
OUR 111th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 51-111 FIFTY CENTS (908) 232-4407Thursday, August  30, 2001USPS 680020
Periodical – Postage Paid at Westfield, N.J.

Published Every Thursday
Since 1890

INDEXINDEXINDEXINDEXINDEX
A&E...............Page 15
Classifieds......Page 12
Editorial ........ Page 4

Education........Page 14
Obituary..........Page 13

Religious ....... Page 7
Social ............ Page 6
Sports ............ Page 9

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Suspect In Westfield House Robberies Caught
After Allegedly Robbing Home of Middlesex Cop

By STEVEN KRAKAUER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A 31-year-old South Plainfield man
was arrested early Friday morning in
Middlesex and charged with four
counts of burglary, four counts of
theft and criminal mischief in con-
nection with four recent robberies at
Westfield residencies.

The offender, Craig Grant, was
apprehended by a Middlesex officer
whose house had just been burglar-
ized by Grant. The officer immedi-
ately contacted Westfield police, who
had previously informed neighbor-
ing towns of the fugitive theft sus-
pect.

Westfield Police Officers Barron
Chambliss and Eric L. Lieberman,
who had been following the case

since the beginning of August, re-
sponded to the call and arrested Grant
at the scene of the crime. They inter-
viewed the man about his connection
to the other burglaries, and he con-
fessed to all the wrong doings, police
said.

Police stated that Grant was easily
caught due to the fact that his car
stalled during his attempt to escape.
He was also under the influence of
heroin at the time of his arrest, but
was not in possession of any narcot-
ics.

Since early August, two houses on
Summit Avenue and two houses on
Hyslip Avenue were broken into.
Westfield detectives were able to
connect the burglaries due to simi-
larities in method, Westfield Police

Detective Lieutenant Frank Brunelle
said.

Grant’s technique for the robber-
ies was to break into the house through
a window at 3 or 4 a.m. while the
residents were sleeping. Another
connection was made through the
items taken from the house. Many of
the items had more sentimental value
than cash value, Officer Chambliss
said.

“The man also had some of the
proceeds from the previous burglar-
ies in his car at the time,” Officer
Chambliss stated.

While trying to nail down a sus-
pect, Westfield officers fingerprinted
and collected evidence, as well as
conducted many resident interviews,
from each of the burglary sites. Of-

ficers Chambliss and Lieberman then
analyzed the data and were able to
narrow the search to Grant.

“It was a commendable job for
Chambliss and Lieberman. They re-
ally did a nice job,” Lieutenant
Brunelle said.

Grant is being held in the
Middlesex County Jail on $25,000
bail from Westfield and a $50,000
additional bail from Middlesex.

He will either be tried in both
Westfield and Middlesex or the
charges may merge to Westfield due
to the majority of the offenses occur-
ring in Westfield, Lieutenant Brunelle
said.

Grant could face five to seven years
for each of the nine charges, authori-
ties stated.

Westfield Public Schools Open
Wed., September 5 for New Year

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Due to increasing enrollments and
curriculum changes throughout the
public school system, Westfield has

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Mailing Lateness of Tax Bills Blamed
On Delay of State Aid Figures, Processing

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

This year’s tax bills in several
municipalities in Union County in-
cluding Westfield, Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, were mailed two to three
weeks behind schedule. Various
sources have indicated to The
Westfield Leader conflicting accounts
as to the cause of that delay.

According to Fanwood’s Tax Col-
lector, Colleen Huehn, the two-fold
delay was caused by a computer
system changeover at the county
level, in addition to state aid budget
figures arriving late.

The county is responsible for print-
ing the municipal tax bills after re-

ceiving aid figures from the state and
tax figures from each municipality.

The municipal tax bills are made
up of three amounts, including mu-
nicipal, school and county taxes.

Sources told The Leader that the
county and the state were not at
fault for the delay and that the
delay was due to the municipalities
submitting their figures late to the
county. The Assistant Tax Admin-
istrator at the Union County Taxa-
tion Board of Taxation would not
comment on the issue and the
County Tax Administrator, John K.
Meeker, Jr. did not return calls to
The Leader.

The municipal tax bills for

Westfield, Scotch Plains and
Fanwood usually go out by the be-
ginning or middle of July, with a due
date sometime in mid-August. Ac-
cording to state statute, the tax dead-
line must be extended by 25 days
after the mailing date in each mu-
nicipality. The tax bills for those
municipalities were not mailed until
late July, and the payment deadlines
were extended by a few weeks until
late August depending on the exact
mailing date in each town.

“The delay was no fault of the
town’s. In all fairness to the taxpay-
ers, we voted to extend the dead-
line,” Scotch Plains Town Manager
Thomas E. Atkins said.

Some bank interest was lost in
each municipality for the two-week
delay, but those figures were not yet
available, said Ann Switzer, Westfield
Tax Collector for Westfield.

Sources who wished to remain
anonymous said that this is not the
first time that the county was late
in printing the tax bills and that
delays have occurred on several
occasions.

Thank You, Em, From WestfieldThank You, Em, From WestfieldThank You, Em, From WestfieldThank You, Em, From WestfieldThank You, Em, From Westfield

hired 40 new teachers, 10 to fill new
positions and 30 to replace those
who have retired or resigned. In ad-
dition to the new teachers, a second
computer technician will be placed
at each of the middle schools and a
technology support position at each
of Westfield’s six elementary schools.

Although the total number of stu-
dents has only increased from 5,349
last year to approximately 5,400 this
year, increasing numbers of elemen-
tary students moving up into the
middle schools and high school and
the addition of language arts to the
lower and middle school grades ne-
cessitated the staffing increases, of-
ficials have acknowledged.

New staff administrators include
Dr. Mary B. Fleck, Principal of
Franklin Elementary School and
Carol Swann-Daniels, Supervisor of
Instructional Technology.

A new math curriculum for kin-
dergarten through fifth grade, origi-
nally introduced as a pilot program
two years ago, will be implemented
this fall.

Approximately 850 parents indi-
cated in a survey that they were in
favor of the new math program, called
Everyday Math. Teachers partici-
pated in training workshops for the
new math program this summer.

Spanish will be a part of the fifth
grade curriculum for the first time
this year and will continue to be
taught to second and third graders as
well. The eighth grade Spanish and
French courses have been rewritten
to accommodate the students’ more
advanced background.

A new social studies curriculum
has been established for grades five
through eight. In addition, a revised
industrial problem-solving course
will be offered in grades seven and
eight. A revised Library/Media cur-
riculum that integrates district tech-
nology has been established for kin-
dergarten through 12th grade.

For the 2001-2002 school year,
close to $50,000 in library computer
upgrades, are planned for Roosevelt
and Edison Intermediate Schools and
Westfield High School.

The technology area has been re-
defined with technical and adminis-
trative responsibilities now under the
direction of the Business Adminis-
trator and Secretary for the Westfield
Board of Education Robert A.
Berman. The curriculum portion of
the technology spectrum will be un-
der the supervision of Ms. Swann-

Daniels.
The school board recently ap-

proved a new technology plan for
2001 to 2004, which will incorpo-
rate technology into curriculum re-
visions, staff development, hiring
and evaluation practices and admin-
istrative uses.

Benchmarks have been established
for technology upgrades and teacher
training in this area.

The plan calls for replacing all
classroom computers every five
years, laptops and library computers
every three years and labs and serv-
ers every four years.

More than 1,600 computers in the
district are now ready for use by
students and teachers as a result of
the efforts of student technicians who
cleaned hardware and installed new
software this summer.

Projection equipment was pur-
chased with an $18,000 grant from
the Education Fund of Westfield,
allowing teachers to connect their
laptops to the projectors, which can
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Known as “Mr. Westfield” or “Em”
to townsfolk who knew him best, H.
Emerson Thomas, Westfield Mayor
in the 1950s, died Saturday, August
25, at his home. He was 98 and lived
in Westfield since 1942.

Mr. Thomas served as a Council-
man, during which time he led the
town during the financing and con-
struction of the Town Hall. The prop-
erty, alongside Mindowaskin Park,
was almost developed for apartments.

Beyond his six years as Mayor and
four years as a Town Councilman,
Mr. Thomas’ contributions to
Westfield were numerous. From his
role as one of the founders of the
Westfield Foundation, to his active
involvement with the Westfield Y
Board of Trustees and helping create
the United Fund of Westfield, Mr.
Thomas was active
in Westfield up until
the last few weeks
of his life.

Professionally,
Mr. Thomas was
known for his exper-
tise in the liquefied
petroleum gas indus-
try where he earned
the nickname, “Mr.
LP-Gas.”

Mr. Thomas told
former Westfield
Town Historian
Ralph H. Jones in
1981 that he and his
wife, Helen, moved
to the Stoneleigh
Park section of town
from Long Island in
1940, saying
Westfield was a good
community which
had industry.

He quickly be-
came involved in
Westfield by attend-
ing meetings of the governing body.
This sparked the interests of the
Mayor at the time, Charles Bailey,
who requested that Mr. Thomas fill a

vacancy on the Town
Council. He was subse-
quently elected to four
more years as a Coun-
cilman. He was later
elected to the office of
Mayor, where he served
six years.

While serving as
Mayor, Mr. Thomas in-
stituted a town beautifi-
cation program, which
included preserving the
Colonial architecture of
the town, as well as
planting of trees and de-
veloping off-street park-
ing lots in the business
district.

Mr. Thomas started a
policy of consolidating
lots in town, then sell-
ing them back and forth

with other resi-
dents – the re-
sult was in-
creased build-
ing lots in town.

The sites of
Tamaques El-
e m e n t a r y
School and the
athletic field on
Rahway Av-
enue behind
Westfield High
School are both
properties that
were acquired,
consol idated
this way and
made available
for the commu-
nity.

Mr. Thomas
was also consid-

ered a leader in the acquisition and
development of off-street parking.
The municipal parking lots behind
the Rialto Theatre and the lot off of

Prospect Street came about during
Mayor Thomas’ tenure.

He was a leader in the acquisition
of the train station building from the
Central Jersey Railroad. Former
Mayor Bud Boothe noted that hav-
ing ownership of the train station has
given Westfield a good deal of lever-
age in its deals with NJ Transit.

Perhaps one of the biggest contri-
butions Mayor Thomas made to
Westfield was in how the town fi-
nanced the construction of the
Westfield Town Hall on East Broad
Street.

Through a method utilizing a com-
bination of annual appropriations and
withdrawals from the town surplus
and spending money acquired in real
estate deals from 1951 to 1955, the
town came up with the $850,000
needed to build the structure. Thus
the Town Hall was essentially con-
structed with cash.

Mayor Thomas also helped create
the Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad
as a separate entity, locating it on

Spring Street – now
Watterson Street.
He also started a
town beatification
program by putting
trees back in down-
town Westfield and
encouraged local
developers to ad-
here to a Colonial
theme and to de-
velop the rear sides
of their properties.

In appreciation
for his efforts on
behalf of Westfield,
the Town Council
erected a fountain
in the center of the
pond at
Mindowaskin Park,
known as the H.
Emerson Thomas
Fountain.

Mr. Boothe noted
Mr. Thomas’ recent
interest in town is-
sues ranging from

the ShopRite supermarket (under
construction in Garwood and which
had originally been planned in
Westfield) to the proposed parking
deck. Mr. Thomas was a strong pro-
ponent of both the ShopRite and the
deck.

During his administration, Mayor
Thomas had also proposed to reroute
traffic to create one-way traffic in the
downtown area. This would have
involved shaving property off the
front lawn of The Presbyterian

H. Emerson Thomas, Former
Westfield Mayor, Dead at 98

Leader Office to Close
For Labor Day; Early
Deadline Scheduled
WESTFIELD -- The office of

The Westfield Leader will be
closed on Monday, September
3, Labor Day. All press releases,
legal notices, and classifieds
must be in the office by tomor-
row, Friday, August 31, in order
to be considered for the edition
of September 6.

From the files of The Westfield Leader
MR. WESTFIELD…H. Emerson Thomas, left, received special recognition
from the United States Congress at a 50th anniversary celebration of the
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce in October of 1998. Mr. Thomas, who
turned 96 that year, was cited for his outstanding and valuable service to the
town. Former Chamber President, Union County Freeholder, Westfield Coun-
cilman and longtime friend Arthur Fried, shared the podium with Mr. Thomas.

Courtesy of The Westfield Foundation
GOVERNOR MEETS MR. WESTFIELD…Then-New Jersey Governor Chris-
tine Todd Whitman met former Westfield Mayor H. Emerson Thomas, a
founding father of the Westfield Foundation, during the foundation’s 25th
anniversary celebration on December 4, 2000.

Courtesy of Linda Maggio
A DEAR FRIEND…Executive Director of the United Fund of Westfield,
Linda Maggio, embraces her dear friend, H. Emerson Thomas, during
a celebration marking his 96th birthday in November of 1998.

From the files of The Westfield Leader
EMERITUS TRUSTEE…Recognized
for his service to the Westfield Adult
School, H. Emerson Thomas was hon-
ored in May 1999 with emeritus dis-
tinction by the school. Mr. Thomas was
joined by Trustees Board President
Lawrence Pargot.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
A NEW YEAR…Westfield students
will return to their respective public
schools on Wednesday, September 5.
Pictured above, Wilson Elementary
School pupils took time to pose for the
cameras before doors opened for the
2000-2001 academic year.
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Westfield Public Schools
To Open Doors Wednesday

Teacher Contract Talks Stalled In SP-F;
Next Bargaining Session Set for Sept. 12

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- Teacher con-
tract negotiations for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district have
been stalled. After 13 meetings this
year, the Board of Education has
declared an impasse, which has al-
lowed the district to apply for a State-
supplied mediator to assist both sides
in reaching a settlement.

Board President Dr. Donald
Sheldon told The Westfield Leader
that protesters from the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Education Association
(SPFEA) picketed the Board of Edu-
cation at their last negotiation meet-
ing on August 22 to encourage both
sides to reach a settlement.

SPFEA President, Edward
Leonard, also wrote a Letter to the
Editor of The Leader, stating that the
conflict was over inadequate salaries
and benefits. That letter was pub-
lished in The Leader on August 23.

Dr. Sheldon told The Leader that
the formulas for determining those
amounts are complex and based on
many factors, which must be taken
into account when comparing num-
bers between districts.

According to New Jersey state stat-
ute, the teachers are working under
last year’s contract until the new one
is settled, which is then applied ret-
roactively to end of the previous
contract, Dr. Sheldon explained.

Dr. Sheldon said that the quality of
education in the classrooms is still
the same level of excellence, despite
the delayed settlement, while Mr.
Leonard claimed, in his letter, “the
continuing pattern of difficult nego-
tiations has created an atmosphere of
low morale, which in turn has an
impact on the educational programs.”

The delay in settling the contracts
in past years has typically resulted in
teachers not performing certain func-
tions, which they believe are not
mandated by their contracts, such as
after-school activities and decorat-
ing classrooms or bulletin boards.

“Both sides are being reasonable
from where they see reality,” Dr.
Sheldon remarked. “However, the
board has to look at what can be
afforded. We have an obligation to
meet the needs of the students, the
teachers and the taxpayers,” he added.

In his letter, Mr. Leonard accused
the district of not paying its teachers
as much as other neighboring dis-

tricts.
“Scotch Plains cannot compete

with neighboring districts for new
teachers by offering almost $5,000
less in salary and reduced insurance
benefits,” Mr. Leonard said in his
letter.

He also said that veteran employ-
ees have accepted better pay and
improved working conditions else-
where.

When contacted by The Leader,
Mr. Leonard said the district has had
a history of protracted negotiations,
which is giving the district a negative
reputation.

“The district’s history of difficult
and prolonged contract negotiations,
which you don’t see in surrounding
districts, is impacting on how we’re
viewed by teachers,” Mr. Leonard
remarked.

“You can’t keep the same quality
of education with a zero based bud-
get,” Mr. Leonard remarked. “Conti-

Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

nuity is difficult to achieve with the
high rate at which teachers leave the
district due to these settlement prob-
lems.”

He said that he doesn’t understand
where the tax money is going as
Scotch Plains and Fanwood have rela-
tively high taxes, but one of the low-
est teacher-benefits packages in
Union County.

“The question is what are the
taxes being spent on?” he ques-
tioned.

Mr. Leonard said that the teachers
have been advised not to do any
summer work during the months of
July and August, that are not in their
contracts, such as readying their
classrooms, which is voluntary, until
the negotiations are settled. There
are no plans to picket at this time, Mr.
Leonard said.

The district has used the same
professional, negotiating firm for the
past 25 years, Mr. Leonard related.

The teacher’s union has also used the
same negotiator for many years.

“I can only speak for our side
and say that the negotiator for the
teachers has the utmost quality of
professional skills, which he brings
to the table,” Mr. Leonard com-
mented.

Sources have suggested that per-
haps a personality conflict between
these two long-standing negotiators
may be a contributing factor to the
continuing consternation between the
two sides.

There are approximately 115
school districts out of a total of over
600 districts throughout New Jersey
that are still in contract negotiations
at this time.

The next negotiation meeting
could not be scheduled until
Wednesday, September 12, due to
scheduling conflicts on the part of
the SPFEA, according to Dr.
Sheldon.

then display curriculum contents
for classroom viewing.

Westfield Public Schools also ac-
cepted a Union County Access 2000
Grant to supplement purchases of
elementary classroom computers
in the amount of $6,000. Every
classroom now has access to the
Internet.

New assignments include the pro-
motions of Dr. Margaret Dolan to
Assistant Superintendent of Human
Resources. Dr. Dolan was formerly
the Principal of Franklin School.
Claudia Andreski, who was for-
merly a teacher at Jefferson El-
ementary School, was promoted to
the position of Assistant Principal
at Franklin School.

Additional cafeteria staff has
been hired and the district is still
seeking to fill the positions of sub-
stitute teachers and additional
lunchtime supervisors.

A new position of groundskeeper
will be responsible for maintaining
all of the school fields. This posi-
tion was approved after the board
conducted a comprehensive study,
conducted by a professional engi-
neering firm, to evaluate the condi-
tion and the maintenance needs of
11 Board of Education school
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H. Emerson Thomas, Former
Westfield Mayor, Dead at 98
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fields.
Michael Disko Associates of

Kenilworth conducted the study and
presented their findings at a special
meeting of the Board of Education
on February 7 to the board and to
the public.

Design plans for a new addition
to Westfield High School are cur-
rently under review by the State,
said Mr. Berman. Once approved,
the district hopes to award the con-
tract for construction by late Janu-
ary or early February. Some demo-
lition may take place as soon as the
contract is awarded. Four portable
classrooms will be demolished and
those classes will be transferred to
the armory across the street until
the new addition is complete.

Enrollment at the high school is
expected to grow from 1,360 this
year, to over 1,700 over the next
few years.

Westfield Public Schools will
open on Wednesday, September 5,
at the following times:

Westfield High School, 8:30 a.m.;
Edison and Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate Schools, 8:15 a.m.; Elementary
Schools (grade 1 to 5) 8:45 a.m.;
kindergarten (a.m.) 8:50 a.m., and
kindergarten (p.m.) 12:30 p.m.

WESTFIELD POLICE BLOTTER
TUESDAY, AUGUST 21

• A Colonial Avenue resident reported
that someone knocked down sections of a
wooden fence in his front yard and smashed
several eggs against his motor vehicle.

• A Raymond Street resident reported that
an unknown person opened an account at a
store using her name, address and Social
Security number. The person then charged
$1,300 worth of merchandise from the store,
police said.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 22
• A burglary occurred at an apartment on

Carleton Road, although it was undeter-
mined if anything was missing from the
premises. The person or individuals respon-
sible forcibly entered the dwelling through
the front door, according to police.

• A bicycle was reported stolen from the
south side Westfield train station bicycle
rack.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 23
    • Daniel Kaltneckar, 20, of Westfield was
arrested in the 1200 block of South Avenue
and charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana. He was re-
leased on his own recognizance.
   • A Hyslip Avenue resident reported a
burglary at his home, in which $150 in cash,
along with personal papers, were removed
from the premises.
   • A Magna model Glacier Point mountain
bicycle was reported stolen from the north
side bicycle rack at the Westfield train sta-
tion. The approximate value of the bicycle
and lock for it is $90.

FRIDAY,  AUGUST 24
    • A resident of Mountain Avenue reported
the theft of a cellular telephone from an East
Broad Street eatery.

   • Police reported that someone wrote the
word “thug” with a white permanent marker
across the front of a motor vehicle on South
Avenue.
    • A Park Street resident reported that a
pocketbook containing approximately $180
in currency, as well as personal papers, was
removed from her minivan.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 25
   • A motor vehicle belonging to a Westfield
resident was struck with two rocks at Elm
Street and Sylvania Place, causing damage
to the trunk and bumper. No complaints had
been filed at press time.

SUNDAY,  AUGUST 26
   • A bicycle valued at $500 was reported
stolen by an unknown person from the rear
driveway of a Boulevard property. The inci-
dent is said to have occurred in April.
    • Anthony Brown, 19, of Westfield was
arrested at police headquarters and charged
with resisting arrest, obstruction of administra-
tion of law and disorderly conduct. The arrest
occurred after Brown demanded the release of
a friend who had been taken into custody
earlier, authorities said. Bail was set at $5,000.
  • Darnell Muse, 18, of Westfield was
arrested at East Broad Street and Central
Avenue and charged with obstruction of
administration of law, aggravated as-
sault on a police officer and resisting
arrest.
   According to police, the suspect became
belligerent when a police officer asked him
for identification, after Muse allegedly re-
fused to use a crosswalk at the intersection.
During the incident, he allegedly swung his
arms, striking an officer’s forearm, authori-
ties said. He was released after posting $1,000
cash bail.

Luisa I. Capasso
Graduates Dartmouth

WESTFIELD — Dartmouth
College in Hanover, N.H. has
reported that Westfield native
Luisa I. Capasso graduated
from the college during Com-
mencement Exercises held on
June 10.

Luisa, the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Federico Capasso of
Westfield, received a Bachelor
of Arts Degree in Psychology.

Thirty New Teachers
To Greet Students

When SP-F Schools Open
By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- As Scotch
Plains-Fanwood schools prepare to
re-open on Wednesday, September 5,
administrators are keeping close watch
over rising enrollment numbers. The
total projected enrollment for the dis-
trict is 4,762.

The breakdown by grade level is as
follows: 1,206 at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School; 1,131 at Park
and Terrill Middle Schools; and 2,354
at School One, Brunner, Coles, Ever-
green, and McGinn Elementary Schools.

Coles has the largest elementary
population, with enrollment rising by
more than 40 students since the end of
June. Total enrollment, excluding pre-
school programs, is up 76 over num-
bers from October 2000.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Carol
B. Choye reported that 30 new teach-
ers were hired over the summer to
address enrollment increases and to
fill teaching posts vacated by staff
retirements, relocations and promo-
tions to other districts.

“We’ve been hiring all summer, a
most unusual situation,” she said.

New teachers attended orientation
earlier this week on Monday and Tues-
day.

District administrators met for three
days of workshops the week of Au-
gust 20. The group includes new prin-
cipals Jodi Frank at Brunner School,
Dr. Deborah Evans at Coles School
and Randi DeBrito at Evergreen
School.

 Theresa Elias was reassigned from
her post as Assistant Principal at Park
Middle School to take over the same
post at Terrill, which was vacated by
Ms. Frank. Joseph Moran was hired to
replace Ms. Elias at Park.

Dr. Choye noted that she is de-
lighted with the success of the sec-
ond-grade Spanish program, and an-
ticipates a good transition of that pro-
gram into the third grade.

Having participated first-hand in
the NJ Elite technology training pro-
gram, Dr. Choye is excited about su-
pervisors’ and administrators’ grow-
ing proficiency in multi-media pre-
sentations.

“I think we’ve turned the corner on
technology,” said the superintendent.

Looking ahead to the restructuring
of the district’s schools to which calls
for kindergarten to grade 4 elemen-
tary schools and middle schools com-
prised of grades 5 to 8 in September
2002, Dr. Choye is anticipating the
Monday, October 22 educational fo-
rum for parents on the transition of
fifth graders from the elementary to
middle schools.

She said that administrators have
done some work on the transition over
the summer, and that their results will
be reviewed with principals and teach-

ers once school opens.
Students returning to Park School

and School One will see big changes to
their buildings. The second floor of
School One was renovated as workers
constructed permanent walls to replace
the partitions that had divided class-
rooms and sectioned off the media cen-
ter since the school’s construction.

With the lower level of Park School
having been gutted during the sum-
mer, ongoing renovation work in that
area requires the relocation of stu-
dents to other rooms in the building.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School students will also see changes
as roof replacement continues, along
with renovation to the auditorium. As
the window replacement phase of the
construction process gets underway,
students will likely be temporarily
relocated to other classrooms for a
day or two.

Construction of new classrooms and
multi-purpose rooms at Terrill and
Coles Schools is expected to begin in
October. Come spring, construction
is expected to start at Brunner, Ever-
green and McGinn Schools.

For the 2001-2002 school year, the
Board of Education updated the
district’s objectives and priorities.
Among the priorities established for
Students & Academic Program are:
“teaching and learning practices will
emphasize organizing for effort as
well as aptitude, setting clear and
high expectations, using fair and cred-
ible evaluations, recognizing accom-
plishments, and expecting academic
rigor in a thinking curriculum.”

The elementary world language
program will also be expanded into
the third grades. Priorities established
for Professional Development include:
“The Professional Development Com-
mittee will organize and implement a
comprehensive staff development pro-
gram based on the learning needs of
students and identified teacher needs
in the areas of technology, assessment
of performance, active learning, higher
order thinking, inclusion, classroom
management, and parent-home com-
munication.”

Furthermore, “The three-year train-
ing program on instructional strate-
gies for new teachers will be refined,
with particular emphasis on meeting
state mentoring requirements and pro-
viding an after-school support pro-
gram for new teachers.”

With respect to Community Out-
reach objectives, priorities include:
publishing first and fifth-grade level
student learning expectations for par-
ents, expanding opportunities for
showcasing student accomplishments
and skills via TV-34 programming,
performances and presentations, and
investigating programs that could meet
the learning needs of students beyond
the normal school day and year.

Church in Westfield.
He had also proposed purchasing

enough property for the town so
that Quimby Street could have been
extended through to Elmer Street
opposite the Congregational
Church. Quimby currently runs
from Elm Street to Central Av-
enue, opposite of which are stores
and a municipal parking lot.

“He was never afraid to speak his
mind if he felt it was in the best
interest of the town,” Mr. Boothe
stated.

Ronald Frigerio, who served as
Mayor from 1982 to 1986, recalled
a funny comment from Mr. Tho-
mas. Upon being introduced as “the
former Mayor of Westfield,” Mr.
Thomas quickly responded, “when
you’re out, you’re out.”

“He was a man who genuinely
loved Westfield,” Mr. Frigerio said.
“As long as he was around, it was
the Westfield of long ago.”

Born November 24, 1902 in Ak-
ron, N.Y., he was 6 years old when

his father moved the family from
upstate New York to Oklahoma City
in pursuit of “black gold” during
the earliest part of the century.

By 1929, Mr. Thomas had re-
turned to New York as the Eastern
Sales Representative for the Phillips
Petroleum Company with a degree
in business (he graduated magna
cum laude) from Oklahoma City
University.

Thirteen years later, Mr. Thomas
struck out on his own with the
purchase of 12 small companies
that all manufactured oil.

Within a year’s time, he had
turned around the failing compa-
nies by converting them to propane
fuel providers, extracting propane
from natural gas, and making
$100,000 in profit. He had offices
from Maine to South Carolina.

Seeing the end of World War II
draw near, he put in an order to
manufacturers for 50 railroad tank
cars, to be delivered after wartime
restrictions were lifted.

With his own railroad tank cars,
Mr. Thomas could deliver fuel and
under the law, the railroad compa-
nies had to pay him for the use of
his private cars.

With coal, oil and kerosene vir-
tually eliminated from the home
heating fuel market, Mr. Thomas’
companies became the largest pro-
ducers of natural gas. The customer
count rose from 200,000 to 20 mil-
lion.

Mr. Thomas had served as a fuel
transportation consultant for Fed-
eral and state governments and na-
tional fuel associations, and
authored several books on the sub-
ject.

In the early 1940s, Mr. Thomas
established Thomas Associates,
Inc., an engineering and contract-
ing firm which designs and installs
liquefied petroleum gas plants
throughout the country. He had
served as President and Director of
three tank car leasing companies,
Suburban Fuel Tank Car Co., Pres-
sure Tank Car Co. and Continental
Tank Car Corporation.

In terms of his community ser-
vice to Westfield, Mr. Thomas
served as a Director, Trustee and
President of the Westfield Y. He
was the first recipient of the Y’s
Golden Man Award (now called the
Golden Volunteer Award) in 1973.

Y Executive Director Stanley
Kaslusky said, “With the death of
Emerson Thomas we have lost a
tremendous humanitarian who
dedicated his volunteer life to im-
proving the quality of life of
Westfield. He will be greatly missed
at the Westfield Y.”

He was one of the original incor-
porators of the United Fund of

Westfield in 1957, serving as a
Trustee from 1957 to 1992. He had
been a member of the Rotary Club
of Westfield since 1947 and of the
Rotary International since 1935.

Mr. Thomas helped organize the
Westfield Foundation and was a
Charter Member of the Miller Cory
House Museum. As a member of
the Westfield Historical Society,
he received the Trustees Award for
his notable contributions to
Westfield culture and traditions.

Mr. Thomas was the recipient of
the B’nai B’rith Award in 1981 and
a “Faith in Westfield” award in
1998 from the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce during the
Chamber’s 50th Anniversary cel-
ebration.

Mr. Thomas was a Past President
and Director  of the Westfield Com-
munity Center, Vice President and
Director of the United Fund of
Westfield, first President and Di-
rector of the Westfield Foundation
and Trustee of the Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital. He was a mem-
ber and Past President of the Echo
Lake Country Club and a member
of The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield since 1946.

He was also a Past Vice President
and Director of the Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital, Past Director of
the United States Junior Chamber
of Commerce and was a founder of
The Westfield Foundation.

He was also a Founder and Di-
rector of the Frost Valley YMCA
which dedicated its dining hall as
the Thomas Lodge.

When Mr. Jones asked Mr. Thomas
why he took on so many community
projects, the former Mayor responded:
“I did it as a civic duty, not taking a
political approach or using local of-
fice for moving up in politics, but for
the best interest of Westfield.”

A memorial service for Mr. Tho-
mas will be held at 11 a.m. Satur-
day, September 8, at The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield.

Follow The Leader:
www.goleader.com
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Fanwood Planning Board Okays Lease of Office
Space to Children’s Specialized Hospital

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Characterizing the expansion of
services provided by Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital (CSH) as a boon to
the community, the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board on August 22 approved a
plan for the hospital’s Fanwood
branch to lease a suite within a pro-
fessional building on South Avenue.

CSH will lease a second-floor suite,
encompassing 4,400 square feet, at
313 South  Avenue. To be located
across from the existing hospital
branch, the new facility will offer
occupational, speech and physical
therapy services, as well as psycho-
logical care, to children who have
been impaired by disease or injury.
The current CSH branch provides
educational and neuro-rehabilitation
services.

Once home to the Fanwood Rac-
quetball Club, the professional build-
ing is owned by the 313 South Av-
enue Condo Association, a group of
four people, and is organized as con-
dominiums. The building houses the
offices of the association members,
plus tenants.

Among the members of the asso-
ciation are attorney Robert F. Kraus,
who represented the group at last
week’s Planning Board hearing, and
John P. Boyle, 3rd, whose Boyle
Realty Group owns and operates of-
fice buildings. They own the suite
which will be leased by Children’s
Specialized.

The original site plan for the build-
ing, approved by the Planning Board
in 1985, permitted professional busi-
ness use at the site but not medical

business. In 1999, the board granted
the condo association’s request that
its site plan approval be amended to
allow some 1,322 feet of space to be
leased for a medical laboratory.

Several conditions were attached
to the approval, however, among them
a provision stating that no other medi-
cal use would be allowed in the build-
ing without prior approval from the
board. The suite earmarked for CSH
services was formerly occupied by a
law office.

Council President Joel Whitaker,
who serves as governing body Liai-
son to the Planning Board, spoke in
favor of the application during the
public portion of the hearing. He
recused himself from voting on the
appeal, however, since he is also a
member of the condo association
and has his newsletter business in the
building.

Mr. Whitaker stated, however, that
he had no financial interest in the
appeal, since he does not share own-
ership of the particular suite to be
leased by CSH.

Deborah A. Molina, Director of
Operations for CSH, told board mem-
bers last week the hospital wanted to
lease the suite in order to more effi-
ciently meet the needs of patients
and their families, including reduc-
ing the waiting list for services.

