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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK
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15 East Broad St. Westfield, NJ
908-654-6440

IN UNION COUNTY, IT’S:

FOR CELLULAR PHONES, BEEPERS & PAGERS

StaStaStaStaStay Ofy Ofy Ofy Ofy Offffff R R R R Route 22oute 22oute 22oute 22oute 22
Find Everything You Want
Locally & Conveniently
Including:
• Cellular Plans
   For Everyones Needs
• Personalized
   Service

Fax : 908-654-6441

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION

OWNER OPERATED • SERVING UNION CO.

��������	���
����������������
�������
�

Verizon Wireless said it has completed a 14-month
construction program to enable customers to use their cell
phones in all the train tunnels connecting Manhattan to
the outside world.

The Bedminster-based company, the nation’s
largest wireless carrier, already has started tunnel service
in the Holland, Lincoln and East River tubes.

-John T Ward

By STEPHEN CHIGER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Not every
town has a police chief with a double
identity, but that’s exactly the case in
Mountainside, where the name James
Debbie, Jr. can be found on the name-
plate for both the chief of police and
the borough administrator.

To get an idea of what it’s like,
imagine a work week between 60 to
70 hours – the amount of time that
Chief Debbie says it takes to do both
jobs combined.

He spends about 40 of those hours
at the police station – his first love
and primary role for the town.

And it’s no surprise. Police work,
one could say, is in Mr. Debbie’s
blood.

His grandfather, for example, was
a lieutenant on the Mountainside
force; his oldest son is a detective for
the Union County Police Depart-
ment. But “it was my father,” a deli-
catessen owner, said Chief Debbie,
who encouraged him to take the test
to become an officer in 1971.

Since then, the once-typewriter
company employee moved up the

ranks from patrolman, to sergeant,
lieutenant and four years ago to chief,
a position that he supplemented by
becoming the borough’s part-time
administrator two years ago.

Because a Borough Administrator
helps determine the municipal bud-
get, Mr. Debbie needs to have a good
sense of finance. Perhaps then it’s no
surprise that one of his biggest initia-
tives as Chief of Police has involved
money – according to Chief Debbie,
one of the first things he did as chief
was to begin applying for federal and
state grant money.

Mr. Debbie said that before he
took office, the department didn’t
apply for government funds, but that
since then it has received five grants,
totaling over $300,000. These grants
have supported the hiring of addi-
tional officers and clerical staff, the
placement of officers in schools, and
updating of equipment.

A $125,000 technology grant is
now in the works, he said, which will
go toward placing laptops in cars – a
program either in development or

already adopted in surrounding
towns. This project would supple-
ment the upgrades made to the
department’s in-house computer sys-
tem two years ago.

“I’d be very surprised if we don’t
(receive the funding),” said Mr.
Debbie of the borough’s chances of
being awarded the money. “There’s
lots of money out there and you’ve
got to go out and look for it,” he
added, saying that he was unsure of
why Mountainside hadn’t done so in
the past.

Like other chiefs in the area, Mr.
Debbie has a “service, service, ser-
vice” philosophy towards police work.
Beyond looking to strengthen his
department’s technology and resources,
he also developed some community
policing initiatives, starting a bicycle
patrol and a Police Athletic League.

The Mountainside Chief also cre-
ated an Emergency Service Unit
which assists the volunteer rescue
squad during work hours, when vol-
unteers leave the area for jobs and
help becomes sparse.

The interplay between his two jobs
began two years ago when former
Administrator Greg Bonin left, sug-
gesting that the administrator posi-
tion be made a part-time job. Mr.
Debbie said the job offer came as a
surprise to him, but after a six-month
trial period, he felt he could handle
both positions.

The Chief said there haven’t been
any conflicts of interest yet, noting
that he is particularly careful to be
even-handed.

Being Borough Administrator, tra-
ditionally the immediate boss of the
police chief, is “just one step up, so to
speak,” said Mr. Debbie, who not
only oversees the department’s bud-
get but that of the entire town. Ac-
cording to him, the split professions
are “an advantage because I think as
a police chief you have your finger on
the pulse of the town and that cer-
tainly assists me (as Administrator).”

