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Summer Rd. Projects Busied Public
Works Staffs; 25 Local Sts. Improved

By SETH AUGENSTEIN
Specially Written for The Times

Road reconstruction and mainte-
nance projects in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood have kept the respective
Departments of Public Works busy
all summer. Despite a heat wave and
some heavy rains, the projects have
been successful and draw to a close
this month.

Eleven roads were resurfaced in
Scotch Plains. Among them were
Cook Avenue, Canterbury Drive,
Allenby Lane and a portion of High-
lander Drive. The project started
on July 9th on both the north and
south sides of town, and dealt with
roads by order of necessity.

A local contractor rented a pav-
ing machine to the Department,
while the materials were bought
with money from the Union County
cooperative purchasing program
and from funds allocated for the

project by the town council. Walter
DiNizo, the Director of the Depart-
ment of Public Works, was pleased
with the way the project turned out
in his town.

“We take good care of the roads
in town. The (Township) Council
always allocates enough funds for
road upkeep, particularly for road
resurfacing and reconstruction,” he
said.

It is not as easy for Ray Manfra,
Mr. DiNizo’s counterpart in
Fanwood. The smaller town does
not have as much capital to set
aside for such a large-scale resur-
facing project. Instead, Mr. Manfra
and the rest of the Department use
a three-stage rating of a road’s up-
keep.

First, a material called Slurry-Seal
is used as a preventive measure to
avoid the formation of potholes. Sec-
ond, a road may be eroded enough to

warrant a resurfacing job. Finally, a
severely damaged or weathered street
could dictate a full reconstruction,
including the removal of the previ-
ous pavement.

Being a 39-year veteran of the
Department of Public Works, Mr.
Manfra budgets and prioritizes road
conditions by applying the three
methods as necessary.

Slurry-Seal was applied to 12
streets this summer in Fanwood, in-
cluding Burns Way, Herbert Avenue
and Glenwood Road, which will mark
the end of the project when it is
completed next week. Resurfacing
was done to Walden Road, the east
side of South Avenue, a portion of
North Avenue and a piece of
Glenwood Road.

As for Scotch Plains, there were
no roads that were badly eroded
enough to warrant a reconstruction,
said Mr. DiNizo.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

School Admin. Pleased With Progress
On Construction, Renovation Projects

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

A 20-page agenda met the mem-
bers of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education as they returned
from their July hiatus to a meeting on
August 16.

The board authorized a host of
new hires, transfers and reassign-
ments as part of a heavy personnel
agenda that furthered the district’s
preparations for the opening of school
on Wednesday, September 5.

Although there was no report on
the status of contract negotiations
between the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Education Associa-
tion (SPFEA), Scotch Plains resi-
dent Margaret Ames urged the board
to settle the contract before the be-
ginning of the school year and vowed
to ask the SPFEA to do the same.

She said it is particularly impor-
tant given the fact that the district has
three new principals in place. The
contract between the two parties ex-
pired on June 30.

“Imagine the legacy you can leave
by changing the status quo,” stated
Mrs. Ames, referring to the parties
poor track record when it comes to
timely contract settlements. “I ask
for bold action to settle this con-
tract.”

The negotiating teams were sched-
uled to meet yesterday, August 22.

Board Administrator Anthony
DelSordi updated board members
and the public on the status of con-
struction/renovation projects in the
district.

Overall, he seemed pleased with
the progress that has been made

through the summer at the different
schools. This work included:

•Irrigation of the high school fields,
which is expected to be completed
by Monday, October 15.

•Installation of new elementary
school fire alarm systems.

•Removal of asbestos from the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) auditorium ceiling, clear-
ing the way for renovations to begin.

•Renovation of the second floor of
School One Elementary, which Mr.
DelSordi called a “very aggressive
job.” He said the school would be
ready to open on time in September.

•Completion of the demolition
phase of Park Middle School’s lower
level. Renovations there were sched-
uled to begin earlier this week.

•Completion of asbestos ceiling
tile removal at Coles Elementary
School.

•Roof replacement at SPFHS,
which is scheduled to be completed
by mid September.

“It’s been an interesting summer,
to say the least,” said Mr. DelSordi,
who hopes the board will award bids
for construction work at Coles School
and Terrill Middle School in Sep-
tember, allowing work there to begin
in October.

He expects to go out for bids on
work at Brunner, Evergreen and
McGinn Elementary Schools in Janu-
ary 2002, with work starting at those
schools in March.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, parent Steve
Jacobs, worried that Park Middle
School might not open on time, asked
the board why construction there did
not start until August.

