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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Consultant’s Report Offers Six Options
For Upgrading, Maintaining School Fields

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Board of Education
was presented with six alternative
plans last Wednesday night, ranging
from $165,000 to $3.5 million, to
renovate and maintain the school
district’s 11 fields. The more expen-
sive plans were for all-weather ter-
rain at several fields.

The results of a comprehensive
study conducted by a professional
engineering firm and commissioned
by the Westfield Board of Education
to evaluate the condition and main-
tenance needs of 11 Board of Educa-
tion school fields was unveiled to
school officials and the public and
last week.

Michael Disko Associates of
Kenilworth conducted the study and
presented their findings at a special
meeting of the Board of Education
on February 7 to the Board and the
public.

About 25 members of the public
attended the presentation, including
several league coaches and Recre-
ation Commission members.
Westfield Mayor, Gregory S.
McDermott and Councilman Neil F.
Sullivan also attended the meeting.

A slide show of the fields dis-

played the numerous grading and
drainage problems outlined in the
report. Areas of deep depressions,
uneven grading, large divots and
patches of weeds were all cited as
problems needing correction.

The goals for
Westfield’s field main-
tenance program, the
report stated, should be
to maintain: increased
safety, better playabil-
ity and attractive visual
appearance.

Michael Disko, Chief
Engineer for the firm,
cited three fundamental principles
essential to recovering the quality of
Westfield’s fields. These three prin-
ciples: effective maintenance, rotat-
ing recovery periods and centralized
scheduling, were necessary in order
to achieve the goals outlined in the
report.

Mr. Disko’s firm consulted with
world-renown field expert, Dr. Henry
Indyk, a Professor at Rutgers Uni-
versity, whose expertise has been
used by the National Football League
for field maintenance.

The study evaluated each of the 11
fields in terms of usage, present con-
dition and necessary renovation and
maintenance needs. The highlights
of the report outlined excessive use,
lack of recovery periods and im-
proper maintenance as the major det-

riments to field conditions. The study
also recommended rotation sched-
ules in order to allow the fields time
to recuperate after renovations and
maintenance.

Excessive use in concentrated ar-

eas during practice, usage when the
fields were wet and improper fertili-
zation/weed control were also cited
as causing restoration problems.

The six alternative plans for reno-
vating and maintaining the fields
were outlined in the study, including
cost analysis for each alternative.
The all-weather terrain, although
requiring less frequent maintenance
and permitting year-round sports, is
very expensive to install and requires
vandalism protection.

Mr. Disko’s firm recommended
one of the alternatives as being pref-
erable to the others, involving reno-
vations at four school fields, then
shifting programs to those fields,
while the other seven are allowed to
recover. The cost for this preferred
alternative was estimated to be be-

tween $515,000 and $670,000.
Board President Darielle Walsh

said that no decision had been reached
and that all of the alternatives were
being given consideration.

District Superintendent Dr. Will-
iam Foley discussed the alternatives
for raising the funds necessary to
accomplish these goals. Sharing ser-
vices, staff and equipment with the
town was discussed as a cost-effec-
tive means for both the Board and the
town to accomplish their field recov-
ery goals.

Financial support by the leagues
and raising property taxes was also
mentioned as possible funding
sources.

Many members of the public as
well as league coaches suggested to
the Board that it would be preferable
to put one individual in charge of a
field maintenance program in order
to make the system work.

Soccer coach Chris Carson said,
“You have to put someone in charge
who will take pride in the fields, to
get the job done.”

Kimble Avenue resident Jim Rood
recommended that all-weather turf
not be dismissed because of the cost,
because, in his opinion, it was the
best solution.

Mr. Disko explained that Profes-
sor Indyk did not recommend all-
weather turf because it raised certain

“You have to put someone in charge
who will take pride in the fields, to get
the job done.”