She said CSH is unable to accom-
modate the existing demand at its
Mountainside location for the types
of one-on-one therapy services it
plans to provide at the professional
building.

According to Ms. Molina, CSH
plans to equip its new facility with 12
full-time employees and one part-
time employee, who will provide
outpatient services to approximately

Teacher Contract Talks
Stalled In SP-F District

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

Teacher contract negotiations for
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood school
district have been stalled. After 13
meetings this year, the Board of Edu-
cation has declared an impasse, which
has allowed the district to apply for a
State-supplied mediator to assist both
sides in reaching a settlement.

Board President Dr. Donald
Sheldon told The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood that protesters from
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Educa-
tion Association (SPFEA) picketed
the Board of Education at their last
negotiation meeting on August 22 to
encourage both sides to reach a settle-
ment.

SPFEA President, Edward
Leonard, also wrote a Letter to the
Editor of The Times, stating that the
conflict was over inadequate salaries
and benefits. That letter was pub-
lished in The Times on August 23.

Dr. Sheldon told The Times that the
formulas for determining those
amounts are complex and based on
many factors, which must be taken
into account when comparing num-
bers between districts.

According to New Jersey state stat-
ute, the teachers are working under
last year’s contract until the new one
is settled, which is then applied ret-
roactively to end of the previous
contract, Dr. Sheldon explained.

Dr. Sheldon said that the quality of
education in the classrooms is still
the same level of excellence, despite
the delayed settlement, while Mr.
Leonard claimed, in his letter, “the
continuing pattern of difficult nego-
tiations has created an atmosphere of
low morale, which in turn has an
impact on the educational programs.”

The delay in settling the contracts
in past years has typically resulted in
teachers not performing certain func-
tions, which they believe are not

mandated by their contracts, such as
after-school activities and decorat-
ing classrooms or bulletin boards.

“Both sides are being reasonable
from where they see reality,” Dr.
Sheldon remarked. “However, the
board has to look at what can be
afforded. We have an obligation to
meet the needs of the students, the
teachers and the taxpayers,” he added.

In his letter, Mr. Leonard accused
the district of not paying its teachers
as much as other neighboring dis-
tricts.

“Scotch Plains cannot compete with
neighboring districts for new teachers
by offering almost $5,000 less in sal-
ary and reduced insurance benefits,”
Mr. Leonard said in his letter.

He also said that veteran employ-
ees have accepted better pay and im-
proved working conditions elsewhere.

When contacted by The Times, Mr.
Leonard said the district has had a
history of protracted negotiations,
which is giving the district a negative
reputation.

“The district’s history of difficult
and prolonged contract negotiations,
which you don’t see in surrounding
districts, is impacting on how we’re
viewed by teachers,” Mr. Leonard
remarked.

“You can’t keep the same quality
of education with a zero based bud-
get,” Mr. Leonard remarked. “Conti-
nuity is difficult to achieve with the
high rate at which teachers leave the
district due to these settlement prob-
lems.”

He said that he doesn’t understand
where the tax money is going as
Scotch Plains and Fanwood have rela-
tively high taxes, but one of the low-
est teacher-benefits packages in
Union County.

“The question is what are the taxes
being spent on?” he questioned.

Mr. Leonard said that the teachers
have been advised not to do any

summer work during the months of
July and August, that are not in their
contracts, such as readying their
classrooms, which is voluntary, until
the negotiations are settled. There
are no plans to picket at this time, Mr.
Leonard said.

The district has used the same
professional, negotiating firm for the
past 25 years, Mr. Leonard related.
The teacher’s union has also used the
same negotiator for many years.

“I can only speak for our side and
say that the negotiator for the teach-
ers has the utmost quality of profes-
sional skills, which he brings to the
table,” Mr. Leonard commented.

Sources have suggested that perhaps
a personality conflict between these
two long-standing negotiators may be a
contributing factor to the continuing
consternation between the two sides.

There are approximately 115 school
districts out of a total of over 600 dis-
tricts throughout New Jersey that are
still in contract negotiations at this time.

The next negotiation meeting could
not be scheduled until Wednesday,
September 12, due to scheduling
conflicts on the part of the SPFEA,
according to Dr. Sheldon.

Mailing Lateness of Tax Bills Blamed
On Delay of State Aid Figures, Processing

90 to 100 young patients per week.
She said the children would be trans-
ported to the facility by their parents.

Ms. Molina said the hours of op-
eration would be 8:30 a.m. to 5:30
p.m. five days a week, adding that
therapy sessions generally last half
an hour and are provided to patients
twice a week.

Addressing concerns which had
been raised by the Fanwood Police
Department about patients possibly
having to cross South Avenue if they
required treatment at both CSH fa-
cilities, Ms. Molina said it was
“highly unlikely” that such travel
between the two buildings would be
necessary.

She stated that the present CSH
branch, a school facility, already in-
corporates therapy services into its
programs, and therefore patients would

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

This year’s tax bills in several
municipalities in Union County in-
cluding Westfield, Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, were mailed two to three
weeks behind schedule. Various
sources have indicated to The Times
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood conflict-
ing accounts as to the cause of that
delay.

According to Fanwood’s Tax Col-
lector, Colleen Huehn, the two-fold
delay was caused by a computer
system changeover at the county
level, in addition to state aid budget
figures arriving late.

The county is responsible for print-
ing the municipal tax bills after re-
ceiving aid figures from the state and
tax figures from each municipality.

The municipal tax bills are made
up of three amounts, including mu-
nicipal, school and county taxes.

Sources told The Times that the

county and the state were not at fault
for the delay and that the delay was
due to the municipalities submitting
their figures late to the county. The
Assistant Tax Administrator at the
Union County Taxation Board of
Taxation would not comment on the
issue and the County Tax Adminis-
trator, John K. Meeker, Jr. did not
return calls to The Times.

The municipal tax bills for
Westfield, Scotch Plains and
Fanwood usually go out by the be-
ginning or middle of July, with a due
date sometime in mid-August. Ac-
cording to state statute, the tax dead-
line must be extended by 25 days
after the mailing date in each mu-
nicipality. The tax bills for those
municipalities were not mailed until

late July, and the payment deadlines
were extended by a few weeks until
late August depending on the exact
mailing date in each town.

“The delay was no fault of the
town’s. In all fairness to the taxpay-
ers, we voted to extend the dead-
line,” Scotch Plains Town Manager
Thomas E. Atkins said.

Some bank interest was lost in
each municipality for the two-week
delay, but those figures were not yet
available, said Ann Switzer, Westfield
Tax Collector for Westfield.

Sources who wished to remain
anonymous said that this is not the
first time that the county was late
in printing the tax bills and that
delays have occurred on several
occasions.

Times Office to Close
For Labor Day; Early

Deadline Scheduled
SCOTCH PLAINS -- The of-

fice of The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood will be closed
on Monday, September 3, Labor
Day. All press releases, legal
notices, and classifieds must be
in the office by tomorrow, Fri-
day, August 31, in order to be
considered for the edition of Sep-
tember 6.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
SERIOUS MUSICIANS…On Saturday, August 18, Pat DiNizio of Scotch
Plains, former member of The Smithereens and former candidate for U.S.
Senate, joined members of a band he helped discover and promote on the radio.
Sax player Matt Goley, bassist David Makowba, drummer Darwin Morua,
vocalist and guitarist Mark Scott and lead guitarist Jake Williams were on hand
that afternoon near the Municipal Building.

William A. Burke for The Times
A NEW YEAR…Scotch Plains-
Fanwood students will return to their
respective public schools on Wednes-
day, September 5. Pictured above,
parents escort their children across
the street in time for the chiming of
the first school bell.

Thirty New Teachers to Greet Pupils
When SP-F Schools Open Wednesday

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

As Scotch Plains-Fanwood schools
prepare to re-open on Wednesday,
September 5, administrators are keep-
ing close watch over rising enroll-
ment numbers. The total projected
enrollment for the district, as of Au-
gust 29,  is 4,762.

The breakdown by grade level,
also as of August 29, is as follows:
1,206 at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School; 1,131 at Park and Terrill
Middle Schools; and 2,354 at School
One, Brunner, Coles, Evergreen, and
McGinn Elementary Schools.

Coles has the largest elementary
population, with enrollment rising
by more than 40 students since the
end of June. Total enrollment, ex-
cluding pre-school programs, is up
76 over numbers from October 2000.

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Carol B. Choye reported that 30 new
teachers were hired over the summer
to address enrollment increases and
to fill teaching posts vacated by staff
retirements, relocations and promo-

tions to other districts.
“We’ve been hiring all summer, a

most unusual situation,” she said.
New teachers attended orientation

earlier this week on Monday and
Tuesday.

District administrators met for
three days of workshops the week of
August 20. The group includes new
principals Jodi Frank at Brunner
School, Dr. Deborah Evans at Coles
School and Randi DeBrito at Ever-
green School.

 Theresa Elias was reassigned from
her post as Assistant Principal at
Park Middle School to take over the
same post at Terrill, which was va-
cated by Ms. Frank. Joseph Moran
was hired to replace Ms. Elias at
Park.

Dr. Choye noted that she is de-
lighted with the success of the sec-
ond-grade Spanish program, and
anticipates a good transition of that
program into the third grade.

Having participated first-hand in
the NJ Elite technology training pro-
gram, Dr. Choye is excited about
supervisors’ and administrators’
growing proficiency in multi-media
presentations.

“I think we’ve turned the corner on
technology,” said the superintendent.

Looking ahead to the restructuring
of the district’s schools to which
calls for kindergarten to grade 4 el-
ementary schools and middle schools
comprised of grades 5 to 8 in Sep-
tember 2002, Dr. Choye is anticipat-
ing the Monday, October 22 educa-
tional forum for parents on the tran-
sition of fifth graders from the el-
ementary to middle schools.

She said that administrators have
done some work on the transition

over the summer, and that their re-
sults will be reviewed with princi-
pals and teachers once school opens.

Students returning to Park School
and School One will see big changes
to their buildings. The second floor
of School One was renovated as
workers constructed permanent walls

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
WELCOME ADDITION…Pictured above is a Dutch Colonial Revival home, located at 225 North Avenue in Fanwood,
which has been undergoing transformation into a planned bed and breakfast facility. Located opposite the Fanwood train
station, it is owned by James and Barbara Vierschilling, and is expected to serve a clientele from various local communities.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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not need to go across the street for
therapy.

Mr. Kraus noted the existence of 98
on-site parking spaces, including 46 at
the rear of the office building, eight on
the side and another 44 at a lot across
the street, at 324 South Avenue.

He said additional off-site parking is
also available at the adjacent Chelsea
at Fanwood assisted living facility, per
a previously-approved Cross Access
Parking Easement Agreement.

Information accompanying the ap-
plication stated that, on a day-to-day
basis, “30 to 40 of the 98 on-site park-
ing spaces and a substantial number of
the off site parking spaces are unused.”

Mr. Kraus said the amount of avail-
able parking would more than fulfill

Fanwood Planning Bd. OKs
Lease of Office Space to CSH

the 25 required parking spaces for the
proposed use of the suite.

Prior to their unanimous vote in
favor of the application, board mem-
bers roundly expressed support for
the project. John Celardo described
CSH as “a real asset to the commu-
nity” and called the hospital’s efforts
to expand its services “not just a good
statement for the hospital, but a good
statement for the Borough of
Fanwood.”

While it is not anticipated that pa-
tients and their families will have to
cross South Avenue for treatment ses-
sions, and there is a pedestrian sign
near the entranceway to the lot at 324
South Avenue, concerns remained
about safety.

Board member Eric Hess proposed
that borough officials contact the state
about pedestrian safety initiatives
(South Avenue is a state highway), to
safeguard residents, business owners
and those seeking treatment at CSH’s
facilities.

Thank You, Em, From WestfieldThank You, Em, From WestfieldThank You, Em, From WestfieldThank You, Em, From WestfieldThank You, Em, From Westfield
H. Emerson Thomas, Former
Westfield Mayor, Dead at 98

From the files of The Times and Courtesy of The Westfield Foundation
MR. WESTFIELD…H. Emerson Thomas, top left, received special recognition
from the United States Congress at a 50th anniversary celebration of the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce in October of 1998. Mr. Thomas, who turned 96 that
year, was cited for his outstanding and valuable service to the town. Former
Chamber President, Union County Freeholder, Westfield Councilman and long-
time friend Arthur Fried, shared the podium with Mr. Thomas. Pictured, below,
then-New Jersey Governor Christine Todd Whitman met former Westfield
Mayor H. Emerson Thomas, a founding father of the Westfield Foundation,
during the foundation’s 25th anniversary celebration on December 4, 2000.

Westfield Public Schools Open
Wednesday, September 5

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- Due to increasing
enrollments and curriculum changes
throughout the public school system,
Westfield has hired 40 new teachers, 10
to fill new positions and 30 to replace
those who have retired or resigned. In
addition to the new teachers, a second
computer technician will be placed at
each of the middle schools and a tech-
nology support position at each of
Westfield’s six elementary schools.

Although the total number of stu-
dents has only increased from 5,349 last
year to approximately 5,400 this year,
increasing numbers of elementary stu-
dents moving up into the middle schools
and high school and the addition of
language arts to the lower and middle
school grades necessitated the staffing
increases, officials have acknowledged.

New staff administrators include Dr.
Mary B. Fleck, Principal of Franklin
Elementary School and Carol Swann-
Daniels, Supervisor of Instructional
Technology.

A new math curriculum for kinder-
garten through fifth grade, originally
introduced as a pilot program two years
ago, will be implemented this fall.

Approximately 850 parents indicated
in a survey that they were in favor of the
new math program, called Everyday
Math. Teachers participated in training
workshops for the new math program
this summer.

Spanish will be a part of the fifth
grade curriculum for the first time this
year and will continue to be taught to
second and third graders as well. The
eighth grade Spanish and French courses
have been rewritten to accommodate
the students’ more advanced back-
ground.

A new social studies curriculum has
been established for grades five through
eight. In addition, a revised industrial
problem-solving course will be offered
in grades seven and eight. A revised
Library/Media curriculum that integrates
district technology has been established
for kindergarten through 12th grade.

For the 2001-2002 school year, close
to $50,000 in library computer upgrades,
are planned for Roosevelt and Edison
Intermediate Schools and Westfield High
School.

The technology area has been rede-
fined with technical and administrative
responsibilities now under the direction
of the Business Administrator and Sec-
retary for the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion Robert A. Berman. The curriculum
portion of the technology spectrum will
be under the supervision of Ms. Swann-
Daniels.

The school board recently approved a
new technology plan for 2001 to 2004,
which will incorporate technology into
curriculum revisions, staff development,
hiring and evaluation practices and ad-
ministrative uses.

Benchmarks have been established
for technology upgrades and teacher
training in this area.

The plan calls for replacing all class-
room computers every five years, laptops
and library computers every three years
and labs and servers every four years.

More than 1,600 computers in the
district are now ready for use by stu-
dents and teachers as a result of the
efforts of student technicians who
cleaned hardware and installed new soft-
ware this summer.

Projection equipment was purchased
with an $18,000 grant from the Educa-
tion Fund of Westfield, allowing teach-

ers to connect their laptops to the projec-
tors, which can then display curriculum
contents for classroom viewing.

Westfield Public Schools also ac-
cepted a Union County Access 2000
Grant to supplement purchases of el-
ementary classroom computers in the
amount of $6,000. Every classroom now
has access to the Internet.

New assignments include the promo-
tions of Dr. Margaret Dolan to Assistant
Superintendent of Human Resources.
Dr. Dolan was formerly the Principal of
Franklin School. Claudia Andreski, who
was formerly a teacher at Jefferson El-
ementary School, was promoted to the
position of Assistant Principal at
Franklin School.

Additional cafeteria staff has been
hired and the district is still seeking to
fill the positions of substitute teachers
and additional lunchtime supervisors.

A new position of groundskeeper will
be responsible for maintaining all of the
school fields. This position was approved
after the board conducted a comprehen-
sive study, conducted by a professional
engineering firm, to evaluate the condi-
tion and the maintenance needs of 11
Board of Education school fields.

Michael Disko Associates of
Kenilworth conducted the study and
presented their findings at a special
meeting of the Board of Education on
February 7 to the board and to the pub-
lic.

Design plans for a new addition to
Westfield High School are currently
under review by the State, said Mr.
Berman. Once approved, the district
hopes to award the contract for con-
struction by late January or early Febru-
ary. Some demolition may take place as
soon as the contract is awarded. Four
portable classrooms will be demolished
and those classes will be transferred to
the armory across the street until the
new addition is complete.

Enrollment at the high school is ex-
pected to grow from 1,360 this year, to
over 1,700 over the next few years.

Westfield Public Schools will open
on Wednesday, September 5, at the fol-
lowing times:

Westfield High School, 8:30 a.m.;
Edison and Roosevelt Intermediate
Schools, 8:15 a.m.; Elementary Schools
(grade 1 to 5) 8:45 a.m.; kindergarten
(a.m.) 8:50 a.m., and kindergarten (p.m.)
12:30 p.m.

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, AUGUST 21
• A Roberts Lane resident reported

that a parked vehicle’s side window was
pried open and the vehicle was entered.
Stereo parts and an air conditioning sys-
tem were reportedly taken from the ve-
hicle.

• Police received a report of an un-
locked vehicle entered on Katherine
Street sometime overnight and numer-
ous items of stereo equipment were sto-
len.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 23
• Someone trespassed on the Willow

Grove Swim Club property overnight,
causing minor damage.

• Rocks were reportedly thrown at a
building in the 2300 block of South
Avenue causing minor damage.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 25
• The theft of cash from a soda ma-

chine at a North Avenue business, which
was broken open overnight, was reported
to police.

• A Church Street resident reported
the theft of a bicycle from the front of
their house sometime overnight.

• A Mountain Avenue resident re-
ported receiving several annoying phone
calls in the past few months. The resi-
dent was advised to notify the phone
company’s nuisance call center.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 26
• A Valleyscent Avenue resident re-

ported electronic equipment was taken
from his apartment. Police said it was
unknown when the theft occurred. There
was no sign of forced entry.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
to replace the partitions that had
divided classrooms and sectioned off
the media center since the school’s
construction.

With the lower level of Park School
having been gutted during the summer,
ongoing renovation work in that area
requires the relocation of students to
other rooms in the building.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
students will also see changes as roof
replacement continues, along with reno-
vation to the auditorium. As the window
replacement phase of the construction
process gets underway, students will
likely be temporarily relocated to other
classrooms for a day or two.

Construction of new classrooms and
multi-purpose rooms at Terrill and
Coles Schools is expected to begin in
October. Come spring, construction is
expected to start at Brunner, Evergreen
and McGinn Schools.

For the 2001-2002 school year, the
Board of Education updated the
district’s objectives and priorities.
Among the priorities established for
Students & Academic Program are:
“teaching and learning practices will
emphasize organizing for effort as well
as aptitude, setting clear and high ex-
pectations, using fair and credible
evaluations, recognizing accomplish-
ments, and expecting academic rigor
in a thinking curriculum.”

The elementary world language pro-
gram will also be expanded into the third
grades. Priorities established for Profes-
sional Development include: “The Pro-
fessional Development Committee will
organize and implement a comprehen-
sive staff development program based on
the learning needs of students and iden-
tified teacher needs in the areas of tech-
nology, assessment of performance, ac-
tive learning, higher order thinking, in-
clusion, classroom management, and
parent-home communication.”

Furthermore, “The three-year train-
ing program on instructional strategies
for new teachers will be refined, with
particular emphasis on meeting state
mentoring requirements and providing
an after-school support program for
new teachers.”

With respect to Community Out-
reach objectives, priorities include:
publishing first and fifth-grade level
student learning expectations for par-
ents, expanding opportunities for show-
casing student accomplishments and
skills via TV-34 programming, perfor-
mances and presentations, and investi-
gating programs that could meet the
learning needs of students beyond the
normal school day and year.

Back to School

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- Known as “Mr.
Westfield” or “Em” to townsfolk who
knew him best, H. Emerson Thomas,
Westfield Mayor in the 1950s, died Sat-
urday, August 25, at his home. He was 98
and lived in Westfield since 1942.

Mr. Thomas served as a Councilman,
during which time he led the town during
the financing and construction of the
Town Hall. The property, alongside
Mindowaskin Park, was almost devel-
oped for apartments.

Beyond his six years as Mayor and
four years as a Town Councilman, Mr.
Thomas’ contributions to Westfield were
numerous. From his role as one of the
founders of the Westfield Foundation, to
his active involvement with the Westfield
Y Board of Trustees and helping create
the United Fund of Westfield, Mr. Tho-
mas was active in Westfield up until the
last few weeks of his life.

Professionally, Mr. Thomas was
known for his expertise in the liquefied
petroleum gas industry where he earned
the nickname, “Mr. LP-Gas.”

Mr. Thomas told former Westfield
Town Historian Ralph H. Jones in 1981
that he and his wife, Helen, moved to the
Stoneleigh Park section of town from
Long Island in 1940, saying Westfield
was a good community which had indus-
try.

He quickly became involved in
Westfield by attending meetings of the
governing body. This sparked the inter-
ests of the Mayor at the time, Charles
Bailey, who requested that Mr. Thomas
fill a vacancy on the Town Council. He
was subsequently elected to four more
years as a Councilman. He was later
elected to the office of Mayor, where he
served six years.

While serving as Mayor, Mr. Thomas
instituted a town beautification program,
which included preserving the Colonial
architecture of the town, as well as plant-
ing of trees and developing off-street
parking lots in the business district.

Mr. Thomas started a policy of con-
solidating lots in town, then selling them
back and forth with other residents – the
result was increased building lots in town.

The sites of Tamaques Elementary
School and the athletic field on Rahway
Avenue behind Westfield High School
are both properties that were acquired,
consolidated this way and made avail-
able for the community.

Mr. Thomas was also considered a
leader in the acquisition and develop-
ment of off-street parking. The munici-
pal parking lots behind the Rialto The-
atre and the lot off of Prospect Street
came about during Mayor Thomas’ ten-
ure.

He was a leader in the acquisition of
the train station building from the Cen-
tral Jersey Railroad. Former Mayor Bud
Boothe noted that having ownership of
the train station has given Westfield a
good deal of leverage in its deals with NJ
Transit.

Perhaps one of the biggest contribu-
tions Mayor Thomas made to Westfield
was in how the town financed the con-
struction of the Westfield Town Hall on
East Broad Street.

Through a method utilizing a combi-
nation of annual appropriations and with-
drawals from the town surplus and spend-
ing money acquired in real estate deals
from 1951 to 1955, the town came up
with the $850,000 needed to build the
structure. Thus the Town Hall was essen-
tially constructed with cash.

Mayor Thomas also helped create the
Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad as a
separate entity, locating it on Spring Street
– now Watterson Street. He also started a
town beatification program by putting
trees back in downtown Westfield and
encouraged local developers to adhere to
a Colonial theme and to develop the rear
sides of their properties.

In appreciation for his efforts on be-
half of Westfield, the Town Council
erected a fountain in the center of the
pond at Mindowaskin Park, known as
the H. Emerson Thomas Fountain.

Mr. Boothe noted Mr. Thomas’ recent
interest in town issues ranging from the
ShopRite supermarket (under construc-
tion in Garwood and which had origi-
nally been planned in Westfield) to the

proposed parking deck. Mr. Thomas was
a strong proponent of both the ShopRite
and the deck.

During his administration, Mayor Tho-
mas had also proposed to reroute traffic
to create one-way traffic in the down-
town area. This would have involved
shaving property off the front lawn of
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

He had also proposed purchasing
enough property for the town so that
Quimby Street could have been extended
through to Elmer Street opposite the Con-
gregational Church. Quimby currently
runs from Elm Street to Central Avenue,

opposite of which are stores and a mu-
nicipal parking lot.

“He was never afraid to speak his mind
if he felt it was in the best interest of the
town,” Mr. Boothe stated.

Ronald Frigerio, who served as Mayor
from 1982 to 1986, recalled a funny
comment from Mr. Thomas. Upon being
introduced as “the former Mayor of
Westfield,” Mr. Thomas quickly re-
sponded, “when you’re out, you’re out.”

“He was a man who genuinely loved
Westfield,” Mr. Frigerio said. “As long as
he was around, it was the Westfield of
long ago.”

Born November 24, 1902 in Akron,
N.Y., he was 6 years old when his father
moved the family from upstate New York
to Oklahoma City in pursuit of “black
gold” during the earliest part of the cen-
tury.

By 1929, Mr. Thomas had returned to
New York as the Eastern Sales Represen-
tative for the Phillips Petroleum Com-
pany with a degree in business (he gradu-
ated magna cum laude) from Oklahoma
City University.

Thirteen years later, Mr. Thomas struck
out on his own with the purchase of 12
small companies that all manufactured
oil.

Within a year’s time, he had turned
around the failing companies by convert-
ing them to propane fuel providers, ex-
tracting propane from natural gas, and
making $100,000 in profit. He had of-
fices from Maine to South Carolina.

Seeing the end of World War II draw
near, he put in an order to manufacturers
for 50 railroad tank cars, to be delivered
after wartime restrictions were lifted.

With his own railroad tank cars, Mr.
Thomas could deliver fuel and under the
law, the railroad companies had to pay
him for the use of his private cars.

With coal, oil and kerosene virtually
eliminated from the home heating fuel
market, Mr. Thomas’ companies became
the largest producers of natural gas. The
customer count rose from 200,000 to 20
million.

Mr. Thomas had served as a fuel trans-
portation consultant for Federal and state
governments and national fuel associa-
tions, and authored several books on the
subject.

In the early 1940s, Mr. Thomas estab-
lished Thomas Associates, Inc., an engi-
neering and contracting firm which de-
signs and installs liquefied petroleum
gas plants throughout the country. He
had served as President and Director of
three tank car leasing companies, Subur-
ban Fuel Tank Car Co., Pressure Tank
Car Co. and Continental Tank Car Cor-
poration.

In terms of his community service to
Westfield, Mr. Thomas served as a Di-
rector, Trustee and President of the
Westfield Y. He was the first recipient of
the Y’s Golden Man Award (now called
the Golden Volunteer Award) in 1973.

Y Executive Director Stanley Kaslusky
said, “With the death of Emerson Tho-
mas we have lost a tremendous humani-
tarian who dedicated his volunteer life to
improving the quality of life of Westfield.
He will be greatly missed at the Westfield
Y.”

He was one of the original incorpora-
tors of the United Fund of Westfield in
1957, serving as a Trustee from 1957 to
1992. He had been a member of the
Rotary Club of Westfield since 1947 and
of the Rotary International since 1935.

Mr. Thomas helped organize the
Westfield Foundation and was a Charter
Member of the Miller Cory House Mu-
seum. As a member of the Westfield
Historical Society, he received the Trust-
ees Award for his notable contributions
to Westfield culture and traditions.

Mr. Thomas was the recipient of the
B’nai B’rith Award in 1981 and a “Faith
in Westfield” award in 1998 from the
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
during the Chamber’s 50th Anniversary
celebration.

Mr. Thomas was a Past President  and
Director  of the Westfield Community
Center, Vice President and Director of
the United Fund of Westfield, first Presi-
dent and Director of the Westfield Foun-
dation and Trustee of the Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital. He was a member and
Past President of the Echo Lake Country
Club and a member of The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield since 1946.

He was also a Past Vice President and
Director of the Children’s Specialized
Hospital, Past Director of the United
States Junior Chamber of Commerce
and was a founder of The Westfield Foun-
dation.

He was also a Founder and Director of
the Frost Valley YMCA which dedicated
its dining hall as the Thomas Lodge.

When Mr. Jones asked Mr. Thomas
why he took on so many community
projects, the former Mayor responded: “I
did it as a civic duty, not taking a political
approach or using local office for moving
up in politics, but for the best interest of
Westfield.”

A memorial service for Mr. Thomas
will be held at 11 a.m. Saturday, Septem-
ber 8, at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield.
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Bagger to Hold Brunch
September 9 at L’Affaire

WESTFIELD — Assemblyman
Richard H. Bagger of Westfield (R-
22nd), a candidate for the State Sen-
ate in the 21st District in November,
will host his annual brunch on Sun-
day, September 9.

The event will be held from 11:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at L’Affaire Res-
taurant located at 1099 Route 22
East in Mountainside. Tickets are
available at $50 per person by call-
ing (908) 654-5507.

Among the dignitaries who have
been invited to attend the brunch are
Acting Governor Donald T.
DiFrancesco of Scotch Plains, Con-
gressman Michael A. Ferguson (R-
7th), Congressman Rodney P.
Frelinghuysen (R-11th) and Guber-
natorial candidate Bret Schundler.

Also invited are Assembly Speaker
Jack Collins (R-3rd), Assembly Ma-
jority Leader Paul DiGaetano (R-
36th), Senate Majority Leader John
O. Bennett (R-12th), Assemblyman
Tom Kean, Jr. of Westfield (R-22nd),

Assemblyman Eric Munoz of Sum-
mit (R-21st) and State Senator Joseph
M. Kyrillos, Jr. (R-13th), Chairman
of the New Jersey State Republican
Chairman.

Republican leaders and elected
officials from Union, Somerset,
Morris and Essex Counties, and GOP
candidates on the November ballot
are also expected to attend.

Assemblyman Bagger, who is the
Majority Fiscal Officer in the New
Jersey General Assembly, has chaired
the Assembly Appropriations Com-
mittee for four years.

The 21st Distr ict  includes
Westfield, Garwood, Cranford,
Springfield, Summit, Roselle Park,
New Providence, Berkeley Heights
and Mountainside in Union
County; Chatham Township, Long
Hill, Madison and Harding in
Morris  County;  War ren and
Watchung in Somerset County and
Millburn/Short Hills in Essex
County.

Methodist Church “Reaches
Out” To Broad St., Townsfolk

WESTFIELD – With the start of a
new program at The First United Meth-
odist Church, One East Broad Street
in Westfield, passers-by and the gen-
eral public are invited to visit the sanc-
tuary of the church Monday through
Friday from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. The
Methodist church has maintained a
prominence in the center of Westfield
since the early 1800s.

Several decades ago, the front doors
of the church were usually open to
visitors during the day. This was a quiet
place for prayer and meditation. Many
came in from the winter cold or sum-
mer heat to sit, read, listen to the organ,
or look at the stained glass windows.

However, with the changing times,
it is rare when, during the normal
work week, one can find unlocked
and open main doors of just about any
church in Westfield or surrounding
towns. The sanctuary of the Method-
ist church, on the Plaza in Westfield, is
one of beauty and historical signifi-
cance. Built in 1910, the present build-
ing replaced a smaller church, dedi-
cated in 1877, on the same site.

A close examination of the stained
glass windows will reveal many names

of notable residents who not only es-
tablished the Methodist church in
Westfield, but who were also respon-
sible for the development and govern-
ing of the Town of Westfield in its
early days.

A visit to the clock tower will show-
case the works of the restored Town
Clock and the large 2,048-pound bell
which strikes the hour. Both have been
in continuous use since 1886. Tours
of the clock tower can be arranged
through the church office, which is
open daily from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

General information regarding pro-
grams and services of the church can
be found in the Narthex adjacent to the
main doors. For more information,
please call the church office at (908)
233-4211.

Individuals of all faiths and denomi-
nations, seeking a quiet space during
mid-day, are encouraged to drop by the
church during the open sanctuary hours.
Those requiring some inspiration, who
have some thinking to do, or a book to
read, may find a visit to the Methodist
Church sanctuary to be a welcome di-
version to their otherwise fast-paced
business or social schedules.

Scotch Plains Announces
Fall Recreation Programs

SCOTCH PLAINS - The Scotch
Plains Recreation Commission has
announced a number of upcoming
programs this fall.

The Commission is sponsoring the
Official Scotch Hills Club Champi-
onship Tournament for members on
Saturday, September 15, (raindate,
September 16) at the Scotch Hills
Country Club. Those interested in
this tournament must register by Fri-
day, September 7 at the Scotch Plains
Recreation Office.

The fee is $50 per person and
includes lunch, golf, prizes, trophies
and pull cart. Members and non-
members are welcome. Come to the
recreation office to register. For more
information, call (908) 322-6700,
Extension 221.

Additional fall programs include
beginner karate for boys and girls,
aged 6 to 15. All classes will be held at
the Towne House in Green Forest Park.
The session runs from Tuesday, Octo-
ber 2 to Tuesday, December 4. Regis-
tration for residents begins Monday,
September 10 and non-residents, Mon-
day September 17. The fee is $30
residents, $35 non-residents.

