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Suzette F. Stalker for The Times
DISTINGUISHED OFFICERS…Scotch Plains Police Officers Lawrence De
Rose, second from left, and Paul Belford, second from right, receive Shield
Awards last Thursday from Father John S. Nelligan Council No. 5730 of the
Knights of Columbus. The officers were lauded for having prevented a man
from taking his own life last year. Flanking them are Joseph Sumanski, left,
Chancellor of Council No. 5730, and Scotch Plains Police Chief Thomas
O’Brien.

Suzette F. Stalker for The Times
PROUD MOMENT…Patrolman Ronald Greco of the Fanwood Police Depart-
ment, left, is recognized with a Shield Award from Father John S. Nelligan
Council No. 5730 of the Knights of Columbus for his efforts in apprehending a
suspect in a series of car burglaries last month. Joining him are Awards
Chairman Michael D’Antuono, center, and Fanwood Police Chief Robert
Carboy.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

School Districts Facing
Dearth of Substitutes

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Knights of Columbus Honor All Those Who ‘Answer the Call’
For Scotch Plains and Fanwood At Annual Awards Program

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Police, fire and rescue squad per-
sonnel from Scotch Plains and
Fanwood were lauded for distin-
guished service last Thursday during
Awards Night 2001, presented by

Father John S. Nelligan Council No.
5730 of the Knights of Columbus.

The annual event, held at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle School in
Scotch Plains, salutes individual
members, as well as the units them-
selves, for outstanding performance

of duty. Honorees are nominated for
the Council’s Shield Awards by their
respective department heads.

Some 80 people turned out for last
week’s program — now in its 25th
year — including relatives, friends
and colleagues of the award recipi-
ents.

It was noted during the event that
several individuals are volunteers
with both their local fire department
and rescue squad.

Scotch Plains Police Chief Tho-
mas O’ Brien, who presented awards
to Officers Paul Belford and
Lawrence De Rose from his depart-
ment, recalled how the pair success-
fully subdued a suicidal man who
had been holding a machete on Janu-
ary 24, 2000.

Chief O’Brien remarked that he
felt “a great sense of pride that these
officers would do that, do it well, and
have no harm come to the individual.”

Captain Brian Mecca of the Scotch
Plains Fire Department represented
his colleagues at the awards pro-
gram, where the entire fire depart-
ment was honored with a Shield
Award.

For the township’s rescue squad,
Vice President Robert Gurske pre-
sented an award to Edward Sorge,
whose career with the squad began in
1992, when he was a 16-year-old
cadet.

Now a First Lieutenant with the
unit, he additionally works as an
emergency room technician at

Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Plainfield.

Fanwood Police Chief Robert Car-
boy presented a Shield Award to
Patrolman Robert Greco, a member
of the borough force for less than six
months, whose perseverance led to
the arrest of a suspect in a series of
automobile burglaries last month.

Chief Carboy also acknowledged
the Knights for their awards pro-
gram, saying it is “encouraging to
have people in the community rec-
ognize” the accomplishments of all
emergency service units in the two
communities.

Four members of the Fanwood Fire
Department received awards, includ-
ing Assistant Chief Richard
Regenthal, Captain Jason Lowrey
and firefighters Jeffrey Downing and
David Zawodniak.

Fire Chief John Piccola, who pre-
sented the awards, described how the
four successfully resuscitated a 40-
plus year veteran of the fire depart-
ment who suffered a severe heart
attack while at fire headquarters on
December 17.

The Shield Awards program con-
cluded as John Oatis, President of
the Fanwood Rescue Squad, accepted
an award on behalf of the entire unit.

