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Diction Deception

Answers to last week’s arcane
words.

1. Glossophorous – Provided with a
tongue

  2. Dapifer – The steward of a royal or
noble household

3. Podagric – Afflicted with gout
4. Saeculum – A long period of time

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

KELEP
1. A fungus affecting hoofed animals
2. A rude, disorderly person
3. A Central American stinging ant

that feeds on insects
4. A shallow cup or drinking vessel

ULIGNOSE
1. Tapering to a point
2. Muddy, slimy
3. Lacking a pleasing appearance
4. Nervous, fidgety

GYVE
1. To thrash or beat
2. A bold immoral woman
3. Soft sleet or hail
4. To shackle, to chain

ASITIA
1. Harsh in taste, acrid
2. Loss of appetite
3. Yellow fever
4. Extreme dislike, hatred

From the Westfield Mayor’s Desk

Westfield Mayor Charting
Course for the Future

Local Towns Should Follow Clark’s Lead
By Using Radio Station for Emergencies

Just recently, our neighbors in Clark announced
plans to establish a radio station that local residents
can tune into during emergencies such as snow-
storms, hurricanes or other similar events for up-to-
date information.

Cranford is the only other town in Union County
with such a set-up, and we think this is an idea that
other communities should consider. Our local towns
all have their own cable channels that are used to
broadcast pertinent information during severe weather
or other emergencies. But if a storm were to cause a
power outage, television wouldn’t be very useful and
we’d hate to see local police stations overrun with
calls from inquiring residents.

On the other hand, many households own radios
that can be powered by batteries, and then there’s

always the radio in the car.
Clark’s radio station, which will have enough

power to reach the town’s residents, will contain
prerecorded messages that can be updated as needed
during times of crisis or emergency. At other times,
the station, whose frequency will be at the far end of
the AM dial, will broadcast news about community
events. The estimated cost of the equipment and
installation of the radio station is said to be about
$15,000 — not a prohibitive sum of money.

All of our local cable TV stations do a great job in
keeping the public informed. Having local radio
stations based in each of our communities would
simply provide local authorities with an additional
way to keep the public informed — especially if the
lights go out.

By GREGORY S. MCDERMOTT

The First Annual Mayor’s Regatta
held in Mindowaskin Park on July 15 set
the appropriate tone for a summer that
has seen both great change and signifi-
cant progress, particularly on issues
important to Westfield residents.

The Regatta provided a festive re-
minder of the cooperative approach to
governing that has brought the mayors
of surrounding communities together
over the past six months to work on
issues of mutual concern.

From Garwood to Kenilworth, Union
County communities are impacted by
similar forces and dynamics from county
issues to state-driven requirements. As
mayors, we have been working together,
and will continue to do so in the months
ahead, on ways in which we can share
services, reduce costs and ensure county-
wide successes.

This summer has also seen changes in
key government personnel, including the
departure of Tom Shannon as town ad-
ministrator. With the consent of the coun-
cil last Tuesday this top municipal posi-
tion will be filled by lifelong Westfield
resident, Jim Gildea, who is certain to
bring to Town Hall the consistent level
of professionalism that we have come to
expect from our municipal employees.

I am confident that Jim, who served
most recently as the Assistant Adminis-
trator, will provide the kind of steady
leadership and vision that will ensure
our town government is effective, pro-
ductive and most of all, accountable to
its taxpayers.

When I was sworn in as Mayor, I
reassured Westfield that we would bor-
row best practices from the private sec-
tor. Jim is fully prepared to work with
me in implementing new ideas, includ-
ing the development of a long-range

town plan that would fulfill this com-
mitment.

Finally, interim steps are being taken
to address Westfield’s concerns over
parking capacity in the downtown while
the Citizens’ Advisory Committee on
Parking prepares to deliver its initial
report in early September.

The council has approved the hiring
of a part-time Parking Manager to im-
mediately begin the process of imple-
menting and overseeing the parking
improvement plans approved by the
Town Council this spring. Westfield
resident Walter Gardiner, brings over 40
years of traffic/ parking management
experience in both government and the
private sector. He will assume these
responsibilities the beginning of Sep-
tember on a part time bases.

