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Letters to the Editor

Teacher Training And Retention, Ending
Racial Profiling Top DiFrancesco’s Goals

Editor’s Note: The following is the
second half of the text of the “Address to
The People of New Jersey” delivered by
Acting Governor Donald T.
DiFrancesco, a Scotch Plains resident,
on February 5.

*  *  *  *  *
My fellow citizens, we must rededi-

cate ourselves and redouble our efforts
so that no child will be robbed of their
youth and deprived of their dreams.

I know firsthand how much we can
accomplish when we join together be-
hind a common goal. I take great pride
that in the past year we all worked to-
gether – Democrats and Republicans –
to ensure that our children have the very
best schools in which to learn. The School
Facilities Construction Act stands as a
testament to what is possible when we
put politics aside and make progress a
priority.

This new law will enable us to build
top-notch learning environments. But
those dollars don’t fix a leaky roof or
replace an aging boiler if they’re sitting
in the bank.

That is why I am making it a top
priority to get that money invested
quickly, efficiently, and in a way that
ensures accountability and integrity. I
want every child in New Jersey to walk
into a school that is safe, secure, and
sound.

We will build world-class schools,
but providing our children a world-class
education requires more. New Jersey
teachers are doing everything they can
to make this happen. Now we should do
everything we can to help our teachers.

That’s why I will be directing the new
Commissioner of Education to work with
the Legislature this spring to create the
very best teacher training, retention, and
recruitment program in the nation. New
Jersey is already the best place in which
to live, work, and raise a family. Let’s
also make it the best place to teach a
child.

There can be no question that the key
to a better life for each new generation
lies in education. And while my own
children are grown, I will continue to
take a personal interest in our class-
rooms by visiting schools as I have done
throughout my career. In fact, tomorrow
I will be visiting Paterson Eastside High

with Assemblyman Al Steele and Mar-
tin Luther King, 3rd. And I’m pleased
that Martin is with us today. Thank you,
Martin.

A world-class education will give our
children the tools they need to succeed in
tomorrow’s economy. But we must also
ensure that our current workforce meets
the needs of today’s employers.

Last year, one of five applicants for
unemployment benefits did not have a
high school diploma. Over 50 percent of
people on welfare cannot read above the
eighth grade level. Over 70 percent can
do no more than eighth grade math.
Moreover, many of New Jersey’s new-
est residents are immigrants and many
of them have limited English proficiency.

With unemployment at or below 4
percent for the past year, the demand for
skilled labor has remained high. Contin-
ued economic growth requires that we
reach out to train those whose lack of
skills has caused them to be left behind.

So today I am directing the Commis-
sioner of Labor to develop a workplace
basic skills program. Let’s give all our
citizens the help they need to ride the
wave of prosperity. And let’s give em-
ployees the skilled workforce they need
to keep our economic engine running at
full speed.

Fellow citizens, New Jersey is truly
an American mosaic. Our state is home
to the most diverse population in the
country. I believe our diversity is an
asset in which we must invest.

That means investing in programs
which give everyone the same opportu-
nity to realize their dreams.

That means fostering an environment
that celebrates our state’s historical, cul-
tural and artistic treasures.

Most important, investing in diversity
means erasing the intolerance and inse-
curity that undermine our ability to thrive
as a community. New Jersey has always
been a leader in pursuing and advancing
the rights of all individuals. Our history
includes the New Jersey Congressional
Delegation’s unanimous support for the
landmark Civil Rights Act of 1964. More
recently, we were among the first to
mandate Holocaust education for all
school children.

We must call on that tradition as we
face the ugly truth of racial profiling.

This unjustified and unjustifiable prac-
tice has divided this state and has hurt
the reputation of New Jersey’s upstand-
ing law enforcement officers.

It is time for answers, for outreach,
and for solutions. I look forward to re-
ceiving recommendations from Senator
Gormley’s committee that will signal
not just an intolerance for profiling, but
will finally result in a termination of this
practice. I commend Gormley for his
leadership in this effort.