Mr. DelSordi replied that delays
on the part of the State Department
of Education meant delays in the
district’s awarding the construction
contract. He assured Mr. Jacobs there
is sufficient room to accommodate
all Park School students while con-
struction is underway.

The board awarded bids for win-
dow replacements at the high school
to Rure Associates at a cost of
$1,330,676; for outdoor bleacher
work at SPFHS to Landsite Con-
struction Company at a cost of
$966,000; for asbestos removal at
Coles School to Two Brothers Con-
tracting at a cost of $34,000; and for
assorted maintenance and repair work
to a variety of contractors in the
amount of $85,209. All awards were
made to lowest bidders.

The board also approved submis-
sion of the Educational Facilities
Construction & Financing Act Grant
Agreement to the state, which will
allow the district to begin receiving
funding for the construction/renova-
tion work approved in the December
2000 bond referendum. The district
will receive $11,611,448 under the
financing act.

The board entered into a lease
purchase agreement for computer
equipment in the amount of $436,267
from LaSalle National Leasing. This
is the second year the district has
used a four-year lease purchase ar-
rangement to obtain new computer
equipment for the schools.

As part of its commitment to ex-
plore shared services opportunities
with the municipalities of Scotch
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BREAKDOWN AND PERCENTAGE OF DEMOGRAPHIC POPULATION PER TOWN

New Census Data Gives Closer
Look At Area Demographics

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
ELVIS HASN’T LEFT THE BUILDING…Avid Elvis fans gathered at the Village Green in Scotch Plains to pay homage
to the King of Rock and Roll, Elvis Presley. Jim Barone, who portrayed Elvis during the popular concert series, had the
audience “all shook up” with his musical performance.

David B. Corbin for The Times
PRESERVATION AND PROTECTION…The Scotch Plains Public Library recently acquired the microfilm of its 1963
to 1979 copies of The Times of Scotch Plains- Fanwood. The library’s original newspaper copies were deteriorating,
yellowing and some were torn. Seated, Scotch Plains Mayor Martin L. Marks and Councilman William F. McClintock,
Jr. compare the original document to the microfilm version shown by Library Director Norbert Bernstein. Pictured,
behind Mayor Marks, Horace R. Corbin, Publisher of The Times, looks on with pride. See related story on Page 2.

Westfield, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Eyeing More Commuter Jitneys

By STEPHEN CHIGER
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains, Fanwood and
Westfield are looking to bolster the
NJ Transit jitney service they se-
cured last month. Local officials said
the municipalities are seeking up to
two more shuttles to supplement the
two awarded on July 30.

The extra shuttles would likely be
used cooperatively between the three
towns.

The jitney service looks to pro-
vide additional riders  for local trains,
as well as reduced parking lot crowd-
ing and roadway congestion. For
Fanwood, though, it falls under the
rubric of a downtown revitalization
initiative that Mayor Louis C. Jung
calls the borough’s “top priority.”

“Over the next 3 to 5 years, the
goal would be to bring millions of
dollars of ratables” to Fanwood,
Mayor Jung said. He said that the
plan, set for review by the Borough
Council in late September, involves
building additional upscale housing
in the downtown and rearranging
parking spaces.

According to Clayton Pierce,
Fanwood’s Downtown Revitalization
Coordinator, the jitney service will
increase property values and also at-
tract shoppers to the downtown. Dur-
ing off-peak hours, the borough may
use the van as it sees appropriate.

One possibility is to shuttle people
between the Scotch Plains and
Fanwood downtowns. Also being
considered is a concierge service that
would run errands for jitney riders
during the day.

Mr. Pierce said that the borough
has partnered with the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education to pro-
vide drivers. Besides selling admis-
sion for the shuttles, he said, the
town is also considering renting ad-
vertising space on its sides.

Mr. Pierce said he thinks the ser-
vice will “be profitable from day
one.”

The cost of the jitney will be the
same as that of a parking permit, said
Mr. Pierce. Fanwood has predicted
that the shuttle combined with the
development of their downtown could
bring up to a half million dollars in

ridership to NJ Transit.
Westfield Acting Town Adminis-

trator Jim Gildea said that Westfield
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood had
originally applied for two vans each,
though they only received one apiece.
At NJ Transit’s suggestion, they are
now working together to create a
shared services operation, particu-
larly involving the border of Westfield
and Scotch Plains.