New programs include, yoga for
those over 18 at the Towne House on
Thursdays from 9:30 to 11 a.m. Reg-
istration for residents is Monday,
September 5 to Friday, September
14 and non-residents Monday, Sep-
tember 10 to Friday, September 14.

The program cost $50 for residents
and $55 non-residents.

Arts & Crafts will be offered for
pre-kindergartners through sixth
graders on Tuesdays. The class cost
$25 for residents and $30 non-resi-
dents.

Adults Crafts, consisting of vari-
ous projects, will be offered Wednes-
days in the Towne House from 11:30
to 12:30 p.m. Sessions run from Tues-
day, October 3 through Wednesday,
October 24. Registration for resi-
dents, which cost $52 per person,
will be taken from Monday, Septem-
ber 10 to Friday, September 14. Non-
residents can signup from Monday,
September 17 to Friday, September
21. The cost for non-residents is $57
per person.

Also new this year is bowling
leagues for kids aged 5 to 14. To be
held at the Linden Lanes, located
nine miles from the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building.

Bumber Bowling, for children aged
5 to 7, will be offered on Wednesdays
at either 9:30 a.m. or 12:30 p.m.

Older Group Bowls will take place
on Mondays at 4 p.m. The program
includes two games, rental shoes,
lightweight ball, instructional as-
sistance and a trophy program. The
$6 weekly cost will be payable at
the lanes and a one time $10 regis-
tration fee must be paid at the Rec-
reation Office.

Upcoming Events/Trips:
Renault Winery Tour &

Smithville Trip, Friday, October
26.

The bus for this trip will leave at
9:15 a.m. The $52 per person cost
includes lunch. The deadline to
sign up is Thursday, September
20.

Ellis Island Trip, Sunday, No-
vember 11. Details to follow.

Guys and Dolls at NJPAC, New-
ark, Friday, November 8.

Tickets for this trip are $42 each.
The bus will depart at 12:30 p.m.

School House Rock, The Forum
Theatre Company, Metuchen, Sat-
urday, November 3.

The bus for this trip will depart
at 10 a.m. and the fee is $22 per
person.

Winnie The Pooh Christmas, Fri-
day, December 14.

The cost of this trip is $25 per
person and the bus will depart at 9
a.m.

Upcoming Fall Programs:
Yoga, Mondays, from 6:15 to

7:15 p.m.
Dancercise, Tuesdays and Thurs-

days, 6:45 to 7:45 p.m..
Aerobics, Mondays, 8:15 to 9

p.m.
Bowling, Mondays, 3:45 p.m.
Bumper Bowling, Wednesdays,

9:30 or 12:30 p.m.
Arts & Crafts, Tuesdays, 4:30

p.m.
Instrument Workshop, Mondays,

Tuesdays and Thursdays (times
vary).

Group Fitness classes for adults,
Tuesdays and Thursdays, adults, 7
to 7:45 p.m.; ages 8 to 13, begin-
ners, 4 to 4:45 p.m., advanced, 5 to
5:45 p.m.

Summer Discount Ticket Pro-
gram:

Discount tickets are on sale now
for Sesame Place, Hershey Park,
Mountain Creek, Camelbeach,
Morey’s Piers, Great Adventure-
Jr. and Hurricane Harbor parks.

For more information regarding
these programs, please call the
Westfield Recreation Department
at (908) 789-4080.

WestfieldWestfieldWestfieldWestfieldWestfield
Recreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation Events

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OPEN DOOR POLICY...The First United Methodist Church of Westfield has
opened its doors to visitors. Don Eisele, left, and Jack Panosh set up the sign to
welcome visitors.

STARTS SEPTEMBER 10STARTS SEPTEMBER 10STARTS SEPTEMBER 10STARTS SEPTEMBER 10STARTS SEPTEMBER 10

VISIT OUR NEWLY DECORATED STUDIO
Tuesday Sept. 4 from 4 to 7 pm, Thursday Sept. 6 from 2 to 5pmTuesday Sept. 4 from 4 to 7 pm, Thursday Sept. 6 from 2 to 5pmTuesday Sept. 4 from 4 to 7 pm, Thursday Sept. 6 from 2 to 5pmTuesday Sept. 4 from 4 to 7 pm, Thursday Sept. 6 from 2 to 5pmTuesday Sept. 4 from 4 to 7 pm, Thursday Sept. 6 from 2 to 5pm
Saturday Sept. 8 from 1 to 4pm, Monday Sept. 10 from 4 to 7pmSaturday Sept. 8 from 1 to 4pm, Monday Sept. 10 from 4 to 7pmSaturday Sept. 8 from 1 to 4pm, Monday Sept. 10 from 4 to 7pmSaturday Sept. 8 from 1 to 4pm, Monday Sept. 10 from 4 to 7pmSaturday Sept. 8 from 1 to 4pm, Monday Sept. 10 from 4 to 7pm

FREE YOGA introductory class each Saturday at 12:15pmFREE YOGA introductory class each Saturday at 12:15pmFREE YOGA introductory class each Saturday at 12:15pmFREE YOGA introductory class each Saturday at 12:15pmFREE YOGA introductory class each Saturday at 12:15pm

NEW PROGRAM Author-Historian Plans Talk
On ‘The Making of Newark’
WESTFIELD – Author and histo-

rian Jean-Rae Turner will discuss
“The Making of Newark” at the First
Wednesday Luncheon of the
Westfield Historical Society at noon
on September 5 at B.G. Fields Res-
taurant, located at 560 Springfield
Avenue in Westfield.

A former history teacher, newspa-
per reporter and librarian, Ms. Turner
is currently a lecturer and an author

of New Jersey history. While em-
ployed as a general assignment re-
porter by The Elizabeth Daily Jour-
nal, she did two historical issues and
many features, in addition to her
regular assignment.

She also wrote a historical column
for The Citizen in Hillside for 10
years. In addition, she did the re-
search to put the Evergreen Cem-
etery in Hillside, Elizabeth and New-
ark on the National Historic Register
and conducts tours of the cemetery.

Ms. Turner is the author of “Along
the Upper Road – The History of
Hillside,” and co-author, with Rich-
ard T. Koles, President of the Union
County Historical Society and an
award-winning photographer, of
“Elizabeth and Union County,” a pic-
torial history.

The two also collaborated on
“Elizabeth,” “Newark” and “Hill-
side,” published by the Arcadia Pub-
lishing Company in its “Images of
America” series.

Regular attendees of the First
Wednesday Luncheon will be con-
tacted by a telephone committee of
the Historical Society to verify their
reservations. Space permitting, oth-
ers are welcome to attend. Interested
individuals are asked to call (908)
233-2930 before noon on Tuesday,
September 4, for seating information.
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15 East Broad St. Westfield, NJ
908-654-6440

IN UNION COUNTY, IT’S:

FOR CELLULAR PHONES, BEEPERS & PAGERS

StaStaStaStaStay Ofy Ofy Ofy Ofy Offffff R R R R Route 22oute 22oute 22oute 22oute 22
Find Everything You Want
Locally & Conveniently
Including:
• Cellular Plans
   For Everyones Needs
• Personalized
   Service

Fax : 908-654-6441

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION

OWNER OPERATED • SERVING UNION CO.
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Verizon Wireless said it has completed a 14-month
construction program to enable customers to use their cell
phones in all the train tunnels connecting Manhattan to
the outside world.

The Bedminster-based company, the nation’s
largest wireless carrier, already has started tunnel service
in the Holland, Lincoln and East River tubes.

-John T Ward

By STEPHEN CHIGER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Not every
town has a police chief with a double
identity, but that’s exactly the case in
Mountainside, where the name James
Debbie, Jr. can be found on the name-
plate for both the chief of police and
the borough administrator.

To get an idea of what it’s like,
imagine a work week between 60 to
70 hours – the amount of time that
Chief Debbie says it takes to do both
jobs combined.

He spends about 40 of those hours
at the police station – his first love
and primary role for the town.

And it’s no surprise. Police work,
one could say, is in Mr. Debbie’s
blood.

His grandfather, for example, was
a lieutenant on the Mountainside
force; his oldest son is a detective for
the Union County Police Depart-
ment. But “it was my father,” a deli-
catessen owner, said Chief Debbie,
who encouraged him to take the test
to become an officer in 1971.

Since then, the once-typewriter
company employee moved up the

ranks from patrolman, to sergeant,
lieutenant and four years ago to chief,
a position that he supplemented by
becoming the borough’s part-time
administrator two years ago.

Because a Borough Administrator
helps determine the municipal bud-
get, Mr. Debbie needs to have a good
sense of finance. Perhaps then it’s no
surprise that one of his biggest initia-
tives as Chief of Police has involved
money – according to Chief Debbie,
one of the first things he did as chief
was to begin applying for federal and
state grant money.

Mr. Debbie said that before he
took office, the department didn’t
apply for government funds, but that
since then it has received five grants,
totaling over $300,000. These grants
have supported the hiring of addi-
tional officers and clerical staff, the
placement of officers in schools, and
updating of equipment.

A $125,000 technology grant is
now in the works, he said, which will
go toward placing laptops in cars – a
program either in development or

already adopted in surrounding
towns. This project would supple-
ment the upgrades made to the
department’s in-house computer sys-
tem two years ago.

“I’d be very surprised if we don’t
(receive the funding),” said Mr.
Debbie of the borough’s chances of
being awarded the money. “There’s
lots of money out there and you’ve
got to go out and look for it,” he
added, saying that he was unsure of
why Mountainside hadn’t done so in
the past.

Like other chiefs in the area, Mr.
Debbie has a “service, service, ser-
vice” philosophy towards police work.
Beyond looking to strengthen his
department’s technology and resources,
he also developed some community
policing initiatives, starting a bicycle
patrol and a Police Athletic League.

The Mountainside Chief also cre-
ated an Emergency Service Unit
which assists the volunteer rescue
squad during work hours, when vol-
unteers leave the area for jobs and
help becomes sparse.

The interplay between his two jobs
began two years ago when former
Administrator Greg Bonin left, sug-
gesting that the administrator posi-
tion be made a part-time job. Mr.
Debbie said the job offer came as a
surprise to him, but after a six-month
trial period, he felt he could handle
both positions.

The Chief said there haven’t been
any conflicts of interest yet, noting
that he is particularly careful to be
even-handed.

Being Borough Administrator, tra-
ditionally the immediate boss of the
police chief, is “just one step up, so to
speak,” said Mr. Debbie, who not
only oversees the department’s bud-
get but that of the entire town. Ac-
cording to him, the split professions
are “an advantage because I think as
a police chief you have your finger on
the pulse of the town and that cer-
tainly assists me (as Administrator).”

“It’s a lot of time, but it’s a lot of
enjoyment,” he said about the work.

“It’s great to be a part of the town’s
future, and that’s what I feel I am.”

NJ Jobless Rate
Drops Half Point
TRENTON – New Jersey’s

economy fell half a percentage point
in July, from 4.5 to 4 percent, the
largest decline since January 1993,
according to the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Labor.

“New Jersey’s unemployment rate
has been at a healthy level all year as
it has moved month to month in a
range from 3.6 percent to 4.5 per-
cent,” said New Jersey Labor Com-
missioner Mark B. Boyd, a Westfield
resident.

Department analysts explained that
the .5 percentage point decline in
July’s seasonally adjusted jobless
rate.

*  *  *  *  *

Ventura Stumps
For Schluter

EAST BRUNSWICK — Seeking
to jump start his slumping Guberna-
torial campaign, State Senator Will-
iam Schluter (R-23, Hunterdon,
Mercer and Warren) brought Minne-
sota Governor and former profes-
sional wrestler, Jesse Ventura, to New
Jersey for a fundraiser Monday night.

Mr. Schluter of Pennington, 73, is
running for Governor as an Indepen-
dent candidate.

The candidate has raised only
slightly more than $100,000 in cam-
paign funds, far less than the $230,000
is needs to receive state matching
funds and a change to appear in
televised debates with front runners
Jim McGreevey and Bret Schundler.

Early estimates were that the cam-
paign raised between $25,000 and
$50,000, far less than had been hoped.

Tickets for the Governor Ventura
event ranged from $100 to $1,000.

*  *  *  *  *

State PBA, Sierra
Back McGreevey
TRENTON — Democratic Gu-

bernatorial candidate Jim McGreevey
last week received the endorsement
of the 24,000-member New Jersey
Chapter of the Sierra Club and the
New Jersey State Policemen’s Be-
nevolent Association, which repre-
sents over 33,000 state, county and
local law enforcement officers.

*  *  *  *  *

West Nile Grant
Given to County
TRENTON — The New Jersey

Department of Health and Senior
Services has awarded Union and
Morris Counties a joint $70,000 grant
to bolster local planning, education
and prevention efforts related to the
West Nile virus.

The money will enable the coun-
ties to hire a coordinator to bolster
education and prevention efforts of
the West Nile virus.

Also receiving grants part of the
$490,000 program were Bergen,
Burlington, Camden and Hunterdon
Counties. Joints awards were re-
ceived by Atlantic and Cape May,
Monmouth and Ocean Counties.

The virus, detected for the first
time in the Western Hemisphere in
September 1999 in birds found in
New York City and Westchester
County, is transmitted through the
bite of a mosquito that has picked up
the virus by feeding on an infected
bird.

In 2000, a total of six New Jersey
residents became ill and one died
due to West Nile virus.

*  *  *  *  *

Bus. Not As Usual
Theme for Dems

TRENTON – Linda D. Stender of
Fanwood and Ellen Steinberg of
Chatham are among 26 women can-
didates for the State Legislature who
have vowed to “fight to change busi-
ness as usual in Trenton.”

According to the New Jersey
Democratic State Committee, their
agenda includes providing better
schools, health care and government
and providing a cleaner environment.

In addition they have advocated the
enforcement of existing gun control
laws, upholding a woman’s right to
choose on abortion and continuing
access to family planning services.

Mrs. Stender, a Union County Free-
holder and former Mayor and Coun-
cilwoman in Fanwood, is running for
the Assembly in the 22nd Legislative
District which includes Scotch Plains
and Fanwood.

Ms. Steinberg is the State Senate
candidate in the 21st Legislative Dis-
trict, which includes Westfield and
Mountainside.

News Highlights

Stephen Chiger for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Mountainside Police Chief James Debbie, Jr.

James Debbie Sees Advantages as Chief/Administrator
L a w  E n f o r c e m e n t  S e r i e sL a w  E n f o r c e m e n t  S e r i e sL a w  E n f o r c e m e n t  S e r i e sL a w  E n f o r c e m e n t  S e r i e sL a w  E n f o r c e m e n t  S e r i e s
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What Will SP-F Teachers Give
During Contract Negotiations?

Building Department Deserves Kudos
For Quick Action Against Landlord

I read last week’s letter from Ed
Leonard with interest in hope of learning
what the negotiation stalemate for Scotch
Plains-Fanwood teacher contracts was
about. Considering that he is the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Education Association
President and in a position to inform the
public of what the teachers are willing to
bring to the table (a longer day? insur-
ance copay? salary increases based on
merit?), I was disappointed that he did
not so inform.

In fact, he seemed willing only to
point a finger at the Board and complain
that they have yet to settle. Everyone
desires an equitable settlement, but let’s
not confuse “settle” with “caving in.”
Mr. Leonard writes that there is a con-
tinuing pattern of difficult negotiations.
Well, the term of a Board member is
three years. How long has Mr. Leonard
been participating in these negotiations?

Within the past 12 months, this Board
has brought to the community a substan-
tial budget increase, of which 64 percent
is teacher/staff compensation. This bud-
get followed on the heels of a $34 mil-
lion bond (which will go a long way in
improving those working conditions to
which Mr. Leonard attributes the loss of
talented staff). The Board spent months
deliberating on these major financial
decisions and with good reason.

The Board members are aware that

the community may not have bottomless
pockets — in fact, some households are
scraping the very bottoms now — and
that is why the community has elected
the Board members to their positions.
Mr. Leonard was not elected to his posi-
tion by the taxpayers, and his position
dictates that he has his Union’s welfare
as his first concern.

There is pressure to settle negotia-
tions before school starts. Certainly, a
cooperative consensus would be ideal,
but less than that, a single hand clapping,
would be worse than no settlement. I
guess Mr. Leonard is warning us to
expect that teachers would vent contract
frustrations on their students. I know
that there are teachers who must be
surprised by his threat. But if this hap-
pens, who’s to blame? The Board?

And what if teachers find that they
want to show solidarity, strike, and
picket? And what if parents need to
respond to their children’s “why’s” with
answers about value, conviction, and
compromise? Such discussions are not
necessarily bad things, as this newspa-
per pointed out in its editorial last week.

This community needs two hands to
clap and two hands to shake on a settle-
ment. I urge the Board to continue to
seek value.

Deborah Graffox
Scotch Plains

A few weeks ago, I drove to the Duncan
Hill Apartments to take an elderly friend
out for lunch. The old stairs and railing
had been removed, and a new set of
cement stairs installed, the first step so
high off the ground level that even I had
great difficulty climbing it.

As I entered the door to the hallway, I
could not get to my friend’s door as it
was blocked with the three bags of
recyclables. The situation grew worse.
Attempting to get my friend, using her
cane, through the door could only be
done after I moved all the recyclables,
about which she had called the superin-
tendent more than once.

Getting her down the stairs was even
more difficult than anyone could imag-
ine. No railing to give support. Her fear
of failing was at a very high level. When
we returned, she tried to hop onto a small
bush next to the stairs. This gave no
support and increased the danger. I stayed
with my friend close to six hours that day
in hopes of being able to arrange safety
for her.

The next day I went to the Westfield
Police, who referred me to the Westfield
Building Department. As a professional
nurse I shared my concerns for safety,
especially should there be a fire a fall.
The knowledge that my dear friend had
been imprisoned in her apartment for
over three weeks was to me an uncon-
scionable and inhuman act by the own-
ers, two brothers who have not been
taught to have concern for the safety of
others, especially the elderly. Higher
rents – yes; Safety – no.

Kevin Martin, Fire Inspector and Bar-
bara Gianbalvo, Building Code Proces-
sor, gave me their full attention and then
got right to the phones. Next, Paul D.
Horta, Engineer, and George I. Dauber,
Enforcement Officer, came right in and
discussed the situation with me.

The entire staff agreed to move imme-
diately, and they did. I went to my friend’s

apartment to assure her that help was on
the way. While I was there, the
recyclables suddenly disappeared. The
next day I spoke with Mr. Horta who
informed me that the owners had been
served with a citation by the town.

Less than 24 hours later, I received a
call from my friend who told me that a
temporary wooden railing had been put
in place. She was amazed and relieved.
Kudos to the Building Department. They
should be recognized as an exceptional
team.

If other people in Westfield are living
in unsafe conditions or know someone
who is, please let your Building Depart-
ment know right away. They can and
will assist you.

Carla Helen Rockliff
Cranford

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Destrer – A war horse
2. Oeillade – A flirting glance
3. Spargefaction – The act of sprin-

kling
4. Aventine – One of the seven hills on

which Rome stood

SOPHROSYNE
1. Having a rounded nose
2. Immature, ignorant
3. The quality of being wise; common

sense
4. Having a siphon-like projection,

such as with mosquitoes
PANIFICATION

1. Breadmaking
2. A loud clanging noise
3. Widespread epidemic of cata-

strophic proportions
4. Deliberate widespread destruction

ANADROM
1. A one-humped camel
2. The complete opposite
3. A steward or butler of India
4. A marine fish that ascends rivers to

spawn
COBLE

1. To mend shoes
2. To wobble or walk in a swaying

manner
3. A small fishing boat with a flat

bottom
4. A Scottish thatched hut
Answers will appear in next week’s

issue.

Erratum
A front-page caption in last

week’s edition incorrectly identi-
fied William F. McClintock, Jr. as
a Scotch Plains Councilman. Mr.
McClintock is a former Council-
man and currently serves as the
head of the Scotch Plains Public
Library Board.

Will SPFEA Agree Not to Disrupt
Classrooms With Job Actions?

Heart Association Clarifies Article
On Merck Donation of Defibrillators

In a letter to the editor last week, Ed
Leonard, the President of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood teachers’ union, warns
that the failure to have a contract in place
by the beginning of the school year “has
created an atmosphere of low morale”
among our teachers, which in turn will
“diminish” the “quality of education” in
our schools. These are words no parent
likes to hear.

I am not privy to the negotiations
between our Board of Education, the
teachers’ union, and the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Education Association, and I
am not able to discern from the wording
of Mr. Leonard’s letter what is keeping
the two parties apart. But his letter raises
several questions: Knowing that time is
of the essence (as the teachers’ contract
expired on June 30th), why were only
two negotiation sessions scheduled this
summer, and why weren’t those sessions
held earlier than mid-July and the end of
August?

While the Board’s act of “declaring an
impasse” sounds like it has created a
stalemate, does it not in fact move the
negotiations along to the next step, which
is engaging a mediator to arbitrate the
dispute? Is it not true that the parties can
continue to negotiate a contract settle-
ment despite the declaration of an im-
passe?

As it seems that - at least in recent
memory - our school district has never
been able to achieve a contract settle-
ment in time for the beginning of the
school year, why didn’t both our Board
and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Educa-
tion Association (SPFEA) hire new ne-
gotiators to work on their behalf rather
than rehire the same two individuals
who have consistently failed to bring the

parties together?
In the business world, anyone with

such a record of failure would’ve been
replaced years ago. Given the union’s
concern about the diminished quality of
education in our schools, will the SPFEA
agree to encourage our teachers to put in
the time they require in the classroom
after regular school hours to prepare for
their lessons? Will it agree to encourage
our teachers to stay after school to assist
and provide guidance to their colleagues
new to the job? Will the SPFEA agree to
permit our teachers to take part in Back
to School Night so that they have the
much-needed opportunity to share the
curriculum with parents?

In other words, will the SPFEA agree
not to employ the disruptive job action
tactics it put in place three years ago?
Will our Board of Education and our
district and school administrators en-
sure that “business as usual” continues
in our schools while the negotiations
take their course? Will they ensure that
our teachers are working in a supportive
environment? Will they keep parents
informed of the status of negotiations
and of any impact such status has on our
children?

Mr. Leonard’s words are a call to the
entire school community - which in-
cludes the members of our Board of
Education, the SPFEA, our school dis-
trict administrators, and our school PTAs
- to come together to find ways to lessen
the impact on our teachers and students.

As long as we can all agree not to
disrupt the process of learning, we will
not diminish the educational environ-
ment our teachers and children deserve.

Heidi Schallenberg Sweeney
Scotch Plains

Your newspaper recently published
an article about a donation of an auto-
mated defibrillator (A-E-D) by Merck &
Company, Inc. to a number of Union
County towns – Rahway, Linden, Clark
and Fanwood, among them. There are a
couple of points in the article and one
statistic attributed to the American Heart
Association that I would like to clarify.

First, on behalf of the American Heart
Association, I want to congratulate and
thank the leadership and management of
Merck & Co. for its donation of
defibrillators to so many Union County
towns. Merck & Co. is a true “hero of the

chain of survival” – a critical four-step
process that can mean the difference
between life and death for someone ex-
periencing sudden cardiac arrest. Early
defibrillation is the critical third link in
the American Heart Association’s chain
of survival.

The article cited the American Heart
Association as saying “more than 25,000
people die annually from sudden cardiac
arrest.” The American Heart Associa-
tion estimates that at least 220,000
Americans, young and old, die each year
from sudden cardiac arrest. Former Celtic
basketball star and team captain Reggie
Lewis former Philadelphia high school
and college basketball star Hank Gath-
ers were each victims of cardiac arrest.

There have also been numerous sto-
ries in New Jersey of children, teens and
adults in their 20s, 30s, 40s that have
fallen victim to sudden cardiac arrest.
Sudden cardiac arrest is different than a
heart attack. Few victims survive after
10 minutes. The national survival rate is
only about 5 percent, because too few
people are trained in CPR and because
defibrillators are not widely available.
Early defibrillation must take place
within the first two to five minutes after
cardiac arrest occurs. Brain damage can
begin in the fifth to sixth minute.

The article also stated that “with ap-
propriate training, the (automated exter-
nal defibrillators) can be used even by
those outside standard medical fields.”
That is exactly the intention of model
American Heart Association legislation
that was signed into public law by Gov-
ernor Whitman on March 8, 1999. New
Jersey’s PAD (public access to defibril-
lation) legislation allows people, includ-
ing properly trained laypersons, to use
defibrillators to administer life-saving
defibrillation, and the law provides them
with Good Samaritan immunity.

The most important place for
defibrillators is for them to be in all
police, fire, emergency rescue and pub-
lic safety vehicles – typically the first on
the scene of an emergency. Beyond “first
responder programs,” the American
Heart Association strongly endorses the
placement of A-E-Ds in large public
gathering locations such as airports, shop-
ping malls, stadiums and arenas, large
corporate and industrial centers, golf
courses, casinos, health clubs and retire-
ment centers, among others.

Our congratulations to Merck & Com-
pany for helping to strengthen Union
County’s chain of survival.

Dr. Charles Dennis
Immediate Past President

American Heart Association

Labor Day Weekend Marks Official Kickoff
Of Campaign Season At State, Local Levels

Care Free Days Are Over For Kids
And Parents Alike As Schools Open

Labor Day — just a few days away — marks the
traditional end of summer and the traditional start
of the fall political campaign season. And around
here, the coming two months promise to be a busy
time, with most voters almost certain to come into
contact with a candidate for one office or another.
Locally, a gaggle of candidates will be vying for
council seats.

In Westfield, four Republican incumbents will be
seeking new terms. In the First Ward, Peter Echausse
will face Democrat Reid Edles; in the Second Ward,
Republican Matthew P. Albano will square off against
Thomas Fuccillo; Third Ward incumbent Neil Sullivan
will face Democrat Kevin Walsh and, in the Fourth
Ward, Janis Fried Weinstein will be opposed by
Democrat Susan Jacobson, who ran unsuccessfully
for Mayor last year. In Scotch Plains, Democrat
Patricia Romano and Republican Guy Celentano
will square off to fill an unexpired council seat
currently held by a Democrat. And in Fanwood,
incumbent Democrat Katherine Mitchell, along with
Michael Brennan, will face Republicans David
Trumpp and Chester Lindsey.

If these 14 don’t satiate your political appetite, it’s
highly likely our area will be visited by both candi-
dates for governor. Republican Bret Schundler and
Democrat Jim McGreevey have already spent time in
our towns — and as the campaign heads for the home
stretch, it’s a good bet we’ll be seeing more of both
men before the November 6 election. Then there are
those running for local State Senate and Assembly
seats as well as the candidates for the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders. We urge area drivers to
keep their eyes pealed for political candidates er-
rantly crossing our streets.

One of the easiest promises for a political candi-
date to make—and bend and break — is that his or
her campaign will be a clean one that is focused
solely on the issues. We hope candidates at all levels
do their utmost to prevent their campaigns from
degenerating into mudslinging, negative, and ulti-
mately useless, affairs. There are enough issues to be
seriously discussed this fall — from taxes and tolls
to downtown development and urban sprawl to auto
insurance and parking and traffic problems — that
there should be no time to waste on personal attacks.

Time to break out the pens and pencils, notebooks
and backpacks, brand new school clothes and lunch
money. It’s back to school for area kids next week,
meaning the carefree days of summer are over — not
only for the youngsters, but also for their parents. It’s
been more than two months since homework wor-
ries, book report angst, missed rides, early morning
and after-school practices, show-and-tell crises, sick-
nesses — real and imagined, good and bad hair days
and all the other emergencies of the moment have
reared their ugly heads.

But next week should also be a time of pride for
parents as they watch their offspring — a year
older and, hopefully, wiser than last September—
head off for what may be their very first day of

school, their entry into high school or the first day
of their pivotal senior year of high school. Of
course, countless families have already bade some
tearful farewells to their adult children as they set
off for college.

The years tend to fly by quicker than many of us
would like, so, between the day-to-day events, some
of them frustrating — like trying to explain algebra
to a teary-eyed sixth grader or hastily slapping to-
gether a plaster topography map of some foreign
country or waking early to drive someone to a pre-
dawn swim practice — parents should remember
that these days and these responsibilities won’t last
forever. And for many parents, the wish will be that
they could last indefinitely.

Contract Talks Will Not Impact
Implementation of School Bond

Editor’s Note: The following is a copy
of a letter sent to Caren Goldberg, Cor-
responding Secretary, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Parent Teacher Association
Council.

*  *  *  *  *
The Board of Education appreci-

ates and shares your hope for a prompt
conclusion to the current negotiations
between the Board and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Education Associa-
tion. We are acutely aware of the
approaching school year, and the need
for both sides to act responsibility in
agreeing on a contract. To this end,
the Board applied for a mediator in
June, knowing that we could with-
draw this application if a settlement
was reached in the meantime, but also
knowing to wait until the end of the
summer would cause a delay well into
the school year before a mediator is
assigned to us.

We appreciate the support shown by
our community members for the passage
of the school facilities bond and the past
two school budgets. Indeed, this coop-
eration has not gone all one way. The
board made the commitment to the bond
because of the recognized need and the
urgings of the parents, staff and PTA.
Together as a team, parents, staff, PTA
and community members worked for the
successful passage of the bond for the
good of the children and our communi-
ties.

We keenly perceive the impact on the
local taxpayers of this facilities bond,

the last two school budgets, and future
budgets. We are sensitive to the financial
impact of our settlement and are pre-
pared to make cuts in staff and programs
if the settlement costs are higher than
expected.

We clearly recognize that the high
quality of our schools is a reflection of
the excellent quality of our teaching
staff, among other factors. We want to
continue attracting the best teachers with
an appealing combination of salary, ben-
efits, working conditions and coopera-
tive, supportive atmosphere. We all ben-
efit from an agreement that will attract
good teachers in this time of teacher
shortages.

You can trust the Board to success-
fully implement the plans outlined in the
bond referendum and budget during the
coming school year because we know
that all Board members are highly com-
petent and are dedicated to working to-
ward the best education of our children.
Fortunately, this is also equally true for
both our teachers and our administra-
tors.

For our schools to continue to func-
tion at their current level of excellence,
it is essential for staff, parents, commu-
nity members, and the Board to coopera-
tively work together, focussed on what is
best for the children of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood.

Dr. Donald E. Sheldon
President

Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education

Letters to the Editor

Developing Ballfields At Ashbrook
Would Present Potential Problems

Despite the interest of Scotch Plains
in developing a four-ballfield sports com-
plex on Union County property within
the Ashbrook Reservation, the Clark En-
vironmental Commission can see a num-
ber of potential problems associated with
the proposal.

Clearing for the complex would de-
stroy thousands of trees and shrubs in-
cluding a small pine forest that repre-
sents the northernmost remnant of Pine
Barrens habitat in the state.

Additional stormwater runoff from
cleared, compacted ground would ad-
versely affect flooding characteristics,

aquifer recharge and water quality along
the Robinson’s Branch and its tributar-
ies.

Limitations on parking at the pro-
posed complex would require the stag-
gered scheduling of games on the four
fields, thereby creating the potential for
expanded hours of operation, periodic
episodes of traffic congestion, prolonged
periods of noise and light pollution, and
expansion of refreshment merchandis-
ing in the neighborhood.

Because of Green Acres statewide
access requirements, a conspicuous

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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Gruntal is proud to present a new and powerful 
college savings tool.

The 529 Plan is a college savings plan that allows investors to
save money for higher education on a tax-advantaged basis for use
at any accredited post secondary school, college or university in 
the country.

•  Gain on investments grow federally tax-deferred until withdrawn.
•  When gains are withdrawn they are taxed at the ordinary income   

tax rate of the beneficiary.
•  The donor can change beneficiaries at any time.
•  Money is immediately removed from the taxable estate and 

qualifies for the $10,000 annual gift tax exclusion.
•  Non-qualified withdrawals can be made anytime, subject to a  

penalty of not less than 10%.

For more information on how the 529 Plan can benefit you 
please contact:

Kenneth M. Ford
Vice President – Investments

Gruntal & Co., L.L.C.
150 E. 42nd Street

New York, NY 10017
212/351-4349  or  800/223-8114 

Gruntal & Co., L.L.C.  
Member NYSE/SIPC   
www.gruntal.com
8/01

Are You Concerned  
About Saving Enough  
Money to Send Your  

Children to 
College?

DONALD D. VANARELLI
CERTIFIED ELDER LAW ATTORNEY*

MEDICAID PLANNING • GUARDIANSHIP • PROBATE • SSI
SOCIAL SECURITY • MEDICARE • WILLS • TRUSTS • ESTATES

WILL DISPUTES • NURSING HOME LITIGATION • RETIREMENT PLANNING

• Fewer than 1 in 3,000 NJ attorneys are Board - Certified in Elder Law

By the National Elder Law Foundation,
Accredited by the American Bar Association

REGISTERED GUARDIAN
By the National Guardianship Association

WESTFIELD • 908-232-7400
dvanarelli.lawoffice.com

OWEN BRAND

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local (908) 789-2730
            Toll Free (888) 489-9680
                         Pager (908) 535-8244
                                      obrand@ivymortgage.com

Licenced Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing lender

Life Feeling Upside Down?
Maybe I Can Help...