The addition of a part-time parking
manager will enable the town to take
action on alleviating parking concerns,
while continuing in its search for an
individual who can serve as our parking
manager. Parking is but one of several
planning issues that the town faces as it
moves through the next decade. A pro-
fessional long-range planning analysis
has never been conducted in Westfield.

It is critical that we begin to under-
stand now how we, as a town, can ad-
dress the forces and trends that will
influence the way the town may look
and operate in the years ahead.

I am confident that with key munici-
pal employees on board and with sig-
nificant steps being taken to address
both county-wide and community-wide
concerns that Westfield will remain on a
steady course as we head into the fall.

*  *  *  *  *
Gregory S. McDermott was elected

Mayor of Westfield last year after serv-
ing years on the Town Council.

Letters to the Editor
People Protesting Presence of Downtown

Lingerie Store Should ‘Get Over It’
Having now heard and read so much

about the imminent decline of our moral
fiber and colonial character (not to men-
tion property values!), I felt I’d better do
a little research on the allegedly lewd
and lascivious purveyor of pornographic
pantaloons known as Victoria’s Secret.

As a responsible citizen and the father
of an impressionable 10-year-old daugh-
ter, I asked myself, “Who is this Victoria
and what does she have to be so secretive
about?” Here are the shocking facts I
discovered.

First, a little background. Victoria’s
Secret is the largest retailer of women’s
undergarments in the world, with over
850 stores nationwide and a couple hun-
dred more elsewhere around the globe. It
seems that many of their lurid little
shops are located in, dare I say it, malls!
And others are in such seedy locales as
Palm Beach, Fifth Avenue and Beverly
Hills! Who’d have thought that there
were so many lingerie fetishists out there?
I mean, I knew that their catalog had
pretty much replaced National Geo-
graphic as the preferred reading of ado-
lescent boys, but apparently somebody
actually buys this stuff as well! In fact,
they apparently buy about $8 billion
worth per year.

Having discovered these troubling
facts, I felt that a little field research was
in order. So I braced myself for the
shocking sights I might encounter and

headed off for the Short Hills Mall. But
no amount of moral fortification could
have prepared me for the horrors that
met my eyes. Slips, nightgowns, and
other unmentionables too awful to men-
tion! I thought we had rid our fair town
of such ghastly sights when the store
known as “Milady’s” closed a few years
back. At least they had chosen a properly
colonial name.

This experience has left me quite
shaken. I only hope that, in time, I can
heed the precocious words of my inno-
cent and darling daughter and “Get Over
It!”

Marty Silverman
Westfield

Pedestrians Should Be Reminded
Of Their Responsibility In Town

As a former resident of Westfield for
over 43 years (last month moving out of
town), I spent many days in downtown
Westfield running errands in prepara-
tion for my move. While I agree with the
pedestrians’ right-of-way, I was recently
unnerved at an incident I encountered
with a couple who attempted to cross
East Broad Street mid-block in the cen-
ter of town.

They threw up their arms in disgust
for the fact that no drivers were stopping
to allow them to cross. I stopped my car,
thus causing the driver behind me to
slam on his brakes.

When the couple proceeded in front of
my car, I lowered my window and men-
tioned that they might want to use the
crosswalk. I was told to “go to hell.”
This is just one example of what I have
often observed in town; people crossing

mid-block with the assumption and ex-
pectation that drivers will slam on their
brakes allowing them to cross. I, too,
have been guilty of crossing streets in
town mid-block, but I certainly don’t
expect traffic to come to a halt.

There is enough for drivers to contend
with in a busy town — trying to find
parking spaces, remembering where the
pedestrian crossings are marked, etc.

Recent articles have focused on driv-
ers and their responsibilities and pos-
sible ticketing. Perhaps some of the re-
sponsibility should be placed on the
pedestrian as well. I realize the recent
incidences of pedestrians being struck
occurred at crosswalks, but I fear further
accidents may occur if pedestrians aren’t
reminded of their responsibility.

Judy Buldo
Bayville

How Does Transfer Facility for NYC’s Trash
Enhance Quality of Life, Image of New Jersey?
Quality of life is not just a popular phrase uttered

by politicians, it is what we as Americans and New
Jerseyans want most for our tax dollars. Yet we see
our elected officials stumbling, saying they have no
other choice but to take action they know is not in the
best interest or health of their constituents.

