, but also for the quality of
air that people breathe.

At one time, in the early 1900s, before
the manmade pond existed, the swamp
was drained, cleared of trees and the land
was used for farming. Later, the central
swamp area was abandoned, allowed to
return to its natural form, and then used as
a dump. The dump area was eventually
excavated, to make way for the manmade
pond.

In the 1950s, a large number of squat-
ters built houses and a church in the
woodlands surrounding the central
swamp area. Crumbling stone founda-
tions of small cabins, and the stone rem-
nants of deep wells, remain at various
intervals, along the trails. Unusual and
non-native plants, such as witch hazel,
sassafras and elderberry, cultivated by the
squatters, still grow wild in the remnants
of gardens near the foundations. Some of
these plants were used for medicinal pur-
poses, Mr. Taylor noted in his booklet.

Hundreds of artifacts, such as medi-
cine and dairy bottles, were salvaged,
some dating as far back as the 18th cen-
tury. The excavation process was cap-
tured on slides and is preserved for future
generations.

Today, many hikers, birdwatchers and
fishermen enjoy using the passive park.

There is a plaque at the park’s entrance,
dedicated to Mr. Taylor in 1983, a year
after his death, in honor of his deep
abiding love for the park.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Brightwood Park

top teacher training, retention and re-
cruitment program.

“Classroom teachers are the great-
est change agents,” Dr. Gagliardi said.
“If they excel, our children will excel.
We need to encourage more college
students to enter the teaching profes-
sion and give them an incentive to
make New Jersey their home. We also
need to give teachers the support they
need to meet the challenges they will
face in the classroom.”

An educator for 37 years, Dr.
Gagliardi holds a bachelor’s degree in
education and a master’s degree in
administration and supervision from
Kean University. He earned an a doc-
torate in education administration and
supervision from Rutgers University.

He served as an education policy
advisor to Mr. DiFrancesco in the latter’s
capacity as Senate President. From 1997
to 2000, he was a special assistant to the
Commissioner of Education and led
special teams that examined the gover-
nance, finance and operation of schools
in Asbury Park and Camden.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Gagliardi

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader
MEETING OF POLITICAL MINDS... Congressman Michael A. Ferguson (R-7th), left, is pictured with Mountainside
GOP Chairman John Post, center, and State Assembly candidate Tom Kean, Jr. of Westfield during last Thursday’s
Lincoln Day Reception fundraiser in Garwood.

School Districts Are Confronted With Shrinking Pool
Of Available Substitute Teachers Despite Steady Demand
By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD -- Scotch Plains-
Fanwood schools need substitute
teachers. So do Westfield schools. So
does Mountainside’s Deerfield
School. Districts are advertising on
Web sites, on bulletin boards, and in
flyers sent home to parents. Is the
demand for substitutes greater or are
there simply fewer people interested
in manning a classroom for a day
here and there?

“It’s not a question of increased
demand,”  said Scotch Plains-
Fanwood’s Personnel Specialist Rob-
ert Raiford. “The pool of candidates
has decreased. We’re having the same
problem with subs as we are with
teachers.”

According to Mr. Raiford, districts
are feeling the impact of the lower
school enrollments of 18 to 20 years
ago. He said, “It’s a smaller work
force and individuals can be more
selective. We have to be creative in
attracting subs to the district.”

In Scotch Plains, Westfield and
Mountainside, substitutes must ob-
tain a Union County Substitute Cer-
tificate or prove they are certified to
teach. The process for becoming a
substitute is straightforward. Candi-
dates, who must have a bachelor’s
degree or 60 college credits to their
name, interview with the desired
school district, which then files the
papers with the county. The process
takes about two weeks from inter-

view to receipt of the necessary sub-
stitute certificate. The process in-
cludes a criminal history review and
reference check.

Westfield has two pay scales for
substitutes: with 60 college credits, a
sub will earn $65 per day for up to 75
days of work. If a sub holds a
bachelor’s degree, he or she will earn
$75 per day.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood’s basic rate
is $70 per day. If, however, someone
qualifies as a “long-term sub” —
working 20 consecutive days or more
— a position open only to certified
teachers, the rate of pay goes up ac-
cordingly.

Mountainside, too, pays $70 per
day. All three districts are on the
lookout for substitute nurses as well
as teachers.