According to Mr. Gildea, the three
towns have jointly asked NJ Transit
to review their needs, and will likely
reapply for extra vans next year. He
said that though they will probably
apply for two vans, they could share
services with only one.

Mr. Pierce said that he hopes also
to apply to Union County for the
additional vans. However, Sebastian
D’Elia, a county spokesman, said
that the county did not provide such
service.

“We’re not in the business of doing
that,” he said.

The $94,000, 20-passenger NJ Tran-
sit busses are scheduled to arrive in
Westfield and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
next spring. Under NJ Transit’s Com-
munity Shuttle Program, the jitneys
are free to the towns, and communi-
ties providing the service will receive
$60,000 in start-up costs.

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

Last week, the Census Bureau re-
leased additional data
compiled from the Cen-
sus 2000, containing de-
tailed demographics for
individual counties, mu-
nicipalities and Congres-
sional districts.

The Census, which is
the largest peacetime ef-
fort conducted by the
government, is calcu-
lated every 10 years.
Compiling and analyz-
ing the data involves the
work of thousands of de-
mographers crunching
numbers over a three-
year period.

The Census Bureau
between March and June
of 2000 published some
of the Census data, such
as total population for the country,
including gender, age and the racial
make-up of each state and county.

One of the major changes incorpo-
rated into Census 2000 was adding
Hispanic and Latino ethnicity as a
category choice in addition to other
racial category changes. Another sig-
nificant change was allowing respon-
dents to categorize themselves as
more than one race, up to a total of

six race categories in various combi-
nations for the first time in Census
history.

The new data released last week
included information on gender, age,
race, Hispanic or Latino origin,
household relationship and other
household and family characteris-
tics broken down by counties, mu-
nicipalities, Congressional districts
and ZIP code areas.

Housing items included occupancy
status of whether a unit was owner-
or renter- occupied, vacant housing

statistics and average household size.
Family characteristics were broken
down by households with or without

children, married couples, female
householders without a husband
present and non-family households.

Other data published by the Bu-
reau included thematic maps of
people per square mile and average
household size broken down by coun-
ties, municipalities and Congres-
sional districts. Relationship ques-
tions regarding the gender of spouses
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Banking / Just like it’s supposed to be.®

1-800-522-4100 ~ www.valleynationalbank.com

[ [Introducing Valley’s

Kids First 
Savings
ClubSM

Bring your kids and their piggy banks into a Valley branch and watch their

faces light up as they pour their coins into our VCoinWorksSM machine. They’ll see

nickels and dimes add up to dollars, and then they can use the money to open

a new Kids First Savings Club account. They’ll earn an incredible 4.00%

Annual Percentage Yield. And we’ll match up to the first $10 they deposit!

Kids without coins are welcome, too. Valley understands the importance of

saving, and that’s why we make it fun for kids to start early. 

Stop into a Valley branch* today.

*VCoinWorks are available at most Valley branches.  Call 1-800-522-4100 for the branch location closest to you. Valley will match up to the first $10 on initial deposit only. The Kids
First Savings Club account is available to children and teenagers under age 18.  After the age of 21 the interest rate reverts to the regular Passbook rate.  Minimum balance required
is $1.00. Rate accurate as of 4/17/01 and is subject to change without prior notice. Early withdrawal penalty if account is closed prior to 14 months. Certain restrictions may apply. 
© 2001 Valley National Bank. Member FDIC. Member Federal Reserve System. 

Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.
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Plains and Fanwood, the board ap-
proved the use of Jersey Profes-
sional Management to submit an
application to the state for Regional
Efficiency Development Incentive
(REDI) Implementation Assistance
Grants.

These would allow the school dis-
trict, township and borough to reach
agreement on sharing public works
facilities, equipment and services,
and to obtain recreation hardware
and software that would facilitate
the usage, scheduling and mainte-
nance of local recreational facilities.

The board also awarded various
transportation contracts to the Dap-
per, Vogel and Rahway Bus Com-
panies for the coming school year.

Board members Thomas Russo and
Edward J. Saridaki, Jr. voted against
the motion.

Mr. Russo explained he would
not support giving the contract to
Vogel due to the “history of prob-
lems” the district has had with the
company. The agreement with
Vogel costs $274,524.

The next regular public meeting
of the board will be Thursday, Au-
gust 30, 7:45 p.m. On the agenda
for that meeting is first reading of
revisions to the district’s Entrance
Age Policy. Revisions distinguish
between entrance age requirements
for current residents and for chil-
dren moving into the district dur-
ing the school year.