Grand Knight Patrick Harrington,
Chancellor Joseph F. Sumanski and
Awards Chairman Michael
D’Antuono also offered kudos to the
honorees, whom Mr. D’Antuono said
“really add to the health and safety of

our community.”
Scotch Plains Deputy Mayor Frank

Rossi, who has served on the govern-
ing bodies of both Scotch Plains and
Fanwood and was among those in
attendance last week, concurred. “I
can certainly attest to how integral
all three service bureaus are to the

community.”
In addition to the Shield Awards,

Council No. 5730 also honored the
winners of its recent essay and free
throw contests. The essayists in-
cluded winner Stefanie Messercola
and runners-up Christine Lomiquen

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains-Fanwood schools
need substitute teachers. So do
Westfield schools. So does
Mountainside’s Deerfield School.
Districts are advertising on Web sites,
on bulletin boards, and in flyers sent
home to parents. Is the demand for

substitutes greater or are there sim-
ply fewer people interested in man-
ning a classroom for a day here and
there?

“It’s not a question of increased
demand,” said Scotch Plains-
Fanwood’s Personnel Specialist Rob-
ert Raiford. “The pool of candidates
has decreased. We’re having the same
problem with subs as we are with
teachers.”

According to Mr. Raiford, districts
are feeling the impact of the lower
school enrollments of 18 to 20 years
ago. He said, “It’s a smaller work
force and individuals can be more
selective. We have to be creative in
attracting subs to the district.”

In Scotch Plains, Westfield and
Mountainside, substitutes must ob-
tain a Union County Substitute Cer-
tificate or prove they are certified to
teach. The process for becoming a
substitute is straightforward. Candi-
dates, who must have a bachelor’s
degree or 60 college credits to their
name, interview with the desired
school district, which then files the
papers with the county. The process
takes about two weeks from inter-
view to receipt of the necessary sub-
stitute certificate. The process in-
cludes a criminal history review and
reference check.

Westfield has two pay scales for
substitutes: with 60 college credits, a
sub will earn $65 per day for up to 75
days of work. If a sub holds a
bachelor’s degree, he or she will earn
$75 per day.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood’s basic rate
is $70 per day. If, however, someone
qualifies as a “long-term sub” —
working 20 consecutive days or more
— a position open only to certified
teachers, the rate of pay goes up
accordingly.

Mountainside, too, pays $70 per
day. All three districts are on the
lookout for substitute nurses as well
as teachers.

During a telephone interview with
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
Mr. Raiford said there is no ideal
number of substitutes to have in a
pool because there are so many vari-
ables to people’s availability.

“Subs can place restrictions on
their own availability,” said the per-
sonnel administrator.

For example, some people will
only work Monday, Tuesday and Fri-
day; some will only sub for math,
science or social studies teachers.
Others will only sub in elementary
schools or in grades 6 to 8.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Acting Governor Names
Gagliardi Ed. Commissioner
Acting Governor Donald T.

DiFrancesco made it official last
week when he nominated veteran
educator Dr. Vito A. Gagliardi of
Scotch Plains to succeed David C.
Hespe as Commissioner of Educa-
tion.

The Acting Governor will formally
submit Dr. Gagliardi’s nomination
to the State Senate today, February
22. He became Acting Commissioner
as of yesterday.

Dr. Gagliardi, 62, has been a
teacher in Westfield, a principal in
Washington Township in Mercer
County, and an adjunct professor at
Kean University. He was Acting As-
sistant Deputy Commissioner of
Education from 1982 to 1983 in the
Kean Administration.

He served as Union County Super-

intendent of Schools from 1983 until
1993 and later was Superintendent
of Union County Vocational-Techni-
cal Schools in Scotch Plains.

“At the end of every day, we should
be able to ask ourselves, ‘What did
we do for the children of New Jersey
today?’ and feel good about the an-
swer,” Dr. Gagliardi said. “If the
word ‘child’ or ‘student’ doesn’t fig-
ure into our discussion of every is-
sue, then we will take a time out and
refocus. The children are our constitu-
ency. We can never forget that.”

Mr. DiFrancesco said he wants to
work with the Legislature and Dr.
Gagliardi to ensure the future commis-
sioners have the qualifications they
need so students get the education they
deserve.