 �Individual / Couples

 �Adolescents / Families

  �Group Therapy

 �Alcohol / Drug Treatment

 �Gay / Lesbian Concerns

 �Consultation

David A. Manning, LCSW, CADC
(Union County Area)

Please Call For Appointment
Tel./Fax: (908) 232-4347

E-Mail: Froyd123@aol.com

*Limited Time Only

Experience a Shifman handmade mattress – the most

comfortable mattress in the world. Every Ultra Premium

Set is crafted entirely by hand, combining 100%

cotton upholstery, a unique hand-tufting

process, and eight-way hand-tied

boxsprings. Ensuring the

most durable and 

luxurious bedding ever.

Come in now and you’ll

enjoy some very 

comfortable savings.

Save 35-50% plus up to $100 instant rebate*

SLEEP BETTER WITH $100 IN YOUR POCKET.SLEEP BETTER WITH $100 IN YOUR POCKET.

*Saturn
Sugg. Sale After
Retail Rebate**

Twin ea. pc. $920 $499 $474
Full ea. pc. $1120 $599 $574
Queen set $2480 $1349 $1249
King set $3520 $1899 $1799

*Savoy
Sugg. Sale After
Retail Rebate**

Twin ea. pc. $800 $429 $404
Full ea. pc. $970 $529 $504
Queen set $2170 $1169 $1069
King set $3070 $1649 $1549

Crystal
Sugg. Sale
Retail

Twin ea. pc. $310 $169
Full ea. pc. $420 $229
Queen set $1070       $599
King set $1510       $799

Bancroft
Sugg. Sale
Retail

Twin ea. pc. $240 $119
Full ea. pc. $360 $189

*Applies to Ultra Premium sets only ($50 rebate twin & full, $100 rebate queen & king).
**After Rebate prices based on purchase of complete set - no rebate on purchase of mattress or boxspring only.MONDAY-SATURDAY 10-5:30 • THURSDAY EVENINGS ‘TIL 9 PM • SUNDAY 1-5

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, New Jersey 07069 • (908) 756-7623
33 Forest Avenue, Hawthorne, New Jersey 07506 • (973) 427-1848

sports complex could attract the atten-
tion of the numerous softball, baseball,
football, soccer and cricket teams across
the state who are clamoring for playing
space. Despite Scotch Plains’ desire to
manage the complex, there could be
pressure to allow access through nearly
continuous use, which would severely
impact traffic, noise and light pollution
in the area.

Whatever the statutory requirements
for the protection of wetlands, current
scientific knowledge indicates that any
intrusion into the reservation at the pro-
posed site would threaten the wetland
and upland habitats of protected wood
turtles in the reservation.

Recently, Scotch Plains moved to sell
its open space holdings in the 11.7-acre
tract on Fanwood Avenue. Selling off

open space and asking for county open
space is counterproductive to the preser-
vation of open space in the county.

The proposed sports complex would
rest on a significant American Indian
site that has never studied using modern
archaeological methods.

Given the current concern over West
Nile Virus, the sitting of playing fields
within the actual swamp will surely cre-
ate significant conflict between sports
attendees and environmental needs to
maintain an adequate food chain within
the sensitive wetlands habitat.

William T. Fidurski
Chairman

Clark Environmental Commission
Clark

More Letters to the Editor

Developing Ballfields At Ashbrook
Would Present Potential Problems

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

TAKING A TOUR…State Assemblymen Thomas Kean, Jr. and Richard H.
Bagger of Westfield, at left, listen to Gerald M. Ellner, right, President of
Synergy, Inc. in Cranford, explain how his company’s product is packaged and
marketed. They are pictured during a recent tour sponsored by the New Jersey
Business and Industry Association (NJBIA). Also pictured are James Sinclair,
center, First Vice President of the NJBIA, and Mr. Ellner’s son, Todd. Synergy
manufacturers pillowcases, comforters, pillow shams and duvet covers.

By STEVEN KRAKAUER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch Plains
property taxes increased almost 8 per-
cent this year, marking the largest in-
crease in the past seven years. To many
residents, who flooded the municipal
tax office with questions and com-
plaints, the move came as a surprise.

Over the last six years, Scotch Plains
property taxes have increased at an
average of less than 3 percent. This
year’s levity was 5.26 percent.

In a report put out three weeks ago
by the Tax Office of Scotch Plains, the
township notes that on property as-
sessed at $100,000, the municipal tax
increase would be $40 per year. Last
year there was no municipal property
tax increase.

This year, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education increase
was more than triple that of last year,
jumping from an $80 to $290 increase.

Also, the Union County tax increase
was $50 this year, up from $30 in
2000.

Jack Panosh, a Scotch Plains resi-
dent, said that when he contacted Tax
Assessor Marie Davis, she informed
him that “people were coming in in
droves” to complain about the tax
increase.

Ms. Davis did not return numerous
phone calls requesting comment.

The largest increase this year was
that of the Board of Education. Board
President Dr. Donald E. Sheldon said
that he “had heard” of the large num-
ber of complaints by local citizens
regarding the tax increase.

He said, however, that there is good
reason for the increase.

“We have a significant increase in

enrollment at all schools, which means
we’ll also have to cover the cost of
additional teachers that are hired due
to the increased enrollment,” he said.

He also said that 80 percent of the
school budget goes to personnel costs
of the Board of Education. There is
also a small increase due to the New
Facilities Bond Referendum that was
passed last year.

Mr. Panosh sees a problem with the
increases.

“In this time of economic downturn
where everything is in the negative,
the Board of Education has the gall to
do major building projects,” he said.
“It’s just too much all at once in a time
where people can’t afford it.”

Dr. Sheldon said the board has al-
ways been diligent in its attempts to
keep taxes low. “The board has made
great efforts in the last two years to
maintain as low an increase as possible;
however, now we’re facing reality.”

The Board President also said that
the tax increase will be much greater
in Fanwood next year, and will be
significantly lower in Scotch Plains.

Some citizens can see a reason for
the increase. Angelo Zanfardino, a
local business and propoerty owner
said, “Nobody likes when they (town
officials) increase taxes, but if it’s a
must for the well-being of the com-
munity, then we should let it be.”

Still, Mr. Panosh feels the town
shouldn’t have overwhelmed citizens.
“They shoved everything into one
project. It’s just unconscionable,” he
said.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Carol
B. Choye and Township Manager Rich-
ard E. Atkins did not return phone calls.

Tax Increase Surprises
Scotch Plains Residents

See us in the Verizon Yellow Pages.
Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a

Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.
(908) 789-9000INJURY CASES

Jim Hely

A
• Life Insurance
• Disability Insurance
• Long Term Care
• Employee Benefits

      908.233.0920

Art
Ammermuller
“Helping People”

County Opts Against
Developing Ashbrook
For Soccer, Ball Fields

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Citing sev-
eral environmental concerns, the
Union County Board of Freeholders
this week decided not to move ahead
on a project that would allow Scotch
Plains to develop a small portion of
the Ashbrook Reservation into badly-
needed ball fields.

In a letter on Tuesday to Mayor
Martin L. Marks, Union County
Deputy County Manager George
Devanney said the Freeholders deci-
sion was “due to the serious environ-
mental concerns” identified by an
environmental engineer hired by the
county, “including the eradication of
nearly 2,000 mature trees.”

Also cited was the potential for
increased flooding in the communi-
ties near Scotch Plains.

Expressing his disappointment with
the county’s decision, Ray Poerio,
Director of Parks and Recreation in
Scotch Plains, said local officials “will
continue to take a look and see if any
open space is available.” He told The
Leader and The Times that the town-
ship has already conducted an inven-
tory of potential properties for parks
and ball fields, “but none [of the
owners] were willing to sell at a rea-
sonable price.”

“Our backs are kind of up against
the wall,” he continued. “In a 9.6
square mile town, there’s not a whole
lot of room to do anything. Hopefully,
something will break free.”

The township government first
signed a letter of intent with the county
two years ago to explore development

of a corner of the reservation, via a $1
per year, 99-year lease, and build two
ball fields and two soccer fields.

Since that time, Scotch Plains spent
more than $100,000 on engineering
and environmental studies to make
sure the project was feasible. The
Township Council also heard the con-
cerns of local, neighboring and re-
gional environmental groups about
the planned development. Earlier in
the summer, Mayor Marks, who was
unavailable for comment for this story,
urged the freeholders to make a final
decision on the project before Sep-
tember.

“In performing an internal impact/
benefit analysis,” the county’s letter
to Mayor Marks said, “the county
measured potential adverse impacts
that could occur as a result of the
proposed development. Specifically
considered were the alteration of the
natural environment, the degradation
of water quality, the disturbance to
natural wildlife, and the disturbance
to the surrounding environment.”

Other considerations figuring in the
rejection of the development included
“increased traffic pollution through
the reservation, resulting in additional
automobile exhaust” and “the need
for more information on the potential
prehistoric archeological significance
of the Ashbrook Reservation.”

Mr. Devanney urged Scotch Plains
officials to consider seeking funds
from the county’s Open Space Trust
Fund to develop athletic fields else-
where in town. Mr. Poerio said this
was something that “we’ll take full
advantage of.”
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Youth Essay Contest About
Golf Offered For Ages 6-17

Son, Christopher,
Born to Luisis

Michael and Lisa Luisi of Fanwood
have announced the birth of their
son, Christopher Michael Luisi, on
Friday, August 3, at Riverview Medi-
cal Center in Red Bank.

Christopher weighed 7 pounds and
12 ounces and measured 19¼ inches
in length at birth.

Christopher’s maternal grandpar-
ents are John and Alice Quinn of
Middletown.

His paternal grandparents are
James and Susan Luisi of Staten Is-
land, N.Y.

Wellses Welcome
Jonathan Richard

Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Wells of
Long Valley have announced the birth
of their son, Jonathan Richard Wells,
on Monday, July 23, at St. Barnabas
Medical Center in Livingston.

Jonathan weighed 8 pounds and 1
ounce and measured 20 inches in
length at birth.

He joins his sister, Rachel Chris-
tine, 15 months old, and his half-
sisters, Megan Anne and Amy Nicole
McQuaide, ages 8 and 7, respec-
tively.

The mother is the former Miss
Laura E. Kayal of Mahwah.

Jonathan’s maternal grandparents
are Mr. and Mrs. Basil Kayal of
Mahwah.

Mrs. June K. Wells of Westfield
and the late Herbert A. Wells are his
paternal grandparents.

Ms. Bridget Harrington
To Marry Dr. Andrew Allen

Dr. Andrew S. Allen and Ms. Bridget A. Harrington

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Harrington
of Scotch Plains, formerly of
Westfield, have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, Ms.
Bridget Anne Harrington, to Dr. An-
drew Stuart Allen of Santa Barbara,
Calif.  He is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Stephen Allen of San Jose, Calif.

The bride-to-be is a 1992 graduate
of Westfield High School and earned
a Bachelor of Science Degree in
Communication from Southern Or-
egon University in Ashland, Ore. She
is employed as a Program Manager
for Vetronix Corporation in Santa
Barbara.

Her fiancé is a graduate of
Lynbrook High School in San Jose.

SCOTCH PLAINS — A youth es-
say contest, entitled “How Golf Can
Help Improve My Self Control and
Self Image,” is being sponsored by
the John Shippen Memorial Founda-
tion in conjunction with its golf tour-
nament on Saturday, October 6.

All entries must be submitted by
Friday, September 14, and will be
judged in two divisions, ages 6 to 11
and 12 to 17. Entries (a minimum of
one page done on a word processor
or hand-written) will be judged and
the winners announced at the Epochs
of Courage Junior Golf Clinic for
youngsters ages 5 to 17.

The  clinic will be held October 6,
from 9 a.m. to noon, at the Scotch
Hills Clubhouse Golf Course on
Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains,
where the tournament is also taking
place.

Each participant in the clinic will
receive a copy of the book “Forbid-
den Fairways” by Dr. Calvin Sinnitt.
The clinic will be conducted by

Ramona Meriwether of Golf Ser-
vices and Event Planning.

Ms. Meriwether will also be in
charge of an exhibit to be displayed
in the clubhouse during regular op-
eration hours on October 4, 5 and 6.
The exhibit is described as appealing
to all ages, whether they are golfers
or not, and is free.

Essays should be mailed to the
John Shippen Foundation, 1597 St.
Ann Street, Scotch Plains, 07076.
Winners, who will be awarded prizes
locally, will become finalists in a
national contest.

For further information or ques-
tions, please call (908) 322-2986.

Arts, History Groups Invited
To Attend Web Workshop

WESTFIELD — The Union
County Division of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs will hold a work-
shop on Tuesday, September 11,
where members of county arts and
history groups and organizations will
be able to discuss development of
Internet sites to connect them with
their audiences.

The Website workshop will take
place from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. in the
Community Room of the Westfield
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, which is handicapped-acces-
sible.

“Responding to the requests of
many arts organizations in the county,
the Union County Division of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs is plan-
ning a workshop to provide organi-
zations with the opportunity to meet
colleagues for an evening of brain-
storming, discussions and network-
ing,” said Freeholder Mary Ruotolo,
Liaison to the Cultural and Heritage
Programs Advisory Board.

“Experienced Website managers
will facilitate discussions about
today’s Website possibilities and pro-
vide technical background,” Free-
holder Ruotolo added.

Presenters will include Dee Billia,
Director of Marketing for the NJ The-
ater Alliance, and Lynn Lancaster,
President of Advanced Networking
and Communication Corp.

A registration fee of $10, which

includes a light supper and all mate-
rials, must be submitted by Tuesday,
September 4.

Services of assistance are avail-
able upon advance request. The work-
shop is supported by the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers and a grant from the New Jersey
State Council on the Arts, Depart-
ment of State, a partner agency of the
National Endowment for the Arts.

For further information about this
workshop and other available pro-
grams and services, please contact
the Union County Division of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs, 633 Pearl
Street, Elizabeth 07202, at (908) 558-
2550. Relay users are asked to dial
711. The email address is
scoen@unioncountynj.org.
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C O M P A N Y

Your wonderful long  life, as you tell us, is due to
never drinking water �, but we believe our
Westfield environment for all of  those  years
had something to do with it.  We appreciate our
former Westfield High School Star Basketball
Player, active volunteer, & Town participant.

HAPPY 95TH BIRTHDAY

Dear Gladys, we celebrate your kind, humanitarian spirit while
being a great friend & neighbor to all of us.  We toast you on
your special birthday, August 31st & lovingly look forward to
the festivities of your 100th!

CONGRATULATIONS!!

Gladys W. Smith Gleason
(nee Wewer)

He received a Bachelor of Arts
Degree in Biological Sciences
from the University of California
at Santa Barbara and his doctorate
in Biogeochemistry from Duke
University.

Dr. Allen is employed as a Re-
search Associate at the University of
California at Santa Barbara.

A wedding is planned for spring of
2003 in Santa Barbara.

Miss Jaclyn Weinreich
To Wed Christopher Wahlers

Miss Jaclyn Weinreich and Christopher Wahlers

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Weinreich of
Baltimore have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, Miss
Jaclyn Weinreich, to Christopher
Wahlers. He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Gary Wahlers of Scotch Plains.

A graduate of Gettysburg College
in Gettysburg, Pa., and Johns Hopkins
School of Nursing in Baltimore, the
bride-elect is employed in the inten-

sive care unit at Johns Hopkins Hos-
pital in Baltimore.

Her fiancé, also a graduate of
Gettysburg College, is in his third
year at the New Jersey Dental School,
which is part of the University of
Medicine and Dentistry of New Jer-
sey.

The couple plans to be married in
August of next year.

Cannonball House Lists
Final Day to View

Victorian Costumes
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Osborn

Cannonball House, located at 1840
Front Street in Scotch Plains, will be
open on Sunday, September 2, from
2 to 4 p.m. There will be no admis-
sion charge.

This will be the final day to view
the museum’s display of original
Victorian White Afternoon costumes.
Docents will give guided tours of the
museum and herb garden.

Mothers to Hear Talk
On Nutrition for Kids
CRANFORD — On Wednesday,

September 5, at 7:30 p.m., nutrition-
ist Laura Bransky will speak to the
Union County chapter of Mothers &
More about healthy eating for tod-
dlers, preschoolers and early elemen-
tary-age children.

Ms. Bransky, a Mothers & More
member and a registered dietician,
will present ideas for preschool
snacks and brown bag lunches, as
well as information on essential nu-
trients and antioxidants that should
be part of a child’s daily diet.

The program will take place at
Hanson House, 38 Springfield Av-
enue in Cranford.

Mothers & More is an interna-
tional, not-for-profit organization
supporting women who have altered
their career paths in order to care for
their children at home.

The Union County chapter offers a
variety of activities, including
evening discussions, guest speakers,
mom’s night out, a book discussion,
craft club and weekly play groups.

The chapter holds meetings on the
first and third Wednesday of each
month at Hanson House. New mem-
bers are always welcome. For addi-
tional information, please call Jan at
(732) 381-3199 or Heidi at (908)
810-7165.

Fanwood Senior Citizens Post
Dates For Meeting and Trip

Rosarians Announce
Benefit Gift Wrap Sale
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Immacu-

late Heart of Mary Rosary Society
will run an Innisbrook Gift Wrap
Sale on the weekends of September
15 and 16 and September 22 and 23.

The sale will be held after the 5:30
p.m. Masses on Saturday evenings
and after all the Masses on the two
Sundays, in the Father Byrne Audi-
torium at Immaculate Heart of Mary
Roman Catholic Church, located at
1571 South Martine Avenue in Scotch
Plains.

Featured will be gift wrap, totes,
bags, gift boxes, duo and trio pack-
ages, ribbons, bows, tissues, home
décor gifts for all seasons, gourmet
food items and products for children.

Chairwomen Pat Markey and Rose-
mary Kelly and members of the Ro-
sary Society will be on hand to take
the orders. Deliveries will be made
before the holidays. All proceeds
will benefit the society’s various
charities.

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Se-
nior Citizens Club has announced
that its meetings will resume on
Monday, September 10.

All meetings are held on the sec-
ond and fourth Monday of each
month, at 11 a.m., and are followed
by a guest speaker. Coffee and bagels
or rolls are served at each meeting.

Club members also take one-day
trips to the casinos in Atlantic City
and attend various luncheons
around the state, which feature en-
tertainment.

An overnight, three-day, two-
night trip is scheduled to Pennsyl-
vania Dutch Country from Mon-
day, October 1, through Wednes-
day, October 3.

Among the highlights of the trip will
be visits to the Bird In Hand Farmers

Market; a pretzel factory, where par-
ticipants can sample pretzels and twist
their own; an Amish farm and house;
the Apple Dinner Theater; a country
shop and quilt store, and the Buchanan
Museum (Wheatland), the rural home
of President James Buchanan. There
will also be a guided tour of the Amish
countryside.

Two breakfasts and one smorgas-
bord dinner will be included as well.

For information and reservations,
please call Art Badala at (908) 889-
4494.

Ketubah Unit to Hold
Dinner September 16
AREA — The B’nai B’rith

Ketubah Married Couples Unit (40+)
will meet for dinner at Bahrs Land-
ing, 2 Bay Avenue in Highlands, on
Sunday, September 16, at 5:30 p.m.

The cost is each person’s share of
the bill. The restaurant is not Kosher,
but there are many fish items on the
menu.

Ketubah Unit is open to married
Jewish couples who are 40 and older.
Non-members are welcome to come
to the dinner. Interested individuals are
asked to call Phyllis at (973) 992-5791,
no later than Friday, September 14.

Strength Training Class
For Seniors on Tap
At Y in September

WESTFIELD — The Westfield Y,
located at 220 Clark Street, will be-
gin a Senior Strength Training Class
on Thursday, September 6.

Classes, for current Y members,
will be held on Mondays and Thurs-
days, from 9:15 to 10 a.m. A doctor’s
consent is required.

A certified instructor will teach
participants how to properly use the
Nautilus and Cybex equipment.

Strength training exercise is de-
signed to condition the body, help
avoid injury, improve independence
and make daily tasks easier.

The cost is $30 for Gold and Silver
members and $55 for Basic members.

Interested individuals are asked to
call Michael Johnson at (908) 233-
2700, extension no. 251.

STICKLEY • KINDEL • HENKEL HARRIS • BAKER • WIDDICOMB • KARGES • STATTON • DIMES

LABOR DAY

CELEBRATION
SPECTACULAR SAVINGS

NOW THRU
SEPTEMBER 3RD

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

Storewide Savings on All Furniture 
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908) 756-7623

33 Forest Avenue, Hawthorne, NJ 07506 • (973) 427-1848

Monday - Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday 10-9 • Sunday 1-5
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Willow Grove Announces
School Rally Day Sept. 9

Pre-Rosh Hashanah Lecture
Planned by Torah Center

Sweetness of a Rose Helps Ease
Sting of Life’s Thorny Moments

Rev. Donald K. Hummel

By REV. DONALD K. HUMMEL

“It’s the most wonderful time of
the year…”

Recently, I was struck to hear these
lyrics drifting musically through my
consciousness and I wondered why
they were singing a song usually
associated with the “holidays” in
August.

While even I can appreciate the
need to prepare for the “season” suf-
ficiently in advance, the timing
seemed to be preposterously inap-
propriate.

Upon further examination – I did
an extensive investigation, of course!
– I found that the “holiday” in ques-
tion had nothing to do with late win-
ter religious celebrations of any kind.

Rather, I observed a commercial
for a mega-office supply store, with
weary parents clicking their heels
and dancing through the aisles, fill-
ing up shopping carts with school
supplies, followed by nearly despon-
dent children who obviously were
preparing to return to the “salt mines”
of the autumn school semester.

The scene brought home to me the
reality that, in life, we need to learn
to deal with whatever comes our way
– good and bad, happy and sad, play
and work, criticism and recognition
– and that, if we are around long
enough, we’ll get an approximately
equal share from both ends of the
spectrum. What we strive for is
(should be?) balance or harmony, or
yin-yang, or however you choose to
“package it.”

How do we accept this reality and
make it work to our advantage, as

well as those around us? One simple
suggestion – certainly not the only or
definitive one – that I have seen
succeed time after time, with wide
and diverse groups of young and old
alike, in a fairly primitive, “high
adventure” setting in the mountains
of northeast New Mexico, where I’ve
spent a good many summers, is called
simply, “Thorns and Roses.” Here’s
how it works:

At the end of the day, as night is
falling, the group gathers in a circle
to “debrief” the day. Anyone may
complain about anybody or anything
on the trail that day – but first, some-
thing positive must be said about that
same person (or thing) — then, and
only then, can the criticism be voiced.
Brilliant. Simple. Challenging.
And…it really works!

We all like and need to be af-
firmed. None of us likes to be criti-
cized. It’s far easier to “hear” where
I still have to grow, if I feel valued
and you’ve told me that. Life gives us
the “opportunities” to both grow and
affirm. When these are in “balance,”
when we acknowledge that all of our
lives are composed of both thorns
and roses, then every day and any
time of year, can be wonderful…full
of the wonder and mystery of the
great gift of life itself.

May you and those you hold dear
know how blessed you are today –
and every day.

*  *  *  *  *
Reverend Hummel is Pastor of St.

Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church, located at 2032
Westfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.
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SCOTCH PLAINS — On Sunday,
September 9, the Willow Grove Pres-
byterian Church in Scotch Plains will
resume its fall schedule with a Church
School Rally Day program at 9 a.m.

The congregation will assemble in
celebration and song, convening the
Christian Education hour with classes
for all age groups.

Youngsters will follow a David C.
Cook curriculum and young adults

will follow a curriculum preparing
them for church membership and
involvement. Adults will study New
Testament Biblical materials.

All classes and discussion groups
are open to the community, members
of which are invited to participate.

Punch, coffee and light breakfast
snacks will be served during the Fel-
lowship Hour, from 10 to 10:30 a.m.,
downstairs in Ryno Hall.

The morning worship service will
commence at 10:30 a.m. in the sanc-
tuary. Pastor Kenneth Hetzel will con-
clude his summer-long sermon series
on popular passages of Scripture by
presenting a message entitled “Dem
Bones, Dem Bones, Dem Dry Bones.”

The title refers to the Old Testa-
ment story of the prophet Ezekiel
being shown a field of dry bones and
being asked by God if the bones can
yet live. The story from Ezekiel 37
will be told by Elder Sandy Kling.
Members of the Chancel Choir will
offer the Gospel song “Dry Bones.”

During the children’s part of the
worship service, Pastor Hetzel will
draw cartoons referring to Ezekiel
37, after which the youngsters will
be dismissed to a new Children’s
Worship program featuring a rota-
tional approach to Bible stories
through creative dramatics, music,
crafts and mission.

The Sacrament of Communion will
also be celebrated. Child care will be
offered all morning in the ARK for
infants and toddlers.

Church members, friends and
guests will gather at LaGrande Park
in Fanwood for the Annual Willow
Grove Church Picnic. The event will
feature food, fellowship and games,
along with activities for all. In the
event of rain, an indoor picnic will be
held at the church, located at 1961
Raritan Road.

For more information, or to sign
up for the picnic, please call the
church office at (908) 232-5678,
Monday through Friday.

WESTFIELD — The Union
County Torah Center will feature a
special Pre-Rosh Hashanah lecture
entitled “Presenting for the 5762nd

time: Creation; a Divine Production.”
The program will take place on

Wednesday, September 5, at 8 p.m.
at the center, located at 418 Central
Avenue in Westfield.

The lecture will focus on the mythi-
cal insights of the Jewish New Year
and will be based on selected Bibli-

cal and Talmudic text relating to the
subject matter, which will be pro-
vided to all participants.

Rabbi Levi Block of the Torah
Center, who will present the lecture,
explained, “Rosh Hashanah marks
the anniversary of creation 5760 years
ago. According to the kabbalah, the
drama of creation is metaphysically
reenacted every year.”

“The lecture will discuss how to
access the enormous creative energy
released during the High Holidays,”
Rabbi Block added. He said the pro-
gram will also explore humanity’s
role in perfecting God’s creation.

The lecture will be open to the
public free of charge. For more infor-
mation, please call the center at (908)
789-5252.

Women’s Center to Present
Support Group on Divorce

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Center
for Women and Families, a New
Jersey non-profit corporation, will
present an introductory, four-week
support group for women who are
contemplating separation and di-
vorce.

The program will be held on
Wednesday evenings starting Sep-
tember 5, from 7:30 to 9 p.m., at the
center’s offices at 1801 East Second
Street in Scotch Plains.

The group provides support on
emotional issues such as sadness,
anger, guilt and fear, as well as infor-
mation on monetary and legal issues
such as child custody, family law and
divorce mediation.

New groups will begin in October,
featuring “Master Your Health and
Wellness,” a two-part group for en-
hancing learning in the areas of
health, facilitated by obstetrician-
gynecologist Dr. Christine
Masterson, and healing massage,
facilitated by certified massage thera-
pist Claudia Erde.

Other groups will include “Living
with Attention Deficit Disorder
(ADHD)”; “How to be Your Own
Best Friend”; “Returning to the
Workforce/Career Redirection”;
“Computer Tutoring Program” and
“A Course in Spiritual Development.”

The last of these courses will cover
authors such as Wayne Dyer, Deepak
Chopra, Marianne Williamson and
Joel Goldsmith as an introduction to
spirituality.

“Divorce 101 Continued” will be-
gin where the spring 2000 group left
off, and new members are also wel-
come. Support groups for children,
entitled “Children Helping Children,”
provides activities, peer support and
appropriate outlets of self-expres-
sion for children ages 5 through 16
who are impacted by changing fami-
lies.

The Center for Women and Fami-
lies is a private, non-profit agency
offering short-term, low- or no-cost
individual counseling, help-line re-
ferrals and self-help support groups
for women and their families.

In addition, the center sponsors
free, half-hour legal consultations,
by appointment, to help those seek-
ing legal advice get started towards
solutions.

Membership is $35 and the cost to
participate in the groups varies. Fi-
nancial scholarships are available for
those in need. To register for the
“Contemplating Separation and Di-

vorce” group or to obtain the center’s
newsletter about other groups, please
call (908) 322-6007 or send an email
to the
centerforwomenandfamilies@yahoo.com.

Additional information may also
be found at the agency’s Website,
www.centerforwomenandfamilies.org.

Health Fair to be Conducted
For Area Residents Sept. 15
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Regional Health Department will
sponsor a Health Fair for residents of
Westfield, Fanwood, Mountainside,
Garwood, Springfield and Roselle
Park on Saturday, September 15, from
8:30 a.m. to noon.

The program will take place in the
Westfield Municipal Building Com-
munity Room, located at 425 East
Broad Street.

Included will be the following free
services: Multiple physician consult-
ants; blood sugar screening; blood
pressure screening; anemia screen-

ing and free samples.
In addition, there will be a Labora-

tory Blood Testing program avail-
able, for which registration is re-
quired. The tests offered, and their
costs, are as follow: Smac-26 with
differential, $17; TSH, $10; T4, $5;
RH Factor, $10; Sed Rate, $10; Total
Iron, $5; PSA, $30, and Urine Analy-
sis, $5.

Interested individuals are asked to
call the Health Department at (908)
789-4070 after Tuesday, September
4, for information on registration for
the laboratory tests.

Registration Revealed
For Fall Story Times
At Township Library
SCOTCH PLAINS – Registration

for the Fall 2001 Story Time at the
Scotch Plains Public Library will
begin on Tuesday, September 4, and
will continue until each class is full.
The maximum number per class is
25 children. A sign-up sheet will be
available on the Children’s Room
desk.

“Pre-School Story Time” will run
on Tuesdays, October 9 through
November 20, from 10 to 10:30 a.m.
or 1:30 to 2 p.m. Children must be
three years old on or before the date
of the first program.

“K to 1st Grade Story Time” will
run on Tuesdays, also October 9
through November 20, from 3:30 to
4 p.m.

Registration for crafts at the li-
brary is now underway and will con-
tinue until each class is full. These
are parent-child activities for ages 3
to 6.

 The maximum number per class
is 20 children. There will be a sign-
up sheet on the Children’s Room
desk. Crafts will run on Fridays,
starting September 21.

These programs are offered to
Scotch Plains residents who hold
library cards. For further informa-
tion, please call the Children’s Room
between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday
through Friday, at (908) 322-5007.

St. Bart’s Rosarians Set
September 10 Meeting
SCOTCH PLAINS — St.

Bartholomew’s Rosary Altar Soci-
ety will hold its first meeting for
2001-2002 on Monday, September
10, following the 7:30 a.m. Mass at
St. Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church, located at 2032
Westfield Avenue.

Plans for the group’s Christmas
Boutique and Christmas Party will
be discussed, as well as events for the
coming year.

Tickets for the annual Commun-
ion Breakfast, to be held on Sunday,
October 7, at The Westwood in
Garwood following the 9 a.m. Mass,
will be available at this meeting.

The meeting is open to all women
of the parish and refreshments will
be served.

Garden Club to Hear
Talk on Butterflies

WESTFIELD — The Garden Club
of Westfield will begin its 79th year
on Tuesday, September 11, with a
program entitled “Butterflies Are
Free.”  The group will meet at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield at
1 p.m.

Jim Kupcho, who has spent 14
years studying and tagging  monarch
butterflies, including five years serv-
ing with Monarch Watch out of the
University of Kansas, will be the
featured speaker.

New club officers for the 2001-
2002 season are Irene Ilaria, Presi-
dent; George Bidgood,  First Vice-
President; Jane Bischoff, Treasurer,
and Sally Brown, Corresponding
Secretary.

Church Plans Lecture Series
On ‘Journey Through Grief’

CRANFORD – The Center For
Hope Hospice and Palliative Care
will offer a six-week lecture series
entitled “Journey Through Grief,”
on Mondays, September 10 through
October 15, from 7:30 to 9 p.m. It
will take place at Grace & Peace
Fellowship Church in Cranford.

The Center For Hope, located at
176 Hussa Street in Linden, is headed
by the Reverend Dr. Jack DiMatteo.
Its mission is to comfort and bring
hope to terminally ill individuals and

their families.
The program at Grace & Peace is

nondenominational and no pre-reg-
istration or admission fee is required.
Participants are invited to bring fam-
ily members and friends. For further
information, please call the Center
For Hope at (908) 486-0700.

Grace & Peace Fellowship
Church is an Independent Charis-
matic Church, located at 950
Raritan Road. Weekly services are
held on Sundays at 10 a.m., with a
full program for all ages.