Our commitment to end racial profil-
ing is unwavering. Just as strong is our
commitment to stand behind the mem-
bers of law enforcement who deserve
our support because they’ve earned it.
Let’s not allow the sins of a few to
undermine the courageous achievements
of the many.

The uniqueness of my position will
enable me to stay close to the Legislature,
and I will count on the input of my
colleagues on both sides of the aisle and
in both houses. Over the years, you’ve
come to know me and my style of leader-
ship. I do believe in consensus. I do
believe in bringing people together to
achieve progress. While my title may
have changed, I promise that my commit-
ment to this partnership will never end.

I recognize it is an election year, but
putting people ahead of politics will
signal to all New Jerseyans that we re-
member and respect the oaths we took as
legislators.

Many years ago, a writer working on
a book on the immigrant experience
asked my mother about her own experi-
ence in New Jersey. She told the author,
“We came over here with nothing but
bare hands. This country gave us a chance
to work. We worked hard for our chil-
dren. And now they’ve got what we
worked for. We’re satisfied.”

Born of this soil or on foreign land, all
New Jerseyans aspire to the dream that
my parents realized – the dream of a
better life for each new generation. And
I know my parents would want me to
lead this state in a way that encourages
all of us to create a better life for each
new generation. It is the best gift they
gave me, and it is the best gift we can
give New Jersey.

Thank you. God bless New Jersey.
Now let’s get to work.

Is Washington’s Portrait
In Your Child’s School?

INSPIRING IMAGE…William Sanders of Mountainside displays a line en-
graved portrait of George Washington. Mr. Sanders is Executive Director of
Portraits of Patriots, which is working with the private sector toward having the
first President’s likeness brought back into New Jersey schools.

By WILLIAM M. SANDERS

Are you old enough to remember
when George Washington’s portrait
held a prominent place in our schools?
Are you as shocked as I to learn that
his likeness has all but vanished from
the walls of our schools, municipal
buildings, and libraries?

As these portraits began to disap-
pear around the 1960s, so did the
history from our children’s history
books. In a recent survey compiled
by the Mount Vernon Ladies’ Asso-
ciation, the following alarming sta-
tistics were discovered:

In a survey of fourth graders, seven
out of 10 students thought that Illi-
nois, California or Texas were among
the 13 original colonies. Six out of
10 students had no idea why the
pilgrims came to America, and only
7 percent of fourth graders could
identify “an important event” that
took place in Philadelphia in 1776.

Further, in recent tests adminis-
tered to high school seniors, only one
in 10 could be considered proficient
in American history. Only one in
four Americans can recognize whose
picture is on the one dollar bill. One
survey has revealed that coverage of
George Washington in history text-
books has declined dramatically to
less than 10 percent of what it was in
the early 1960s.

The teachings of George Wash-
ington are as timely today as they
were when Lieutenant Colonel U. S.
Grant, 3rd, gave a speech to the
National Convention of the National
Education Association on July 2,
1930. He closed his speech with the
quote, “teach your pupils to know
and admire George Washington, to
carry his example and companion-
ship in their hearts, and the country’s
destinies will be safe in the hands of
the next generation.”

In 1932, there was a Congressional
mandate to put the portrait of George
Washington in every classroom of
every school in America. This was
done as part of a national commemo-
ration of the 200th anniversary of the
birth of George Washington.

In 1998, Portraits of Patriots was
founded to spearhead an initiative to
commemorate the 200th anniversary
(December 14, 1999) of the death of
George Washington. Working to-
gether with the private sector, we
have restored George Washington’s
portrait to approximately 40 schools
in the state.

These commemorative portraits
have been printed from the original
signed artist proof line engraving by
William E. Marshall, 1862. It is con-
sidered to be the finest Presidential
line engraved portrait ever done of
George Washington.

These images are important be-
cause they remind us of who we are,
what we are and what we hope to be.
The image of George Washington
reminds us of what it means to be an
American and of the ideals, devotion
and love of country that were so
strongly exemplified by our nation’s
first president.