“Today I am naming as Education

State ABC Reverses
Council’s Decision

To Close Club Malibu
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

The State Division of Alcoholic
Beverage Control (ABC) has issued
an order permitting Club Malibu in
Scotch Plains to reopen, although
the Terrill Road nightclub will have
to adhere to 14 conditions to remain
in operation.

The ABC’s order, issued last week,
overturns a decision by the Scotch
Plains Township Council, which
voted last summer to deny the club a
renewal of its liquor license after

hearing from nearby residents about
excessive noise, from local police
about frequent calls to the club from
the township’s fire department about
various code violations.

The club has been closed since
January of 1999, two months after a
fatal shooting in its parking lot.

ABC Director Jerry Fischer, in
reversing the council’s decision,
said Club Malibu, owned by
Rayric Corporation, could reopen
subject to 14 conditions, 13 of
which were listed last year by
Scotch Plains Police Chief Tho-
mas F. O’Brien as conditions un-
der which he could support the
club’s reopening.

The club must pay all back taxes;
implement better control of patrons
waiting to gain entrance to the club;
limit the number of patrons waiting
on line when the interior of the club
has been filled to capacity; limit
ingress and egress to the building’s
front door; equip all other doors with
alarms and install video cameras at
those doors.

The club will also have to be insu-
lated to cut down on noise; maintain

a security staff that will remain on
the premises until all patrons have
left at the end of the evening; provide
the Scotch Plains Police Department
with contact information for all mem-
bers of the club’s management and
ensure that a member of the manage-
ment staff is on the premises during
its hours of operation.

It will additionally have to employ
at least one off-duty police officer
from a town other than Scotch Plains
each night that the club is open;
ensure adequate lighting in the park-

ing lot; clearly mark
parking spaces, fire
lanes and entrance and
exit driveways, and re-
frain from promoting
any event specifically
aimed at persons under
21 years of age.

All the conditions
except the one pertain-
ing to underage pro-
motions were origi-
nally set out by Chief
O’Brien during his tes-
timony last year before
the council, which was
considering the liquor
license renewal in its

capacity as the local alcohol control
board. The ABC said Club Malibu
could reopen for business on Thurs-
day, Friday, Saturday and Sunday
evenings, and could serve alcohol
during its appeal.

Mayor Martin L. Marks said that,
while disagreeing with the ABC
order, he was “pleased that the
ABC imposed these very strict con-
ditions.” He told The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood that the
incorporation of the 14 conditions
were “a saving grace” in the ABC’s
overturning of the council’s deci-
sion.

“We will continue to be vigilant
in the enforcement of these condi-
tions to insure the safety and well-
being of our residents as well as that
of our neighbors,” Mayor Marks
said.

The council held six hearings last
year and heard residents living near
the club express their opposition to
its reopening. It also heard testi-
mony from the club’s owners and
management about the improve-
ments being planned if the club
were permitted to reopen.

William A. Burke for The TimesClub Malibu

‘Most Wanted’
To Air Segment
On Miss Laurite

By MELISSA BETKOWSKI
Specially Written for The Times

It has been nearly six months
since Scotch Plains native Kristin
Laurite, 25, was murdered while
traveling along I-40 in Morrilton,
Ark., and still her killer has not
been found.

Police investigating the case
hope to catch a break when her
story appears on the FOX pro-
gram “America’s Most Wanted”
on Saturday, February 24, at 9
p.m.

This particular episode of
“America’s Most Wanted” will
be a music-themed show, accord-
ing to segment producer Andrea
Miller.

The segment profiling Miss
Laurite’s case will feature an in-
terview with Grateful Dead gui-
tarist Bob Weir who makes a plea
for the public to come forward
with any information about the
murder.

While Miss Laurite was not
traveling to a Grateful Dead show
at the time of her murder, the
nomadic lifestyle of Grateful
Dead fans, traditionally known
as “Deadheads,” is not safe, Mr.
Weir contends in his interview
with “America’s Most Wanted.”