Mid-week Praise and Bible Study
is held at 7:30 p.m. on Wednes-
days. A mid-week Noon Prayer
meeting is also held on Wednes-
days. The Seniors Fellowship (age
55 and over) meets every third
Thursday at 1 p.m. and a “Brown
Bag Bible Study” (attendees bring
their lunch) meets every first Thurs-
day at 11:30 a.m.

Further information about the
church and its upcoming events is
available at
www.GraceAndPeace.net.

Torah Center Offers
‘Talmud Torah’

At Westfield School
WESTFIELD — The Union

County Torah Center in Westfield
has announced that registration is
taking place for the “Talmud Torah”
– Sunday Hebrew School for the
2001-2002 school year.

The school will offer a complete
Hebrew School curriculum for chil-
dren of all backgrounds from first
grade through Bar/Bat Mitzvah.

The school will meet once a week
on Sunday from 9 to 11:30 a.m. at
Franklin Elementary School, located
at 700 Prospect Street in Westfield.

The center is located at 418 Cen-
tral Avenue. For more information,
please call (908) 789-5252.

Municipal Alliance Schedules
Forum on Underage Drinking
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Municipal Alliance
Committee (MAC) has invited mem-
bers of the community to an evening
of dialogue on Thursday, September
13, in the meeting room of the Scotch
Plains Public Library, 1927 Bartle
Avenue in Scotch Plains, from 7 to 9
p.m.

The topic will be a municipal ordi-
nance, proposed to the governing
bodies of both towns, which will
apply penalties to underage consump-
tion of alcohol on private property.

MAC is seeking feedback on this
complex issue. Attendees will have
an opportunity to have their ques-
tions on this matter answered, to
voice their concerns and to learn
what their neighbors think. It will
also be a chance for those unfamiliar
with the issue to learn more about it.

The penalties provided by the pro-
posed ordinance mirror the standard
penalties for underage drinking: a
$250 fine for the first offense; a $350
fine for the second offense and a
possible six-month suspension of
driving privileges.

The proposed ordinance will not
extend the authority of police to en-
ter private homes. In addition, it rec-
ognizes and specifically preserves
the rights of parents. A parent may

give permission for his or her child to
consume alcohol in their home, for
religious or any other purposes.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Mu-
nicipal Alliance Committee is a grass-
roots organization for the prevention
of substance abuse, funded by the
Governor’s Council on Alcoholism
and Drug Abuse, through the Union
County Department of Human Ser-
vices, Division of Planning.

Good News
And my God will liberally supply (fill to the full)
your every need according to his riches in glory in
Christ Jesus.

Philippians 4:19 The Gospel

EXCEPTIONAL VOLUNTEER…A reception was held on June 14 at Children’s
Specialized Hospital (CSH) in Mountainside to honor Joseph Signorello of
Roselle Park, a volunteer at the hospital for past 23 years, on his retirement. Mr.
Signorello began volunteering in February of 1978 and continued his services
until April of this year, completing 7,000 hours and serving in a variety of
capacities. Pictured are Rex Riley, President and Chief Executive Officer, and
Janet Weston, Director of Volunteer Services, as they present Mr. Signorello
with a retirement gift from CSH.
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MIKE EWING SCORES 3 ON CUCCARO’S 3 SINGLES

Hunters Ensnare Montrose;
Win Game 1 of Finals, 6-3

Talksomecents 
toyourkids.

Banking / Just like it’s supposed to be.®

1-800-522-4100 ~ www.valleynationalbank.com

[ [Introducing Valley’s

Kids First 
Savings
ClubSM

Bring your kids and their piggy banks into a Valley branch and watch their

faces light up as they pour their coins into our VCoinWorksSM machine. They’ll see

nickels and dimes add up to dollars, and then they can use the money to open

a new Kids First Savings Club account. They’ll earn an incredible 4.00%

Annual Percentage Yield. And we’ll match up to the first $10 they deposit!

Kids without coins are welcome, too. Valley understands the importance of

saving, and that’s why we make it fun for kids to start early. 

Stop into a Valley branch* today.

*VCoinWorks are available at most Valley branches.  Call 1-800-522-4100 for the branch location closest to you. Valley will match up to the first $10 on initial deposit only. The Kids
First Savings Club account is available to children and teenagers under age 18.  After the age of 21 the interest rate reverts to the regular Passbook rate.  Minimum balance required
is $1.00. Rate accurate as of 4/17/01 and is subject to change without prior notice. Early withdrawal penalty if account is closed prior to 14 months. Certain restrictions may apply. 
© 2001 Valley National Bank. Member FDIC. Member Federal Reserve System. 

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Level of play took another step
upward in the first game of the best-
of-three championship series in the
Fanwood Old Men’s Softball Asso-
ciation at LaGrande Park in Fanwood
on August 22. Top-seeded Hunter
Avenue got one rung up on the ladder
with a 6-3 win over fourth-seeded
Montrose Avenue.

The Hunters reached the champi-
onship by sweeping Shady Lane, 14-
13, and 8-6, in a very competitive
semifinal series. In fact, Hunter had
to battle its way back from a five-run
deficit in the first game. Montrose
edged Sun Valley, 6-5, in game one
then overshadowed them, 12-6, to
advance to the finals.

Speedy Mike Ewing helped the
Hunters, who totaled 10 hits, get a
game up on Montrose by ripping a
double and a single, drawing a walk
and scoring three runs. On all three
occasions, teammate Frank Cuccaro
brought him home with RBI singles.
Montrose totaled just seven hits but
one, a three-run blast by Jim Swisher,
provided all the runs.

The increased level of play was
definitely apparent in the defensive
performances of both teams. Hunter
shortstop Chris Kluckas was amaz-
ing as he converted all seven balls
hit his way into putouts. In the sec-
ond inning, he showed great range,
grabbing a grounder deep in the
hole and wailing to first in time. In
the third, his smooth movement en-

abled him to scoop a difficult
grounder and fire to first, again, in
time. In the fourth, quick reactions
granted him success in snagging a
steaming line drive.

Montrose third baseman Bill
Swisher made two excellent plays in
the third inning then added another
in the fifth. Outfielder Dave Legg,
who gunned down a Sun Valley run-
ner heading home in the semifinals,
used his rifle arm to bag Hunter Phil
Wein at second as he attempted to
stretch a single to a double in the
sixth.

The Hunters gave veteran pitcher
Al Manzi a one-run cushion in the
bottom of the first when Mike Ewing
doubled down the right field line and

STRANIERO SMASHES 2-RUN HR, MARKS GETS 3 HITS

St. Blaise Softballers Sizzle;
Chars St. Paul in Playoffs
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Kindling burst into a full-fledged
flame early at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains on August 24. Fourth-
seeded St. Blaise scorched the plate
seven times in the first inning and
added three more runs to char fifth-
seeded St. Paul, 10-5, in the St.
Bartholomew’s Oldtimers Men’s

Softball League Angels Division
playoffs.

Looking back nearly a year, the
Blaisers also caught fire in the play-
offs and sizzled all the way to the
championship game where they were
finally doused, 10-2, by a very strong
St. Patrick team.

Creating the most sparks for the
Blaisers was Tom Straniero who

scored two runs and went 2-for-2,
including a well-placed two-run
home run. St. Paul got the bulk of its
offense from Marty Marks who
rapped two singles, a double and
scored three times.

St. Blaise veteran pitcher Frank
Chupko kept his cools, however, and
chilled the St. Paulies, limiting them
to just eight singles, a double and one

walk. Chupko’s Blaisers backed
him up with 14 total hits and a
multitude of fine fielding plays.
The most outstanding play came
from Straniero, who made a bril-
liant catch at the left field line,
and Marv Scherb, who snagged a
low liner in center. Second
baseman John Esposito used quick
reactions to grab a deflection off
the glove of Chupko and fired the
ball to first for the out. Chupko
helped himself in the sixth by
initiating a 1-4-3 double play to
ice a potential St. Paul rally.

Rangy St. Paul pitcher Jim
Cassidy made two fine fielding
plays to limit the Blaisers’ attack
and left fielder Glen Walz scooped
a liner before it touched ground.

St. Paul got a two-run jump in
the top of the first when Marks
singled and alertly zoomed to third
on a mishandled relay, Walz tapped
an RBI single and Cassidy
grounded to first to bring home
Walz.

Like an out of control wildfire,
St. Blaise immediately smoked
furiously with it seven-run incin-
eration of the St. Paul defense.

How The WaterFall® Gutter Guard System
Can KeepYouOut Of The Gutter.

Forget about clogged, overflowing, and sagging gutters. Get The WaterFall® Gutter Guard System. 
It’s scientifically engineered to shed leaves and debris, and it’s made from rigid PVC to stand up 
to years of weather and use. Ask for The WaterFall from any of 
these Certified Professional Installers. It will keep you out of the gutter.

The WaterFall® Gutter Guard System. 
Save $100 On Installation Now! Free Estimates!

Call 1-800-200-6121.
Minimum installation of 100 feet by one of 
our Certified Installers. Offer ends 12/31/01.

All Gutters 
Seamless Plus
Phone: 973.942.4774

Arrow Seamless
Phone: 973.728.1435

Barkocy Brothers
Phone: 973.627.2662

Bruce Nicholson
Construction
Phone: 973.543.6573

Crocamo Gutters
Phone: 800.871.2530

Don Richie Roofing
Phone: 201.945.9372

Hackensack Roofing
Phone: 201.487.5050

Lounsberry Hollow 
Construction
Phone: 908.702.7059

Quatrochi & Sons
Roofing
Phone: 914.429.2094

Royal Seamless Gutter
Phone: 973.838.4240

Russo’s Seamless
Gutters
Phone: 800.332.2730

Steve Sofis
Phone: 973.835.3547

Sullivan Painting
Corporation
Phone: 732.826.6865

Supreme Gutter Supply
Phone: 201.843.6274

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

STRENGTH WILL BE WITH STRIKERS

Blue Devil Boys Expect
Improved Soccer Season

By STEVEN KRAKAUER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School boys
soccer season was cast in a tough
shadow last year with perennially
top-five, state-ranked Scotch Plains-
Fanwood right next door, but the
team put forth an excellent effort.
Finishing last season with a 9-9-2
record, the Blue Devils look to break
into the Union County spotlight this
season.

The Blue Devils will be returning
15 varsity players from last season,
welcoming only six new additions.
Seniors Dan Caprario, Dave
Santoriello and Tony Tomasso have
been selected as team Tri-Captains.

Although the starting lineup has
not yet been totally determined, three
sophomores – Jeff Nusse, Lee
Tomasso and Brendan Egan – are
expected to blend well with the re-
turning veterans. One of the Blue
Devils main strong points includes
their experience and skill at the striker
position. With Santoriello and se-
niors Duffy Lau and Kurt
Schoenberg, Westfield appears to be
a tremendous force up front.

Head Coach George Kapner said

that the maturity and talent of the
strikers is “something we haven’t

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

ALL-CORBIN TEAM
COMES SEPT. 6

The annual All-Corbin Team will
appear in the September 6 issue of
The Westfield Leader and The Times
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood. The All-
Corbin Team features photos of fine
or unusual plays, umpires and fan
shots taken at local softball league
games. This year will also include
youth baseball and Vintage Base
Ball photos.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

A LEADER OF THE PACK...Senior Tri-Captain Tony Tomasso believes the
Blue Devils will have a potent offensive punch.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NAILED DEAD AT HOME...Blaiser Mike Camfield is quite aware that he is about
to be tagged out at the plate by St. Paul catcher Rory Ruhl in the first inning. St.
Blaise did score seven runs in the inning and went on to win, 10-5.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SAFE AT SECOND BASE...Hunter, Frank Cuccaro slides safely into second after rapping an RBI single to left in the third
inning. Cuccaro stumbled after touching first but made it to second on the throw. Hunter Avenue defeated Montrose
Avenue, 6-3, in game one, then later went on to win the Fanwood Old Men’s Softball Association championship.
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SP-F Raider 10s Place 2nd
In North Edison Tourney

Union County Senior 50+
Softball Final Standings:

50+ DIVISION 1:
TEAM W L
Antone’s Pub & Grill 17   5
Nilsen Detective Agency 16   6
Comcast Cablevision 16   6
Legg Mason 12 10
Bottoms Up   8 13

50+ DIVISION 2:
TEAM W L
Marion Jacobson Roofing 15   7
The Office 11 11
Union Center National Bank   9 13
Crest Refrigeration   3 19
Rehabco   2 19

60+ DIVISION:
TEAM W L
Creative Industries 17   3
Mangel Realtors 13   6
L. A. Law 10   9
Haven Savings Bank   6 13
Il Giardino Ristorante   2 17

Antones captured first for the sec-
ond-straight season. The top-three
spots were decided by the final regu-
lar season game when Antone’s de-
feated Comcast. This was the closest
race in the last seven years.

Marion, with a much improved
ball club, won its division for the first
time in the history of the league.

Creative Industries finished strong
in the final three weeks to separate
themselves from the rest of the league.

The Union County Senior Softball
began in 1990 for county residents
only. Over the last few years the
league has opened up to non-county
residents to keep adequate numbers.
With four non-county players per-
mitted per team, the total of players
numbered 262.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Youth Baseball Association 10-
year-old tournament team was run-
ning on all cylinders as they topped
North Edison, 8-1, in the semi-
final round of the North Edison
tournament but were edged, 8-7,
by Union in the championship
game.

The Raiders scored a run in the
first inning, but North Edison man-
aged to knot the score 1-1 in the top
of the fourth. In the bottom of the
inning, the Raiders crossed the plate
three times to take a 4-1 lead. The
Raiders then added four more in
the fifth to shut the door and seal
the victory.

Pitcher Kyle Fitzgerald was spec-
tacular as he struck out nine and
scattered three hits. Catcher Michael
Klotz was solid behind the plate as
was Steve Berger at first and An-
thony D’Annunzio at second. Tyler
Della Badia and Will Hubbard
turned in a good job in the outfield.

Offensively, Greg Zabel stroked
three doubles. Kevin Maroney,
Michael Lauricella and Jimmy

Burke added two hits apiece. Jack-
son Udelsman, Berger, Klotz and
D’Annunzio each chipped in with
a hit apiece.

Against Union, the score was tied,
1-1, after two innings. The Raiders
took a brief 2-1 lead in the top of
the third, but Union immediately
scored four times then added two
more in the bottom of the fourth for
a 7-2 lead. The Raiders answered
with five runs in the top of the fifth
to knot the game.

In the final inning, the Raiders
had one out and the go-ahead run at
third, but failed to score. Union put
runners on second and third with
two outs and scored the winning
run on a passed ball.

Burke led the Raider offense with
three hits. Maroney, Zabel, and
Udelsman each added two hits.
Lauricella, Della Badia, Berger,
Hubbard, Klotz and Joseph Del
Prete all had one hit apiece.

The Raider pitchers combined
for 11 strikeouts and got strong
defense from D’Annunzio, Tom
Holt, Klotz, Berger and Burke.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
The Board of Adjustment of the Town of

Westfield, New Jersey will meet on Monday
September 10, 2001 in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey at 7: 30 p.m. to
hear and consider the following appeals for
variance from the requirements pf the
Westfield Land Use Ordinance:

1. Lawrence G. Seltzer, 215 Harrison Av-
enue seeking a revised variance ap-
proval for front porch contrary to the
requirements of Section 11.09 E.6. and
11.09 E.5. of the Land Use Ordinance.
Minimum interior side yard for front porch
proposed is 5.02 ft. Ordinance requires
10 ft. Front yard set back proposed is
29ft. Ordinance requires estimated front
yard depth, which is ± 31ft.

2. Marc and Melissa Schwarz, 20 Sandy
Hill Road seeking permission to erect
an one story addition contrary to the
requirements of Section 12.04 F1 of
the Land Use Ordinance. Maximum
building coverage proposed is ±21.1
percent.  Ordinance allows 20 per-
cent.

3. John and Ellen Devin, 612 Arlington
Avenue seeking permission to erect an
Addition contrary to the requirements of
Section 11.07E10 of the Land Use Or-
dinance. Maximum building coverage
proposed is 21.34percent. Ordinance
allows 20 percent.

4. Richard and Patricia Raphael, 748
Scotch Plains Avenue seeking permis-
sion to erect a deck in side yard contrary
to the requirements of Section 13.02 C1
of the Land Use Ordinance. Deck loca-
tion proposed is in side yard. Ordinance
allows Decks in rear yard.

5.  Fung Young Zheng (chi), 260 North
Avenue (Block 3202, Lots 2 & 3)(Drug
Fair Shopping Center) intends to uti-
lize the property for a Japanese Res-
taurant (permitted use) which would
require a variance for parking spaces.
Ordinance requires 23 parking spaces;
six spaces are existing causing a de-
ficiency of 17 spaces. This is contrary
to the requirements of Section 17:02
(C) (7) (s) of the Land Use Ordinance

6. Herschel and Annamae Gearhart, 479
Channing Avenue seeking permission
to erect a sunroom in the rear of house
contrary to the requirements of Section
11.08 E6 and 11.08 E7 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Minimum side yard setback
proposed is 5.98 ft. Ordinance requires
10ft. Proposed minimum rear yard set
back proposed is 21.5ft. Ordinance re-
quires 35ft.

7. Carmelo Crisafulli, 425 Downer Street
seeking permission to convert an exist-
ing Single-family dwelling into a
two-family residence contrary to the fol-
lowing requirements of the Land Use
Ordinance:

LIST OF EXISTING NONCON-
FORMING ZONING CONDITIONS:

Section 11.12 E6: Minimum side yard
setback proposed (and present) Is 3.23'.
Ordinance requires 10’.

LIST OF NEW C.40:55D-70c. and d.
VARIANCES REQUESTED

Section 11.12E(1) (b): Deficient lot area
proposed (and present) is 4140/7998
sq. ft. Ordinance requires 8000 sq. ft.

Section 11.12 E(2) (b) Deficient lot width
proposed (and present) is 50/56  ft.
Ordinance requires 60ft.

Section 11.12 E(2) (b) Deficient in lot
area within 134 ft of lot front Proposed
(and present) is 6700/7504 sq. ft. Ordi-
nance requires 8000sq. ft.

Section 11.12E(3) (b) Deficient lot front-
age proposed (arid present) is 50/56 ft.
Ordinance requires 60ft.

8. Frank Jennings, 816 Fairacres Avenue
seeking permission to erect a two-story
addition contrary to the requirements of
Section 11.09 E6 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Minimum side yard set back
proposed is 5'-8" from Box Bay (7'-8"
from addition). Ordinance requires 10'.

9. Lawrence and Michele Rickles, 100
Effingham Place seeking permission to
erect a second story addition contrary to
the requirements of Section 11.08 E.6.
of the Land Use Ordinance. Minimum
side yard set back proposed is 7.7'.
Ordinance Requires 10'.

10. Henry and Margaret Sacco, 675 Boule-
vard seeking permission to erect an addi-
tion in the rear and erect a arbor in side
yard contrary to the requirements of Sec-
tion 11.07 E10 and 13.02H1 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Maximum building cov-
erage proposed is 21.35 percent. Ordi-
nance allows 20 percent. Location of
arbor and gate proposed in side yard.
Ordinance does not allow arbors.

11. Desiderio Gabriele, 560 Springfield
Avenue intends to utilize portion the
building for a medical office (permitted
use) which would require a variance for
parking spaces. Ordinance requires 180
parking spaces; Applicant proposes 127
parking spaces this is contrary to the
requirements of Section 17.02 C.5.C.
of the Land Use Ordinance.

Any interested party may appear at the
hearing, either in person, or by their attor-
ney, and be given an opportunity to be heard
with respect to this application.

Documentation of the above is on file in
the Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West., Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday, 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Colleen Mayer, Secretary
Board of Adjustment

1 T – 8/30/01, The Leader Fee: $117.30

Esposito drilled a triple to right, Phil
Bamundo yanked an RBI single and
Straniero steamed his two-run homer
past the end of the right field line.
Brian Williams singled, Scherb

walked, Jim Romagnano cracked an
RBI double and Dom Valenzano
singled. Mike Camfield and Karl
Mende followed with RBI singles.

Bamundo singled and scored on
Williams’ sacrifice fly to center in
the second inning to up Blaise’s lead
to 8-1. In the third, Valenzano reached
safely on an error, moved to second
on Camfield’s infield single and
scored on Mende’s chopping single
past short.

Marks doubled in the fourth, tagged
up and dashed to third on a fly out
and scored St. Paul’s third run on
Walz’s sacrifice fly to left. In the
fifth, however, St. Blaise added a run
when Straniero walked and used cun-
ning footwork to maneuver his way
to third on a single from Williams
then scored on Scherb’s sacrifice fly
to center.

With their backs to the wall the
Pauls needed a huge rally in the
seventh to prevent their season from
ending, but only two runs were
scored. Neal LeStrange hopped a
single to left and Marks did the same.
After catcher Mende caught a pop up
at the plate, a fielder’s choice loaded
the bases. Norm Hansen brought
home LeStrange with a groundout to
short and Cassidy drove in the final
run with a single past short.
St. Paul 200 100 2 5
St. Blaise 711 010 x 10

St. Blaise Softballers Sizzle;
Chars St. Paul in Playoffs

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-18932-00

CONTIMORTGAGE CORPORATION,
PLAINTIFF vs. ETHEL D. WALKER, ET
ALS, DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED JUNE 06, 2001 FOR SALE OF
MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of ex-
ecution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Ad-
ministration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jer-
sey on WEDNESDAY THE 19TH DAY OF
SEPTEMBER A.D., 2001 at two o’clock in
the afternoon of said day. All successful
bidders must have 20% of their bid available
in cash or certified check at the conclusion
of the sales.

The judgment amount is FIFTY EIGHT
THOUSAND SIX & 98/100 ($58,006.98).

The property to be sold is located in the
City of Elizabeth, County of Union and State
of New Jersey.

It is commonly known as 312 Pine Street,
Elizabeth, New Jersey.

It is known and designated as Block No. 1,
Lot No. 471.

The dimensions are approximately 25 feet
wide by 100 feet long.

Prior lien(s): Mortgage made by Jerome
& Ethel Walker to Oxford Bond & Mortgage
recorded 7/23/70 in Mortgage Book 2878,
p. 943 in the original amount of $3,120.96;
mortgage made by Ethel Walker to General
Home Financial Services in the original
amount of $6,680.00 and recorded 7/20/90
in Mortgage Book 4089, p. 19. Plaintiff
alleges that said mortgages were paid in
full. Property will be eligible for tax sale in
June. There will be additional fees. The
total amount due as of 5/30/01 for property
taxes and unpaid water/sewer charges is in
the aggregate sum of $5,019.49. Subject to
unpaid taxes and municipal liens. Amount
due will be announced at the Sheriff’s Sale
or is available upon written request to
plaintiff’s attorneys.

There is due approximately the sum of
SIXTY ONE THOUSAND SEVEN-HUN-
DRED FIFTY SIX & 99/100 ($61,756.99)
together with lawful interest and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

STERN LAVINTHAL, FRANKENBERG,
NORGAARD & KAPNICK, LL
Suite 300
293 Eisenhower Parkway
Livingston, New Jersey 07039-1711
CH-756076 (WL)
4 T - 8/23, 8/30, 9/6
& 9/13/01 Fee: $226.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-17454-00

COUNTRYWIDE HOME LOANS, INC.,
PLAINTIFF vs. CARLOS M. ESTEVA, ET
AL., DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED JUNE 06, 2001 FOR SALE OF
MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of ex-
ecution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Ad-
ministration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jer-
sey on WEDNESDAY THE 19TH DAY OF
SEPTEMBER A.D., 2001 at two o’clock in
the afternoon of said day. All successful
bidders must have 20% of their bid available
in cash or certified check at the conclusion
of the sales.

The judgment amount is ONE-HUN-
DRED EIGHTY ONE THOUSAND ONE-
HUNDRED NINETEEN & 82/100
($181,119.82).

DOCKET NO.: F-17454-00
MUNICIPALITY: Elizabeth
COUNTY: UNION STATE OF NEW

JERSEY.
STREET AND STREET NO: 37 Atlan-

tic Street
TAX BLOCK AND LOT NOS.:
BLOCK NO.: 5 LOT NO.: 53
DIMENSIONS OF LOT: 71.98 feet x

25.05 feet
NEAREST CROSS STREET: 172.50

feet from Second Avenue
SUPERIOR INTERESTS (if any): NONE
There is due approximately the sum of

ONE-HUNDRED EIGHTY NINE THOU-
SAND SEVEN-HUNDRED SEVENTY
TWO & 96/100 ($189,772.96) together with
lawful interest and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

WILLIAM M. E. POWERS, JR.
CHARTERED
737 Stokes Road
PO Box 1088
Medford, New Jersey 08055-9962
CH-756088 (WL)
4 T - 8/23, 8/30, 9/6
& 9/13/01 Fee: $191.76

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that at a
meeting of the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, held in the
Council Chambers in the Municipal Building
of said  Township on Tuesday, July 10,
2001, there was introduced, read for the first
time, and passed on such first reading, the
following ordinance:

ORDINANCE REPEALING TOWN-
SHIP ORDINANCE 23-3.5(b)(7) EN-
TITLED OR COMMONLY RE-
FERRED TO AS “ACCESSORY
DWELLINGS FOR DOMESTIC AND
HOUSEHOLD EMPLOYEES’ AND
AMENDING SAID ORDINANCE BY
RENUMBERING THE EXISTING
SECTIONS 8, 9, AND 10 TO BE
HEREAFTER NUMBERED SEC-
TIONS 7,8 and 9.”
WHEREAS, it has come to the attention

of the Planning Board and the Municipal
Council that Township Ordinance 23-3.5(b)7
which generally permits accessory dwelling
in the residential zone for domestic or house-
hold or farm employees, constitutes a detri-
ment to the residential character of the zone
and otherwise is inconsistent with the intent
and purpose of the zone plan and otherwise
permits additional construction without sub-
division approval or other provisions under
the zoning ordinance which could act to the
detriment of the people of the Township of
Scotch Plains; and,

WHEREAS, in the opinion of the Town-
ship Council and after full public hearing
held on July 10, 2001 it would be in the best
interest to repeal said accessory dwelling
provision of Township Ordinance
23-3.5(b)(7) and for good cause shown;

BE IT ORDAINED that Township Ordi-
nance 23-3.5(b)(7) is hereby repealed and
said Ordinance is hereby amended to change
the designations of 23-3.5 Sections 8,9,
and 10 shall henceforth be known as 23-3.5
Sections 7, 8, and 9

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this
Ordinance shall take effect upon twenty
(20) days of the final passage and publica-
tion as provided by law.

A public hearing for same was scheduled
to be held on Tuesday, August 14, 2001 but
had to be recessed and carried until Tues-
day, September 11 , 2001 at 8:00 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of the Municipal Build-
ing, or any time and place to which a meeting
for the further consideration of such ordi-
nance shall from time to time be adjourned,
and all persons interested will be given an
opportunity to be heard concerning such
ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from the
office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T – 8/30/01, The Times Fee: $60.18

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-5818-99

COUNTRYWIDE HOME LOANS, INC.,
PLAINTIFF vs. JOSEPH DATILUS, ET
ALS, DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED JUNE 09, 2000 FOR SALE OF
MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of ex-
ecution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Ad-
ministration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jer-
sey on WEDNESDAY THE 26TH DAY OF
SEPTEMBER A.D., 2001 at two o’clock in
the afternoon of said day. All successful
bidders must have 20% of their bid available
in cash or certified check at the conclusion
of the sales.

The judgment amount is ONE-HUN-
DRED TWENTY SIX THOUSAND FIVE-
HUNDRED SEVENTY SEVEN & 07/100
($126,577.07).

DOCKET NO.: F-5818-99
MUNICIPALITY: Elizabeth
COUNTY: UNION STATE OF NEW

JERSEY.
STREET AND STREET NO: 579 Mon-

roe Avenue
TAX BLOCK AND LOT NOS.:
BLOCK NO.: 12 LOT NO.: 1136
DIMENSIONS OF LOT: 25 feet x 150 feet
NEAREST CROSS STREET: 256 feet

from Fairmount Avenue
SUPERIOR INTERESTS (if any): NONE
There is due approximately the sum of

ONE-HUNDRED FIFTY FOUR THOU-
SAND SEVEN-HUNDRED SEVENTY SIX
& 22/100 ($154,776.22) together with lawful
interest and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

WILLIAM M. E. POWERS, JR.
CHARTERED
737 Stokes Road
PO Box 1088
Medford, New Jersey 08055-9962
CH-754741 (WL)
4 T - 8/30, 9/6, 9/13
& 9/20/01 Fee: $187.68

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-15729-99

INDEPENDENCE COMMUNITY BANK,
SUCCESSOR IN INTEREST TO BROAD
NATIONAL BANK, PLAINTIFF vs. ISABEL
ROSADO, DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED MAY 21, 2001 FOR SALE OF
MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of ex-
ecution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Ad-
ministration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jer-
sey on WEDNESDAY THE 5TH DAY OF
SEPTEMBER A.D., 2001 at two o’clock in
the afternoon of said day. All successful
bidders must have 20% of their bid available
in cash or certified check at the conclusion
of the sales.

The judgment amount is NINETEEN
THOUSAND SIX-HUNDRED FIFTY
SEVEN & 58/100 ($19,657.58).

The property to be sold is located in the
City of Elizabeth, in the County of Union and
State of New Jersey,

Commonly known as: 649 Elizabeth Av-
enue, Elizabeth, New Jersey

Tax Lot NO.: 333, in Block NO. 7.
Dimensions of Lot: Approximately 25 feet

x 100 feet
Nearest Cross Street: Seventh Street
There is due approximately the sum of

TWENTY THOUSAND EIGHT-HUNDRED
FOURTEEN & 35/100 ($20,814.35) together
with lawful interest and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

MICHAEL O. BERTONE, P.A. -
COUNSELLOR AT LAW
243 Chestnut Street
Newark, New Jersey 07105
CH-756042 (WL)
4 T - 8/9, 8/16, 8/23
& 8/30/01 Fee: $171.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-5736-99

WELLS FARGO HOME MORTGAGE,
INC., PLAINTIFF vs. GLORIA DUNNING,
ET AL., DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED FEBRUARY 05, 2001 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of ex-
ecution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Ad-
ministration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jer-
sey on WEDNESDAY THE 12TH DAY OF
SEPTEMBER A.D., 2001 at two o’clock in
the afternoon of said day. All successful
bidders must have 20% of their bid available
in cash or certified check at the conclusion
of the sales.

The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
FORTY ONE THOUSAND SEVEN-HUN-
DRED EIGHTY NINE & 81/100
($141,789.81).

The property to be sold is located in the
City of Elizabeth in the County of Union,
New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 553 Jackson Av-
enue, Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207

Tax Lot No. 964 in Block No. 8
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 25

feet wide by 100 feet long
Nearest Cross Street: Situate on the

southeasterly side of Jackson Avenue
100.08 feet from the northeasterly side of
Julia Street.

There is due approximately the sum of
ONE-HUNDRED FIFTY THREE THOU-
SAND NINE-HUNDRED FOUR & 96/100
($153,904.96) together with lawful interest
and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

ZUCKER GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN,
ATTORNEYS
1139 Spruce Drive
PO Box 1024
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092-0024
1-908-233-8500
File No.: XFZ L 39733
CH-755817 (WL)
4 T - 8/16, 8/23, 8/30
& 9/6/01 Fee: $193.80

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-757-01

MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGIS-
TRATION SYSTEMS, INC., SOLELY AS
NOMINEE FOR LENDER, OLD KENT
MORTGAGE COMPANY, A MICHIGAN
CORPORATION, PLAINTIFF vs. EMMA
NOVA; MR. NOVA, HUSBAND OF
EMMA NOVA AND PANFILA CHICO,
TENANT, DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED JUNE 12, 2001 FOR SALE OF
MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of ex-
ecution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Ad-
ministration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jer-
sey on WEDNESDAY THE 26TH DAY OF
SEPTEMBER A.D., 2001 at two o’clock in
the afternoon of said day. All successful
bidders must have 20% of their bid available
in cash or certified check at the conclusion
of the sales.

The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
THIRTY FOUR THOUSAND SEVEN-HUN-
DRED SEVENTY & 56/100 ($134,770.56).

The property to be sold is located in the
City of Elizabeth, County of Union and State
of New Jersey.

It is commonly known as 661 South Park
Street a/k/a 661-663 South Park Street,
Elizabeth, New Jersey.

It is known and designated as Block No.
“Ward” 7, Lots Nos. 1282 & 1282A.

The dimensions are: 50.00 feet wide by
100.00 feet long.

