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TOMASSO AVENGES PREVIOUS LOSS, JOHNSON PINS

Minutemen Matmen Rumble
Past Blue Devils, 35-30

PENNELLA SINKS 12 POINTS, LAFORGE PUMPS IN 8

Depth, Lions’ Growl Silence
Lady Raider Cagers, 54-31

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Perhaps the very late arrival of the
Elizabeth High School wrestlers may
have dimmed the flame of the
Westfield Blue Devils, or perhaps
the Blue Devils were preoccupied
with the upcoming Presidents’ mini
vacation. Nevertheless, the result was
a 35-30 Minuteman victory over a
seemingly flat group of Blue Devils
in Westfield on February 16.

“I thought we were pretty flat. We
have had a good season (9-7). This
was our last match of the season and
I was hoping they would end strong,”
said Blue Devil Head Coach Glen
Kurz. “Elizabeth came in late and
did not seem motivated. I thought
that would motivate our kids, but
they came out flat.”

One Blue Devil, who was not flat,
however, was freshman Lee Tomasso,
who avenged a 7-5 loss to 135-lb.
third-place finisher Derrick Davis in
the Union County tournament. Al-
though Davis took a quick 4-1 lead in
the first period, Tomasso chipped
away with two nearfalls – via tilt
maneuvers – and three escapes to
grab a 9-8 victory.

“Lee had a really nice win. He
made some mistakes but he came out
on top,” said Kurz. “He’s tough on
top. That’s an advantage for him.”

Chris Johnson rallied from a 5-1
deficit to take a 7-5 lead over Min-
uteman Pedro Pagan before showing
him the lights with a yank-and-crank
half nelson in 5:43. Johnson’s win
gave the Blue Devils a 21-14 lead.

“That was a big pin for us. But we
should have capitalized on that as a
team,” pointed out Kurz.

The Minutemen got an expected
victory from Union County 112-lb.
champ Amin Queen but the pivotal
bout came at 130 when Lonza Halsey
scored a takedown in overtime to
edge Blue Devil John Leonardis, 9-
7. With the bout tied, Leonardis took
a 4-3 lead early in the third period but

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Many, but not all, basketball teams
match up rather evenly when it comes
to comparing the starting five play-
ers. However, in most cases, the de-
ciding factor comes down to team

depth. That example was played out
on February 15 in the quarterfinals of
the Union County tournament in
Rahway when the depth-saturated
Roselle Catholic girls wore down the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls, 54-31.

The 19-2 Lions pressured the Raid-
ers throughout the game, using a
full-court press, and made it increas-
ingly effective by pulling fresh play-
ers off the bench to maintain the
pace. The strategy definitely took it
toll as the 12-9 Raiders, who played
Roselle Catholic evenly in the first
quarter, began making passing errors
on a graduated level.

“They pressed us full court and we
turned the ball over a bit. We ran out
of gas. They had a lot of kids, whom
they moved in and out,” pointed out
Raider Head Coach Brian Homm.
“They were a lot fresher than we
were. That hurt us. They have a lot of
depth. And when you can keep mov-
ing good people in and out, nothing
is being lost.”

With both teams fresh, the Raiders
and the Lions were knotted, 8-8, at
the end of the first quarter. Raider
center Erin Gillooly, who finished
with six points, blocked two shots in
the quarter and sophomore Lindsay
Pennella, who finished with 12 points,
netted four points. Both teams were
even under the boards, but, with 10
second left, the Lions’ defensive alert-
ness prevented the Raiders from get-
ting off the final shot.

Lion K.K. Foster nailed a three-
pointer to open the second quarter
which forced the Raiders to open
their defense somewhat. But the
opening was just enough for Hawa
Jalloh to slip through inside and score
eight of her 14 points and to push the
Lions to a 25-18 lead by halftime.
Keeping the Raiders close were jun-
ior Kellie LaForge, who put in four
of her eight points during the quarter,
layups by Pennella and Katie Blom

ROMEO, COUSAR PIN; D. ‘FRANC’, D‘NICH’ WIN BIG

Healthy Chief Matmen Stop
Ailing SP-F Raiders, 55-19

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Keeping healthy has been the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
wrestling team’s toughest opponent
this season. From mid-January until
the present, the Raiders have been
the victims of two bouts of mono-
nucleosis and several temporary in-
juries which affected five of their
finer varsity wrestlers.