   --Westfield Soccer Coach Chris Carson

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
VALENTINE RUSH…Westfield Postal Carrier Artie Fuchs sorts through
hundreds of pieces of mail he will be delivering. The Westfield Post Office has
experienced a strong influx of mail as Valentine’s Day wishes are being sent to
loved ones, near and far.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
WHAT GOES DOWN, MUST COME UP…Residences along Cacciola Place in Westfield were demolished this week in
order to make room for new townhouse and retail development on the property.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader
DEMONSTRATION IN PROGRESS...William Coombs stopped by a meeting
of the Westfield Art Association last week to demonstrate his artistry in
portraying hot air balloons.
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Authorities Probe Burglary Spree
Involving 11 Westfield Residences

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield police are investigating
a burglary spree involving nearly a
dozen residences which occurred
over three days last week on the
south side of Westfield near the Clark
border.

Eleven incidents, including one
attempted break-in, were reported
between February 8 and February
11, according to Lieutenant John M.
Parizeau of the Westfield Police De-
partment.

They included two burglaries each
on Boynton Court and Boynton Av-
enue, as well as one each on Leigh
Drive, Pinegrove Avenue, Central

Avenue, West Grove Street, Rahway
Avenue and Frazee Court.

The attempted burglary occurred
last Friday on Mohawk Trail, in which
windows on the home were broken
but entry was not gained, Lieutenant
Parizeau confirmed.

He said in each case, the person or
individuals responsible forced their
way into the residences through rear
or side doors or windows. Once in-
side, the intruders ransacked bed-
rooms and took jewelry.

The burglaries, all of which oc-
curred while the homes were unoc-
cupied, are believed to have taken
place between dusk and 10 p.m.,
Lieutenant Parizeau told The

Westfield Leader on Tuesday. The
owners discovered the break-ins upon
returning home.

There were no witnesses to any of
the incidents, Lieutenant Parizeau
stated. He acknowledged that while
police had received reports of suspi-
cious vehicles in the area, the de-
scriptions were not sufficient enough
to serve as solid leads.

The lieutenant said police are “99
percent (certain)” the burglaries last
week are related. He remarked that
law enforcement officials believe the
intruders may have watched the tar-
geted homes for a period of time
prior to breaking in, to determine
when the owners would be absent.

According to Lieutenant Parizeau,
the cluster of break-ins last week are
the first to be reported in Westfield this
year, although similar incidents had
been reported in town during the fall.

Westfield authorities last Friday
charged a man with having burglar-
ized a Summit Avenue home on No-
vember 27. Erick Baran, 32, whose
last known address was Elizabeth,
was arrested January 5 by Cranford
police on burglary charges involving
residences in that community.

Lieutenant Parizeau said an addi-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Membership Cards That Track Use Being
Considered for Memorial Pool Operation

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Recreation Commission dis-
cussed implementing a new mem-
bership card system for Westfield
Memorial Pool members at their
monthly meeting on February 8.

The new cards will be similar to
scanned grocery store cards, and will
track utilization times of the mem-
bers. Commission Chairman Keith
S. Hertell said that pool members

will be informed when they can trade
their old cards in for the new ones,
which he expects will take place
gradually, over the summer.

“Card scanning will allow us to
keep track of who uses the pool and
when, so that we can curtail our
schedule and programs to fit users’
needs,” Mr. Hertell said.

The Recreation Commission is also
seeking a food concessionaire for
Memorial Pool that will accept credit

cards, which the town recently be-
gan accepting.

Mr. Hertell explained that as a
convenience to pool members, it
would be much easier for members,
especially children, to use credit
cards to avoid having to carry loose
change.

Memorial Pool will be conduct-
ing an experiment by providing
lounge chairs this summer, Mr.
Hertell reported. Approximately 30
to 40 chairs will be placed at the pool
as a service to members.

“This is to make it easier for pool
members by giving them one less
thing to carry in,” Mr. Hertell re-

marked.
Designing a master plan, which

will deal with long-range planning
of the town’s facilities was also dis-
cussed at the meeting. Mr. Hertell
said that the Commission agreed there
was enough expertise and knowl-
edge amongst Commission members
to devise the master plan themselves,
without having to pay for an outside
consultant.

