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Daughter Faces Dilemma
By Inviting Dad to Wedding
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•Month to Month Rental
•Safe, Secure, Lighted  & Fenced

•We Sell Moving Supplies
•Office Records Stored

1229 Route 22 East, Mountainside, N.J.
Next to the Spanish Tavern

(908) 928 - 1400
Easy Access - Open 7 Days A Week

INTRODUCTORY OFFER
With This Ad

50% OFF*

Your First Month Rent At The
Areas Newest Self Storage Facility

*Not to be combined with other offers. Expires 3/31/2001

•Vehicle, Boat & RV Storage
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325 North Avenue East, Westfield
908-232-8977

Jay@BoyleLLC.com

BOYLE FINANCIAL
ASSOCIATES, LLC

Securities are offered through 1717 Capital Management Company
PO Box 15626 Wilmington DE 19850 • Member NASD, SIPC

INSURANCE · INVESTMENTS
ESTATE PLANNING

A sister writes:
My sister was married last August.

My parents are divorced, so planning for
the wedding was a problem. My parents’
divorce was a bitter one. Our mother
refused to attend the wedding if my
sister invited our dad; she also rejected
any plan to have him participate in the
wedding ceremony. My sister gave in
and dad did not attend. He never ex-
pressed his sadness and anger, was gen-
erous in his gifts and emotional support.

I’ve talked to my mother about invit-
ing dad to my wedding. I want both
parents to participate in the ceremony,
separately of course. I am not asking
them to dance together or sit together; I
just want them to be reasonable and to
participate in this very special day.

Mother has already stated that not
only will father not be part of anything,
but she will boycott the wedding if he is
invited and attends. I love both my par-
ents; I will not do what my mother
demands and I am willing to pay the
consequences. Mother insists that dad
made her life miserable and should not
be rewarded by being part of a happy
celebration. Please tell me if I am out of
order. This is causing me much distress.

Answer: You have every right to in-
vite your father whom you love. Your
mother must abide by your wishes since
this is your affair. She must also avoid
placing you in the middle of her prob-
lems with dad (which many parents do).
Since there remains a 50 percent divorce
rate for all marriages, these questions
and confrontations occur more frequently
than we would like. I hear of situations
where divorced parents are asked to dance
or share tables at a wedding despite
angry, unresolved feelings. You seem
more understanding. I believe your sis-
ter should have re-evaluated your father’s
attendance at her wedding, his response
indicates he was supportive. Based upon
your feelings, you should tell mother
that you will invite dad and that you
hope, and want, her to be there. She,
then, can decide what she wants to do. I
support your strength and conviction.

If I may add a touch of sarcastic
humor, you might also tell your mother
that if and when she remarries (if she
hasn’t) she doesn’t have to invite your
father to her affair!

A young actor writes:
I am a TV actor who lives locally in

New Jersey and works in Manhattan.
After struggling for several years, I have
landed a role in a soap. I am happy and
finally a sense of financial security. My
girlfriend and I are beginning to talk
about marriage. The one real problem I
have is an odd one: My father is angry at
me because I legally changed my last
name. My parents are from Europe. I am
proud of my heritage. I am proud of my
family, our ethnic foods and customs.
When I decided to go into acting, I
changed my last name to a more Anglo-
Saxon one, feeling it would open up
more professional doors for me.

This was several years ago. It did help and
I am quite comfortable with my past decision.

My father never forgave me and feels I
am ashamed of my ethnic background.
Nothing was ever said about it but now that
I am beginning to succeed professionally,
he tells me that I have sold out my real
identity and I should feel guilty. I do not
agree and don’t know how to handle him.

Answer: I can appreciate your father’s
feeling of pride regarding his back-
ground, and his desire to have his “iden-
tity” and name carried on through you. I
can also appreciate your pride in want-
ing to succeed in your profession and

doing what you feel would help. This
was not a rejection of your heritage.
(Interestingly, today many artists retain
their names regardless of ethnicity,
sound, spelling, etc.) I encourage you to
feel good about your decision and your
professional success, and, since you and
your father will not be able to resolve
this to your mutual satisfaction, I would
avoid open discussion (which will prob-
ably lead to a confrontation).