New Jersey Assembly Bill No.
2749 and Senate Bill No. 1900, in-
troduced last September and Novem-
ber, mandate and provide funding
for one portrait per school district.
Working with the private sector we
hope to put portraits in the remaining
1,800 schools in the state. We look

forward to quick passage in the Leg-
islature.

We should set the example for the
rest of the nation. After all, New
Jersey was the Crossroads of the
American Revolution. If you would
like to help restore George
Washington’s portrait to our schools,
please contact your state legislator
and ask them to pass Assembly Bill
No. 2749 and Senate Bill No. 1900.
We are reaching out to the private
sector to help make this program a
success.

*  *  *  *  *
William Sanders, a resident of

Mountainside, is Executive Director
of Portraits of Patriots. Anyone in-
terested in sponsoring a portrait may
contact Mr. Sanders at
Patriotspx@aol.com.

Scotch Plains GOP Committee Was Right
To Delay Screening Process for Assembly

As the spring approaches, so does another election
primary season. Although not quite the list of candi-
dates from last year’s Seventh District Congressional
race, the 22nd Legislative District contest is attract-
ing significant interest.

The heavily Republican district stretches across
four counties: Union, Middlesex, Somerset and
Morris. For the past 10 years, the district has been
represented by Senator Donald T. DiFrancesco of
Scotch Plains, Assemblyman Richard H. Bagger of
Westfield and Assemblyman Alan M. Augustine of
Scotch Plains.

The issue that has arisen in recent weeks is a race
for Mr. Bagger’s Assembly seat and an unofficial
campaign to replace Mr. Augustine. Mr. Bagger is
running for the Senate seat being vacated by Acting
Governor DiFrancesco, who will soon launch his
candidacy for the Governor’s office.

Tom Kean, Jr., Thomas N. Denny, Matthew
McDermott, William F. McClintock, Jr., Martin L.
Marks and Patricia Walsh are all said to be seeking
Mr. Bagger’s Assembly seat. But does that really
make sense? The Union County Republican Com-
mittee will not endorse two candidates from the same
town. Although there is no state statute prohibiting
the election of two persons from the same town to the
State Assembly, not having the county GOP’s back-
ing could present a steep uphill battle for candidates.

Nancy Malool, legislative aide for Mr. Augustine,
has said she will only run if her boss opts not to seek
reelection.

Three candidates: Mr. McClintock, a former Mayor
and Councilman; Mr. Marks, the current Mayor, and

Ms. Malool all reside in Scotch Plains.
Mr. Kean is from Westfield, while Mr. Denny and

Mr. McDermott live in Cranford. Ms. Walsh, Mayor
of Green Brook, resides in Somerset County. Mr.
Kean and Mr. Denny have been nominated by the
GOP Committees in their home towns.

In our judgment, the Scotch Plains Republican
Committee acted correctly in delaying its endorse-
ment of an Assembly candidate until Mr. Augustine
has made his decision. He has served this district
well. He has been a part of the Scotch Plains commu-
nity for decades, serving as mayor twice and on the
Township Council for over 20 years. He also was a
member of the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders for six years over three terms.

In addition, both Mayor Marks and Mr. McClintock
have indicated they would likely drop out of the race
if Assemblyman Augustine opts to run again.

Ms. Malool has indicated she would not have
attended the Scotch Plains Republican Committee’s
screening of local Assembly candidates unless Mr.
Augustine has made an official decision not to run.
Since the makeup of the district based on the 2000
Census is still to come, there is time to hold screen-
ings. The County Committee has asked each town to
put forth one candidate for a mini-convention among
towns in the district that would likely be held in
April, once the new district makeup is known.

The district currently encompasses Berkeley Heights,
Chatham Township, Clark, Cranford, Dunellen,
Fanwood, Garwood, Green Brook, Long Hill,
Mountainside, New Providence, North Plainfield,
Scotch Plains, Warren, Watchung and Westfield.