He added that the Commission
would be receptive to any and all
contributions from the public to the
facilities master plan.

The Recreation Commission made

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Mayor McDermott Unveils Logging System
For Road Repair Calls Received by Town DPW

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Mayor Gregory S. McDermott
announced Tuesday night the cre-
ation of a customer service tracking
system for pothole and other road
repair requests received by the town.

The Mayor said the new system is
designed to improve customer ser-
vice in the area of street repairs.

“One of the things I wanted to

make sure that we could do is basi-
cally have accountability to the resi-
dents from the people in Public
Works,” Mayor McDermott told
Town Council members during
Tuesday’s council conference meet-
ing.

Residents will soon be able to call
a 24-hour hotline. Department of
Public Works (DPW) staff will check
messages daily by writing the caller’s

name, address, telephone number and
nature of the road repair problem on
the newly created customer service
log.

The Mayor envisions the log as
being able to help the DPW deter-
mine consistent problem areas and
how fast repairs and/or road clean-
ups are completed.

“If we can work with the Depart-
ment of Public Works and with the

town, we will get ourselves a gold
star for customer service,” Mayor
McDermott predicted.

Town Engineer and Director of
Public Works Kenneth B. Marsh ex-
plained that a new telephone number
will be established for problems that
need action by the DPW.

Mr. Marsh said the information on
the log forms will be entered into the

Recycling Firm Continues
To Correct Missed Pickups

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The regional manager for
Westfield’s new recycling firm, Cen-
tral Jersey & Waste Recycling, Inc.
of Trenton, told the Westfield Town
Council last week that the company
is making changes to ensure house-
holds are not missed.

The governing body changed re-
cycling firms last year after utilizing
Advanced Recycling Technologies
Systems (ARTS). The town also
moved from two-day per week pick-
ups to solely curbside service every
other Friday.

Conrad Decker of Central Jersey
Waste and Recycling of Trenton said
the company has doubled the num-
ber of trucks it uses in Westfield from
five to 10.

In addition, Central Jersey has

asked the town for permission to use
the Westfield Conservation Center
on Lamberts Mill Road as a staging
area to onload their trucks before
sending them out to complete the
curbside pickups.

Anyone who has been missed dur-
ing the curbside recycling program
should called the company’s toll-
free hot line at (888) 870-8566.

Mr. Decker said the company
would send a truck to missed any
pickups the next day.

In addition to complaints received
by the town during the January pickup
dates, Mayor McDermott noted that
he had received a number of calls
from residents complaining of ex-
cessive speeding by recycling trucks.
Mr. Decker said he would inform his
drivers to stay within town marked
speed requirements.
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Town Field
Conditions

safety issues in addition to being
cost prohibitive.

Several members of the public
stated that the necessity of using
herbicides is an idea that should
be considered, despite opposition
by some parents.

Mayor McDermott said that he
was in the process of creating a
committee that would look into
ways that the Board and the Town
could share services.

Councilman Sullivan suggested
that the Board consider other op-
tions to increase the much needed
supply and demand for fields, such
as night lights or new land acqui-
sitions.

Dr. Foley said that the Board
will meet with the leagues to gar-
ner their input on the various plans.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

School Board Looks to Trim Budget By $500,000;
Boosters Urge Increase In Music Dept. Funding

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- Discussions
continued at the February 8 meet-
ing of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education as administra-
tors work to pare down preliminary
estimates for the 2001-02 school
budget. Since figures were first
presented to the board, administra-
tors have shaved off $143,635 from
various accounts; they are consid-
ering chopping off an additional
$500,000.

Officials had projected a 4.3 per-
cent increase in spending over last
year’s $46.9 million board approved
budget.

While recognizing the need to
keep a tight lid on the forthcoming
budget in the wake of passage of
the $35.7 million bond referendum,
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Carol
B. Choye expressed concern that
cuts could be in places “that may
hurt us a bit.”