School Admin. Pleased With Progress
On Construction, Renovation Projects

TUESDAY, AUGUST 14
•A 19-year-old Marlboro man

reported that he was assaulted and
robbed of $200 in the rear parking
lot of a billiards hall on Route 22
West at approximately 1:30 a.m.
The incident is under investigation
by police.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 17
•A 37 year old North Plainfield

man was reportedly approached by
two suspects in the 100 block of
Terrill Road around 3:30 p.m. Police
said one suspect was carrying what
was believed to be a handgun and
demanded cash. A struggle ensued
with the victim and both suspects
fleeing the scene on foot. No injuries
were reported.

•An Evergreen Avenue resident
reported several unauthorized
purchases in her name on a credit
card account made in Florida.

New Census Data Gives Closer
Look At Area Demographics

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

By ALLISON STEC
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- Rebecca Tomkins
has lived in the Town of Westfield for
two years with her husband on a quiet
northside neighborhood. Ms. Tomkins
works at NBC and commutes to New
York City five days a week.

She is one of many residents who
gets the unfortunate opportunity to walk
nearly half a mile from her parking spot
to the station each morning. Sure, ev-
eryone would want a spot near the
platform to save a long walk. However,
for Ms. Tomkins there is one differ-
ence: she is five months pregnant.

“Depending on the day, I usually park
anywhere between the YMCA and
Roosevelt (Intermediate) School,” Ms.
Tomkins said. “It’s becoming increas-
ingly difficult for me to search for on-
street parking and hike to and from the
station each day.”

Ms. Tomkins contacted Third Ward
Councilman Neil F. Sullivan, Chair-
man of the Town Council’s Transporta-

Westfield Councilman Proposes Temporary
Commuter Permits For Pregnant Women at Station

tion, Parking and Traffic Committee,
about getting a temporary parking pass
for the train station lot until her baby
was born. She was shocked to find out
the Westfield had no such general al-
lowance, except in certain cases. How-
ever, Ms. Tomkins had already started
the ball rolling.

“I think pregnancy is a wonderful
thing and worthy of positive discrimi-
nation,” Councilman Sullivan said. “In
the past, ‘hardship’ pleas were dealt
with on a case by case basis with the
mayor and/or administrator asking or
directing the (town) clerk to issue a
permit.”

His plan would work as follows: A
90-day permit would be issued to the
pregnant commuter on a first-come,
first-serve basis, and the recipient would
choose the 90-day period that suits her
best.

A permit would be issued to preg-
nant women, who currently don’t hold
permits, to park at South Avenue or
Watterson Street parking lots or the

new temporary commuter lot on
Cacciola Place. A preferred spot would
then be issued.

The approximate cost would be
$45 per month. Should the recipient
already have a Watterson or Cacciola
permit, which goes for $30 per
month, they would pay the differ-
ence.

The spaces would be located on one
side of the “horseshoe” area in front of
the train station on South Avenue.

When these preferred spaces at the
train station are set aside for pregnant
commuters, the concern becomes how
difficult it would be to prevent the
permit from being subject to misuse
and abuse.

“I hope the spots would be self-
enforcing. If not, it wouldn’t be in the
spirit of the issue,” Councilman Sullivan
said. “It allows for self-enforcing be-
cause people will only be expecting
pregnant women to get in and out of
those cars.” However, short-term meters
would also be installed should a spot

not be in use by a pregnant commuter.
The “slippery slope” factor has also

been brought up in this situation. For
example, what would be done if a resi-
dent with a broken ankle desires a tem-
porary pass? In this type of situation, the
state has laws where doctors provide
handicapped permits, and Westfield
would be adhering to that standard. If
more handicapped spots are needed,
they will be created.

“We are accomplishing a great deal,
and construction is being done right
now,” Councilman Sullivan added. “We
hope to be done by Labor Day, no pun
intended.”

Ms. Tomkins is sure to be one of
many pleased mothers-to-be.

“The reason we were attracted to
Westfield in the first place is because it
is a town that pays attention to its
residents,” she said. “I am impressed
with how quickly the council responded
and have been so thoughtful about the
process. It’s enforced my desire to live
in Westfield.”

Springfield Ave.-Broad St. Reconfiguration
Underway; Project to Be Completed By Oct.

By ERIN COCKREN
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- The intersection at
East Broad Street and Springfield Avenue
in Westfield is being reconfigured. The
County of Union began work in early
August and will complete construction
by late September or early October.