Nearest cross street: Seventh Street.
Prior lien(s): The total amount due as of

5/30/01 for property taxes and unpaid wa-
ter/sewer charges is in the aggregate sum
of $1,662.08. Subject to unpaid taxes and
municipal liens. Amount due will be an-
nounced at the Sheriff’s Sale or is available
upon written request to plaintiff’s attorneys.

There is due approximately the sum of
ONE-HUNDRED FORTY TWO THOU-
SAND TWO-HUNDRED FORTY SEVEN
& 51/100 ($142,247.51) together with lawful
interest and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

STERN LAVINTHAL, FRANKENBERG,
NORGAARD & KAPNICK, LL
Suite 300
293 Eisenhower Parkway
Livingston, New Jersey 07039-1711
CH-756095 (WL)
4 T - 8/30, 9/6, 9/13
& 9/20/01 Fee: $218.28

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the

Westfield Board of Adjustment adopted
Resolutions at its August 13, 2001 meeting
for the following applications heard at its
July 9, 2001 meeting:

1. Joseph Nitti, 528 Boulevard seeking
permission to erect an addition-grant
as amended.

2. Westfield Community Center, 558
West Broad Street seeking an ex-
tension of time request on an  ap-
proved variance-granted one-year
extension.

3. George and Linda Thayer, 423 South
Chestnut Street seeking permission
to erect an addition-granted as
amended with conditions.

4. Thelma G. Laifer, 55-57 El Street
seeing permission to replace rear fire
escape/porch structure-granted.

5. Rick Palmer, 132 Hardwick Avenue
seeking permission to erect an addi-
tion-grant.

6. Daniel and Kathleen Murphy, 164
Landsdowne Avenue seeking per-
mission for enlargement of shed dor-
mer in rear of home-grant.

7. Mary Weber, 238 Maryland Street
seeking permission to erect an addi-
tion-grant.

8. Ryan and Linda Piesco, 853 North
Avenue seeking permission to erect
an Addition-grant.

9. Joseph and Cecilia Di Bella, 10 Sandy
Hill Road seeking permission to Erect
an addition-grant as amended.

10. Jason T. Geary, 526 Summit Avenue
seeking permission to erect a car
Port and deck-grant as amended with
conditions.

Colleen Mayer, Secretary
Board of Adjustment

1 T – 8/30/01, The Leader Fee: $38.76

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-4217-01

FLEET MORTGAGE CORP., PLAIN-
TIFF vs. JOHN H. OWENS; LEON JINKIS;
NYESHA HAMMONDS, DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED JUNE 06, 2001 FOR SALE OF
MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of ex-
ecution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Ad-
ministration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jer-
sey on WEDNESDAY THE 26TH DAY OF
SEPTEMBER A.D., 2001 at two o’clock in
the afternoon of said day. All successful
bidders must have 20% of their bid available
in cash or certified check at the conclusion
of the sales.

The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
EIGHTY THREE THOUSAND SEVEN-
HUNDRED SEVENTY ONE & 42/100
($183,771.42).

The property to be sold is located in the
CITY of ELIZABETH in the County of
UNION, and the State of New Jersey.

Tax LOT NO. 601 BLOCK NO. 1
COMMONLY KNOWN AS 241-245

RIPLEY DRIVE A/K/A 245 RIPLEY PLACE,
ELIZABETH CITY, NEW JERSEY 07206

Dimensions of the Lot are (Approximately)
62.50 feet wide by 81.60 feet long.

Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the
easterly side of Ripley Place, 500.00 feet
from the northerly side of Second Street

There is due approximately the sum of
ONE-HUNDRED NINETY FOUR THOU-
SAND FOUR-HUNDRED SEVENTEEN &
98/100 ($194,417.98) together with lawful
interest and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

SHAPIRO & DIAZ, LLP
Suite J
406 Lippincott Drive
Marlton, New Jersey 08053
CH-756101 (WL)
4 T - 8/30, 9/6, 9/13
& 9/20/01 Fee: $185.64

Scotch Hills Women
Tell Golf Results

A spokeswoman for the Scotch
Hills Women’s Golf Association of
Scotch Plains announced the win-
ning team of the “100% Handicap
Stroke Play” tournament held Au-
gust 24.

FLIGHT A
Low gross: Margaret Hickey, 42
First low net: Hickey, 29
Second low net: Eve Kennelly, 30
Third low net: Elsie Blanchette, 31

FLIGHT B
Low gross: Pat Herring and Carol
Katz, 50
First low net: Katz, 30
Second low net: Herring, 31
Third low net: Mary Kay Danskin, 33

FLIGHT C
Low gross: Claire Knaus, 52
First low net: Knaus, 30
Second low net: Kathy Blatt and
Jane Lausten, 34

Low putts: Hickey, 12
Chip-ins: Hickey #5, Barbara La-
guna #7 and Marge Grimmer #4
Birdies: Charlene Szenyi #2

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
AVID FANS OF SENIOR SOFTBALL...Several very loyal Nilsen fans enjoyed
the third game of the best-of-three semifinal series between Nilsen Detective
Agency and Comcast Cablevision in the Union County Senior 50+ Men’s League
Division 1 playoffs on August 16 at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains. The
Detective Agency batters hit all the right spots and soundly defeated the
Cablemen to advance to the finals to face Antone’s Pub & Grill. Antone’s Pub
& Grill did, however, win the title.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOFTING A FLY TO LEFT...St. Blaise pitcher Frank Chupko lofts a fly ball
to left in the third inning. On the mound, Chupko kept St. Paul off balance to
pick up the win.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
Blaiser Dom Valenzano



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood Thursday, August 30, 2001 Page 11

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Hunters Ensnare Montrose;
Win Game 1 of Finals, 6-3

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Blue Devil Boys Expect
Improved Soccer Season

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

scored on Cuccaro’s RBI single.
Jim Swisher’s three-run home run

to deep center put Montrose up 3-1
but Hunter immediately tied it. Paul
Ewing poked a single to center and
Kluckas followed with an infield
single. Frank Marcazza lined out to
right and Ewing tagged up and
dashed to third. With John Welch at
the plate, Kluckas left too early on
a steal attempt and was ruled out.
Welch hit a routine fly to right but
it was dropped and Ewing scored.
As Welch rounded second and
headed to third, the relay rolled out
of play and Welch was awarded
home.

Regaining his control and backed
by a brilliant defense, Manzi retired
10 of the next 11 Montrose batters

before yielding singles to Rob
Schouten and Dan Kennedy in the
sixth and a single to Stash Wanat in
the seventh.

Mike Ewing walked and used his
incredible speed to score on
Cuccaro’s looping single to center in
the third. Wein yanked an RBI single
to right to bring Cuccaro home, giv-
ing the Hunters a 5-3 lead.

Mike Ewing then added the final
run in the sixth after lining a single to
center, moving to second on Kyle
Butcher’s sacrifice bunt and scoring
on Cuccaro’s single to right.

Two days later, on August 24, the
Hunters came from behind in the
seventh inning to defeat Montrose
Avenue and to claim the Fanwood
Old Men’s Association champion-
ship which had been held by the
Russell Road team for seven years.
Montrose 030 000 0 3
Hunter 122 010 x 6

had in a few years.”
The Blue Devils were hampered

by injuries for much of last year, and
already this season they have been
dealt a blow. Senior Ryan Schafer is
out for the season with a knee injury.
Kapner sees the prospect for injuries
as inevitable in high school soccer.

“There are a few minor injuries so
far, but that’s part of the game. When
you play three competitive games
each weak, there will be players on
the sidelines with injuries,” he said.

Last year, Kevin Cutro took over
as the team’s starting goalkeeper.
This year, Cutro, a senior, will be
back in goal again.

The Blue Devils outscored their
opponents by a 37-23 margin. This
season, Tri-Captain Tomasso is set-
ting his sites even higher. When asked
the goals of the team, Tomasso jok-
ingly said, “We want 200 goals.”

The remaining seniors on the Blue
Devils’ squad include Alvaro Guerra,
Gerritt Ill and Adam Yoffie.

Kapner’s objective for the expe-
rienced team is simple. “Do the best
as you possibly can both as a team
and as an individual,” he said.

The Blue Devils open their sea-
son in Linden on Monday, Septem-
ber 10 and will host rival Cranford on
Wednesday, September 12.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-3015-01

HOMESIDE LENDING, INC., PLAIN-
TIFF vs. IRIS CHAVEZ; HECTOR
ANDRADE;, DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED MAY 14, 2001 FOR SALE OF
MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of ex-
ecution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Ad-
ministration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jer-
sey on WEDNESDAY THE 19TH DAY OF
SEPTEMBER A.D., 2001 at two o’clock in
the afternoon of said day. All successful
bidders must have 20% of their bid available
in cash or certified check at the conclusion
of the sales.

The judgment amount is TWO-HUN-
DRED SIXTEEN THOUSAND THREE-
HUNDRED SEVENTY SEVEN & 93/100
($216,377.93).

The property to be sold is located in the
CITY of ELIZABETH in the County of
UNION, and the State of New Jersey.

Tax  LOT  ACCT. No. 761  BLOCK
WARD 12

COMMONLY KNOWN AS 591 MADI-
SON AVENUE, ELIZABETH, NEW JER-
SEY 07201

Dimensions of the Lot are (Approximately)
150.00 feet wide by 44.00 feet long.

Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the
southeasterly side of Madison Avenue,
44.00 feet from the southwesterly side of
Fairmount Avenue.

There is due approximately the sum of
TWO-HUNDRED TWENTY EIGHT
THOUSAND SIX-HUNDRED SIXTY NINE
& 17/100 ($228,669.17) together with lawful
interest and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

SHAPIRO & DIAZ, LLP
Suite J
406 Lippincott Drive
Marlton, New Jersey 08053
CH-756082 (WL)
4 T - 8/23, 8/30, 9/6
& 9/13/01 Fee: $191.76
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Expertly Installed
New and Repairs
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Ken Jensen
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GLENN AIREL
732-548-1783 • 732-259-8776

CONSTRUCTION CORP.
CUSTOM BUILDER AND GENERAL CONTRACTOR
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DON’T GET CAUGHT UP IN ANY SALES PITCH. MEET THE
MOST HONEST CONTRACTOR OF ALL. DON’T SIGN ANY
THING UNTIL YOU MEET GLENN.
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Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

��Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes
�����Premium Diesel Fuel

NJ State Inspection

Auto
Care

Center
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SPECIALIZING IN:

FROM CONCEPT
TO CONSTRUCTION
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NO 2ND GUESSING, “INVEST WITH THE BEST”

Member NJ Nursery & Landscape Assoc.
Certificate Received From Rutgers Cook College

“We are professional, trustworthy &
insured, have great references and

guarantee our work!”

Robert J. Rush & Company
201-823-1107 • Cell 201-920-7942

WE SPECIALIZE IN:
• General Repairs • Re-roofing
• Decks • Basements
• Drop Ceilings • Fences
• Concrete/Masonry • Sheds
• Doors/Windows • Garages
• Hardwood Floors     • Carpeting
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RALPH
CHECCHIO, INC.

BLACK TOP
PAVING

• Driveways
Parking Lots

• Concrete or
Masonry Work

FREE
ESTIMATES

889-4422
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PERFECTION”
Home Improvements, Inc.
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Free Estimates • Insured

No Job Too Small
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•   Pesticide Lic# 97549A908-654-5296
908-654-LAWN

“Dedicated To Your Lawn-Gevity”

• Landscape Design
• Year-Long Plantings
• Lawn Maintenance
• Patio Walk - Retaining Walls

• NJ Landscape
Contractors’Association
Bachelor of Science • Rutgers University • Design • Maintenance • CertifiedLandscape Designer • NY Botanical Gardens
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"Masonry is Our Specialty!"
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 FREE Estimates - Fully Insured
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Matthew Roth
Kitchen & Bath Design

And Installations

“We treat your
home as if it were

our own.”

Specializing In:
• Restorations
• New construction
• Custom work

973-376-1583
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✧✧✧✧✧  Residential
✧✧✧✧✧  Commercial

FULLY INSURED  FREE ESTIMATES

PAINTING
HISTORIC RESTORATION PAINTING

CUSTOM DECORATIVE FINE ART

 Nursery Animation Murals •  Marble Finish
•  Sheet Rock/Plastering/Prep Work •  Glazing
•  Stripping Wood & Refinishing •  Sponging
    • Sealing Decks & Water Seal Foundation

•  Interior/Exterior Painting

Custom Detail - Exquisite Quality

We Take Pride with Customer Satisfaction

       • • • • • Fully Insured     •  •  •  •  • Free Estimates

732-632-8688

ENGINEERING

Horace R. Corbin, P.E.
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(908) 232-4407 • horace@goleader.com

www.uswca.com

Handyman Services
Remodeling & Additions

Furniture Restoration
Custom Woodworking

Home Improvement

908-232-6799

ROCKET YOUR ADVERTISING

THIS SPACE
IS

AVAILABLE

Call 908 232-4407
email: sales@goleader.com

Business Improvement

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-2788-00

THE BANK OF NEW YORK, AS
TRUSTEE UNDER THE POOLING AND
SERVICING AGREEMENT DATED AS
OF NOVEMBER 1, 1996 FOR METRO-
POLITAN ASSET FUNDING, INC., MORT-
GAGE PASS-THROUGH CERTIFI-
CATES, SERIES 1996-A, PLAINTIFF vs.
HUGO PADILLA, ET AL, DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED MAY 10, 2001 FOR SALE OF
MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of ex-
ecution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Ad-
ministration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jer-
sey on WEDNESDAY THE 5TH DAY OF
SEPTEMBER A.D., 2001 at two o’clock in
the afternoon of said day. All successful
bidders must have 20% of their bid available
in cash or certified check at the conclusion
of the sales.

The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND EIGHT HUN-
DRED TWENTY THREE & 42/100
($125,823.42).

Municipality: Elizabeth
Street Address: 1201 Chestnut Street,

Elizabeth, New Jersey 07202
Tax Lot No.: 92
Tax Block No.: 11
Approximate dimensions: 106.00 feet x

30.00 feet x 105 feet 6 inches x 30.00 feet
Nearest cross street: Trinity Place
There is due approximately the sum of

ONE-HUNDRED EIGHTY FOUR THOU-
SAND SIXTY EIGHT & 74/100
($184,068.74) together with lawful interest
and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

PLUESE, ETTIN,
BECKER & SALTZMAN
A DIV. OF KATZ, ETTIN, LEVINE,
905 North Kings Highway
Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08034
CH-756051 (WL)
4 T - 8/9, 8/16, 8/23
& 8/30/01 Fee: $191.76

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-206-01

ASSOCIATES HOME EQUITY SER-
VICES, PLAINTIFF vs. FRANCISCO
RODRIGUES, ET AL., DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED MAY 31, 2001 FOR SALE OF
MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of ex-
ecution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Ad-
ministration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jer-
sey on WEDNESDAY THE 12TH DAY OF
SEPTEMBER A.D., 2001 at two o’clock in
the afternoon of said day. All successful
bidders must have 20% of their bid available
in cash or certified check at the conclusion
of the sales.

The judgment amount is FIFTY EIGHT
THOUSAND FIVE-HUNDRED FIFTY &
92/100 ($58,550.92).

The property to be sold is located in the
city of Elizabeth in the County of Union,
New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 1037-1041 Grove
Street, Elizabeth, New Jersey 07201

Tax Lot No. 508E in Block No. 6
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 42

feet wide by 150 feet long
Nearest Cross Street: Situate on the

northeasterly side of Grove Street 321.71
feet from the Southeasterly side of
Rahway Avenue.

There is due approximately the sum of
SIXTY TWO THOUSAND TWO-HUN-
DRED EIGHTY NINE & 42/100
($62,289.42) together with lawful interest
and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

ZUCKER GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN,
ATTORNEYS
1139 Spruce Drive
PO Box 1024
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092-0024
1-908-233-8500
File No.: XCZ L 43966
CH-756058 (WL)
4 T - 8/16, 8/23, 8/30
& 9/6/01 Fee: $191.76

GEARING UP FOR ACTION...Tom Langton of Westfield, right, and Central
Michigan football assistant coach Butch Jones, are gearing up for the 2001
football season. Langton, a 6-9, 315-pound sophomore is an offensive tackle for
the Chippewas.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-9959-96

LIBERTY SAVINGS BANK, F.S.B.,
PLAINTIFF vs. HOWARD ROBY AND
DIANA ROBY, HIS WIFE, DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED MAY 14, 2001 FOR SALE OF
MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of ex-
ecution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Ad-
ministration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jer-
sey on WEDNESDAY THE 5TH DAY OF
SEPTEMBER A.D., 2001 at two o’clock in
the afternoon of said day. All successful
bidders must have 20% of their bid available
in cash or certified check at the conclusion
of the sales.

The judgment amount is TWO-HUN-
DRED FORTY NINE THOUSAND ONE-
HUNDRED FIFTY NINE & 62/100
($249,159.62).

The property to be sold is located in the
Township of Westfield, County of Union
and State of New Jersey.

It is commonly known as 1110 Columbus
Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey.

It is known and designated as Block No.
536, Lot No. 1-B (assessed as Block No.
4901, Lot No. 72).

The dimensions are: 50 feet wide by 100
feet long.

Nearest cross street: Sycamore Street.
Prior lien(s): None.
SUBJECT TO UNPAID TAXES AND

OTHER MUNICIPAL ASSESSMENTS,
AMOUNT DUE IS AVAILABLE IN THE
SHERIFF’S OFFICE OR FROM PLAIN-
TIFF’S ATTORNEYS UPON WRITTEN
REQUEST TO PLAINTIFF’S ATTORNEYS.

There is due approximately the sum of
TWO-HUNDRED EIGHTY SEVEN THOU-
SAND NINE-HUNDRED NINETY EIGHT
& 17/100 ($287,998.17) together with lawful
interest and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

STERN LAVINTHAL, FRANKENBERG,
NORGAARD & KAPNICK, LL
Suite 300
293 Eisenhower Parkway
Livingston, New Jersey 07039-1711
CH-756043 (WL)
4 T - 8/9, 8/16, 8/23
& 8/30/01 Fee: $206.04

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GUNNED DOWN AT SECOND...Hunter hitter Phil Wein, right, is tagged out
at second by Montrose shortstop Dan Kennedy in the sixth inning after
attempting to stretch a single to a double.

Steven Krakauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL TRI-CAPTAINS...The Westfield High School boys soccer team
have returned 15 veterans and expect a good season. Pictured, left to right, are:
Tri-Captains Dave Santoriello, Dan Caprario and Tony Tomasso.
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CLASSIFIEDS

HOUSE FOR RENT

Westfield -- north side. 3/4 BR LR,
EIK, 8 rooms, 2 full baths. Laun-
dry room. Avail. Sept. 15. 1+1/2
mo. security + util.

call (908) 754-6373

FOR RENTFOR RENTFOR RENTFOR RENTFOR RENT
Westfield Townhouse - 2 BRs, 1-
1/2 bath, 2 blocks from center of
town and station. Washer/dryer
included. Basement and attic stor-
age. Available 9/1. No broker fee.

Call (201) 406-7474

CHILDCARE NEEDEDCHILDCARE NEEDEDCHILDCARE NEEDEDCHILDCARE NEEDEDCHILDCARE NEEDED
Looking for loving person to pick
up child from a.m. kindergarten
and watch until 3 p.m. (3-4 days
a week)

Call (908) 232-5660

CASHIER NEEDEDCASHIER NEEDEDCASHIER NEEDEDCASHIER NEEDEDCASHIER NEEDED
2 Positions Available. Flexible
starting hours -- 2 p.m. Com-
petitive pay. Must be pleasant.
Call Scott for details:

(908) 232-1921

AFTER SCHOOL CHILDCARE

Fanwood, M-F, 3:00-6:30. 2 great
kids, boy 8, girl 7, driver’s license
required, light housekeeping, refs.,
$10/hr.

call (908) 322-5305

HOUSE FOR RENT

North Edison — Estate Cottage
2BR, 2 Bath. Unique private coun-
try setting. $2,300/month. Refer-
ences necessary.

(908) 754-5034

HOUSEKEEPER / CHILDCARE

Seeking live-in housekeeper/
childcare in Westfield. Mon.-Fri.
For 2 adolescents. Must be En-
glish speaking, non-smoking with
a driver’s licence. We will provide
room & board plus salary. Accom-
modations will be a private room
w/bathroom.

Please call (732) 937-8875
days or (908) 389-1161

evenings and weekends

HELP WANTED

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad seeks persons willing to
train as Emergency Medical
Technicians. No prior exp. needed.
Valid NJ Driv. Lic., req., min. 4
hrs/wk. We offer 24 hr. coverage.
Wkday 9am - 1 pm or 1-5pm slots
are perfect for parents of school
children. Childcare reimburse-
ment available!
Seeks trainees as Dispatchers. Min.
2 hrs./wk. All training provided.

Call the Recruiting Team at
(908) 233-2500 for details

INSTRUCTION

PIANO LESSONS
AGES 8 AND OLDER

(908) 889-4095

SERVICES

The government is holding forgot-
ten property that may be yours.
Old savings accounts, insurance
policies, monies owed, etc. We
can help you find your missing
assets.

Call (908) 233-3036

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

Salon help needed.
No experience necessary.

Call Olga at (856) 912-0332
LEAVE MESSAGE

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE

Westfield. Prime location, center
of town, in modern elevator build-
ing. Adjacent parking.

Please call (908) 561-3583

HELP WANTED

RECEPTIONIST
Enthusiastic caring receptionist
needed for F/T responsibilities in
oral surgery practice. Experience
preferred, but will train the right
person.
 Fax resumé  to (908) 789-1729

HELP WANTED

BUS DRIVER
Van driver needed for run from
independent school in Short Hills
to nearby towns. Each run is ap-
proximately 2 hours in the morn-
ing and 2 hours in the afternoon.
Drivers are paid for school holi-
days, including Christmas, win-
ter and spring vacations. Friendly
working environment. Must be
reliable with a good driving record.
CDL license required.

Call Donna Chahalis
at (973) 379-3442

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-3355-01

DELTA FUNDING CORPORATION,
PLAINTIFF vs. GLENN A. HARVEY, ET
AL., DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED JUNE 04, 2001 FOR SALE OF
MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of ex-
ecution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Ad-
ministration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jer-
sey on WEDNESDAY THE 19TH DAY OF
SEPTEMBER A.D., 2001 at two o’clock in
the afternoon of said day. All successful
bidders must have 20% of their bid available
in cash or certified check at the conclusion
of the sales.

The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
FIFTY FOUR THOUSAND TWENTY
FOUR & 84/100 ($154,024.84).

DOCKET NO.: F-3355-01
MUNICIPALITY: Elizabeth
COUNTY: UNION STATE OF NEW

JERSEY.
STREET AND STREET NO: 138-40

Parker Road
TAX BLOCK AND LOT NOS.:
BLOCK NO.: 11 LOT NO.: 1199
DIMENSIONS OF LOT: 141.93 feet x

27.92 feet
NEAREST CROSS STREET: 121.6 feet

from Irvington Avenue.
SUPERIOR INTERESTS (if any): NONE
There is due approximately the sum of

ONE-HUNDRED SEVENTY TWO THOU-
SAND THREE-HUNDRED THIRTY FOUR
& 44/100 ($172,334.44) together with lawful
interest and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

WILLIAM M. E. POWERS, JR.
CHARTERED
737 Stokes Road
PO Box 1088
Medford, New Jersey 08055-9962
CH-756073 (WL)
4 T - 8/23, 8/30, 9/6
& 9/13/01 Fee: $187.68

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-1287-01

HOMESIDE LENDING, INC., PLAINTIFF
vs. CYNTHIA GARCIA AND MR. GARCIA,
HER HUSBAND; ET ALS, DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED JUNE 05, 2001 FOR SALE OF
MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of ex-
ecution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Ad-
ministration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jer-
sey on WEDNESDAY THE 19TH DAY OF
SEPTEMBER A.D., 2001 at two o’clock in
the afternoon of said day. All successful
bidders must have 20% of their bid available
in cash or certified check at the conclusion
of the sales.

The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
EIGHTY FOUR THOUSAND TWO-HUN-
DRED NINETY & 26/100 ($184,290.26).

The property to be sold is located in the
CITY of ELIZABETH in the County of
UNION, and the State of New Jersey.

Tax LOT NO. 311 QUAL. W03, BLOCK
NO. 3

COMMONLY KNOWN AS 450 EAST
JERSEY STREET, ELIZABETH, NEW
JERSEY 07206

Dimensions of the Lot are (Approximately)
100.00 feet wide by 25.00 feet long.

Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the
southwesterly side of East Jersey Street,
150.00 feet from the southeasterly side of
Fifth Street.

There is due approximately the sum of
ONE-HUNDRED NINETY THREE THOU-
SAND SEVEN-HUNDRED SEVENTY &
03/100 ($193,770.03) together with lawful
interest and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

SHAPIRO & DIAZ, LLP
Suite J
406 Lippincott Drive
Marlton, New Jersey 08053
CH-756080 (WL)
4 T - 8/23, 8/30, 9/6
& 9/13/01 Fee: $187.68

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED
OFFICE ASSISTANT

Small, pleasant, friendly office
environment needs a third per-
son to complement two busi-
ness professionals. Job in-
volves billing, data entry, cus-
tomer service, and some logis-
tics. Financially solid private
company. Generous salary,
bonus, medical and pension.
Located in Clark.

Please contact I. Stern
and Co. Inc.

at (732) 382-9666
or fax at (732) 382-0054.

FOR SALE

11 vintage interior doors for sale
from 1906 Westfield home. Solid
wood, 6 panel, brass hinges, some
other hardware. 79 x 30, $100 ea.

Call eves 6-9 p.m., 389-0383

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-20879-00

FIRST UNION BANK AS INDENTURE
TRUSTEE, PLAINTIFF vs. LOUIS RIZZO,
ET ALS., DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED JUNE 15, 2001 FOR SALE OF
MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of ex-
ecution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Ad-
ministration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jer-
sey on WEDNESDAY THE 26TH DAY OF
SEPTEMBER A.D., 2001 at two o’clock in
the afternoon of said day. All successful
bidders must have 20% of their bid available
in cash or certified check at the conclusion
of the sales.

The judgment amount is THIRTY FOUR
THOUSAND SEVEN-HUNDRED NINETY
SEVEN & 78/100 ($34,797.78).

The property to be sold is located in the
city of Elizabeth in the County of Union,
New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 925-27 Edgewood
Road, Elizabeth, New Jersey 07208

Tax Lot No. 506 W10 in Block No. 10
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 45

feet wide by 100 feet long
Nearest Cross Street: Situate on the north-

easterly side of Summit Place (now known
as Edgewood Road) 95.00 feet from the
southeasterly side of William Avenue.

There is due approximately the sum of
THIRTY SIX THOUSAND FIVE-HUNDRED
EIGHTY TWO & 40/100 ($36,582.40) to-
gether with lawful interest and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

ZUCKER GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN,
ATTORNEYS
1139 Spruce Drive
PO Box 1024
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092-0024
1-908-233-8500
File No.: XCZ 44180
CH-756091 (WL)
4 T - 8/30, 9/6, 9/13
& 9/20/01 Fee: $187.68

© 2000 Coldwell Banker Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Independently Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.REALTOR®

Some people think just any real estate company will do. Others expect more.

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services 1-888-317-5416

The fastest, simplest, most convenient way home.

Westfield, 209 Central Avenue 908 233-5555

www.nymetro.coldwellbanker.com

WESTFIELD $269,000

One floor living with 3 Bedrooms, Living Room, Eat-In
Kitchen, cac and recent improvements.  Wooded lot.
WSF0449

SCOTCH PLAINS $279,900

Wonderful Colonial Cape on oversized lot.  4 Bedrooms,
2.1 Baths, large Family Room addition and more.  GREAT
OPPORTUNITY!  WSF0388

MOUNTAINSIDE $469,900

Spacious 4 Bedroom home.  2.1 Baths, newer Eat-In
Kitchen, Family Room with fireplace, large deck and more.
Call for details.  WSF0436.

MOUNTAINSIDE $449,000

Beautiful, updated home on cul-de-sac.  3 Bedrooms, 2.1
Baths, new custom Eat-In Kitchen, Living Room with
fireplace, cac. WSF0446

SCOTCH PLAINS $689,000

Quality custom 4000 sq ft, 9 room brick Center Hall Colo-
nial.  5 Bedrooms, cac.  Beautiful property.  WSF0459

BASKING RIDGE $429,000

Sunny, bright, brickfront 3 Bedroom colonial in pristine
condition.  Many amenities, private yard.  Call for details.
WSF0405

Golf Professional Explains
How to Handle Uphill Lies

Hilly golf courses give players
some beautifu1 views but they also
yield tough lies. The frequently en-
countered uphill lie is not all that
difficult to deal with.

Address the ball and try to line
your shoulders up parallel to the
slope. Because of an uphill lie, the
loft on the club is increased and the
ball flies higher. Make sure that you
take enough club because the ball
will tend to travel shorter than usual.
It is going to be harder to turn through
the shot because most of your weight
will be on your back foot at impact.
Any time your body doesn’t turn
through, and your hands keep go-
ing, there will be a tendency for the
ball to hook. Make sure to compen-
sate for this when selecting your
target.

When dealing with a downhill lie
the same principles apply. Align your
shoulders to the angle of the slope
and your weight should be primarily
on your front foot. Because the ball
starts out low, it is easy to fall back
onto your back foot to attempt to
increase the height of the shot. Make
sure that the weight on your front
foot remains constant through the
shot. If you attempt to increase the
height of the shot, you will probably
hit behind the ball. Take a club with
enough loft to get the ball up in the
air, even if it means you can’t reach
the green.

Michael A. Kierner is the Head
Teaching Professional at
Shackamaxon Country Club. For

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Shackamaxon Golf & Country Club Golf Pro Michael Kierner

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID
Sealed proposals will be received by the

Town Clerk of the Town of Westfield, New
Jersey, on Monday, September 17, 2001 at
10:00 a.m. prevailing time at the Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey for the rental of equipment used
in the COLLECTION OF LEAVES from the
streets, walkways, and parking lots in the
town of Westfield.

Equipment to be rented on an hourly basis
with operator, or an elapsed time basis, with-
out operator, includes tractor trailers, dump
trucks, and rubber tired front end loaders.

The specifications also include the fol-
lowing alternate items:

D. Hauling from the Westfield Conser-
vation Center and Scotch Plains Leaf
Transfer Facility to the Union County
Composting Facility in Springfield
Township on a fixed unit price basis,
exclusive of disposal fee.

E. Hauling from the Westfield Conser-
vation Center and Scotch Plains Leaf
Transfer Facility to an approved private
composting facility on a fixed unit price
basis, inclusive of disposal fee.

Proposals must be in writing at the place
and before the hour mentioned above, and
must be accompanied by a certified check,
or bid bond, made payable to the Treasurer
of the Town of Westfield, in the amount of
two hundered dollars ($200.00) to insure
execution of the contract.

Bidders must be in compliance with all
provisions of Chapter 127 PL1975 supple-
ment to the law against discrimination
(Affirmative Action).

Specifications may be seen and procured
at the office of the Town Engineer, Public
Works Center, 959 North Avenue West,
Westfield, New Jersey.

The Mayor and Council reserve the right
to reject any and all bids and to waive any
informality, if in the interest of the Town, it is
deemed advisable to do so.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Town Engineer

1 T – 8/30/01, The Leader Fee: $43.86

more information about lessons,
please call 908-233 3989.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford/Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield
Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager

Robert E. Newman, 79, Local Builder;
Navy’s Heavyweight Wrestling Champ

Robert E. Newman, 79, of Win-
ston-Salem, N.C. and Juno Beach,
Fla., died on Wednesday, August 22,
at his home in Winston-Salem.

Born in Roselle Park, he had lived in
Westfield and Mantoloking before mov-
ing to North Carolina several years ago.

A builder in the Westfield area be-
fore his retirement, Mr. Newman was
known for his deluxe home develop-
ments, several condominium com-
plexes, apartment and office build-
ings throughout Union County.

He was a member of the Plainfield
and Manasquan country clubs for sev-
eral years prior to relocating to North
Carolina.

Mr. Newman was also an original
member of the Willow Grove Presby-
terian Church in Scotch Plains and a
member of the Rotary Club of
Westfield and the board of directors
of several local community banks.

A graduate of Roselle Park High
School, he also attended Franklin &
Marshall College in Lancaster, Pa. He
earned several state and national wres-
tling titles during his high school and
college years.

He served in the United States Navy
during World War II and was the
Navy’s heavyweight wrestling cham-
pion during that time.

Mr. Newman later donated his time
and talents to helping Westfield High
School students get started in the sport
of wrestling.