The administration is consider-
ing reductions in a number of ar-
eas, including staffing. The origi-
nal budget proposal  called for five
new teachers; that number may be
more like three and a half.

“There are some places we could
tighten up a bit,” explained the
superintendent, without exceeding
the district’s traditional guidelines
for class size.

Other accounts that could see
budget reductions are supplies, tu-
ition for out-of-district placement
of special education students and
staff development.

Representing the Music Boost-
ers Association, Scotch Plains resi-
dent Bruce Smith urged the board
to go through with the recom-
mended $103,000 increase in the
music budget as the program is “in
serious need of financial support.”

Mr. Smith noted certain vendors
will not even service the schools’
instruments any longer because they
are in such poor repair.

Business Administrator and
Board Secretary Anthony DelSordi
confirmed Scotch Plains-Fanwood
schools will receive an additional
$331,935 in state aid for 2001-02
(primarily for transportation and
special education costs), along with
achievement awards for Park and
Terrill Middle Schools and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School to-
taling $47,965.

How those figures will factor into
budget preparations was discussed
at a special budget meeting Tues-
day, February 13. Further budget
discussions will take place Thurs-

day, February 22. The board is
scheduled to adopt a tentative bud-
get at its February 27 business

meeting.
The board’s planned revisions to

the district’s Field Trip Policy have
the potential to set off some lengthy
discussion in upcoming meetings.
The basic changes to the policy are
as follows: the board must approve
all field trips which take students
150 miles or more away from Scotch
Plains or those for which air travel is
required; a nurse must be present on
a trip when certain medication must
be dispensed; revised language of
permission slips clarifies that stu-
dents’ personal luggage, backpacks,
etc. may be subject to inspection.

New policy language also em-
phasizes the importance of field

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 6
• Javier Gonzalez, 28, and Guane

Jimenez, 23, of Jamaica, N.Y., were
each charged with hindering appre-
hension at North Avenue and Elm
Street for allegedly supplying a false
name, address and date of birth in an
attempt to avoid receiving motor ve-
hicle summonses. Bail for each was
set at $750.

• A Chatham automotive firm re-
ported that someone smashed the front
windshield on a vehicle belonging to the
company while it was parked on Scotch
Plains Avenue.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7
• A 1992 Acura was reported stolen

from the lot of a business in the 400
block of South Avenue, East.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 8
• A North Avenue diner reported that

a woman exited the establishment with-
out paying an $11 dinner bill. When
followed out of the building by diner
personnel, the woman said she was go-
ing to her car to get money but then fled
the scene.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9
• A resident of Glen Avenue reported

that his motor vehicle was stolen from
his driveway.

• A Birch Place resident reported that
someone entered her vehicle and re-

moved two cellular telephones.
• A resident of West Dudley Avenue

reported that a cellular telephone and
assorted compact disks were removed
from his vehicle while it was parked in
his driveway. There were no signs of
forced entry. The approximate value of
the stolen items is $500.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10
• A Coleman Place resident reported

that someone entered his vehicle and
removed a cellular telephone.

• Jacob Bennett, 22, of Westfield was
arrested in the 300 block of South Av-
enue, East, and charged with possession
of a controlled dangerous substance (sus-
pected cocaine), possession with intent
to distribute and possession with intent
to distribute within 1000 feet of a school.
Bail was set at $7,000.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
HAPPY 100!…Students at Franklin Elementary School recently celebrated their 100th day of school this year. These
pupils, decked out in handcrafted necklaces with 100 “beads” of cereal loops and paper glasses, get ready to blow out the
candles on their special birthday cake.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader
MAKEOVER MAGIC…At the Jewish Community Center (JCC) in Scotch Plains, Montclair native and make-up artist
extraordinaire Bobbie Brown, helped youngsters celebrate “Fashion Week.” She autographed copies of her latest book,
which advises women of all ages how best to apply cosmetics. Pictured, left to right, are: Ms. Brown and twin sisters Ilana
and Arielle Herzberg, 9, of Westfield.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Robberies
tional charge is pending against
Baran in connection with another
burglary in Westfield last fall. He
noted that Baran, who is being held
at the Union County Jail in Eliza-
beth, is also a suspect in other inci-
dents which occurred on the south
side of town during that period. Bail
was set at $25,000 for charge in-
volving the Summit Avenue home.