Deadline to Submit Applications
For Tax Deductions Is Approaching

This is a reminder that if you have
been receiving the $250 property tax
deduction for seniors, the disabled, or as
a surviving spouse of a senior, you must
renew your eligibility every year, by
filing a form with your municipality’s
Tax Collector by March 1.

You should have received a renewal
application from your municipal Tax
Collector; the law requires that the Tax
Collector send you a renewal form each
year. If you did not receive the renewal
form, and if you think you are still quali-
fied to receive the deduction, call your
municipality’s Tax Collector and ask for
a renewal form.

When you call, ask for an extension to
file on the grounds that you did not
receive the renewal form that is required
to be sent to you.

There are five New Jersey state pro-
grams that offer property tax relief to
qualified seniors and other persons. The
next deadline is for the Property Tax
Reimbursement Program, which freezes
the property tax at the amount assessed
for the year of eligibility. Put another
way, an eligible person is reimbursed for
the annual rise in property taxes; their
tax is kept at the amount assessed in the

year of eligibility. As long as you qualify,
and the state continues the program,
your taxes will not increase. The dead-
line for filing is March 15.

Welles Sumner
Scotch Plains

Scotch Plains DPW
Thanked for Rescue
Of Cat From Sewer

I would like to thank the gentlemen
of the Scotch Plains Department of
Public Works as well as the police
officers who assisted in rescuing my cat
from a sewer on Evergreen Boulevard
on February 8.

The cat had been missing for five days
following the last snow storm, and the
DPW persisted in their efforts to get him
free. Thanks to them and their great
ideas, the cat is now safely back home.
My sincere thanks to everyone involved.
Your help and support is greatly appre-
ciated.

Joan S. Gyure
Scotch Plains

BELLWETHER

bellwether - You may not be able
to weather the wrath of someone
whom you call a nether. Whether the
nether target gets mad at you or not
depends on whether you prefix the
nether word with bell- as in bell-
wether. A nether, you see, is a male
sheep that has been castrated, and a
bellwether is a neutered sheep that
wears a bell around its neck and
leads a flock.

The word bellwether, however, has
also become an idiom meaning “a
person or thing that assumes leader-
ship.” For example, IBM is the bell-
wether of the computer industry.

Credit Card Applications Further Enhance
Customer Service at Westfield Town Hall

Although the process may not be as quick as in the
private sector, Westfield is coming into the age of
technology.

In an effort to enhance “customer service” for
residents, the town is now accepting credit cards in
its Municipal Court and Recreation Office. The
Recreation Office will also accept debit cards. In
addition, as part of the Westfield Memorial Pool
operation, the Recreation Commission will be start-
ing a membership card system in an effort to better
track users of the pool. This will better enable the
commission to organize programs and schedule pool
staff accordingly. The pool’s concession stand will
also accept credit cards this summer.

Eventually, the parking permit process may also be
handled through credit card purchases.

Mayor Gregory S. McDermott has also launched a
new 24-hour hotline for pothole and related Depart-
ment of Public Works (DPW) matters. All telephone
calls will be logged and placed in the DPW computer
system, where they will be tracked weekly.

The governing body also wants to expand the
town’s Web site, westfieldnj.net, giving residents 24-
hour access to Town Hall.

In addition, the Building Department is now open
once a week to assist residents with filing building
applications.

Another major move has been the coverage of
Town Council meetings on TV-36. This addition has
given residents an opportunity to see their local
government in action.

One suggestion we have for the mayor and council
is to hold meetings around the town. Why not hold a
meeting at the Community Center, Westfield Neigh-
borhood Council or at the Y? Perhaps quarterly
informal meetings could be held on weekends, where
residents could
come out and
speak to the
mayor or coun-
cil members.

Government
must continue to
become more
proactive and not
reactive. The
credit cards, en-
hanced Web site
and new DPW
hotline are a great
start. We look
forward to see-
ing further
progress.
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