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Gruntal is proud to present a new and powerful 
college savings tool.

The 529 Plan is a college savings plan that allows investors to
save money for higher education on a tax-advantaged basis for use
at any accredited post secondary school, college or university in 
the country.

•  Gain on investments grow federally tax-deferred until withdrawn.
•  When gains are withdrawn they are taxed at the ordinary income   

tax rate of the beneficiary.
•  The donor can change beneficiaries at any time.
•  Money is immediately removed from the taxable estate and 

qualifies for the $10,000 annual gift tax exclusion.
•  Non-qualified withdrawals can be made anytime, subject to a  

penalty of not less than 10%.

For more information on how the 529 Plan can benefit you 
please contact:

Kenneth M. Ford
Vice President – Investments

Gruntal & Co., L.L.C.
150 E. 42nd Street

New York, NY 10017
212/351-4349  or  800/223-8114 

Gruntal & Co., L.L.C.  
Member NYSE/SIPC   
www.gruntal.com
8/01

Are You Concerned  
About Saving Enough  
Money to Send Your  

Children to 
College?

DONALD D. VANARELLI
CERTIFIED ELDER LAW ATTORNEY*

MEDICAID PLANNING • GUARDIANSHIP • PROBATE • SSI
SOCIAL SECURITY • MEDICARE • WILLS • TRUSTS • ESTATES

WILL DISPUTES • NURSING HOME LITIGATION • RETIREMENT PLANNING

• Fewer than 1 in 3,000 NJ attorneys are Board - Certified in Elder Law

By the National Elder Law Foundation,
Accredited by the American Bar Association

REGISTERED GUARDIAN
By the National Guardianship Association

WESTFIELD • 908-232-7400
dvanarelli.lawoffice.com

OWEN BRAND

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local (908) 789-2730
            Toll Free (888) 489-9680
                         Pager (908) 535-8244
                                      obrand@ivymortgage.com

Licenced Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing lender

Life Feeling Upside Down?
Maybe I Can Help...

 �Individual / Couples

 �Adolescents / Families

  �Group Therapy

 �Alcohol / Drug Treatment

 �Gay / Lesbian Concerns

 �Consultation

David A. Manning, LCSW, CADC
(Union County Area)

Please Call For Appointment
Tel./Fax: (908) 232-4347

E-Mail: Froyd123@aol.com

*Limited Time Only

Experience a Shifman handmade mattress – the most

comfortable mattress in the world. Every Ultra Premium

Set is crafted entirely by hand, combining 100%

cotton upholstery, a unique hand-tufting

process, and eight-way hand-tied

boxsprings. Ensuring the

most durable and 

luxurious bedding ever.

Come in now and you’ll

enjoy some very 

comfortable savings.

Save 35-50% plus up to $100 instant rebate*

SLEEP BETTER WITH $100 IN YOUR POCKET.SLEEP BETTER WITH $100 IN YOUR POCKET.

*Saturn
Sugg. Sale After
Retail Rebate**

Twin ea. pc. $920 $499 $474
Full ea. pc. $1120 $599 $574
Queen set $2480 $1349 $1249
King set $3520 $1899 $1799

*Savoy
Sugg. Sale After
Retail Rebate**

Twin ea. pc. $800 $429 $404
Full ea. pc. $970 $529 $504
Queen set $2170 $1169 $1069
King set $3070 $1649 $1549

Crystal
Sugg. Sale
Retail

Twin ea. pc. $310 $169
Full ea. pc. $420 $229
Queen set $1070       $599
King set $1510       $799

Bancroft
Sugg. Sale
Retail

Twin ea. pc. $240 $119
Full ea. pc. $360 $189

*Applies to Ultra Premium sets only ($50 rebate twin & full, $100 rebate queen & king).
**After Rebate prices based on purchase of complete set - no rebate on purchase of mattress or boxspring only.MONDAY-SATURDAY 10-5:30 • THURSDAY EVENINGS ‘TIL 9 PM • SUNDAY 1-5

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, New Jersey 07069 • (908) 756-7623
33 Forest Avenue, Hawthorne, New Jersey 07506 • (973) 427-1848

sports complex could attract the atten-
tion of the numerous softball, baseball,
football, soccer and cricket teams across
the state who are clamoring for playing
space. Despite Scotch Plains’ desire to
manage the complex, there could be
pressure to allow access through nearly
continuous use, which would severely
impact traffic, noise and light pollution
in the area.

Whatever the statutory requirements
for the protection of wetlands, current
scientific knowledge indicates that any
intrusion into the reservation at the pro-
posed site would threaten the wetland
and upland habitats of protected wood
turtles in the reservation.

Recently, Scotch Plains moved to sell
its open space holdings in the 11.7-acre
tract on Fanwood Avenue. Selling off

open space and asking for county open
space is counterproductive to the preser-
vation of open space in the county.

The proposed sports complex would
rest on a significant American Indian
site that has never studied using modern
archaeological methods.

Given the current concern over West
Nile Virus, the sitting of playing fields
within the actual swamp will surely cre-
ate significant conflict between sports
attendees and environmental needs to
maintain an adequate food chain within
the sensitive wetlands habitat.

William T. Fidurski
Chairman

Clark Environmental Commission
Clark

More Letters to the Editor

Developing Ballfields At Ashbrook
Would Present Potential Problems
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TAKING A TOUR…State Assemblymen Thomas Kean, Jr. and Richard H.
Bagger of Westfield, at left, listen to Gerald M. Ellner, right, President of
Synergy, Inc. in Cranford, explain how his company’s product is packaged and
marketed. They are pictured during a recent tour sponsored by the New Jersey
Business and Industry Association (NJBIA). Also pictured are James Sinclair,
center, First Vice President of the NJBIA, and Mr. Ellner’s son, Todd. Synergy
manufacturers pillowcases, comforters, pillow shams and duvet covers.