Miss Laurite may have had a
false sense of security traveling
with her two dogs, Ms. Miller
said.

Portions of the segment were
filmed on location at the rest stop
where Miss Laurite was mur-
dered, including a scene of her
yellow 1971 Volkswagen bus
pulling into the rest stop.

The show also will feature an
interview with the truck driver who
discovered her body and Detective
Cleve Keeling of the Conway
County Sheriff’s Department.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
FOND REMEMBRANCE…Linda and Alex Bromley sit in the red Chrysler
PT Cruiser given to them as a surprise gift from late Scotch Plains Council-
man Tarquin Jay Bromley prior to his death. Mrs. Bromley and Alex
celebrated the naming of “Tarquin’s Alley,” located near Second Street and
Park Avenue in the township. On Tuesday, January 9, the Township Council
passed a resolution honoring Mr. Bromley for his service to the township by
granting the special street sign.
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No Charges Filed
Against Students
For WHS Threats

By MELISSA BETKOWSKI
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- Within the
recent outbreak of terrorism in
schools was the threat of an inci-
dent to occur at Westfield High
School on February 16.

According to Principal Dr.
Robert G. Petix, an unhappy fe-
male student made a statement
to others about bringing people
from outside the school to rem-
edy her unhappiness.

It was a statement made to
frighten others, Dr. Petix said in
an interview with The Times.

That initial statement was re-
peated to other students, one of
whom then reported the threat to
the administration.

Members of the administra-
tion spoke to the students in-
volved and had members of the
Westfield Police Department
interview the students.

After those interviews were
conducted, Dr. Petix said, “we
felt that there was no real threat
to our students.” Additionally,
no charges were filed nor was
any disciplinary action taken.

Dr. Petix said that the more
important issue was to prevent
any repeats of the incident.

Students were notified on Fri-
day via the public address sys-
tem and at an event held at the
school on Thursday evening.

Dr. Petix noted that in the back
of everyone’s mind were the in-
cidents at Von E. Mauger Middle
School in Middlesex and in
Elmira, N.Y. in which students
made threats about the safety of
others at the school.

Dr. Petix called the incident
“much ado about nothing” how-
ever, he did note that there was a
bit of truth to the rumors that
filled the school leading up to
Friday morning.

Substitutes
Depending upon when the district

learns it needs to replace a teacher
for the day, a substitute may be called
the night before or approximately 6
a.m. on the day a substitute is needed.
On the other hand, Mr. Raiford said
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Schools do
try to schedule substitutes for teach-
ers’ in-service days well in advance.

Maura Berger of Scotch Plains, a
nurse by profession, began “subbing”
in September 2000.

“It was a natural for me,” Mrs.
Berger explained, “something I could
do while the kids were in school and
still pick them up at 3 o’clock.”

Mrs. Berger’s nursing helped pre-
pare her for her role in the classroom
because she taught patients and fami-
lies how to care for themselves once
released from the hospital. It also
allows her the flexibility to sub as a
nurse or teacher.

“Though some (subs) say it’s just
babysitting, I have had the opportu-
nity to actually teach things,” said
Mrs. Berger, who enjoys the chance
to get into the classrooms and expe-
rience the different elementary
schools.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Acting Governor Names
Gagliardi Ed. Commissioner

Commissioner someone who truly
understands the important role
teachers play in ensuring a good
life for New Jersey’s children,” the
Acting Governor stated. “He un-
derstands this because while Dr.
Vito Gagliardi has worn many hats
– consultant,  superintendent,
school principal – he is first and
foremost, a teacher. His experi-
ence as a teacher and as a school
leader will be invaluable as we
work together to come up with the
best programs to recruit, train and
retrain teachers. I’ve made these
issues a priority of my administra-
tion. Dr. Gagliardi has the experi-
ence and temperament to help us
achieve these goals.”