“It’s a lot of time, but it’s a lot of
enjoyment,” he said about the work.

“It’s great to be a part of the town’s
future, and that’s what I feel I am.”

NJ Jobless Rate
Drops Half Point
TRENTON – New Jersey’s

economy fell half a percentage point
in July, from 4.5 to 4 percent, the
largest decline since January 1993,
according to the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Labor.

“New Jersey’s unemployment rate
has been at a healthy level all year as
it has moved month to month in a
range from 3.6 percent to 4.5 per-
cent,” said New Jersey Labor Com-
missioner Mark B. Boyd, a Westfield
resident.

Department analysts explained that
the .5 percentage point decline in
July’s seasonally adjusted jobless
rate.

*  *  *  *  *

Ventura Stumps
For Schluter

EAST BRUNSWICK — Seeking
to jump start his slumping Guberna-
torial campaign, State Senator Will-
iam Schluter (R-23, Hunterdon,
Mercer and Warren) brought Minne-
sota Governor and former profes-
sional wrestler, Jesse Ventura, to New
Jersey for a fundraiser Monday night.

Mr. Schluter of Pennington, 73, is
running for Governor as an Indepen-
dent candidate.

The candidate has raised only
slightly more than $100,000 in cam-
paign funds, far less than the $230,000
is needs to receive state matching
funds and a change to appear in
televised debates with front runners
Jim McGreevey and Bret Schundler.

Early estimates were that the cam-
paign raised between $25,000 and
$50,000, far less than had been hoped.

Tickets for the Governor Ventura
event ranged from $100 to $1,000.

*  *  *  *  *

State PBA, Sierra
Back McGreevey
TRENTON — Democratic Gu-

bernatorial candidate Jim McGreevey
last week received the endorsement
of the 24,000-member New Jersey
Chapter of the Sierra Club and the
New Jersey State Policemen’s Be-
nevolent Association, which repre-
sents over 33,000 state, county and
local law enforcement officers.

*  *  *  *  *

West Nile Grant
Given to County
TRENTON — The New Jersey

Department of Health and Senior
Services has awarded Union and
Morris Counties a joint $70,000 grant
to bolster local planning, education
and prevention efforts related to the
West Nile virus.

The money will enable the coun-
ties to hire a coordinator to bolster
education and prevention efforts of
the West Nile virus.

Also receiving grants part of the
$490,000 program were Bergen,
Burlington, Camden and Hunterdon
Counties. Joints awards were re-
ceived by Atlantic and Cape May,
Monmouth and Ocean Counties.

The virus, detected for the first
time in the Western Hemisphere in
September 1999 in birds found in
New York City and Westchester
County, is transmitted through the
bite of a mosquito that has picked up
the virus by feeding on an infected
bird.

In 2000, a total of six New Jersey
residents became ill and one died
due to West Nile virus.

*  *  *  *  *

Bus. Not As Usual
Theme for Dems

TRENTON – Linda D. Stender of
Fanwood and Ellen Steinberg of
Chatham are among 26 women can-
didates for the State Legislature who
have vowed to “fight to change busi-
ness as usual in Trenton.”

According to the New Jersey
Democratic State Committee, their
agenda includes providing better
schools, health care and government
and providing a cleaner environment.

In addition they have advocated the
enforcement of existing gun control
laws, upholding a woman’s right to
choose on abortion and continuing
access to family planning services.

Mrs. Stender, a Union County Free-
holder and former Mayor and Coun-
cilwoman in Fanwood, is running for
the Assembly in the 22nd Legislative
District which includes Scotch Plains
and Fanwood.

Ms. Steinberg is the State Senate
candidate in the 21st Legislative Dis-
trict, which includes Westfield and
Mountainside.

News Highlights

Stephen Chiger for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Mountainside Police Chief James Debbie, Jr.

James Debbie Sees Advantages as Chief/Administrator
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