The county made a bid for state aid
funds to improve the East Broad-Spring-
field intersection and others within the
county. A portion of the money obtained
covers the majority of the $280,000 reno-
vations.

According to County Engineer G. Bruce
Connor, the project includes the installa-
tion of a new traffic signal system with
state-of-the-art timing devices. The older
lights are too outdated to be improved,
and the new models can be adjusted as
necessary in the future.

The intersection has a concrete island
that separates those vehicles traveling
eastbound on Springfield Avenue mak-
ing a right turn onto East Broad. That
island will be removed along with the
traffic light on it.

In its place, white paint stripping will
be drawn to separate two dedicated lanes:
one for continuing straight and the sec-
ond for right turns, Mr. Connor stated.

Similarly, those traveling westbound
on Springfield Avenue from Cranford
will encounter two dedicated lanes: one
for left turns and one traveling straight.
Those traveling on East Broad from down-
town Westfield will enter either a dedi-
cated left turn lane, or a second lane
allowing all three movement: left, straight
and right. Traffic signals will utilize turn-

ing arrow and delayed green methods to
allow turning cars to advance before the
rest of traffic.

Westfield Town Engineer Kenneth B.
Marsh added that the “new intersection
will be more compatible with traffic to
eliminate backups in all directions.”

The intersection is also being widened
on Springfield Avenue to incorporate the

newly defined lanes. Original plans in-
cluded the purchase of 15 feet of land
from the Echo Lake Church of Christ on
Springfield Avenue, the cost of which
would have been incurred by the town.

“We were uncomfortable with the ma-
jor change and, we wanted to be sure that
we were fairly considered. But we de-
clared publicly that if that were to happen

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

•A Plainfield resident reported that
his vehicle was entered after a side
window to the vehicle was smashed
at a Route 22 restaurant.
Approximately $600 worth of
personal items was reportedly taken.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 18
•Police received a report of the theft

of a cell phone, a palm computer and
some personal effects taken from inside
an unlocked vehicle on Spruce Mill
Lane. The theft occurred sometime
during the mid-afternoon hours.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 19
•Someone reported that blocks

were thrown through the windows of
two vehicles parked overnight on
Beryllium Road.

•A gas station on Route 22 East
was reportedly robbed. Entry was
gained by forcing through a glass
panel. An undetermined amount of
cash was taken.

Get With The Times:
www.goleader.com

Streetscape, Parking Lot Projects
Moving Ahead on Council Agenda

we would agree for the public good, said
Donnell Carr, a Trustee at the Echo Lake
Church of Christ.

Recent adjustments only require use of
previously town-owned land at the edge
of the property. Several trees will be re-
moved on the Springfield side of the
property, but new ones will be planted at
the completion of construction.

and unmarried partners allowed the
Bureau to publish statistics on same-
sex partners for each state, county
and for some municipalities.

Other statistics on occupations,
commuters, education level, house-
hold income and housing values will
become available over the course of
the next few years. Comparison tables
for specific population groups and
for smaller geographic areas will
also become available as it is com-
piled.

All of the Census data is posted on
the Internet on the Census 2000
Website at www.census.gov.

Some Union County municipali-
ties showed a population increase
in the last 10 years, while others
saw a decline.  The Town of
Westfield gained 774 residents, a
2.7 percent increase, from 28,870
in 1990 to 29,644 in 2000.

Scotch Plains gained 1,572 resi-
dents, a 7.4 percent increase, from
21,160 in 1990 to 22,732 in 2000.
Fanwood saw a gain of 59 resi-
dents, a .8 percent increase, from
7,115 in 1990 to 7,174 in 2000.

And, Mountainside Borough lost
55 residents, a .6 percent loss,
from 6,657 in 1990 to 6,602 in
2000.

The average household size for

all of Union County and most of
Central New Jersey was between
2.75 and 2.77 people per house-
hold. On the average, Union
County had 5,059 people per
square mile.

Westfield had 10,819 households
and 4,403 people per square mile;
Scotch Plains had 8,479 house-
holds and 2,503 people per square
mile; Fanwood had 2,615 house-
holds and 5,362 people per square
mile; and Mountainside had 2,478
households and 1,641 people per
square mile. A major city, like
Newark, had 11,495 people per
square mile.

Hudson County was the most
densely populated with 13,044
people per square mile while Sus-
sex County had only 277 people
per square mile and Warren County
came in at 286 people per square
mile.