He was predeceased by his wife of
more than 50 years, Margaret Fish
Newman, in 1994.

Surviving are his wife, Ruth James
Newman; five daughters, Margaret
Freeman of Huntsville, Ala., Carolyn
Higgins of South Orleans, Mass., Bar-
bara Newman Taylor and Cynthia Haas,
both of Red Bank, and Robin Chappell
of Boca Raton, Fla.; 12 grandchildren
and 13 great-grandchildren.

A memorial service was held on
Monday, August 27, at the Centenary
Methodist Church in Winston-Salem.

Arrangements were handled by the
Memorial Funeral Chapel and Crema-
tion Services, Inc. of Winston-Salem.

Memorial contributions may be
made to Meridian Hospice, 615 Hope
Road, No. 4, Eatontown 07724.

August 30, 2001

Joseph L. Kish, Jr., 68, Retired CEO
Of Vital Archives at Trade Center

Walter R. Trosin, 70, Was VP at Merck;
Consultant in Pharmaceuticals Industry
Walter Richard Trosin, 70, of

Westfield died on Monday, August
20, while vacationing in Arnhem,
Netherlands.

Born in Fort Wayne, Ind., he had
been a resident of Scotch Plains be-
fore moving to Westfield in 1981.

Mr. Trosin was a management con-
sultant specializing in professional and
executive recruiting for the pharma-
ceutical, biotechnical and healthcare
products industry.

He maintained an international prac-
tice, spanning a broad spectrum of
companies that ranged from large
multinational pharmaceutical firms to
start-up high technology ventures.

For the past three years he had been
associated with the Clarke, Poynton and
Grosser Division of Spherion Corpora-
tion of Chicago. From 1993 to 1998, he
was a partner and practice leader with
Accord/Johnson Smith & Knisely (now
TASA) of New York City.

Prior to that, Mr. Trosin had been
Vice Chairman and Chief Operating
Officer of Fuchs, Cuthrell and Com-
pany, Inc. in New York City; Senior
Vice President and Chief Human Re-
sources Officer, responsible for all per-
sonnel and labor relations worldwide,
for Merck & Co., Inc. in Rahway for 15
years, and Senior Vice President, re-
sponsible for all personnel and man-
agement practices, for Chase Manhat-
tan Corporation in New York City.

He also served as Corporate Direc-
tor of Organization and Management
Development for Dayton Hudson
Corporation in Minneapolis, Minn.;
Manager of Relations and Utilities for
the Aerospace Group of the General
Electric Company in Valley Forge,
Pa., and as a member of the Board of
Directors of MATSCO, a General
Electric subsidiary.

He was a former member of the
United States Naval Reserve and a
Navy veteran of the Inchon Landing
during the Korean Conflict.

Mr. Trosin graduated from Purdue
University in Lafayette, Ind., in 1954

with a Bachelor of Science Degree in
Industrial Engineering. He was also
awarded a Master of Science Degree
in Industrial Psychology from Purdue
and was a graduate of the General
Electric Employee Relations Manage-
ment Program.

He was a founding Director of the
Human Resources Planning Society
in New York City, as well as Past
Chairman of the Pharmaceutical
Manufacturers Association Personnel
Section.

He was additionally a member of
the Executive Committee of the Na-
tional Foreign Trade Council Interna-
tional Management Resources and Or-
ganization Section in Washington,
D.C. and of the International Society
of Pharmacoepidemiology.

He served as Chairman of Gover-
nor Thomas Kean’s Commission on
Master Teaching in 1983 and 1984.

While at Merck and Co., Mr. Trosin
developed the innovative and widely
copied “Phase 3” program of affirma-
tive action training.

He was a communicant of the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield.

Surviving are his wife, Donna Pyne
Trosin; three sons, Walter Richard
Trosin, 3rd of Westfield, Michael Trosin
of Cambridge, Mass., and Christopher
Trosin of New Hampshire; a daughter,
Mary Isabel Acton of Cranford; two
brothers, Thomas Trosin of Jackson,
Mich. and Harry Trosin of California,
and six grandchildren.

Visitation will take place from 6 to
9 p.m. today, Thursday, August 30, at
the Dooley Colonial Home, 556
Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be
offered at 10 a.m. tomorrow, Friday,
August 31, in the Holy Trinity Church.
Interment will be at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contri-
butions may be made to the American
Heart Association.

August 30, 2001

Joseph L. Kish, Jr., 68, of Onset,
Mass., died on Thursday, August 23,
at his home.

Born in Brooklyn, he had lived in
Queens, in Chevy Chase, Md., and in
Westfield for 28 years before relocat-
ing to Onset. He also maintained a
winter home in North Fort Myers, Fla.

Mr. Kish had been the Chief Execu-
tive Officer of Vital Archives at the
World Trade Center in New York City
for many years before retiring in 1995.
He also served as an adjunct professor
at Columbia University in New York
City for 23 years.

Earlier, he had been a consultant for
the Fenvesey Management Consulting
Firm and Iron Mountain Record Stor-
age Company, both in Manhattan.

He had also worked for the Federal
Treasury Department in Washington,
D.C. on a project with warehousing
records, and for Lockheed in
Watchung.

He had feature articles published in
Business Week and in a column with
the Graphic Monthly, a trade maga-
zine in New York.

 A Past President of the American
Management Association, Mr. Kish
was named to the “American and Busi-
ness Who’s Who” in 1977.

He was an usher and sang in the
choir at St. Mary’s Church in Onset
and was a member of the Knights of
Columbus in Wareham, Mass. Mr.
Kish additionally was a member of
the Elks in Somerset.

He served with the United States
Army in Germany during peacetime.

Surviving are his wife, Elissa A.
Kish; two daughters, Grace Edna Kish
and Frances Burrell; a brother, Stephen
Kish, and a sister, Vilma E. Wolf.

The funeral was held on Tuesday,
August 28, from the Rossi Funeral
Home in Scotch Plains. A Mass fol-
lowed at St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Roman Catholic Church in Scotch
Plains. Interment took place at Lake
Nelson Memorial Park in Piscataway.

Memorial donations may be made
to the American Parkinson Disease
Association or to the Alzheimer’s
Association.

August 30, 2001

– Obituaries –
H. Emerson Thomas, 98, Was Mayor;
Civic Leader and Gas Industry Figure

H. Emerson Thomas

H. Emerson Thomas, 98, a former
Westfield mayor and a leader in the
liquefied petroleum gas industry, died
on Saturday, August 25, at his home
in Westfield.

Born in Akron, N.Y., he moved to
Oklahoma at age 6 and had lived in
Westfield since 1942.

After graduating magna cum laude
from Oklahoma City University in
1924, Mr. Thomas went to work with
American First Trust Company in
Oklahoma City. In 1929, he began
his career in liquefied petroleum gas
with Phillips Petroleum Company in
New York City.

Mr. Thomas left Phillips in 1942 to
take over the Fuelite Natural Gas
Corporation in Lexington, Mass., and
distributed gas throughout New En-
gland and Eastern New York. He
later created the Yankee Bottled Gas
Corporation and Eastern Bottled Gas
Company, Inc., before selling the
companies to Suburban Propane Gas
Corporation in 1958.

In the early 1940s, Mr. Thomas
established Thomas Associates, Inc.,
an engineering and contracting firm
which designs and installs LP Gas
plants throughout the country.

Known in the liquefied petroleum
gas field as “Mr. LP-Gas,” Mr. Tho-
mas traveled throughout the United
States and internationally as a con-
sultant on LP-Gas and worked on
economic studies, appraisals and
hundreds of accident cases.

He also served as President and
Director of three tankcar leasing com-
panies, including Suburban Fuel Tank
Company, Pressure Tank Car Com-
pany and the Continental Tank Car
Corporation.

Active in many associations con-
nected with the LP-Gas industry, Mr.
Thomas was an organizer of the Na-
tional LP-Gas Association and served
as President and on the Board of
Directors for many years.

He was President and a member of
the Executive Board of the Com-
pressed Gas Association; Chairman
of the Advisory Board on LP-Gas to
the Superintendent of New Jersey
State Police and a member of the

New Jersey LP-Gas Association.
He served as Director of the Insto-

Impala Corporation of Detroit and
Wichita, as well as the National Bank
of Westfield, which eventually
merged with the Central Jersey Bank
and Trust Company.

Mr. Thomas served as a Westfield
councilman for two terms and as
Mayor for three terms. During the
time he was Mayor, he instituted a

town beautification program, which
included preserving the town’s Co-
lonial architecture, planting of trees
and developing off-street parking lots
in the business district.

In appreciation for his many con-
tributions to Westfield, the Town
Council erected a fountain in the
center of the lake in Westfield’s
Mindowaskin Park, known as the H.
Emerson Thomas Fountain.

Mr. Thomas was Past President of
the Westfield Y Board of Trustees; a
founder and Trustee of the United
Fund of Westfield; a founder and
Past President of the Westfield Foun-
dation and the Westfield Community
Center; a Trustee of Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital; a founding Chair-
man of the Miller-Cory House Mu-
seum and the founder of the Frost
Valley YMCA Camp in New York
State, where the dining hall is named
in his honor.

He was a life Trustee of the
Westfield Historical Society; a rep-
resentative for the United Negro
College Fund and a longtime mem-
ber of the Rotary Club of Westfield.
Mr. Thomas was also a member and
Past President of the Echo Lake Coun-
try Club in Westfield and a member
of The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield.

He additionally served on the tech-
nical committees of the National Fire
Protection Association for more than
50 years.

The awards he received included
the Westfield Y Golden Man of the
Year; the Westfield Rotary Humani-
tarian of the Year; the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce Person of
the Year; the United Fund of
Westfield’s 25th Anniversary Award;
the B’nai B’rith Citizenship and Civic
Award and the Westfield Historical
Society Trustee Award. He was also
awarded an honorary doctorate from
Oklahoma City University.

He was predeceased by his wife of
67 years, Helen Hefferline Thomas,
in 1995.

Surviving are two sons, Dr. H.
Emerson Thomas, Jr. of Boston and
Gordon B. Thomas of Bernardsville;
a sister, Helen Greene of Sun City,
Ariz.; eight grandchildren and seven
great-grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held at
11 a.m. on Saturday, September 8, at
The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield.

Arrangements are under the direc-
tion of the Memorial Funeral Home,
155 South Avenue in Fanwood.

In lieu of flowers, memorial con-
tributions may be made to the
Westfield YMCA, the United Fund
of Westfield, the Westfield Founda-
tion or Frost Valley YMCA, 298
Claremont Ave, Montclair 07042.
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Kenneth Miller, 79, Decorated Veteran;
Worked in Oil and Lumber Business
Kenneth V. Miller, 79, of Watchung

died on Sunday, August 26, at Over-
look Hospital in Summit.

Born and raised in Summit, he had
lived there until moving to Watchung
in 1970.

Mr. Miller was an owner of the
family business, Stephen’s Miller
Company, a lumber and oil company
in Summit. His father, Glenn Miller,
founded the company in 1902.

A 1942 alumnus of Summit High
School, he joined the United States
Army after graduation. He served in
World War II from 1942 to 1945, in
North Africa and Northern Italy, and
was wounded in action. He was a
member of the United States Naval
Reserve from 1946 until November
of 1953.

Mr. Miller, who was awarded the
Purple Heart and three Bronze Stars,
was discharged with the rank of Tech-
5th Grade.

He was a member of the Sons of
the American Revolution of the New

Jersey Society.
He was predeceased by a brother,

Richard Miller, and a sister, Carolyn
Spooner.s

Surviving are his wife, Teresa
Marchesani Miller; four daughters
and a son from a previous mar-
riage, Linda K. Pontious of Cali-
fornia, Karen M. Hinds and Gail S.
Corbin, both of Westfield, Ellen J.
Ambrosio of Rocky Point, Long
Island, N.Y., and Kenneth V. Miller,
Jr. of Bridgewater; two sisters,
Marion Barto and Isabelle
Whiteneck; two brothers, Thomas
Miller and Glenn Miller, Jr., and 10
grandchildren.

The funeral service will be held at
10 a.m. today, Thursday, August 30, at
the Brough Funeral Home in Summit.

In lieu of flowers, memorial con-
tributions may be made to the Ameri-
can Diabetes Association, North
Central Region, 101 Eisenhower
Parkway, Roseland 07068.
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Harry T. Cleary, 82
Harry T. Cleary, 82, of Martinsville

died on Wednesday, August 22, at his
home.

Born in Newark, he had lived in
Westfield for six years before relo-
cating to Martinsville in 1980.

Mr. Cleary had owned and oper-
ated Plainfield Beauty Supply for 10
years prior to retiring in 1977.

He served with the United States
Merchant Marine during World War
II.

Surviving is a daughter, Susan
Baitz of Mountainside, and a son,
Kevin C. Cleary of Martinsville.

Graveside services were held on
Saturday, August 25, in Fairview
Cemetery in Cape May Court House.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Taggart-Chamberlain
Funeral Home in Bound Brook.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the American Cancer Soci-
ety.
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William V. Lovallo, 87, Was Independent
Construction and Painting Contractor

William Vito Lovallo, 87, a life-
long resident of Newark, died on
Tuesday, August 21, at Clara Maass
Medical Center in Belleville.

Mr. Lovallo had worked as an in-
dependent construction and painting
contractor in Newark before retiring.

He was a member of the Cherry
Blossom Branchbrook Park Senior
Citizens Club of Newark.

Surviving are three sons and two
daughters, William A. Lovallo of
Scotch Plains, Angelo Lovallo of
Cranford, Basil Lovallo of Verona,
Carol Manrodt of Highlands and Joan
Storch of Cranford, from his marriage

to the late Angela Lovallo, and a son
and daughter, Thomas Lovallo of West
Orange and Ann Lovallo of Keyport,
from his marriage to Ann Lovallo.

He is also survived by a sister,
Marge Phillips of Toms River; nine
grandchildren and 13 great-grand-
children.

A Mass was offered on Friday, Au-
gust 24, in St. Michael’s Roman Catho-
lic Church in Cranford, following the
funeral from the Higgins and Bonner
Echo Lake Funeral Home in Westfield.
Interment took place at Graceland Me-
morial Park in Kenilworth.
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Viola Spray, 93, Had Been Principal;
Helped Start Fund For Injured Kids

Margaret T. Walzer, 79, Had Been
Employed at Two Area Companies

Viola Heim Spray, 93, of Belleville
died on Thursday, August 23, at her
home.

Born in Newark, she lived in
Belleville since 1965.

Mrs. Spray retired in 1973 as an
elementary school principal, having
worked for 48 years in Belleville
schools. A teacher from age 18, she
spent 27 years at School No. 4 on
Magnolia Street, later teaching at
School No. 9 for a number of years.
She typically taught the upper el-
ementary grades.

Her career also included having
served as Principal of Schools No. 1
and 9, and finally as Principal of
School No. 7, which was her final
position.

Mrs. Spray established a parent-
teacher conference system within
Belleville’s public schools. She also
began a similar parent-teacher guild
at St. Peter’s Grammar School, a
Catholic school in Belleville.

She additionally helped launch the
Craig Fabian Fund, which was named
after a young Belleville student who
had been injured in a diving acci-
dent. The now-defunct fund was used
to help the youngster and other stu-
dents with similar injuries.

Mrs. Spray served on the Belleville
Board of Education from 1974 to 1977.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, John Harold Spray, in 1982.

Surviving are two daughters,

Cynthia Vignola of Mountainside and
Judith Spray of Belleville; two grand-
children and four great-grandchildren.

A Mass was offered on Monday,
August 27, at St. Mary’s Church in
Nutley, following the funeral from
the Kiernan Funeral Home in
Belleville. Interment took place at
Hollywood Memorial Park in Union.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Belleville Education Associa-
tion, Scholarship Fund, 100 Passaic
Avenue, Belleville 07109.
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Margaret T. Walzer, 79, of Scotch
Plains died on Sunday, August 26, at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Plainfield.

Born in Newark, she moved to
Scotch Plains 47 years ago.

Mrs. Walzer had been a switch-
board operator for Airco in Murray
Hill before retiring in 1982. Earlier,
she had been an operator and secre-
tary for the Diamondhead Corpora-
tion in Mountainside.

Surviving are her husband of 58
years, William C. Walzer, Sr.; a son,
William C. Walzer, Jr.; a daughter,
Kathleen A. Soriano; a brother, Jo-
seph Brennan, Jr., and two grand-
children.

A Mass was offered yesterday,
Wednesday, August 29, in St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains,
following the funeral from the Me-
morial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood. Interment took
place at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made

to the American Cancer Society, P.O.
Box 815, Elizabeth 07207, or to the
American Diabetes Association, 200
Cottontail Lane, Somerset 08873.
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Richard Cermele, 58
Richard W. Cermele, 58, of Scotch

Plains died on Thursday, August 23,
at his home.

Born in Elizabeth, he had lived in
Roselle Park before moving to Scotch
Plains in 1970.

Mr. Cermele was employed as a
shift supervisor for Pathmark in
Gillette for 10 years.

He was predeceased by a sister,
Rose Maffiore.

Surviving are his wife, Josephine
Mancuso Cermele, and two sons,
Richard W. Cermele, Jr. and John S.
Cermele.

Funeral services were held on
Monday, August 27, from the Rossi
Funeral Home in Scotch Plains. A
Mass followed at St. Bartholomew
the Apostle Roman Catholic Church
in Scotch Plains.
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Noreen R. Carroll, 44
Noreen R. Carroll, 44, of Scotch

Plains died on Friday, August 24, at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Passaic, she had lived in
Carlstadt before moving to Scotch
Plains in 1993.

Mrs. Carroll had been a nursery
school teacher and an assistant at the
Fanwood Chiropractic Center in
Fanwood for four years.

Surviving are her husband, Tho-
mas Carroll; a daughter, Elizabeth R.
Carroll; a son, Thomas J. Carroll; her
mother, Rosemary Marcinkowski; a
sister, Laura D’Amore, and a brother,
Stanley Marcinkowski.

A Mass was offered on Monday,
August 27, at the Our Lady of Mount
Carmel Church in Lyndhurst, fol-
lowing the funeral from the Nazare
Memorial Home in Lyndhurst.
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Regina Meyer
Regina Meyer of Fanwood died on

Friday, August 24, in the McCutchen
Nursing Home in North Plainfield.

Born in Tyler, Pa., she had lived in
East Paterson, Wyckoff and Sag Har-
bor, N.Y., before relocating to
Fanwood.

Mrs. Meyer had worked at Pater-
son General Hospital and with Gen-
eral Motors in Linden.

Surviving are a daughter, Regina
Di Turi; a son, Fred Meyer, Jr.; a
sister, Agatha Julian; a brother, Paul
Ruszkowski, and eight grandchil-
dren.

A memorial service was held on
Tuesday, August 28, in St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.

Arrangements were handled by
Brown’s Funeral Home in Plainfield.
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Charles A. Tullo, Jr., 73, Foreman
With Scotch Plains Road Department
Charles A. Tullo, Jr., 73, a lifelong

resident of Scotch Plains, died on
Tuesday, August 21, at Muhlenberg
Regional Medical Center in Plainfield.

Mr. Tullo had been employed by the
Township of Scotch Plains Road and
Maintenance Department for 26 years
before retiring as a foreman in 1993.

He served in the United States Army
during the Korean Conflict and was a
member and Past Commander of Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars Post No. 10122
of Scotch Plains.

Surviving are his wife of 48 years,
Angelina Ronzo Tullo; two daugh-
ters, Debra A. Martin and Barbara A.

Tullo; two sons, Steven A. Tullo and
Charles A. Tullo, 3rd; a brother, Tho-
mas Tullo, and two sisters, Theresa
Russo and Elizabeth Pear.

Funeral services were held on Fri-
day, August 24, at the Rossi Funeral
Home in Scotch Plains. A Mass fol-
lowed at St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Roman Catholic Church in Scotch
Plains. Interment took place at the Good
Shepherd Mausoleum in Colonia.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Scotch Plains Volunteer Rescue
Squad, P.O. Box 325, Scotch Plains,
07076.

August 30, 2001
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A Great Place For Your Preschooler

...or Without You

With You...

O p e n i n g  S o o n

361 South Avenue East    •    Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 233-9151

•   Drop in Child Care That Fits Your Schedule
• Parent/Child Play Classes

• Customized Children’s Parties

Concepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & Thought

THE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

Westfield Public Schools
To Open September 5
WESTFIELD – The Public

Information Office of Westfield
Public Schools has revealed that
Wednesday, September 5, will be
the opening day for schools in the
district.

Westfield High School will
open at 8:30 a.m., Edison and
Roosevelt Intermediate Schools
will open at 8:15 a.m., elementary
schools (grades 1-5) will open at
8:45 a.m., kindergarten a.m.
classes will start at 8:50 a.m. and
kindergarten p.m. classes will
open at 12:30 p.m.

Westfield Foundation Grants
Awards to WHS Seniors

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Foundation recently
awarded two Westfield
High School seniors,
Kelly Lane and Eliza-
beth Ottoson, $2,500
renewable four-year
scholarships. The win-
ners were selected on a
basis of academic
achievement, need, dili-
gence, integrity, citizen-
ship, character, commu-
nity service and leader-
ship.

Kelly is a member of
the National Honor So-
ciety, Spanish Club, Vice-President
of the German Club, and a German
exchange student. She has spent three
weeks in Darmstadt, Germany. Much
of her time has been committed to
volunteerism. She has been active at
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield as a Peer Minister, Peer
Minister Coordinator and Lector.

Through the church, she partici-
pated in a week-long program to
help restore buildings in a poor neigh-
borhood of Washington, D.C. Kelly
achieved the Gold Award, the high-
est award in girl scouting. Her project
involved organizing and running a
camp for homeless children at
Ozaman Shelter in Edison. She has
been a member
of Twig Junior
at the
Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospi-
tal for the last
four years and
has held a board
position of Re-
cording Secre-
tary.

Kelly has
worked at a
special camp
for children
with speech
disorders spon-
sored by the hospital. She has par-
ticipated in the Children’s Miracle
Network, a pen pal program for chil-
dren who have recovered from life
threatening diseases.

Despite her commitment to
volunteerism, Kelly has been in-
volved in childcare after school
throughout her high school years.

Elizabeth is a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society and was a delegate
to New Jersey Girls State. She has been
a member of the Key Club, Recording
Secretary of the Spanish Club, a mem-
ber of Students Against Drunk Driving
and the Christian Awareness Club.

Elizabeth played spring softball as
a freshman and was one of two girls
selected for the golf team in her
junior and senior years.

Music is important to Elizabeth,
as she has been a member of the
marching band, the symphony or-
chestra and a soloist (clarinet) for the

wind ensemble at Westfield High
School. She is also a
member of the Concert
Choir and a soloist for
the select groups Cho-
rale and Choraleers. In
addition, she is a mem-
ber of her church choir
and the Crescent Choral
Society and Westfield
Chorale.

Elizabeth is active in
her church youth group
as senior high represen-
tative and has taught Va-
cation Bible School. As a
candy striper at Rahway

Hospital, she has volunteered more
than 160 hours. She has tutored el-
ementary school students, delivered
Mobile Meals to shut-ins, and has
participated in FLIP, a program which
delivers free lunches to homeless in
New York City.

For two summers, Elizabeth
worked with autistic children at a
daycare center. She has participated
in church-sponsored program to help
restore homes for the needy.

She will attend Wheaton College
in Wheaton, Ill., where she will en-
roll in a five-year program, earning a
Bachelor of Science in Biology and
a MSN in Nursing.

Elizabeth Ottoson

Kelly Lane

McGovern and Nodar
Named College Scholars
WESTFIELD — Westfield resi-

dents Aubrey P. McGovern and Albert
Nodar have been named College Schol-
ars for academic excellence during
2001 spring term at Middlebury Col-
lege in Middlebury, Vt. A College
Scholar represents the highest level of
academic achievement at the liberal
arts institution.  Aubrey is the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Paul McGovern. Albert
is the son of Felix Nodar.

Applicants Sought for UNICO
Nat’l Marconi Science Award
SCOTCH PLAINS — Applica-

tions are now being accepted for the
2001 UNICO National Marconi Sci-
ence Award, which will be bestowed
at ceremonies on November 10.

The applicant must be a full-time
resident and citizen of the U.S., of
Italian descent and be involved in the
physical sciences, such as electron-
ics, physics, chemistry, etc.

The award was established in 1995
to annually recognize a living scien-
tist who exemplifies Marconi’s sci-
entific and creative accomplishments
through their own life achievements.

Applications will be judged on a
number of factors, including educa-
tion, area of expertise, patents, pub-
lications, awards and a brief essay.

The application is available by
calling UNICO National at (973)
748-9144. Deadline for submission
of completed applications is Friday,
September 28, and the winner will be

notified by October 19.
UNICO National is the largest Ital-

ian-American service organization
in the United States with local chap-
ters across the country. The Marconi
Science Award is just one of the
many national awards and scholar-
ships which UNICO National be-
stows annually.

For addition information, please
contact Andre DiMino, Chairman,
Marconi Science Award Committee
by e-mail at andre@admtronics.com.

Jessica Gordon Attends
Explorations Weekend
WESTFIELD — Jessica Gordon

of Westfield recently attended
Johnson & Wales University’s Ca-
reer Explorations Weekend.

She is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Richard Gordon of Westfield
and a student at Westfield High
School.

Designed to help high school stu-
dents in their career decision-mak-
ing, the summer Career Explora-
tions Program introduces Jessica to
the fields of business, fashion, entre-
preneurship, equine studies, finance,
hospitality, legal services, market-
ing, management, management and
technology.

Jessica was exposed to their cho-
sen area through group discussions,
guest speakers, career opportunities
and more.

Certified H.S. Teachers
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Homeschoolers Invited
To Class at Church

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Children’s Center at Evangel Church,
1251 Terrill Road in Scotch Plains,
is opening registration for the fall
semester.

Each class is taught in a style to
complement home learning. Avail-
able classes include Science Lab,
Reading Group Dynamics, Art and
Spanish.

All classes are free and a women’s
bible study with crafts and fellow-
ship are provided.

Fall classes begin on Wednesday,
September 26, at 9:30 a.m. and will
convene the second and fourth
Wednesdays of each month through
December.

To register, please call the Evan-
gel Church Office at (908) 322-9300.

Matthew Metzger
Awarded Scholarship
FANWOOD – Matthew Metzger

of Fanwood has been awarded a
Trustee Scholarship at Lafayette
College in Easton, Pa.

A 2001 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, Matthew is
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph
Metzger of Fanwood.

Teachers Prepared for New
Elementary Math Curriculum

WESTFIELD — A total of 112
teachers from the Westfield elemen-
tary schools participated in a math-
ematics workshop this summer to
further prepare them for a new cur-
riculum entitled Everyday Math-
ematics.

The new curriculum was piloted in
Westfield for the last two years, with
input received from students, teach-
ers and parents. A survey of elemen-
tary parents was administered earlier
this year, with 850 parents attesting
to their satisfaction with the new
program.

Beginning this September, Every-
day Mathematics will be taught in
grades K-5 in all six of Westfield’s
elementary schools.

According to Dr. Regina Kiczek,
Mathematics Supervisor K-8, “A
large part of the success of program
lies in teacher training. Seventeen of
our teachers now constitute the El-
ementary Math Leadership Team.
They are excited about working to-
gether on this initiative and have lots
of ideas of how they can help their
colleagues implement the program
this year.”

The leadership team met nine times
during July and August and exam-
ined the math program in light of
national standards, re-wrote the el-
ementary math curriculum, and par-
ticipated in the elementary training

workshops. The team also attended a
four-day Everyday Mathematics
Academy at County College of Mor-
ris, and developed plans for October
in-service for teachers and continu-
ing programs for parents.

The standards of the curriculum
meet those established by the Na-
tional Council of Teachers of Math-
ematics and the New Jersey Core
Content Curriculum.

Members of the Elementary Math-
ematics Leadership Team include:
Claudia Andreski, Tara Buonadonna,
and Karen Salter from Franklin El-
ementary School; Cindy Andzel,
MaryJo Juelis and Sandy Stanton
from Jefferson Elementary School;
Nicole Barca, Mary Dailey and Yaeko
Knaus from McKinley Elementary
School; Lisa Barretta Thomas, Chris
Bondira and Trista Pollard from
Tamaques Elementary School; Karen
Kashlak and Lisa Mueller from Wash-
ington Elementary School; and Kim
Ford, Angela LaCarrubba and
Scarlett O’Neill from Wilson El-
ementary School.

In commenting on the Leadership
Team training, Mary Dailey, fifth
grade teacher at McKinley School,
said, “The Leadership Team training
was excellent. I fell well prepared
and excited to support staff and stu-
dents as we implement Everyday
Mathematics in grades K-5.”

Di Francesco Receives
Jurist Doctorate Degree

SCOTCH PLAINS – Derrick John
Di Francesco, a graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School and
The College of New Jersey, has re-
ceived his Jurist Doctorate Degree
from New York Law School.

Mr. Di Francesco has been em-
ployed with the law firms of Joseph
A. Lambariello in Bridgewater, and
Riker, Danzig, Scherer, Hyland &
Perretti in Morristown.

He will begin a clerkship for The
Honorable John Pisanksy of the Su-
perior Court of New Jersey.

Mr. Di Francesco is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Daniel Di Francesco of
Scotch Plains.

Teens Juggling School, Sports,
Volunteerism Should Be Appreciated

By ELISABETH SALEMME
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Life: It ain’t easy…” sings Vita-
min C in their song that is so
apropos, especially for high
school students. For those liv-
ing up to the high expectations
to be involved in a number of
extracurricular activities, while
maintaining a high grade point
average, life can be incredibly
difficult as well as stressful.

Often, students are forced to
abandon certain activities and
prioritize which activities mean
the most to them. When stu-
dents take time out of their hec-
tic lives to volunteer for the less
fortunate or for the benefit of

the community, they should be
praised.

Recently, I received a letter from
the head of Youth Ministry at my
church stating that I, along with nine
others, “have not been selected” to
be part of the Peer Ministry Program
for my senior year. As a junior, I
acted as a Peer Minister for a small
group of high school freshmen with
whom I worked every other week. To
say the least, I was appalled that
something like this could ever hap-
pen to someone like myself who was
so committed to my small group.

In addition to aiding in the in-
struction for both small and large
freshmen group meetings, it is rec-
ommended that Peer Ministers vol-
unteer with other church-related
activities. Most of these activities
take place during the week when I,
along with many others, partici-
pate in three seasons of sports then
come home to hours of homework
each night.

Admittedly, I could have done
more. I do not, however, believe stu-
dents should be penalized if they are
in fact getting involved.

In the highly-competitive world of
high school, students are packing
their lives with extracurricular ac-
tivities not only to enhance the ap-
peal of their college applications but
also to fulfill their potentials as ma-
turing people. Part of becoming a
more well rounded individual is par-
taking in religious activities and giv-
ing back to the community.

I do not wish to denounce my
church, for the work it does in help-

ing the less fortunate as well as the
community is extraordinary. I do
hope, however, to remind those in
charge that every volunteer should
be appreciated.

Volunteer organizations should
give everyone who wants an oppor-
tunity a chance to volunteer. For
example, at a local synagogue, the
Peer Leadership program has been
changed so that everyone who wants
to be a Peer Leader is given the
opportunity to do so.

Sarah Heitner of Westfield, who
will be a senior in the fall, is both a
member of this synagogue as well as
Treasurer of the Youth Group. She
said, “If a student wants to take time
and effort out of his or her busy high
school schedule and put their heart
into (volunteer activities), then that’s
really good. Everyone should be able
to participate if they want to.”

Other organizations value their
volunteers as well. Fiona Greeley of
Mountainside is a member of Habi-
tat for Humanity. “When my friends
and I take time to help when we are
needed, everyone (at Habitat) appre-
ciates our work.”

More organizations should take
advantage of students’ efforts, for it
is our generation that will soon have
the responsibility of helping the com-
munity and making the world a bet-
ter place to live.

Being fully-committed to every
activity is almost impossible. Any
time spent participating in volunteer
activities should be valued. The at-
tempts by students to “make the world
a better place,” as Vitamin C contin-
ues, come from true compassion and
should only be recognized with a
positive attitude.
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WESTFIELD — Cynthia Meryl,

Broadway performer and Artistic Di-
rector of the
Westfield Young
Artists’ Coopera-
tive Theatre
(WYACT), and
stage director of
this past summer’s
production of
Steven Flaherty’s
and Lynn Ahrens’
musical, Once On
This Island, at the
New Jersey Per-
forming Arts Cen-
ter (NJPAC), is
proud to announce
WYACT’s 10th
season of profes-
sional classes in
the performing
arts.