During a telephone interview with
The Westfield Leader, Mr. Raiford
said there is no ideal number of sub-
stitutes to have in a pool because
there are so many variables to people’s
availability.

“Subs can place restrictions on their
own availability,” said the personnel
administrator.

For example, some people will only
work Monday, Tuesday and Friday;
some will only sub for math, science
or social studies teachers. Others will
only sub in elementary schools or in
grades 6 to 8.

Depending upon when the district
learns it needs to replace a teacher for
the day, a substitute may be called

the night before or approximately 6
a.m. on the day a substitute is needed.
On the other hand, Mr. Raiford said
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Schools do
try to schedule substitutes for teach-
ers’ in-service days well in advance.

Maura Berger of Scotch Plains, a
nurse by profession, began “subbing”
in September 2000.

“It was a natural for me,” Mrs.
Berger explained, “something I could
do while the kids were in school and
still pick them up at 3 o’clock.”

Mrs. Berger’s nursing helped pre-
pare her for her role in the classroom
because she taught patients and fami-
lies how to care for themselves once
released from the hospital. It also

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13
• The owner of a South Avenue com-

pany reported the unlawful use of his
dumpster.

• A Rahway Avenue resident re-
ported that someone attempted to gain
entry to her home. A basement win-
dow had been opened but it appeared
access was not gained. Police said
the incident may be connected to a
string of home burglaries which oc-
curred in Westfield between Febru-
ary 8 and 11.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 16
• Paul Nwanze, 18, of Somerset was

charged with possession of less than 50
grams of marijuana at Centennial High

School. He was released on his own
recognizance.

• Martha Ramirez, 27, of Westfield
w a s  c h a r g e d  w i t h  s h o p l i f t i n g
$16.95 worth of merchandise from
an  Eas t  Broad  S t r ee t  c lo th ing
store. Ramirez, who was appre-
hended  in  a  nea rby  mun ic ipa l
parking lot, was released on her
own recognizance.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17
• An attempted burglary was reported

at a Genesee Trail home. The owner
found two rear windows open but it was
unknown whether entry to the residence
had been gained.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18
• A Sandford Avenue resident re-

ported the theft of cash from her wallet,
which she had kept in her car.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19
• A resident of Fairacres Avenue

reported that someone entered her mo-
tor vehicle and removed a cellular tele-
phone.

Douglas M. Fasciale, Esq.
Concentrating in personal injury

 and malpractice cases.

Hoagland, Longo, Moran,
Dunst & Doukas, LLP

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 PATERSON STREET
NEW BRUNSWICK, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. EUCLID AVENUE
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Story of SP Woman Killed in Arkansas
To Appear on ‘America’s Most Wanted’

By MELISSA BETKOWSKI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- It has been
nearly six months since Scotch Plains
native Kristin Laurite, 25, was mur-
dered while traveling along I-40 in
Morrilton, Ark., and still her killer has
not been found.

Police investigating the case hope
to catch a break when her story ap-
pears on the FOX program
“America’s Most Wanted” on Satur-

day, February 24, at 9 p.m.
This particular episode of “America’s

Most Wanted” will be a music-themed
show, according to segment producer
Andrea Miller.

The segment profiling Miss Laurite’s
case will feature an interview with
Grateful Dead guitarist Bob Weir who
makes a plea for the public to come
forward with any information about
the murder.

While Miss Laurite was not travel-

ing to a Grateful Dead show at the time
of her murder, the nomadic lifestyle of
Grateful Dead fans, traditionally known
as “Deadheads,” is not safe, Mr. Weir
contends in his interview with
“America’s Most Wanted.”

Miss Laurite may have had a false
sense of security traveling with her two
dogs, Ms. Miller said.

Portions of the segment were filmed
on location at the rest stop where Miss
Laurite was murdered, including a
scene of her yellow 1971 Volkswagen
bus pulling into the rest stop.

The show also will feature an inter-
view with the truck driver who discov-
ered her body and Detective Cleve
Keeling of the Conway County
Sheriff’s Department.

According to Sheriff Mark Flowers,
the case continues to be open and
approximately two weeks ago new
information was received.

“That does not mean that there is a
suspect,” Mr. Flowers cautioned. Au-
thorities hope to take that information
and develop it into a potential suspect.