First there was the Hovnanian application to build
a giant townhouse development on the base of a hill.
The Scotch Plains Planning Board said it had no
other choice, given legal action taken by the devel-
oper and a judge’s decision which was rendered as
part of that action. And why is a judge handcuffing a
local planning board, that is appointed by a Mayor
and council elected by the voters of Scotch Plains?

The board wanted to turn this application down on
a number of issues, the biggest being quality of life
for residents. Also, there will be more of an impact in
the next few years, when children from this develop-
ment start attending the local school district.

And, of course, there is Browning-Ferris Indus-
tries’ (B.F.I.) application to build an unprecedented
marine terminal in the Tremley Point section of
Linden to handle some 10,000 tons of New York City
trash a day. The trash is to be loaded into sealed steel
containers and transported by rail to South Carolina
and Georgia. The freeholders approved an amend-
ment to add the facility to the Union County Solid
Waste Management Plan during a hearing that ended
in the wee hours of Tuesday morning.

A federal judge’s ruling a few years back dictates
that one cannot disallow garbage from another state,
per the interstate commerce provision of the United
States Constitution. When Union County tried to
stop New York’s trash from entering Elizabeth by
truck, they were also told they could not stop the
trash. But somehow other cities, namely Carteret and
Bayonne, did not accept having a trash transfer
station in their communities.

While the mile-long trash train will not impact too
much on Union County residents, it will come within
50 feet of two high schools in Middlesex County, not

to mention a natural gas pipeline. It will also pass
through Westfield and near the Scotch Plains border
via the Lehigh Valley tracks.

While sending the trash out by rail is certainly the
preferred option over sending thousands of trucks
onto New Jersey’s highways, we would like to see
other options investigated, perhaps simply shipping
New York’s trash down the east coast. After all, this
is about quality of life, not money.

BFI is in this for money. Why does New York keep
dumping their problems on the Garden State? And,
more importantly, why can’t BFI’s “state-of-the-art”
transfer station be built on the New York City front,
in either Manhattan or Staten Island?

New Jersey has always been a state with an identity
crisis, given the fact it sits between the New York City
and Philadelphia markets. We do not need to be
identified as the “Garbage State.”

Also, where was BFI and the freight rail lines
during the garbage disposal crisis back in the 1980s
and early 1990s? Perhaps we wouldn’t have needed
incinerators in Essex, Bergen, Warren, etc.

And how come the cities of Linden and Rahway –
not to mention Union County — have made such an
effort to bring the garbage business here? A medical
waste facility was approved for Linden just a few
years ago and the county built its garbage incinerator
in Rahway. The incinerator was said to be mandated
by the state, although some counties balked and
avoided the millions of dollars of debt.

Union County leased its incinerator for 20 years to
Ogden Martin Systems in order to better manage its
debt. But that decision, the result of the deregulation
of the garbage industry by the courts, has left local
towns covered by The Westfield Leader and The Times
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood dumping their trash, through
private haulers, out of the area and likely out of state.

New Jersey politicians should fight to bring busi-
nesses to New Jersey that enhance the image of our
state and the quality of life of its citizens. We don’t
think a marine transfer station meets this objective.

Why Does Pool Allow Unsupervised
Group Swims for Kids Under 10?

Correction
A front page article in last week’s

edition of The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood incorrectly stated
that a presentation given to the
Fanwood Borough Council by rep-
resentatives of the Plainfield Area
Regional Sewerage Authority
(PARSA) took place at the council’s
regular meeting.

The presentation was actually
made at the governing body’s
agenda session on Wednesday,
August 1. We regret any confusion
this may have caused.

I would like to applaud the lifeguards
at the Memorial Pool who had the good
sense to walk off their jobs on August 9,
thereby closing the pool. The tempera-
ture reached 103 degrees and the
Westfield recreation department orga-
nized a playground swim inviting over
200 children (ages 6-11) to join in the
fun.

It seems that the teenagers that are
hired by the Recreation Commission
have more sense than those who head up
the organization. I called the director of
the Recreation Commission approxi-
mately one week prior to this event
informing him of the dangers of play-
ground swim sessions where little or no
supervision by the camp counselors is
provided.

He seemed disinterested in my opin-
ion and chose to dismiss my call as that
of a crank rather than thanking me for
pointing out a potentially life threaten-
ing situation. He did not seem to under-
stand that children should not be left to
spend the afternoon at a pool without
proper supervision. It is virtually impos-
sible for the two or three camp counse-
lors to supervise the children who arrive
at the pool and it is unfair for the Recre-
ation Department to ask them to do so.