By STEVEN KRAKAUER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch Plains
property taxes increased almost 8 per-
cent this year, marking the largest in-
crease in the past seven years. To many
residents, who flooded the municipal
tax office with questions and com-
plaints, the move came as a surprise.

Over the last six years, Scotch Plains
property taxes have increased at an
average of less than 3 percent. This
year’s levity was 5.26 percent.

In a report put out three weeks ago
by the Tax Office of Scotch Plains, the
township notes that on property as-
sessed at $100,000, the municipal tax
increase would be $40 per year. Last
year there was no municipal property
tax increase.

This year, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education increase
was more than triple that of last year,
jumping from an $80 to $290 increase.

Also, the Union County tax increase
was $50 this year, up from $30 in
2000.

Jack Panosh, a Scotch Plains resi-
dent, said that when he contacted Tax
Assessor Marie Davis, she informed
him that “people were coming in in
droves” to complain about the tax
increase.

Ms. Davis did not return numerous
phone calls requesting comment.

The largest increase this year was
that of the Board of Education. Board
President Dr. Donald E. Sheldon said
that he “had heard” of the large num-
ber of complaints by local citizens
regarding the tax increase.

He said, however, that there is good
reason for the increase.

“We have a significant increase in

enrollment at all schools, which means
we’ll also have to cover the cost of
additional teachers that are hired due
to the increased enrollment,” he said.

He also said that 80 percent of the
school budget goes to personnel costs
of the Board of Education. There is
also a small increase due to the New
Facilities Bond Referendum that was
passed last year.

Mr. Panosh sees a problem with the
increases.

“In this time of economic downturn
where everything is in the negative,
the Board of Education has the gall to
do major building projects,” he said.
“It’s just too much all at once in a time
where people can’t afford it.”

Dr. Sheldon said the board has al-
ways been diligent in its attempts to
keep taxes low. “The board has made
great efforts in the last two years to
maintain as low an increase as possible;
however, now we’re facing reality.”

The Board President also said that
the tax increase will be much greater
in Fanwood next year, and will be
significantly lower in Scotch Plains.

Some citizens can see a reason for
the increase. Angelo Zanfardino, a
local business and propoerty owner
said, “Nobody likes when they (town
officials) increase taxes, but if it’s a
must for the well-being of the com-
munity, then we should let it be.”

Still, Mr. Panosh feels the town
shouldn’t have overwhelmed citizens.
“They shoved everything into one
project. It’s just unconscionable,” he
said.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Carol
B. Choye and Township Manager Rich-
ard E. Atkins did not return phone calls.

Tax Increase Surprises
Scotch Plains Residents

See us in the Verizon Yellow Pages.
Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a

Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.
(908) 789-9000INJURY CASES

Jim Hely

A
• Life Insurance
• Disability Insurance
• Long Term Care
• Employee Benefits

      908.233.0920

Art
Ammermuller
“Helping People”

County Opts Against
Developing Ashbrook
For Soccer, Ball Fields

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Citing sev-
eral environmental concerns, the
Union County Board of Freeholders
this week decided not to move ahead
on a project that would allow Scotch
Plains to develop a small portion of
the Ashbrook Reservation into badly-
needed ball fields.

In a letter on Tuesday to Mayor
Martin L. Marks, Union County
Deputy County Manager George
Devanney said the Freeholders deci-
sion was “due to the serious environ-
mental concerns” identified by an
environmental engineer hired by the
county, “including the eradication of
nearly 2,000 mature trees.”

Also cited was the potential for
increased flooding in the communi-
ties near Scotch Plains.

Expressing his disappointment with
the county’s decision, Ray Poerio,
Director of Parks and Recreation in
Scotch Plains, said local officials “will
continue to take a look and see if any
open space is available.” He told The
Leader and The Times that the town-
ship has already conducted an inven-
tory of potential properties for parks
and ball fields, “but none [of the
owners] were willing to sell at a rea-
sonable price.”

“Our backs are kind of up against
the wall,” he continued. “In a 9.6
square mile town, there’s not a whole
lot of room to do anything. Hopefully,
something will break free.”

The township government first
signed a letter of intent with the county
two years ago to explore development

of a corner of the reservation, via a $1
per year, 99-year lease, and build two
ball fields and two soccer fields.

Since that time, Scotch Plains spent
more than $100,000 on engineering
and environmental studies to make
sure the project was feasible. The
Township Council also heard the con-
cerns of local, neighboring and re-
gional environmental groups about
the planned development. Earlier in
the summer, Mayor Marks, who was
unavailable for comment for this story,
urged the freeholders to make a final
decision on the project before Sep-
tember.

“In performing an internal impact/
benefit analysis,” the county’s letter
to Mayor Marks said, “the county
measured potential adverse impacts
that could occur as a result of the
proposed development. Specifically
considered were the alteration of the
natural environment, the degradation
of water quality, the disturbance to
natural wildlife, and the disturbance
to the surrounding environment.”

Other considerations figuring in the
rejection of the development included
“increased traffic pollution through
the reservation, resulting in additional
automobile exhaust” and “the need
for more information on the potential
prehistoric archeological significance
of the Ashbrook Reservation.”

Mr. Devanney urged Scotch Plains
officials to consider seeking funds
from the county’s Open Space Trust
Fund to develop athletic fields else-
where in town. Mr. Poerio said this
was something that “we’ll take full
advantage of.”


