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The Law Offices of
JON M. BRAMNICK
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JON M. BRAMNICK
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

STEPHANIE ANN MITTERHOFF
Former New Jersey Supreme Court Law Clerk

Civil Appeals and Appellate Brief Writing

JOHN C. RODRIGUEZ
Workers Compensation

GARY J. GRABAS
Formerly of Purcell, Ries, Shannon, Mulcahy, & O’Neill

Former Middlesex and Morris County Assistant Prosecutor

Authors of the Automobile Litigation, UM and
UIM Chapters of the ICLE Practical Skills Series

Civil Trial Preparation Textbook 2001 Edition

OWEN BRAND

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local (908) 789-2730
            Toll Free (888) 489-9680
                         Pager (908) 535-8244
                                      obrand@ivymortgage.com

Licenced Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing lender

ANNUAL STOREWIDE SUMMER SALE
SAVE 30-50%

SPECIAL SAVINGS ON STICKLEY, HENKEL-HARRIS, STATTON, E.J.VICTOR, DIMES, WIDDICOMB, KARGES.

SOUTHWOOD Upholstery Sale 
Save 40% Off manufacturer’s retail

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

HENKEL HARRIS  Dining Tables 
and Chairs SAVE 45%

STICKLEY Mission Sale Now

STICKLEY Upholstery Sale

D.R. DIMES Guilford Cupboard
SAVE 45% Off HENKEL HARRIS

J. WIDDICOMB
revolving book table

STATTON Bedroom 50% Off

Sale Hours: Monday thru Saturday 10-5:30; Thursday Eves ‘til 9; Sunday 1-5
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069  (908) 756-7623 • 33 Forest Avenue, Hawthorne, NJ 07069  (973) 427-1848

HANCOCK & MOORE 
Leather Recliner From $999.

STICKLEY Willamsburg Dining Room

Lifeguards Shouldn’t Have Been Made Scapeguards
For Exposing Short-Comings of Town Administrators

Last Thursday at approximately 3 p.m.,
the Westfield Memorial Pool was shut
down. The lifeguards got down from
their stands. How can this happen? “What
a bunch of brats” was a statement that
was uttered at the Pool - “let them go to
McDonald’s for minimum wage” - “all
they do is sit in an air conditioned room
with the window open - how stupid” was
another.

Here is the job description: first year
lifeguard Certifications in: Lifesaving/
First Aid-approximately 35 hours/ cost
$165 valid for three years.

CPR for the Professional Rescuer:
five hours at a cost of $35 good for two
years.

Pay approximately $6 per hour. Days
off probably Monday and Tuesday -
Hours: noon to 8:30 p.m. (time for lunch
- must remain on premises - without pay)
Lifeguard/Instructor - first year.

The above certifications and WSI
(Water Safety Instructor) Course- this
approximately 40-hour course must be
completed and passed before you can
teach swimming lessons. The cost for
this course is about $225. With this
certification, you receive a 75 cent per
hour increase in pay. Your hours are
Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
(However, you must arrive at work prior
to 9 a.m. to teach swimming lessons. You
are not compensated for any time prior
to 9 a.m.).

Most lifeguards work Adult/Teen
Night which ends at approximately 10:30
p.m. The lifeguards are told that they
will be paid double time - however, it is
the lowest hourly wage times two.
Westfield Memorial Pool lifeguards are
believed to be the lowest paid in the area.

As a lifeguard you will, of course, sit
in the sun - what else would a lifeguard
do? Though the staff requested them;
they were not available until that Thurs-
day evening. Bizarrely, the picnic um-
brellas that are now being used were in
storage at the pool all along?

Down time - you are given breaks or
down time during the course of the day.
This is contingent upon how many life-
guards are on duty that day and the
number of swimmers. At this time, you
can go to the guardroom where there is
no air conditioning or refrigeration. There
was also no water and no refrigeration.

For approximately two hours prior to
the closing, the lifeguards had been at-
tempting to contact the Recreation Di-
rector Bruce Kaufman who arrived at the
pool at 2:30, left at 2:45 p.m., never
speaking to any lifeguard. He was aware
of their intentions.

There were only 12 lifeguards on duty
- 17 would have been a much safer
number.