The racial data for each munici-
pality was broken down by six,
single race categories, a two or
more races category and statistics
on Hispanic or Latino populations.
Demographics of the Asian cat-
egory were further broken down
into Asian Indian, Chinese, Fili-
pino, Japanese, Korean, Vietnam-
ese and other Asian for each geo-
graphical area. The Hawaiian and
other Pacific Islander category was
broken down into Native Hawai-
ian, Guamanian or Chamorro, Sa-
moan and other Pacific Islander.

The Hispanic and Latino category
was listed as an ethnicity that could
be chosen in combination with any
of the race categories. This ethnic
category was further broken down
into Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cu-
ban and other Hispanic or Latino.

Westfield’s total Hispanic or
Latino population was tallied at
836 or 2.8 percent; Scotch Plains
counted 895 or 3.9 percent;
Fanwood counted 268 or 3.7 per-
cent; and Mountainside counted
199 or 3 percent for this category.

Of Westfield’s 10,622 occupied
households, 8,674 are owner occu-
pied and 1,948 are rental units. Of
Scotch Plains’ 8,349 occupied house-
holds, 6,548 are owner occupied and
1,801 are rental units while
Fanwood’s 2,574 occupied house-
holds include 2,369 owner occupied
and 205 rental units. Mountainside
has 2,434 occupied households, of
which 2,303 are owner occupied and
131 are rental units.

The household relationships cat-
egory showed that Westfield had
7,222 married couples and 995 resi-
dents over the age of 65. Scotch
Plains had 5,376 married couples
and 777 residents over 65. Fanwood
had 1,802 married couples and 257
residents over 65. Mountainside had
1,750 married couples and 289 resi-
dents over 65.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- The long awaited
downtown streetscape and parking lot
improvement projects are finally mov-
ing forward.

At a specially called 8 a.m. meeting
of the Town Council Tuesday morning,
the governing body introduced two or-
dinances in order to begin work on the
projects that have been in the planning
since 1999.

Funded through a Union County
“Project Downtown” grant of $450,000
awarded last year, which will cover the
bulk of the $588,000 cost, the capital
ordinance will include the following
projects:

•Bank Square, at the intersection of
East Broad and Elm Streets, featuring
brick-patterned crosswalks and gran-

ite  block paving at the center of the
intersection.

•Boulevard Gateway, consisting of
improvements to the intersection of
Boulevard at South Avenue, such as
brick-patterned  crosswalks, landscap-
ing, new sidewalks, lighting and
signage.

•Rialto Theatre Park, along the side
of the Rialto Theatre, featuring a small
brick plaza with benches, a bicycle
rack, an information kiosk, landscap-
ing, lighting and telephones.

•Theater Walk, along the easterly
side of the Rialto Theatre, next to the
Windmill Restaurant on East Broad
Street, from Parking Lot No. 5 to East
Broad Street. Included will be brick
pavers, new lighting and landscaping.

•Central Avenue Gateway, consist-
ing of enhancements along Central

Avenue between North and South Av-
enues, including new sidewalks, cross-
walks, lighting, signage and shade
trees and brick-patterned crosswalks.

Town Engineer Kenneth B. Marsh
said he anticipates that the streetscape
work will begin late September or early
October. He said Downtown
streetscape work will be completed
first.

Acting Town Administrator Jim
Gildea noted that the town will stagger
the projects to ensure as little disrup-
tion of traffic and the downtown busi-
ness community as possible.

The council also introduced a bond
ordinance to move ahead with enhance-
ments to parking lots 5, behind the Rialto
Theatre; and lot 2A, along the train
tracks behind the Townsend Building.

The parking lot improvements will
be paid through a previously received
$150,000 zero interest grant from the
New Jersey Department of Commu-
nity Affairs.

Mr. Marsh said the lot behind the
theater will be resurfaced with new
lighting added.

Lot 2A, which officials have noted is
in poor condition, will be reconstructed.
The work will not increase parking
capacity in the lot.

Work on the lots cannot begin until 20
days after the ordinance is adopted. The
council is expected to take that action at its
next meeting on Tuesday, September 4.

Mr. Gildea noted that Tuesday’s
meeting was scheduled in a effort to
“speed the process up a little.” Had the
Council met as per its regular schedule,
all of the work would have been shifted
to mid or late October.

He said the town has already com-
pleted the public bid process on the
streetscape and parking lot and will
award the contracts next month.