Two people can love one another with-
out having to agree on, or resolve, every
issue. Good luck. By the way, I don’t
know your name — if I did, I’d watch the
soap. (Care to hint so Ill know?)

A teen writes:
My father feels I spend all the money

I earn and don’t look to the future. He
says, “Why spend money on food when
you’re out with your friends when you
can eat all the food you want at home?”
He feels young people live for today and
don’t plan for the future. He then cites an
old Chinese proverb to prove his point,
“It is better to have a hen tomorrow than
an egg today.” What is he talking about?

Answer: This is an analogy which
probably means that once you eat, or use,
the egg, it’s gone. You nave nothing left
(money?) whereas if you spend and save
wisely (in moderation), you will have
something for the future (money or some-
thing of comparable value). The hen sym-
bolizes something that continues to yield.
I would recommend you and dad spend a
little more time talking and attempt to
arrive at some middle ground of spending
and saving, even if a small amount.

A reader writes:
You have never written about any psy-

chological factors regarding the previous
Bush-Gore political situation. Is there any-
thing you would like to say or analyze?

Answer: No!

No Loan Too Big, No Loan
Too Small…

Come to the Town Bank for your
commercial loan!

Here’s a partial list of our recent loans and lines of credit . . .
to businesses and organizations just like yours! 

520 South Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908)301-0800 • fax:(908)301-0843
www.townbank.com

I N S U R E D

Manufacturing
Company

$350,000
Equipment Loan

$500,000
Working Capital

Line of Credit

Retail Merchant

$250,000
Mortgage

$125,000
Term Loan

Medical
Professionals

$450,000
Equipment Loan

Law Practice

$250,000
Computer Loan

Construction
Development

$1,000,000
Mortgage

Retail Mall
Owner

$650,000
Mortgage

Non-Profit
Organization

$500,000
Working Capital Loan

Dunkin Donuts Looking
For Larger Space in Town
To Add a Baskin-Robbins

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING FOR A LARGER SPACE...The owner of the Dunkin Donuts store
on Elm Street in Westfield is looking for a larger space to add a Baskin-Robbins
unit. The store will stay open in the meantime.

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The Dunkin Do-
nuts on Elm Street is currently seek-
ing a new location with more space
in order to expand and incorporate a
Baskin-Robbins, revealed owner
Michael Komondy.

Mr. Komondy has owned the Elm
Street Dunkin Donuts franchise for
12 years. He also owns a Dunkin
Donuts inside the Exxon gas station
on Central and South Avenues, as
well as two Dunkin Donuts in
Cranford.

“We are currently in negotiations
with another landlord for a larger
space,” Mr. Komondy said. “And
we’re definitely looking to stay in
Westfield.”

It is a winning combination be-
cause it gives everyone a choice of
desserts, Mr. Komondy observed. He
recently renovated and expanded the
North Avenue Dunkin Donuts in
Cranford to incorporate a Baskin-
Robbins and the South Avenue loca-
tion is due to close next week for
similar renovations.

According to a public relations
spokesman from Dunkin Donuts
headquarters out of Randolph, Mass.,

Dunkin Donuts and Baskin-Robbins
are owned by the same parent com-
pany, Allied Domecq, one of
England’s largest international com-
panies.

Combining the two franchises un-
der one roof is becoming an increas-
ingly popular business enterprise and
has proven to be profitable. The co-
existence of both stores under one
roof has been in practice since 1995.

The space on Elm Street that cur-
rently houses the Dunkin Donuts
would not be big enough to accom-
modate both products, Mr. Komondy
pointed out. He also said that there
are numerous parking problems as-
sociated with that location, which
are not good for business.

“We could get better foot traffic in
another location where there are not
as many parking problems,” Mr.
Komondy remarked. He said the Elm
Street location will remain open un-
til a new location is found.

Dunkin Donuts, founded in 1950,
is the largest coffee, bagel and dough-
nut shop in the world, with 5,000
locations in over 40 countries. They
serve approximately 1.8 million cups
of coffee and 4.5 million doughnuts
each day.

HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Mother Encouraged to Seek
‘Traditional’ Form of Therapy

Sabai Jai: A Westfielder
Enjoys Thai Way of Life

BY JOSEPH URSO

As I was driving alongside a pickup
truck in the northern provinces of Thai-
land, I noticed a family picnic in the bed
of the pickup. I wasn’t surprised, as I have
seen this a hundred times before. The
mother was grilling chicken on an open
flame, then passing it and sticky rice to the
others; the father tossed his young son as
if they were at a playground.

Others were sharing a bottle of whis-
key, enjoying one another’s company.
It seemed like a rolling tailgate party. As
the pickup hit various bumps and pot-
holes, everyone would lift out of the
pickup in unison, then in an instant
resume their normal activity.

To be honest, seeing everyone in the
pickup truck traveling at 70 miles per
hour was a bit nerve-racking. “Isn’t this
the reason why we have child safety seats,
seat belts and, hey, how about seats! And
better yet, where are the police?”

Honestly, could you ever imagine
this scene in Westfield?

I thought of the irony of it all. Com-
ing from tranquil Westfield, I couldn’t
help but think, isn’t this a bit reckless
and irresponsible? Especially since driv-
ing in Thailand is dangerous — very
similar to riding a roller coaster without
a safety harness.

However, this is Thai style. Thai atti-
tude is, if you go out with family and
friends, you just hop in the back of a
pickup and go, enjoy the ride, the food
and the friends. Everyone will share
expenses, food, drink and companion-
ship. Also, not many people have enough
money to afford a vehicle, so Thai like
to help one another. Anyway, no need to
get hung up over something so inconse-
quential as life and death.

After two and half years of living in
Thailand, nothing really surprises me.
Not even a greeting by a 3,000-pound
elephant can draw a jolt.

Thailand is truly a fascinating and
colorful place to live. You are never
more than an hour and a half away from
beautiful mountains and breathtaking
beaches. Everything in Thailand is so

different from New Jersey — language,
religion, food, business practice, cul-
ture, quality of life, entertainment,
weather, etc. Each topic could be an
article of its own.

I don’t know what most Westfielders
think or know (good or bad) about
Thailand, but remember that Thailand
is a developing country, so things that
we take for granted — your way of life
— just don’t exist here. It just means
one has to be adaptable to changing
situations and have a “cool heart.”

Unless you experience or live in a
foreign culture, it can be hard to ex-
plain, but here is an example I am sure
all Westfielders can relate to: In the
Westfield area, there are huge super-
markets — Foodtown, Shop Rite and
Pathmark. Going food shopping with
my mom would be a big deal containing
lists and coupons. We would purchase
enough food to feed an army for a week,
at about $150.

How about in Thailand?
In general, Thai eat several small

meals throughout the day and evening
and nowhere near the large proportions
of food that farang (i.e., westerners) eat.

Thai like fresh food. One can buy
fresh food (seafood, fruits, poultry, meat,
desserts, etc.) at local markets, stalls or
shophouse restaurants that are located
on every street. One can eat inexpensive
Thai food 24/7, anytime and anywhere.
I can just walk out my door, eat and go
home within 15 minutes for a cost of
about 50 cents. Literally, it is more
expensive and time consuming to make
food you would eat at home than it is to
go buy what you want outside. Plus.
add in a little laziness, and so buying
large amounts of food at one time makes
no sense at all for a Thai.

Though, I must admit, I still long for
a good pizza and bagel.

How did a lifelong Westfielder wind
up in Thailand? I am sure you would all
like to know; my parents keep asking,
too. It’s a long story, but I graduated
from Westfield High School in 1988. I
have a bachelor’s degree from Syracuse
University and a master’s degree from
Thunderbird, the American Graduate
School of International Management.

During my graduate studies, I was
fortunate to get a prestigious internship
at the United States Embassy in Thai-
land, performing industry/market analy-
sis. I really liked the country, culture
and people.

Ever since then, and upon completion
of my Master of Business Administra-
tion Degree, I had wanted to return. I put
my skills, contacts and experiences to
good use and am currently a Business
Manager for Ford Credit (Thailand). In
total, I have lived in Thailand for more
than two years and speak Thai well.

If you would like to know more, have
any questions, or are interested in visit-
ing, please email me at
URSOJS@GLOBAL.T-BIRD.EDU

P.S. Sabai Jai means the happy or
contented life.Joseph Urso stops at the Thailand Mae Sai border