The Acting Governor said one of
the things he would like to discuss is
requiring three years of classroom
experience to be part of any future
education commissioner’s résumé.

He also praised Dr. Gagliardi’s com-
mitment to accountability in the state’s
schools.

“Our state spends a tremendous
amount of money on education,” Mr.
DiFrancesco noted. “One out of ev-
ery three dollars the state spends
goes toward education. Nearly half
of every dollar spent on the educa-
tion of a child comes from state
government. That’s impressive but it
doesn’t mean very much if the money
isn’t going where it belongs – in the
classroom.”

“Dr. Gagliardi is a teacher, but he’s
also a first rate administrator who will
bring a high level of accountability to
the job,” said Mr. DiFrancesco.

One of the Acting Governor’s ob-
jectives which he directed to the new
commissioner is to create the nation’s
top teacher training, retention and
recruitment program.

“Classroom teachers are the great-
est change agents,” Dr. Gagliardi said.
“If they excel, our children will excel.
We need to encourage more college
students to enter the teaching profes-
sion and give them an incentive to
make New Jersey their home. We also
need to give teachers the support they
need to meet the challenges they will
face in the classroom.”

An educator for 37 years, Dr.
Gagliardi holds a bachelor’s de-
gree in education and a master’s
degree in administration and su-
pervision from Kean University.
He earned an a doctorate in educa-
tion administration and supervi-
sion from Rutgers University.

He served as an education policy
advisor to Mr. DiFrancesco in the
latter’s capacity as Senate President.
From 1997 to 2000, he was a special
assistant to the Commissioner of Edu-
cation and led special teams that ex-
amined the governance, finance and
operation of schools in Asbury Park
and Camden.

Sewerage Authority, Health Insurance
Biggest Hikes In Scotch Plains Budget

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS -- The Scotch
Plains Township Council, forging ahead
with its crafting of the 2001 municipal
budget, is still likely to formally intro-
duce the spending plan in mid-March,
with a vote set for late April.

Earlier this month, Township Man-
ager Thomas E. Atkins proposed a
$17.85 million municipal budget that
represents a spending increase of nearly
5 percent over last year.

The council is presently in the midst
of a series of budget hearings, with
various departments explaining their
operations and financial needs. Two
members of the governing body,
Sharynn Porter and Paulette Coronato,
are working on their first municipal
budget, a process others have previ-
ously described as an intense learning
experience.

Mr. Atkins told the council at its
conference meeting on Tuesday night
that the township’s financial statement,
prepared by its outside auditors, should
be ready sometime next week and will
provide more information on the size

of the government’s surplus, which has
been sizable in recent years and used,
in part, to offset the need for significant
property tax increases. The council has
scheduled two more budget hearings,
tonight and next Thursday, prior to
making final decisions on 2001 expen-
ditures and tax levies.

The proposed budget contains sev-
eral areas where spending increases
are mandated and, thus, beyond the
control of the local government. They
include a 7.5 percent increase in the
Police Department budget, a 22 per-
cent hike in group health insurance
costs, a 14 percent boost in expenses
related to debt service, a 22.3 percent
increase in payments to the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority, and a 7
percent hike in the township library’s
budget.

In other matters, the council briefly
discussed the pros and cons of calls by
some for a state Constitutional conven-

tion to address the property tax situa-
tion. Recent editorials in several news-
papers, including The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, have called for such
a meeting, which has been formally
proposed by a bipartisan group of leg-
islators in Trenton.

Mayor Martin L. Marks said a posi-
tive aspect of a Constitutional conven-
tion would be a search for “a better way
to fund the educational system,” while
acknowledging the fears of opponents
that such a get-together could “open up
the state Constitution to attack.”

Councilwoman Geri M. Samuel
pointed out that if efforts at reform-
ing the property tax system led to a
reduction in local taxes, “some other
tax will have to go up.” Mayor Marks
was noncommittal on Tuesday night
about the council passing a formal
resolution backing a constitutional
convention, saying it was “something
to consider in the future.”