As part of their investigation into
last week’s burglaries, authorities
are asking area residents to be on
the lookout for anything suspicious,
regardless of how minor it may seem,
and to call the Westfield Police De-
partment at (908) 789-4000 if they
notice something out of the ordi-
nary.

This includes unknown individu-
als who come to the door and say
something “that doesn’t seem right
or doesn’t feel right,” Lieutenant
Parizeau explained. “It’s one of the
ways they (intruders) check to see if
someone is at home.”

a recommendation to the Town
Council on their choice of an engi-
neering firm from among several
candidates for the design phase of
the Memorial Pool renovations.
After interviewing six candidates
for design services, the Commis-
sion chose the firm of Schoor
DePalma of Manalapan.

Mr. Hertell said that Schoor
DePalma was chosen based on their
superiority in a number of qualita-
tive categories, including their pre-
sentation, experience and reputa-
tion.

DePalma’s bid was midrange of
the six firms, according to Recre-
ation Director Glenn Burrell, at ap-
proximately $85,000.

The Town Council is scheduled
to vote on the choice at their Tues-
day, February 20 meeting.

If confirmed, the engineers will
spend the next few months drawing
up renovation plans for the pool.
Bids for the construction phase of
the pool project are expected to go
out in May or June, Mr. Burrell
confirmed.

The Commission expects to break
ground on the construction phase of
the pool project immediately after
Labor Day.

The process for choosing a de-
sign firm for the Memorial Park
renovations will also begin shortly,
Mr. Hertell said. The process will
include scheduling leagues and pro-
grams at other fields while Memo-
rial Park is out of commission.

The Recreation Commission will
meet with the residents in the neigh-
borhood of Brightwood Park, one
more time, to discuss park improve-
ments. The Commission plans on
clearing some of Brightwood’s trails
and installing aerators in the pond,
but they want to meet with residents
to insure that these plans are accept-
able to the residents, Mr. Burrell
reported.

“We plan to leave Brightwood in
its natural state,” Mr. Hertell said,
“because we have many residents
who want it to remain undeveloped.”

The Recreation Commission’s
regular monthly meeting is held on
the first Monday of the month at
7:30 p.m. in the Recreation Office
of the Municipal Building.
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Pool Cards
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Town Council
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Hoagland, Longo, Moran,
Dunst & Doukas, LLP
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trips being educational in nature.
Board members approved an ad-

ditional Preschool Disabled Class
for the coming school year. It will
be located at Evergreen School.

In other business, Dr. Choye re-
viewed two versions of the 2001-
02 school calendar. Because con-
struction at the schools will con-
tinue during the summer of 2002,
the superintendent said construc-
tion is the driving force behind the
calendar configuration.

“We have to close school as early
as possible in June (2002),” she
explained. The board will vote on
the calendar at the February 27
meeting.

DPW’s computer system. A directory
of road repair requests will also be
established. He said department direc-
tors will be able to gain access to the
system at anytime to track the status of
a particular problem.

The status of all road repair requests
will be checked weekly by DPW cleri-
cal staff.

“We just wanted to give the residents
an opportunity to be able to make one
call to one place and know that they
were going to be acknowledged that
there was a problem and that we were
going to get back in touch with them
on a timely basis,” Mayor McDermott
noted.

The program, which may be ex-
panded to other town government de-
partments, will also be broadened to
allow for e-mail, Fax requests and per-
haps inclusion of a form on the town’s
Web site.

Third Ward Councilman Neil F.
Sullivan said the more options for resi-
dents to seek town assistance, the bet-
ter. He said the town should set up the
recording, tracking and generating of
management reports per the new sys-
tem “with some sense of urgency.”