After the pool closing, there was a
meeting held with almost all the life-
guards and Recreation Commission
Chairman Keith Hertell, the Pool Man-
ager and the Recreation Director.

It has been told to this writer that Mr.
Hertell berated the lifeguards for their
actions calling them “3rd Graders”! If
these were his words, he should be em-
barrassed and owes an apology to those
in attendance.

My son was fired that day along with
another experienced lifeguard/instruc-
tor. They had not been invited to the
lifeguard meeting. They were told by the
Pool Manager the next day that their
services were no longer needed after the

“stunt that they pulled.” It seems to me
that every lifeguard on duty that day left
the stand. (My son was not on a stand at
the time.).

The Town Administrators should be
embarrassed. Their actions leading up to
the closing of the pool should be inves-
tigated.

All of this could have been avoided
had someone provided a cooler with ice
and water!

It is a shame that because the life-
guards exposed the Town Administra-
tors’ short-comings that they had to find
two scapegoats and that my son was one
of them.

If I have changed anyone’s mind about
lifeguards, please e-mail me at
mdriscol@home.com.

Margaret M. Driscoll
Westfield

Senate Should Defeat
Bush’s Plan to Drill
In Wildlife Refuge

Despite intense lobbying by the White
House and the oil industry, Congress-
man Michael Ferguson admirably voted
to protect the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge, one of America’s last great wil-
derness areas.

Unfortunately, despite Congressman
Ferguson’s sensible opposition, the so-
called “Energy Security Act” passed with
the support of House Republican leader-
ship who are blatantly in the grips of Big
Oil.

Supporters of opening the “Arctic
Refuge to oil development claim that it
is necessary to reduce American depen-
dence on foreign oil - a specious argu-
ment at best. The U.S. Geological Sur-
vey estimates that the oil likely to be
recovered from the Refuge amounts to
less than a six-month supply. What’s
more, this oil won’t even reach U.S.
markets for another 10 years.

Thank you Congressman Ferguson,
for representing the voice of your con-
stituents by voting against the provision
to drill in the Refuge. The Senate should
defeat this short-sighted provision when
it comes up for a vote after the August
recess.

Carol Kolton
Westfield

More Letters to the Editor

Reader Objects to Editorial Querying
Visibility of President George W. Bush

Fred Rossi’s column of August 9, “The
Presidency of Bush is Most Invisible
Since Coolidge,” is deep on opinion,
hyperbole and criticism and very shal-
low on reasoning, objectivity and the
facts. Mr. Rossi asks, “Where is the
Bush Administration? Where is the Presi-
dent for that matter?” I ask, “Where has
Mr. Rossi been?”

Although it lost a month due to the
delayed outcome of the Florida election,
the administration organized quickly,
established its priorities, set its agenda
and achieved in six months a series of
legislative victories that most political
pundits thought impossible due to the
lack of a true mandate from the voters.
The achievements of this administration
reflect Mr. Bush’s work habits. He is
organized, focused and punctual. By
comparison, it is well documented that
Mr. Clinton was notoriously tardy and so
undisciplined that he sowed chaos in the
ranks of his staff.

While comparing the visibility of
George W. and Bill Clinton, Mr. Rossi
failed to mention that Clinton did not
have many formal press conferences,
but he did earn considerable visibility
defending himself publicly against the
repeated scandals that swirled around
him. The following line by Mr. Rossi,
“…but where is Mr. Bush, besides ap-
pearing in staged events or heading off
to Camp David or his Texas ranch?”
undermines his objectivity and lays bare
a misplaced political bias. With that
cheap shot, can Mr. Rossi be credible in
evaluating the issue of Bush’s visibility
with this statement: “Can Mr. Bush take
the heat of questions whose answers
may require him to think past the genial
banalities of campaign slogans?” Did
Mr. Rossi see the three presidential
debates with Vice President Gore, who
had previously demolished Ross Perot
and Bill Bradley in debates? George W.
was supposed to have been overmatched.
Public opinion, however, gave the edge
to Bush. Where was Mr. Rossi? Was he
in a cave?