Westfield Looking to Preserve Integrity
And Natural Setting of Brightwood Park

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- On the outskirts
of Westfield, near the Scotch Plains
border, off of Prospect Street, 45
acres of undeveloped land, known as
Brightwood Park, contains a trea-
sure-trove of nature and science, his-
tory and culture. A homogenous mix

of woodlands, fields, marshes and
swamps, home to hundreds of spe-
cies of flora and dozens of species of
fauna, the naturalistic environment
is in danger of being destroyed, if it
is not properly conserved and main-
tained.

Two years ago, a coalition of con-
cerned neighbors objected to a pro-
posal by the Westfield Recreation
Commission to develop some areas
of the park into soccer and baseball
fields. Simultaneously, a preliminary
study of the park, commissioned by
the Recreation Commission, indi-
cated that 80 percent of the park was
wetlands and not appropriate for field
development, according to Recre-
ation Commission Member Peter
Echausse.

Because of the sentiments of the
community and the results of the
study, the Recreation Commission
has promised to preserve and protect
the park’s integrity, by allowing it to
remain in its undeveloped and natu-
ral state.

“I think that there should be at
least one passive park in Westfield.
And, we want to incorporate the
community’s input for the park into
the upgrade plans,” Keith S. Hertell,
Chairman of the Recreation Com-
mission told The Westfield Leader.

The Recreation Commission has
recently proposed minimally impos-
ing upgrades, which will include
clearing the existing trails, finishing
incomplete trails, adding a few
benches and installing aerators into
the pond to enhance the quality of
the water.

The aerators, paid for with Union
County Pocket Park funds, were in-
stalled in the Fall of 1999 and will be
activated this Spring, Mr. Echausse
confirmed.

“The park will be left in its natural,
passive state and only areas that are
overgrown and impassable, will be
beautified,” Mr. Echausse said. “We
want to reach out to all of the resi-
dents for their input into
Brightwood’s future.”

The town has applied for a grant of
$25,000 to the state’s Department of
Environmental Protection, Division
of Parks and Forestry, for further
upgrades and has approved match-
ing the funds to cover $48,000 of
proposed improvements, according
to Mr. Echausse.

Former Westfield High School
science teacher and naturalist, Noel
Taylor, outlined an overview of the
park’s layout and ecosystems in a
booklet entitled, “Brightwood
Park.” Mr. Taylor, like many of the
neighboring residents to the park,
was an avid supporter of keeping
the park unfettered by over-devel-
opment.

Park supporter and former friend
of Mr. Taylor’s, Aurora Lee, said that
the new plans sound acceptable, but
that she would like more re-assur-
ances from the Commission that the
integrity of the park’s naturalistic

environment will be protected.
“I’d like to see the town hire a

botanist to do an updated survey of
the park, including recommended
conservation measures that are in
keeping with the park’s natural set-
ting,” Ms. Lee suggested.

In his booklet, Mr. Taylor sur-
veyed the existing plant and animal
life that inhabits the park’s different
environments. Many of the plants
and trees in the park are numbered
and identified, corresponding to a
list in his booklet.

The park has become a safe-haven
for hundreds of species of migrating
birds, some rare and some on the
endangered species list, Mr. Taylor
wrote, as well as dozens of species of
woodland animals.

The various ecosystems in the park,
all in different stages of growth and
development, demonstrate how
ponds, if left in their natural state,
will evolve into marshes, then
swamps and eventually mature into
young forests and then “climax” for-
ests. This process, called “succes-
sion” can only be witnessed by fu-
ture generations if the park is not
destroyed by over-development, Mr.
Taylor explained.

Mr. Taylor also emphasized how
important it is for the health of cities
and suburbs to maintain areas of
natural, undisturbed growth, not
only for educational purposes, but
also for the quality of air that we
breathe.