Afternoon playground swims (open
to the entire community) are a grave
danger to the children of our community
and an unfair burden to place on camp
counselors and lifeguards alike.

The rules of the Memorial Pool state
that children must be over 10 before they
can be left unattended at the pool. Why
then do they offer several playground
swims each week to children in first
through fifth grades?

There are many other options that the
Recreation Commission can offer to the
children entrusted in their care. Sprin-
klers, Slip and Slide, and water balloons
are a few suggestions that allow children
to be cool and safe at the same time.

I have always thought Westfield to be
proactive rather than reactive, and it
pains me to think that we are waiting for
an accident to happen before we admit
that afternoon playground swims are a
mistake.

Virginia F. Lynn
Westfield

New York’s Trash Should Be Processed
In City, Transported By Rail In Jersey

Three days before the Union County
Freeholders were scheduled to approve
the Tremley Point Martine Transfer Sta-
tion, I received in the mail a flyer from
BFI telling us that the Tremley Point
project was all about a choice between
garbage in trains and garbage in trucks.

If that’s the choice, trains win —
without question. BFI is exactly right:
One train is better than 1,000 trucks.

But that’s a red herring.
The issue that faced our Freeholders

was not whether New York City’s trash
should be placed on trains or loaded on
trucks. The issue was whether those
trains should be loaded in New York —
or whether the garbage should be dumped

on Union County, New Jersey, and then
loaded into trains.

I think those trains should be loaded in
New York. It’s New York’s garbage, not
New Jersey’s. New York has the land to
build a transfer station to load those trains.

What does New Jersey get out of this
deal? For the 25 years I’ve been a resi-
dent of this great state, we’ve been the
subject of ridicule from TV personali-
ties and national advertisers for the stench
from refineries along the Parkway. Now,
we can also be derided as the place New
York dumps its garbage.

What does Union County get out of
this deal? While Hudson County has
been revitalizing its waterfront, we be-
come known as the place New York
dumps its garbage.

We’re told — by BFI and by Michael
LaPolla, the Union County Manager,
that we have no choice. We had to allow
New York to dump its garbage in Union
County, they say, because to block it
would unconstitutionally interfere with
interstate commerce. Really? If that’s
the case, local zoning laws are unconsti-
tutional, and there’s nothing to stop BFI
from building its next transfer station
next to your home.

That’s simply absurd. While New Jer-
sey can’t stop — and shouldn’t try to
stop — the shipment of garbage from
New York to Pennsylvania, Virginia or
anyplace else, I don’t believe there’s a
decision anywhere that says we have to
allow New York to process its garbage in
Union County.

BFI was right: garbage should be
shipped in trains, not trucks. Those train
cars should be loaded in New York, not
New Jersey.

Rather than voting to make Union
County the new garbage dump for New
York City, our Freeholders should have
asked our Congressional delegation to
get a bill passed requiring that whenever
garbage is shipped between states, it
must be shipped in sealed rail cars.

New Jersey — and especially Union
County — should not be the garbage
dump for New York City.

Joel Whitaker
Fanwood

Reader Thanks Leader
For Pedestrian Coverage

Thank you for your prominent cover-
age of the recent pedestrian/auto acci-
dents in Westfield.

As the primary source of local news,
The Leader is an important vehicle for
raising public awareness of the danger-
ous traffic conditions in Westfield.

Hopefully, greater awareness will lead
to more careful driving habits and fewer
accidents.

One of the reasons that Westfield is so
special is because we have such a nice,
walkable downtown. This is something
we should never take for granted.

Your coverage, along with the efforts
of the Town Council, The BRAKES
Group, and other concerned citizens will
help Westfield maintain that special
quality.

Keep up the good work.

Deirdre Gelinne
Westfield

Erratum
A press release issued by The

Woman’s Club of Fanwood re-
ported that scholarship recipi-
ent Tracy Sanguilano is the
daughter of Lisa Sanguiliano and
the late Paul Sanguiliano. How-
ever, Tracy is the daughter of
Lisa Sanguiliano and the late
Joseph Sanguiliano, Jr.

More Letters
on Page 5
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