Thanks to the
generosity of the Union County Edu-
cational Services Commission and
its Superintendent Ed Hartnett,
WYACT will continue to offer act-

ing, musical theatre, and dance
classes at Centennial High School
(formerly Lincoln School) at 728
Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

Registration will take place in the
gym at Centennial High School on
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday,
September 4, 5, and 6 from 4 to 8
p.m.

Ms. Meryl teaches Beginners’, In-
termediate, and Advanced Acting
classes, concentrating on improvisa-
tion, character development, and
scene study. She also teaches private
voice and three levels of Musical
Theatre, focusing on song selection
and interpretation, ensemble work,
voice, musical theatre movement and
dance.

A professional actress in the New
York and national theatre arena for
over 25 years, Ms. Meryl designs her
classes to prepare the young per-
former for auditions and the profes-
sional stage.

In that vein, she has invited profes-
sionals to teach various other classes.
She is especially excited to welcome
two new additions to WYACT’s dance
faculty.

Kimani Fowlin, professional
dancer, choreographer, and African
Dance Consultant to Once On This
Island, will teach classes in African
Dance and Hip-Hop. African dance
is part of African culture, a universal
language. It has a purpose, commu-
nicates concepts of life, tells stories,
relates history (Diamano Coura West
African Dance Company).

A native New Yorker, Ms. Fowlin
received her dance training and Bach-
elor of Arts Degree from Sarah
Lawrence College. Currently, she is
working with the Harambee Dance
Company, Umoja Dance Company,
Andrea E. Woods and Richard Rivera.
She has conducted workshops and
choreographed throughout New York
and South America. She presently
teaches at Rutgers University, New
York City grammar schools, and Sal
Anthony’s Movement Salon.

Heather Zweig, protege of Sherry
Alban, WYACT’s choreographer for
the past four years, will teach classes
in Beginners’ and Intermediate Bal-
let and Tap, Jazz, and Modern/Lyri-
cal.

A graduate of the Mason Gross
School of the Arts at Rutgers Univer-
sity with a Bachelor of Fine Arts
Degree in Dance, Ms. Zweig prima-
rily performed with University
Danceworks, a dance company that
performs all over New Jersey and
Pennsylvania.

Ms. Zweig has taught at Fran’s
World of Dance in Piscataway for
three years, and continues to study
all forms of dance at the Broadway
Dance Center in New York City.

Ms. Meryl, an original cast mem-
ber in Tommy Tune’s award-win-
ning Broadway musical, Nine, with
Raul Julia, played Eliza in My Fair
Lady opposite Noel Harrison, Nellie
in South Pacific opposite Giorgio
Tozzi, Charlotte in Beyond Therapy
opposite Pat Paulson, and more.

She was the 1996 recipient of the

Optimist Club’s “Friend To Youth”
Award. Ms. Meryl stage directed and

together she and
her husband Ted
Agress, General
Manager of
WYACT, and
Broadway vet-
eran, produced
WYACT’s previ-
ous summer pre-
sentations: Car-
ousel, Oliver!,
Brigadoon, and
Once On This Is-
land (all four at
NJPAC), A Mid-
summer Night’s
Dream, Carni-
val, Stage Door,
C a m e l o t ,
Fiorello!, Crimes
of the Heart,
Merrily We Roll

Along, The Children’s Hour, Isn’t It
Romantic, The Threepenny Opera
and The Gay Divorce, (both as part of
the 1999 and 2000 Kean University’s
Arts Incubator Festivals).

They also produced all of
WYACT’s fundraising productions
such as I Do! I Do!, Love Letters, all
the WYACT Cabarets, and the radio
version of A Christmas Carol, which
she adapted for the stage.

Ms. Meryl would like to see young
performers develop the commitment
and discipline to learn an art well,
whether it be in music, dance, drama,
or the fine arts; and in doing so, build
the confidence they need not only to
build a career in the theatre, but to
face any challenge in life.

For further information on
WYACT’s performing arts program
and registration, please call (908)
233-3200 or email at
wyact@erols.com.

Kimani Fowlin

Heather Zweig

BraziliaBraziliaBraziliaBraziliaBrazilia
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

that meat is the only fare offered at
Brazilia, let us discuss the additional
dishes.

An extravagant salad bar is part of
the fare when you order at Rodissio,
as with most other entrees. One could
have a marvelous meal just partak-
ing of the salad bar, which includes
fried polenta, fried majorka and tofu
salad, a Brazilian Salad (“Mayon-
naise”) comprised of wonderful veg-
etables of all kinds and hard-boiled
eggs in a cold mayonnaise dressing.

Shrimp salad, calamari salad, green
and black olives, cold red beets in
vinegar sauce, pepper salad, won-
derful vegetable combinations with
majorka flour, pepperocini, cubed
cold cuts and cheese are all offered.

Other main courses include Paella
Valencia, which presented the larg-
est single portion I have ever seen,
arrived in a huge round black baking
dish with a massive amount of saf-
fron rice, a large lobster tail, shrimp,
clams, mussels, chicken and chorizo
sausage.

A roving bar on wheels, tendered
by a lovely female bartender, cre-
ated specialty drinks at diners’
tables. Che Perenia is a beverage
consisting of powerful light rum
lime juice and sugar over ice. In
addition to the regular variety,
Brazilia serves a Blue Sangria,
which is made of white wine blue
curseau, various fruits and lots of
ice. This was a refreshing version of
the somewhat bitter Sangria.

If you have any room left for des-
sert and coffee, Brazilia maintains a
wide variety of Brazilian coffees with
or without the liquor, espresso and
cappuchino. The dessert table, also
manned by lovely waitresses, has a
variety of delectable desserts. The
crowning glory of the cart is a Brazil-
ian cheesecake topped with guava
sauce. Flan with burnt sugar sauce,
fruit tart, mousse chocolate, ice cream
cake, and fresh fruit round out a
Brazilian feast.

Wheelbarrows are provided for
those who can’t walk out on their
own. The Feast of Nero in Rome
dims in comparison to this eating
experience at the Brazilia Grill.

No one leaves hungry.

SWING YOUR PARTNER... Y-Squares, a local square dance club founded in 1963, will host a free open house on Friday,
September 14, at 8 p.m. in the Frank K. Hehnly School, 590 Raritan Road in Clark. This community dance is tailor-made
to introduce non-dancers to square dancing. Adults and teenagers are invited to join. That evening, the club’s caller will
explain basic steps to music, such as the “promenade,” “grand right and left,” “circle to the left,” “dosado,” and more.
Weekly classes, which will commence on Tuesday, September 25, are held each Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. at the school. Each
lesson costs $4 per person. Registration will be open on Tuesday, October 2. For more information, please call Club
Presidents Peggy and Herman Renkevens at (732) 382-2770, Vi Stebner at (732) 382-2514, or Class Officers Jan and Paul
Sanderson at (908) 233-2414.
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WESTFIELD – Amish County
Quilts & Crafts of Strasberg, Pa. will
host its 3rd Annual Amish Quilt & Craft
Sale on Saturday, September 22, from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. at the National Guard
Armory, 500 Rahway Avenue in
Westfield.

There is no admission charge to get
into the sale.

The sale will feature a large selection
of over 250 quilts (for twin, full, queen
and king beds), over 500 wall hangings
(smaller quilts used as artwork on a
wall), pillows, dolls, artwork, toys, fur-
niture, rugs, books, and more.

All of these wares have been created
by the Amish and other craftspersons of
Lancaster County, Pa.

Last year, The Westfield Leader and
The Times of Scotch Plains and

Fanwood covered the 2nd Annual sale.
To read more about the event, please
visit http://www.goleader.com/
00sep28/24.htm.

A cottage type industry, Amish Coun-
try Quilts and Crafts was formed 14
years ago by Jane Benton. Handmade
items are collected by Ms. Benton from
her Amish friends and neighbors. She
has held sales in New York, Virginia,
Arizona, Massachusetts, Colorado,
North Carolina, Texas, California, and
Washington.

At this time when many are being
forced to leave farming, the Plain People
still follow their ways of farming life.
Many of them are also skilled
craftspersons. Ms. Benton strives to aid
her Amish friends at a time when the
family farm is disappearing.

LOCAL SUPERSTAR...Ronald Rosenfarb, a Westfield resident and film liai-
son from Westfield to the New Jersey Motion Picture and Television Commis-
sion, with actor Cristian de la Fuente of CBS network’s “Family Law,” feature
films Driven, Vampires: Los Muertos, are pictured on the set of the independent
feature film Minimal Knowledge. Mr. Rosenfarb served as the Senior Associate
Producer on the film, which shot in Westfield and various locations throughout
New Jersey.

3 popcorns

By MICHAEL GOLDBERGER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cynics as well as those with a
slavish loyalty to the novel by Louis
de Bernieres need not apply. It’s
understandable. Admittedly,
changes have been made. And no
one ever went broke betting the
book against the movie.

Hence, those unwilling to set aside
the inherent impossibilities of trans-
posing the very personal experience
of literature to the much more pub-
lic enthrallment of motion picture
will doubtless set themselves up for
disappointment.

However, those able to judge di-
rector John Madden’s filmic adap-
tation of Captain Corelli’s Mando-
lin on its own merits will be in for a
treat. Bravura performances by
Penelope Cruz, Nicolas Cage and
John Hurt, a solid screenplay by
Shawn Slovo, and inviting Greek
Island locations combine to make
this bittersweet war romance a full-
bodied experience.

Set during World War II, the film
opens to the practically haunting
serenity enjoyed by the denizens of
Cephalonia. A few of the young
men clamorously respond to the
government’s call for troops and
slip away into the dark anonymity
of war, yet for the time being the
conflict is a world away....just an-
other news story. It eventually comes
closer.

But even when the Italians arrive
to occupy the storybook isle, a quirky
fairy tale sense of well-being and
security prevail. It’s as if this per-
fect little civilization were immune
to the irreverence of war. And, be-
cause one suspects the invaders
themselves see their intrusion as a
grand faux pas, there is profound
humor in how the conquerors try to
win the approval of their charges.

Naturally, the Greeks won’t give
their unwelcome visitors the satis-
faction.

To this backdrop evolves a sweet-
souled love story — actually, a love
triangle — typical of the genre but
classically realized just the same.
Playing the winsome daughter of
the local philosopher-doc, portrayed
with a winning rustic charm by John
Hurt, Cruz is admirably credible as
Pelagia. Devoted to her dear wid-
owed dad, she hopes to one day
follow in his footsteps.

Still, she has found time for love
and is just recently engaged to
Mandras, a fisherman and her child-
hood sweetheart notably realized
by Christian Bale. But when Greece
calls its sons to war, Mandras can’t
suppress his patriotism.

Maybe things would have gone
differently had Mandras answered
any of the 100 love letters Pelagia
mails him. But he didn’t and the
door to her vulnerable heart is thus
open when Italy’s joie de vie-ooz-
ing Captain Corelli literally marches
into her life. Too bad the Germans
are also going to make their imprint
on this tale.

Sound sappy? Well, it is, in the
finest sense of the term and with
hardly a soapsuds sentiment to be-

tray the plot’s genuine foray into the
workings of courtship and love. And
who better than Cage, at his emotive
best as the in-love-with-life Corelli,
to guide you through the process?
Devoted to music and culture, his
captaincy is a paradigm of contra-
diction. It’s as if by joining the
military he hoped to pull an inside
job that would miraculously set the
Earth on a peaceful path.

In the meantime, every ounce of
the captain’s being denies the war.
When he conducts artillery prac-
tice, the execution is symphonic,
with sound the preeminent product.
Because in the fantasy he lives, his
men are not soldiers, but rather sing-
ers consecrated to their operatic cho-
rus. They’re pretty good, too. And
when a German captain salutes
Corelli with a “Heil Hitler,” the
captain glibly retorts, “Heil
Puccini.”

Unfortunately, things turn decid-
edly Wagnerian when Italy surren-
ders and Germany seeks to solidify
its presence in Greece.

By this time, a disoriented and
beleaguered Mandras has stumbled
in from the front only to find that his
betrothed has been turning her at-
tentions to the contagiously opti-
mistic interloper. Thus Mandras does
what any self-respecting cuckold
would do. Why, he goes the Che
Guevara route and joins the guer-
rilla partisans in the hills. At least
now he’ll be a martyr. And this
makes his plumage much more at-
tractive, too.

Already faced with fits of con-
science, all three principals will un-
dergo their own tests of loyalty as
the Germans see to it that Corelli
and his pastoral hosts don’t escape
the horrors of war.

Serving as the anchor of home-
spun wisdom and constancy among
all the supposition and turmoil that
war brings, Hurt is nomination wor-
thy as Dr. Iannis; Cruz proves that
she is indeed a world class actress
and Cage suits up to contribute his
usual effective performance.

There’s one problem, though —
minor but nonetheless gnawing to
these ears: Cage’s unconvincing Ital-
ian accent. In attempting to articu-
late the voice of Corelli’s native
land, the journeyman actor’s at-
tempted dialect sounds more like
the efforts of an inexperienced joke
teller: i.e. — “So this Italian guy
says.......” But if you think about it,
what language would they be speak-
ing anyway?

Certainly not English with Greek
and Italian accents as is depicted
here. For this is a cinematic conven-
tion that has traditionally required a
suspension of disbelief. It’s just that
Cage requires just a bit more of it
here.

But aside from that, Captain
Corelli’s Mandolin utters nary a false
note.

*  *  *  *  *
Captain Corelli’s Mandolin,

rated R, is a Miramax and Univer-
sal Pictures release directed by Steve
Madden and stars Penelope Cruz,
Nicolas Cage and John Hurt. Run-
ning time: 129 minutes.
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COMING NEXT WEEK:
• Learn the reactions of state

arts organizations in North Jer-
sey regarding state funding.  Do
they feel cheated?

• Do celebrities benefit from
the extra publicity generated
by the media after their crimi-
nal and rehab experiences?

• Marylou Morano helps us
finish off the summer with new
books.

POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

Captain Corelli’s Mandolin
Plays a Heartfelt Tune

Fall Classes PlannedFall Classes PlannedFall Classes PlannedFall Classes PlannedFall Classes Planned
At American PerformanceAt American PerformanceAt American PerformanceAt American PerformanceAt American Performance

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Ameri-
can Performance Studios will begin
its sixth year in the Central New
Jersey area on Monday, September
10.

Classes in theater with Molly
McCloskey Barber (“Miss Molly” of
“Romper Room”) and vocal training
with soprano Jeannette Ferrell
Maraffi will be held in the studios in
Mountainside.

Mrs. Barber has appeared on
WWOR-TV in New York, The Kid’s
Network, KTV, and in television
commercials. She was also seen in a
series of live television commercials
for Wendy’s, which included several
American Performance Studios stu-
dents.

She holds a bachelor’s degree in
fine arts from Carnegie Mellon Uni-
versity in Pittsburgh, where she spe-
cialized in musical theater. She was
the director of the Westfield Bicen-
tennial Show (1994), Big River (1995)
at Edison Intermediate School in
Westfield and Oliver! (1996), The
Sound of Music (1997), and Barnum
(1998) at Deerfield School in
Mountainside. She has performed
roles on stage and in film, in addition
to her television work.

Students enrolled in theatre classes
are taught improvisation technique,
acting technique, movement, re-
hearsal technique, rehearsal tech-

nique, and performance.
Classes are small so that students

are given individual attention.
Mrs. Maraffi, Musical Director of

the American Performance Studios,
teaches classes in vocal technique,
vocal repertoire, and performance.
She has sung with opera companies
and in concert in Italy, Ireland, Bel-
gium, France, Germany, and the
United States.

She has coached singers - ages 19
to 60 - for roles in over 20 operas in
Italy and in the United States.

In addition to her classical vocal
music training and performance, Mrs.
Maraffi worked for five years in tele-
vision as a back-up singer. She is a
certified music teacher in the state of
New Jersey with 15 years experience
in the Westfield and Mountainside
Public Schools. She was Musical
Director of the Westfield Bicenten-
nial Show and has served as stage
director and musical director for sev-
eral shows in Westfield and in
Mountainside.

Students in her vocal classes learn
proper breathing techniques, basic
music reading skills, how to choose
repertoire which is appropriate for
their voice type and age, and basic
performance techniques.

For information and registration
for fall classes, please call (908) 233-
3622.
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-Students of all levels
-Ensemble opportunities
-Audition preparation
-Annual Recital

Study flute and piccolo
For Information:
(908)-389-1742

Art Auction to BenefitArt Auction to BenefitArt Auction to BenefitArt Auction to BenefitArt Auction to Benefit
Alumnae Scholarship FundAlumnae Scholarship FundAlumnae Scholarship FundAlumnae Scholarship FundAlumnae Scholarship Fund
WATCHUNG — On Saturday,

September 8, the Mount St. Mary
Alumnae in Watchung will sponsor
its annual Art Auction to benefit the
group’s Scholarship Fund. The pre-
view will be held at 7 p.m. and the
auction will commence at 8 p.m. at
the school.

A professional auctioneer will
oversee the evening’s sale, which
will include collectibles and invest-
ment pieces by notable artists. Re-
freshments and door prizes will be
available.

Admission is $5 per person. Tick-
ets may be purchased at the door or
by calling (908) 757-0108, exten-
sion no. 4507.
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BRAZILIA GRILL

     The DinersThe DinersThe DinersThe DinersThe Diners

99 Monroe Street
Newark, NJ 07105
(973) 589-8682 HIGHEST POSSIBLE RATING: 4 STARS

By DR. JOSEPH P. DeALESSANDRO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEWARK – As Oliver Twist said,
“Food, glorious food!” The Italians
have their own phrase, “Abondanza,”
while Brazilians say “Rodissio.” I’ll
bet you can’t eat as much as you are
offered at Brazilia Grill in Newark.

Rodissio is not a restaurant, but a
way of life among Brazilians.

The Brazilian Grill is an attractive,
bright and multi-colored restaurant
sporting hand-painted murals depict-
ing life in Brazil. Native costumes,
various plants and floral extravagan-
zas with a brilliantly decorated ceil-
ing with cross members are gaily
presented.

A large, open restaurant accom-
modating approximately 125 people,
with a spacious bar, Brazilia’s kitchen
itself is not very large. It is replete
with normal restaurant ovens, Bra-
zilian fryers, etc.

The Chef staff is rather small, con-
sisting of three to four chefs. The real
backbone of the food preparation
exists in the main kitchen next door,
where there are 20 to 30 feet of high
power rotisserie equipment. Upon
this equipment, large pieces of beef
are affixed to black-handled skewers
roasting on hot charcoal fires.

The various meats are automati-
cally rotated, and the attending chefs
observe the cooking time and move
the meats from one left to the other,
to reduce the cooking heat.

Finally, the meat is set on the top
shelf, where they are picked up by
fast-moving waiters, bearing a metal
dish upon which rests the vertical
skewer and a keenly razor sharp cut-
ting knife.

The aroma of roasting meats pre-
vails in the entire restaurant, as the
succulent meats come to the table.

Beef and beef products are su-
preme at Brazilia. There are many
varieties to choose from, including
delectable sirloin steaks and various
cuts of beef in all sizes and dimen-
sions. Additionally, Brazilia serves
various cuts of pork, including an
entire suckling pig.

A full turkey is pre-
sented for carving.
Chicken hearts are
wonderfully seasoned and tender.
Turkey, wrapped in bacon, is scrump-
tious. An usual tasting lamb and in-
credibly season barbecued beef ribs
are ideal.

The system at the Rodissio calls
for a signal at diners’ tables, advising
the waiters to continue to bring on
the meats, until you remove the sig-
nal to advise them that you are satis-
fied. Brazilians and Portuguese cul-
ture points to a great enthusiasm for
roasted meats, as they are tradition-
ally hearty and selective eaters.

The manager of the Rodissio told
The Westfield Leader and The Times
of Scotch Plains and Fanwood that
an average of 700 pounds of meat are
cooked per week.

So as to not convey the impression

Pen & InkPen & InkPen & InkPen & InkPen & Ink

A PicturA PicturA PicturA PicturA Picture in Poetrye in Poetrye in Poetrye in Poetrye in Poetry
“DEW”

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Poem by Walter Wingate
Scottish Poetry Selection

A million little gardeners,
Too small for you to see,
Are out tonight and watering
As busy as could be.

And all the daisies in the field
Can see them go about,
And shut their little eyelids tight
To keep the water out.
They give the pansies such a bath:
And on the shaven green

Each blade is frosted pearly gray
But where my steps have been.
Hark to the honeysuckle flowers
And roses, red and white,
Thanking the fairy gardeners
For coming round tonight.

Continued on Page 15

ClassrClassrClassrClassrClassroom Chic: Hooom Chic: Hooom Chic: Hooom Chic: Hooom Chic: How to Returnw to Returnw to Returnw to Returnw to Return
TTTTTo School Wo School Wo School Wo School Wo School Wititititith Cutting-Edge Styleh Cutting-Edge Styleh Cutting-Edge Styleh Cutting-Edge Styleh Cutting-Edge Style

Artist ofArtist ofArtist ofArtist ofArtist of
 the W the W the W the W the Weekeekeekeekeek

Janis JoplinJanis JoplinJanis JoplinJanis JoplinJanis Joplin
(1943-      )(1943-      )(1943-      )(1943-      )(1943-      )

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Rolling Stone magazine called
her “perhaps the premier white
blues singer of the 1960s.” While,
Janis Joplin spent a relatively
brief time in the spotlight, she
had an influence on music that
continued well after her prema-
ture death.

Born in Port Arthur, Tex.,
Joplin, nicknamed “Pearl,” ran
away from home when she was 17
and began singing in clubs in
Houston and Austin. Within a few
years, when she had earned
enough money to travel to Cali-
fornia, she headed for the West
Coast, where she sang folk and
blues in bars in San Francisco
and Venice.

After a brief return to Austin in
1966, Joplin joined a new San
Francisco-based band, Big
Brother and the Holding Com-
pany, as its singer.

The band made its marks at the
1967 Monterey Pop Festival. It’s
second album, “Cheap Thrills,”
released the following year, sold
more than one million copies and
included the hit, “Piece of My
Heart.”

Joplin’s fame continued to grow
and, in 1969, she left the band to
form her own group, Kozmic
Blues Band, with whom she re-
corded an album.

As the decade drew to an end,
Joplin’s involvement with alco-
hol and drugs, especially heroin,
increased. She was in the midst of
recording a new album, “Pearl,”
with a new band, Full Tilt Boogie
band, when she was found dead in
Hollywood in October 1970 of an
accidental heroin overdose.

Despite her passing, Joplin’s
legend continued to increase. The
posthumous “Pearl” album was
released in 1971 and contained
the hit single, “Me & Bobby
McGee.” In 1979, Bette Midler
starred in “The Rose,” a thinly-
veiled film version of Joplin’s life.
Even today, singer/songwriters
such as Melissa Etheridge claim
Joplin as an influence.

Bernadette Kelly-Liptack, TCRG

908~301~0277

**NEW 4 Year Old Class**
Tuesday’s at 3:15pm

Call to Register for all classes Today!

Kellyellyellyellyelly Schoolchoolchoolchoolchool
of

Irrrrrish ish ish ish ish Dancingancingancingancingancing

Email: Kellyschool101@aol.com

100 Elmer Street, Westfield
(around the corner from the Rialto)

Pointe • Lyrical • Tap • Acrobatics

322-4249     •     369-3215
Call For Information or Come and Meet Us!

THE MODERNE
ACADAMIE

OF FINE ARTS

Tap • Jazz • Acrobatics • Hip-Hop

1820 E. 2nd Street, Scotch Plains, N.J.
• College Graduate Instructors
• Pre Dance: Pre School
• Combination Classes
• Beginner thru Advanced

• Syllabus Exams
• Member DMA & ADT
• Scholarships Available
• Adult Tap & Ballet Classes

Classes Start September 10th
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Fall Registration:

We Build Strong Confidence and Great Memories

Tue ��August 28 ��10-3
Wed ��August 29 ��10-3
Thu � August 30 �� 5-9

Tue ��September 4 ��10-3
Wed ��September 5 ��10-3
Thu ��September 6 ��� 5-9

AutAutAutAutAuthor Gertrude Whor Gertrude Whor Gertrude Whor Gertrude Whor Gertrude Woodoodoodoodood
TTTTTo Speak at Overlooko Speak at Overlooko Speak at Overlooko Speak at Overlooko Speak at Overlook
WESTFIELD — Westfield au-

thor Gertrude Wood will speak at a
“Meet the Author” program in
Wallace Auditorium at Overlook
Hospital in Summit on Thursday,
September 6, from 10 to 11:30 a.m.
She will discuss her novel, “Sin-
cerely Yours,” while answering ques-
tions from the audience.

It is not necessary to read the
book in order to attend the free
program. However, the book will be
available and a book signing will be

held after the discussion. Refresh-
ments will be served.

In another free event, on Tuesday,
September 11, from 2 to 3:30 p.m.,
the novel will be discussed by the
Senior Contact Book Group. For
this meeting, attendees must read
the book first. A book signing will
be included and refreshments will
be served.

Attendees for both programs must be
members of Senior Contact and must
register in advance. Senior Contact is
open to individuals 55 and older. To
obtain a free membership and to make
reservations, please call (888) 607-3646.
Parking is free. Attendees may ask for
a “free parking” sticker when they ar-
rive at any program, to use when they
leave the parking garage.

Mrs. Wood, a resident of Westfield
for over 35 years, was selected by
The Westfield Leader and The Times
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood last Janu-
ary as “Best Writer” in the Westfield,
Scotch Plains, Fanwood and
Mountainside area. She is the former
owner of IDEAS, a nationally syndi-
cated service, supplying hundreds of
house-magazine editors with ideas,
stories, and articles.

“Sincerely Yours,” is in stock at
The Town Book Store in Westfield,
and Barnes & Noble in Clark and
Springfield. It can be ordered at any
bookstore.

Gertrude Wood

Skies Capture Another Rising Star,Skies Capture Another Rising Star,Skies Capture Another Rising Star,Skies Capture Another Rising Star,Skies Capture Another Rising Star,
Aaliyah, 22, in Tragic Plane CrashAaliyah, 22, in Tragic Plane CrashAaliyah, 22, in Tragic Plane CrashAaliyah, 22, in Tragic Plane CrashAaliyah, 22, in Tragic Plane Crash

Aaliyah

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

W E S T F I E L D / S C O T C H
PLAINS — Grab your credit cards
and get ready to charge, full steam
ahead, into the fall fashion season.

Traditionally, plaid patterns in
navy blues, forest greens, and bur-
gundy tones have been found in au-
tumn wardrobes, but styles, as they
say, are a-changin’.

According to the experts at Polo,
Ralph Lauren and The Gap, the hot-
test design is camouflage. Includ-
ing, but not limited to a mixture of
olive, tan and brown, camouflage
can be found in clusters of blues and
reds.

Their recommendation: Boot-cut
pants or 3/4 sleeve shirts in every-
thing camouflage.

The upside and downside: The
print, which is commonly used to
hide you or help you blend in with
the background, will draw you into
the foreground so much this season,
that your teachers will still notice
you if you’re trying to avoid handing
in your homework.

Denim fabric is often pi-
geonholed into being
worn for “dress-down”
or casual occasions.
Not so for our au-
tumn fashions,
which call for
denim jackets with
pin-tuck detailed
pleats, mini-skirts,
jumpers, dresses,
and work shirts.

Their recommen-
dation: For denim
pants or jeans, pick the
five-pocket variety off
the shelf and buy them.
You can’t lose. The
darker shades of denim
rock, while the lighter
shades hearken back to the
days of the 80s. Don’t
make that mistake.

The upside and down-
side: While there are sev-
eral shades of blue in
denim these days, don’t
go overboard when
combining them. Keep
it uniform and don’t mix
and match.

If you are thinking of
giving someone the
shirt off your back, be
sure it’s a rugby, a v-
neck, a graphic T-shirt
or a shirred tulle top.

Their recommenda-
tion: Rugby shirts,
which were trendy in
the late 80s, have been
revamped and re-
stored. Get them in
bright combinations
like red and navy,
yellow and navy, or
green and navy. Most of the shirts
you’ll see will have v-necks to them.

The upside and downside: They
might not keep you warm like a
turtleneck, but v-necks will keep you
in style. Sending a message with a
graphic T-shirt with terms like “Prin-
cess,” “Attitude,” or “Babe,” are (un-
fortunately) still in demand. Another
80s favorite making a comeback?
Sheer black trimmed tops. Trendy or
not, I’d avoid them. You might be

mistaken for the “Lucky Star” video
version of Madonna.

Fur-trimmed collars, which were
found on almost everything last fall
and winter, are mod.

The upside and downside:
Though pretty stylish, you might
not want to look like a re-run of last
year and please make sure that it’s
FAKE fur.

Any which way
you cut it, women

and men should
be shopping for

boot-cut trou-
sers and

c u f f e d
p a n t s .
W o m e n
should be
on the look-
out for pants

in lightweight
wool,  which

will be versatile
enough to transi-
tion into those
spring months.

Donna Karan,
Gianni Versace

and Giorgio Armani
are all showing the
same palette of
colors for autumn
of 2001. Bur-
nished gold, am-
ber, olive, plums
and maroons
have taken cen-
ter stage on ev-
ery runway.

The upside
and downside:
Try not to fall
into a pile of
leaves with
these colors on.
No one will find
you.

Cosmet ics
for the ladies
will also fea-
ture these
shades. Keep
eyelids cov-
ered with rich
plums at

nighttime and downplay the shades
for the daytime hours. Glimmers of
gold are perfect highlights near the
arch of the eyebrow. So, please, la-
dies, no more sky blue eyeshadow.
I’m begging you.

Finally, oversized messenger bags,
slung over the shoulder are hot for
both men and women. Not only are
they spacious beyond your wildest
expectations, they make you look
super-important.

Keep Your Eyes Peeled:
The A&E web page

 is coming!

Face it, you’ve got places to go and
things to learn. What better way to
do it, than in style and in demand for
your fashion savoir-faire?

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Barb was in shock. Suddenly my taco shells and refried beans flew into
the plastic bag with a thud, Barb’s eyes as large as 50-cent pieces as she
asked me if it was true. Her fellow cashier just informed her that 22-year-
old R&B star and actress Aaliyah had been killed in a plane crash the night
before, coming back from the Bahamas, where she just wrapped up
filming a music video. Killed instantly, Aaliyah’s twin-engine plane was
suffering some engine trouble shortly after it took off.

“They said the same thing about
Eminem in a car crash and it wasn’t
true,” Barb pled. “This is probably
the same kind of thing, right?”

Gathering up my egg cartons and
bread, I said, “No, it’s for real this
time.”

I left Barb behind to help the next
customer. As I exited through the
automatic doors, I could still hear her
words of disbelief trailing behind
me, “You’ve gotta be kiddin’ me!”

Immediately, I started to think
about how many celebrities we have
lost to the skies. When The Big
Bopper, 29, Richie Valens, 18,
Buddy Holly, also 22, were killed
in a plane crash, the date was
dubbed, “The Day the Music Died.”
Don McLean referred to the tragedy
in his 1972 song, “American Pie.”
John F. Kennedy, Jr., 38, Patsy Cline,
30, Glenn Miller, 40, Otis Redding,
26, John Denver, 53, Stevie Ray

Vaughan, 35, Jim Croce, 30, and Rick Nelson, 45, are some of the other
celebrities called to the heavens at early ages. It would be cliché to say
that “their legends will never die,” but nothing could be closer to the truth.

During Mass on Sunday morning, I began to picture a separate
portion of heaven that each of these musicians, artists and celebrities
meet to collaborate. Perhaps they are standing around a giant white
piano – Valens is giving a Latin spin to Cline’s classic song, “Crazy,”
– Denver chimes in with a little “Rocky Mountain High,” and The Bopper
wails in the background, “Hellloooo, Baaabby!” Now, they’re going to be
joined with Aaliyah, showing off her signature dance moves and crooning,
“Try Again.” I like to think of her having an extended family, even if it has
been brought together by a tragic fate.

In 2002, we will see Aaliyah again in the film adaptation of the Anne Rice
novel “Queen of the Damned” and The Matrix 2. Though her career began
at the age of 15, her work was timeless and revered by many in R&B circles.

When MTV asked her about her success and the her future, Aaliyah said
thoughtfully, “I don’t think about my previous success. I’m happy that the
work I’ve done in the past has been very successful. All I can do is leave
it in God’s hands and hope that my fans feel where I’m coming from.” “I
took the time out to give my all.”

“I am truly blessed to get up every morning and do what I love. I’m a truly
happy young person. And, I thank God for His blessings every single
chance I get,” she related.

Though it seemed much too early to comment on the legend she would
like to leave behind, Aailyah told MTV, “I’d like to be remembered as a
fallen entertainer and a good person.”