Mr. Flowers said that his office,
along with the Arkansas State Police
and the FBI, continue to seek leads in
the case in hopes of finding the person
who raped and murdered Miss Laurite
on her way to McKinleyville, Calif.

READING IS FUN-DAMENTAL… McKinley Elementary School in Westfield
recently held its third annual “Dad’s Reading Night.” McKinley fathers, uncles
and grandfathers came to school to celebrate reading with their children. Over
150 guests attended this year’s party, which was organized by reading teacher
Susanne Bonhote and parent Steve Pomerantz. Pictured, above, are fourth
graders Danielle and Dominique Gillyard with their father.

allows her the flexibility to sub as a
nurse or teacher.

“Though some (subs) say it’s just
babysitting, I have had the opportu-
nity to actually teach things,” said
Mrs. Berger, who enjoys the chance
to get into the classrooms and expe-
rience the different elementary
schools.

Winners of Spelling Bee
Posted by Woman’s Club

WESTFIELD – The Junior
Woman’s Club of Westfield has extended
its congratulations to all 150 fourth and
fifth grade students that participated in the
15th Annual Spelling Bee.

This year’s winner was Harry
Marino, a fifth grader at Wilson El-
ementary School. Harry, along with
Jorie Richin-Zack, Benny Maimon,
Josh Rosenberg, and Tim Woods, rep-
resented Westfield at the District Bee
on February 12 at the Cranford Com-
munity Center.

Jorie Richin-Zack was the winner
at the District Spelling Bee and Harry
Marino was the first runner-up. Both
pupils will be advancing to the State
Spelling Bee in March.

The Junior Woman’s Club of
Westfield also extends its gratitude to
the Town Bank of Westfield for donat-
ing a $50 savings account to the win-
ner and The Town Book Store for
donating a gift certificate to the first
runner-up.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

police presence and to encourage
interaction between police officers
and youngsters, as well as the busi-
ness community.

The Police Chief also plans to
reestablish a neighborhood watch
program in the downtown. He said
the program will be expanded to
enable residents to e-mail the police
department of possible crimes.

He noted that the program will
offer home security inspections by a
Neighborhood Watch officer.

Under another matter, Mayor
McDermott has asked Third Ward
Councilman Neil F. Sullivan, Jr. to
look into finding alternate parking
spaces for 200 recently displaced
commuters from Carleton Road near
the Westfield Train Station on South
Avenue.

James Abate of Grandview Av-
enue asked the council to rescind an
ordinance, passed in December,
which restricted the street to two-
hour parking. This action followed
complaints from Carleton residents
over persons parking all day in front
of their homes.

One of the options to be studied by
the Transportation, Parking and Traf-

fic Committee, headed by Mr.
Sullivan, is use of the pool parking
lot for commuters who could then be
transported via jitney service to the
train station.

That plan, however, was not fa-
vored by resident Carol Smith of
Graceland Place, who lives near the
pool. She asked the council if the
parking lots at Brightwood and
Tamaques Parks were under consid-
eration for commuter parking.

“We are going to look at every lot
in town,” Mr. Sullivan responded.

Mr. Abate said unless a solution is
found for the displaced commuters,
they will be forced to continue to
break the law by violating the two-
hour restriction.

Mayor McDermott explained that
Carleton residents asked for the
same restrictions the council has
put into law for surrounding neigh-
borhoods.

The lone dissenting Councilman
on the Carleton Road ordinance,
Lawrence A. Goldman, who repre-
sents the Fourth Ward, said he felt
the restriction should not have been
put into place until the town in-
creases parking capacity.

Authorities to Initiate New
Speed Reduction Program

Martin Richard Salon
112 Elm Street

Westfield
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Welcomes Back to Westfield

�� YEARS IN BUSINESS

1115 South Ave
Westfield

(908) 233-2200

A Local Face...
in Your Local Pharmacy.

“Have you seen these two gentlemen?” (L-R) James
Williams and Joe Graves have been delivering
prescriptions for Tiffany’s over 30 years each. That’s
60 years of  reliable, dependable service.

One More Reason to Make
Tiffany Your Natural Pharmacy

Mon-Fri:8:30am to 10:00pm
Saturday: 8:30am to 6:00pm

Sunday: 9:00am to 4:00pm