At one time, in the early 1900s,
before the manmade pond existed,
the swamp was drained, cleared of
trees and the land was used for farm-
ing. Later, the central swamp area
was abandoned, allowed to return to
its natural form, and then used as a
dump. The dump area was eventu-
ally excavated, to make way for the
manmade pond.

In the 1950s, a large number of
squatters built houses and a church in
the woodlands surrounding the cen-
tral swamp area. Crumbling stone
foundations of small cabins and the
stone-remnants of deep wells, re-
main at various intervals, along the
trails. Unusual and non-native plants,
such as witch hazel, sassafras and
elderberry, cultivated by the squat-
ters still grow wild in the remnants of
gardens near the foundations. Some
of these plants were used for medici-
nal purposes, Mr. Taylor noted in his
booklet.

Hundreds of artifacts, such as medi-
cine and dairy bottles were salvaged,
some dating as far back as the 18th
century. The excavation process was
captured on slides and is preserved
for future generations.

Today, many hikers, birdwatchers
and fishermen enjoy using the pas-
sive park.

There is a plaque at the park’s
entrance, dedicated to the late Mr.
Taylor in 1983, a year after his death,
in honor of his deep abiding love for
the park.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

According to Sheriff Mark Flow-
ers, the case continues to be open
and approximately two weeks ago
new information was received.

“That does not mean that there is
a suspect,” Mr. Flowers cautioned.
Authorities hope to take that infor-
mation and develop it into a poten-
tial suspect.

Mr. Flowers said that his office,
along with the Arkansas State Police
and the FBI continue to seek leads in
the case in hopes of finding the per-
son who raped and murdered Miss
Laurite on her way to McKinleyville,
Calif.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Miss Laurite

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 8
•A Short Hills Lane resident re-

ported hearing glass break and the
family dog barking at around 11
p.m. After finding a basement win-
dow broken, the resident called po-
lice. Upon investigation, police found
footprints in the yard at the window.
Entry to the house was not gained.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9
•The owner of a Front Street busi-

ness reported receiving a bad check
for payment of merchandise.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10
•It was reported that a customer

left a Route 22 service station with-
out paying for $17 worth of gasoline.

•Police received a report that some-
one shoplifted two bottles of cham-
pagne from a Park Avenue business
sometime during the afternoon.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11
•It was reported that the front door

of the Evergreen School was dam-
aged sometime overnight. Police said
no entry was gained.

•Someone reported the theft of a
wallet from a locker at the Jewish
Community Center on Martine Av-
enue.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Knights
Of Columbus

and Beverly Nwanna.
The free-throw contest winners, in

the following age categories, were:
Age 10, Gregory Cassidy and
Michelle Spinella; Age 11, Danny
Sohler and Kiersten Schiller; Age
12, Brian Osbahr, and Age 13, Tristan
Tinnes and Megan Makely.

Douglas M. Fasciale, Esq.
Concentrating in personal injury

 and malpractice cases.

Hoagland, Longo, Moran,
Dunst & Doukas, LLP

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 PATERSON STREET
NEW BRUNSWICK, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717
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Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
POLITICAL BUSINESS...Potential State Assembly candidate Nancy Malool of Scotch Plains, left, meets with former
Scotch Plains Mayors Gabe Spera and Joan Papen during last week’s Lincoln Day Reception fundraiser in Garwood.
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Welcomes Back to Westfield

�� YEARS IN BUSINESS

1115 South Ave
Westfield

(908) 233-2200

A Local Face...
in Your Local Pharmacy.

“Have you seen these two gentlemen?” (L-R) James
Williams and Joe Graves have been delivering
prescriptions for Tiffany’s over 30 years each. That’s
60 years of  reliable, dependable service.

One More Reason to Make
Tiffany Your Natural Pharmacy

Mon-Fri:8:30am to 10:00pm
Saturday: 8:30am to 6:00pm

Sunday: 9:00am to 4:00pm