Mayor McDermott added that the
new tracking system will be an “ongo-
ing work in action.”

In other business, Town Attorney
Robert Cockren advised the council of
the need to appoint an alternate mu-
nicipal prosecutor per state statute.
Mayor McDermott asked that the coun-
cil deliver all résumés of persons that
are interested in serving in this role to
him by tomorrow, February 16.

Town Administrator Thomas P. Sh-
annon advised the council that talks
are still underway with NJ Transit re-
garding a proposal by an individual to
open up a concierge and errand service
in the South Avenue side of the
Westfield Train Station.

NJ Transit has told the town that it is
opposed to any individual running such
a service as a business. The agency,
which leases the station from the town,
favors utilizing a consortium of busi-
nesses which would work coopera-
tively with one another by forming a
corporation.

Mr. Cockren has said a 1955 agree-
ment between the old Central Railroad
of New Jersey and the town gives the
railroad – now NJ Transit – a lot of say
as to the type of services and/or busi-
nesses that can be housed in the station.

Mr. Shannon said there has been a
“substantive debate” ongoing be-
tween the town and NJ Transit on
how the Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce and the Downtown
Westfield Corporation, which runs
the special improvement district,
could work together with Ray Mikell,
the individual interested in operating
the service.

His proposal was to develop a mem-
bership consisting of different types of
businesses, the services of which could
be utilized by commuters at a train
station-based concierge service. Par-
ticipating merchants would be charged
an annual fee to join. Customers would
pay a minimal charge per transaction
under Mr. Mikell’s proposal.

Model is available for
sale at: Westfield
Foundation Train
Station North Side.
Stop by or call
(908) 233-9737 for
more info. All pro-
ceeds go to : The
Charles Addams Art
Scholarship. Tax
Deductible Donation.
While Supplies last.

The Addams Family Haunted MansionThe Addams Family Haunted MansionThe Addams Family Haunted MansionThe Addams Family Haunted MansionThe Addams Family Haunted Mansion

Additional $5 for shipping and handling
Out of State and OnLine orders e-mail ronmac55@aol.com

Scotch Plains Man Dies Following
Accident Across From Post Office

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- An elderly
Scotch Plains resident died last
Thursday after an apparent medi-
cal crisis caused him to lose con-
trol of his car, which crashed into a
building opposite the township’s
Post Office.

Rudolph Lukacovic, 84, had en-
tered the Post Office driveway on
Park Avenue, turned around in
the rear lot and was going back up
the exit driveway en route to pick
up his wife when he suddenly
accelerated, Sergeant James Rau,
Traffic Safety Supervisor for the
Scotch Plains Police Department,
said.

Mr. Lukacovic’s 1992 Buick Cen-
tury traveled across Park Avenue
and struck the brick front porch of
a mixed use building at 9:43 a.m.,
according to Sergeant Rau. The
crash caused minor damage to the
structure.

No one else was injured as a
result of the accident and no other
vehicles were impacted by the car’s
trajectory, the sergeant stated.
There were no other passengers in
the vehicle at the time the accident
occurred.

Sergeant Rau said it has since
been determined that “it was a medi-
cal cause” which led to the acci-
dent. Mr. Lukacovic had sustained
“some injuries to his hands” as a
result of the crash but there were no
other visible signs of trauma, the
sergeant confirmed.

Following the accident, Mr.
Lukacovic was transported by
Scotch Plains Volunteer Rescue
Squad personnel to Muhlenberg
Regional Medical Center in
Plainfield, where he later died. Ser-

geant Rau said the police depart-
ment was notified of his death
shortly after noon.

Mr. Lukacovic, a retired tool-
and-dye maker, had lived in Scotch
Plains since 1952. He is survived
by his wife, Veronica, three chil-
dren and two grandchildren. Fu-
neral arrangements were under the
direction of the Rossi Funeral Home
in Scotch Plains.
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