When Mr. Rossi acknowledges Mr.
Cheney’s role in promoting the
administration’s energy policy, he de-
parts from his theme of invisibility to
take issue with the policy itself. Mr.
Rossi claims that the administration re-
jects conservation. That is totally false.
The administration’s stated policy sup-

ports dozens of conservation measures.
Mr. Cheney explained that conservation
alone will not solve our growing energy
needs. Now energy sources are needed
for a growing nation and a growing
economy. Name one responsible public
official from either party who will stake
our energy future on conservation alone.

Mr. Rossi asserts that the Bush admin-
istration is invisible and bland, without
passion and enthusiasm. The energy of
this administration is primarily concen-
trated on action, not on public state-
ments. The early passage of the tax cut,
the signature issue of the campaign,
along with other legislative triumphs,
validates that this administration’s pri-
ority is on substance not on style and
spin. Finally, Mr. Bush’s reflective, thor-
oughly studied and insightful publicly
televised explanation of his position on
stem cell research leaves Mr. Rossi bark-
ing up the wrong tree, a hollow one at
that.

Joseph Nagy
Fanwood

Bret Schundler Speaks of His Plan
To Remove Parkway Tolls, Cut Taxes

By LAUREN PASS
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

FANWOOD — Republican
Gubenatorial candidate Bret
Schundler spoke on his promises to
remove tolls from the Garden State
Parkway and lower state property
taxes at a picnic sponsored by the
Fanwood Republican Party Sunday.

Mr. Schundler’s proposals focused
on tightening control over the way
money is spent throughout the state.

He said he would like to make
cities like Elizabeth and Plainfield
more attractive so that people and
businesses will move back in, put-
ting a stop to the suburban sprawl
that is currently occurring across New
Jersey.

The candidate focused on his pro-
posals for charter and private schools.

Mr. Schundler proposed that by
increasing the availability of schol-
arship money, empty seats in private
schools can be filled. He said build-
ing charter schools instead of new
public high schools will save tax-
payer money and solve the problem
of overcrowded classrooms.

“I can reduce overcrowding to-
morrow,” Mr. Schundler said, “by
just allowing kids, at minimal cost,
to fill empty seats that exist today.”

He said he would also like to see
more money being spent in the class-
room, smaller class sizes and higher
salaries for teachers. Mr. Schundler
also mentioned a need for parent
involvement in their children’s edu-
cation. He said he would like teach-
ers to be able to require parental
involvement in the classroom.

Mr. Schundler drew party lines,
commenting on his opponent, Demo-
cratic Woodbridge Mayor Jim
McGreevey.

“Jim McGreevey has had a pretty
good consistent record on taxes,
and that’s raising them, and he has
not been alone on that. He’s had
his fellow Democratic legislators
vote to raise them consistently.
It’s nice to know there are some
things in this world you can count
on: the fact that Democrats will
raise taxes.”

Mr. Schundler also commented that

while Jim McGreevey blames former
Governor Christine Todd Whitman
for New Jersey’s financial problems,
he supports the projects that were
bonded for.

“This is the opportunity to decide
what we want New Jersey to look
like,” Mr. Schundler said.

Union County Freeholder Candi-
date J. Ricky Badillo of Roselle Park
discussed the need to reach out to
minority groups. “The Democrats
made promises to these groups and
never came through. The current
Freeholders have their own agendas,
(they are) doing what the party wants,
not what the people want.”

Mr. Badillo went on to say, “If we
have millions (of dollars) at the
county level (we should) give it back
to the towns.”

Mr. Schundler was joined by
Fanwood Borough Council candi-
date Dave Trumpp. Also running
for Fanwood Borough Council is
Dr. Chester Lyndsey, a former
Councilman and Mayoral candi-
date, who was unable to attend the
picnic. Mr. Lyndsey is replacing
Ellen Cagnassola, who dropped
out of the race due to family obli-
gations.

Also in attendance were Union
County Freeholder candidates An-
drew MacDonald of Fanwood and
Robert Jeffrey Schundler of
Westfield; Patricia Walsh of Green
Brook and Gabe Spera of Scotch
Plains, who are running for District
22 Assembly; and Republican Can-
didate Bob Ferraro who is running
for the mayor’s seat in Plainfield.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING A POINT...Republican Gubernatorial candidate Bret Schundler
spoke in Fanwood at a GOP fundraiser picnic last Sunday.