Despite, the show must go on and
several young junior varsity wres-
tlers were promoted to the varsity.
The positive note was that these
young men stepped on the mat to
wrestle and gain experience. In
Piscataway on February 16, these
young Raiders gave it their all in a
55-19 defeat.

One thing the fans can be sure of,
if the Raiders have a healthy wrestler
in the weight class, Head Coach Dave
Bello will allow him the experience
to compete. There will not be a delib-
erate forfeit to avoid a good wrestler.

One of those good wrestlers not
avoided was Chief Derek Tranchina,
son of Westfield High School Ath-
letic Director Ed Tranchina, who
recorded a fall over 152-lb. Charlie
Bachi in 1:17, using a cradle.

“This is a spectator sport also. I
don’t believe in forfeiting anybody.
The good kids deserve to wrestle too.

And there is no one around here who
is deliberately going to hurt any-
body. I like to see the kids wrestle,”
stressed Bello.

Raider freshman Derek
Francavilla, one of the finer 103-lb.
wrestlers in the area, punished Tom
Hemmerly with takedowns and tilts
until he was awarded a 21-6, techni-
cal fall in 6:00.

Junior Matt DeNichilo put together
three takedowns, then pushed Cory
Gurkovich all over the mat to even-
tually grab an 11-1, majority deci-
sion at 125. Then at 130, Raider Pat
Romeo upped his varsity record to 7-
3 by flattening Kerron Joseph in 3:52,
using an arm bar with a half nelson.

“Francavilla looked great at 103.
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JIM MCKEON RATTLES THE RIM WITH 25 POINTS

Blue Devil B’ballers Reject
U. C. Viking Boys, 75-61

By STEVEN KRAKAUER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

President’s Day was celebrated by
the Westfield High School boys when
they defeated the Union Catholic
boys basketball team, 75-61, in

Scotch Plains on February 19. Al-
though the Vikings held a 32-29 lead
at the half, Jay Cook finished with 14
points, six rebounds, three steals in
the second half to give the Blue
Devils the lead for good.

Viking junior Brandon Banks
played ferociously and scored 15
points – 11 in the second half. Viking
senior Anthony McRae dropped 12
points and bounded eight boards in
the first half, yet went cold in the
second, scoring just four.

Both teams opened aggressively
but the Blue Devils finished the first
quarter with a, 17-13, edge. In the
second, however, the Vikings stormed
the nets with nine-straight points and
went on to outscore Westfield, 19-
12. McRae converted on two and
one’s – two-pointers followed by a
free throw –, which helped his team
retain the lead.

Sophomore Eric Turner blasted
onto the scene in the third quarter as
he stole, blocked and powered his
way to put Westfield back on top.
Turner finished with 16 points, four
rebounds and four steals.

Cook helped bring the emotion
and momentum to his team’s favor
late in the third quarter as he pow-
ered a rim-rocking, crowd-pumping
dunk which also drew a foul. The
Vikings failed to recover.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATTEMPTING TO COUNTER A WHIZZER...Raider Andrew Silber, right,
needs to “limp arm” Chief Matt Baillie’s whizzer during his 145-lb. bout.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRONG OUTSIDE SCORING THREAT...Lindsay Pennella, No. 33, has been
the major outside scoring threat for the Raiders all season. Roselle Catholic
Lion Caitlin Mahoney, No. 35, attempts to block her shot.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY TOUGH ON TOP...Blue Devil Lee Tomasso, top, was very tough on the
top position and picked up several tilt points to beat Minuteman Derrick Davis.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DOING HIS PART...Matt Vidovich was
part of the winning 200 medley relay team
against Livingston.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RACING TO VICTORY...Blue Devil Cliff Haldeman won the 50 freestyle
and was on the winning 200 medley relay team as Westfield sunk Livingston,
110-60. See story on page 12.

Steven Krakauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GRABBING THE REBOUND...Blue Devil Jay Cook, No. 10, out-leaps Viking
Nick Dolan and grabs the rebound.


