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Demonstrators Implore Governor
To Protect Cubs From Euthanization

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Barbara Haley
from Green Township, a member of the
Bear Group, Ann Ingraham from Fredon
Township, Rose Rosenbaum from the
Coalition for Animals based in
Somerville and Janet Piszar, a member
of the New Jersey Animal Rights Alli-
ance of Englishtown converged on the
office steps of Acting Governor Donald
Difrancesco’s State Senate office in
Scotch Plains on August 12 for a com-
mon cause.

They had come together to implore
the Acting Governor to protect the black
bears of New Jersey.

Acting Governor Difrancesco was not
in his office at the time. His District
office was unable to respond by press
time. A spokesperson from the
Governor’s office told The Times that
the Acting Governor was aware that the
demonstration was taking place and
aware of their concerns and goals.

Approximately 15 people attended the
demonstration in front of the Governor’s
office to request that he protect the black
bear cubs that are being left orphaned
due to the euthanization of their mothers
by the New Jersey Division Fish and
Wildlife’s new get tough policy on deal-
ing with aggressive or bothersome black
bears.

According to Ms. Haley, since Fish
and Wildlife’s proposed bear hunting
season was banned by former Governor
Christine Todd Whitman last year at the
request of thousands of animal rights
activists, Fish and Wildlife’s has been
“fabricating” bear damage and aggres-
sion reports, in order to justify reinstat-
ing bear hunting.

Al Ivany, spokesman for Fish and
Wildlife told The Times that the Divi-
sion has no proposal on the table at this
time to reinstate the bear hunt.

According to Mr. Ivany, there are
approximately 1,400 black bears in New
Jersey now, which is significant enough
to justify reinstating bear hunting as a
matter of animal population control.
Furthermore, some of the bears have
demonstrated aggressive behavior, which
must be dealt with as a matter of public
safety.

Fish and Wildlife euthanized 14 black
bears in New Jersey for aggressive be-
havior this year.

“There is no scientific evidence that
there is an overpopulation problem or
that the bears pose a threat to people,”
said Ms. Haley.

“The black bears are not aggressive or
violent,” Ms. Ingraham added.

According to the demonstrators, these
killings have left at least a dozen cubs
orphaned in the North Jersey area, the
chief habitat of the black bears in New
Jersey.

“We can hear the cubs crying in the
woods at night,” said Ms. Ingraham,
who lives on the edge of a wooded area.

Fish and Wildlife claims that bears as
young as 6 months old can survive on
their own.

The animal supporters contend that
bears need to stay with their mothers
until they are 18 months old in order to
learn survival skills.

“A bear will bluff an attack, stamping
its feet and pretending to charge a person

when it is scared and cornered,” said
Lynda Smith, Director of the Bear Group,
an education group based in West
Milford. “They will also enter a home
when they smell food. We do not feel
these bears deserve to die for doing what
comes naturally to them,” Ms. Smith
said.

The Bear Group did not support the
demonstration because they did not agree
with the tactic of targeting Acting Gov-
ernor Difrancesco, said Ms. Smith.

“We agree with their goals, but not
their tactics,” she said. “They should be
targeting Fish and Wildlife; the Gover-
nor has been very supportive of our
efforts.”

Ms. Haley pointed out that they were
not “targeting” the Governor, but rather
imploring him to protect the cubs and
hold Fish and Wildlife responsible for
their actions.

Another concern voiced by the dem-
onstrators included finding bullets and
arrows from hunters that have hit their
homes and the proliferation of beer
bottles, indicating that there are un-so-
ber hunters using guns on their proper-
ties, Ms. Ingraham said.

“We feel much more threatened by
the inebriated hunters in our backyards,
than by the bears,” Ms. Ingraham said.

There are more hunting accidents each
year in New Jersey than bear attacks,
Ms. Smith said. There are several hunt-

ing fatalities each year in New Jersey,
while there have never been any human
fatalities due to bear attacks in New
Jersey.

“It is our job to manage the wildlife
populations in the State. Hunting is a
scientifically calculated way to insure
that certain populations stay balanced
and do not get out of control,” he said.
F&W requires hunters to go through an
intensive training program, including a
written exam and a field test before
issuing a hunting license, said Mr. Ivany.

“They are nothing more than a state
sanctioned hunting club,” said Ms.
Ingraham. “They put guns into the hands
of 10 year olds, which we do not feel is
a responsible thing to do.”

Mr. Ivany said, “We have a responsi-
bility to protect the public.

“It’s a choice between the bear’s right
to live or the person’s right to safety in
many cases,” he said.

The only thing that both Fish and
Wildlife and the animal right’s groups
agree on is that home owners in bear
country need to keep a tight lid on their
garbage cans and not to feed the bears.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOVERNOR, SAVE THE BEAR...Protesters to the Fish and Wildlife’s euthanization of bear cubs demonstrated in front
of Acting Governor Donald T. DiFrancesco’s legislative office in Scotch Plains on Sunday.

Mountainside Council Considers
Sidewalk Cafés on Mountain Ave.

By LAUREN PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Borough Council is
considering the possibility of allow-
ing borough restaurants to operate
sidewalk cafés.

Mayor Robert F. Viglianti was ap-
proached by the owners of J&M
Market and Daimatsu restaurant, both
on Mountain Avenue, to consider
allowing them to have sidewalk
tables.

The council looked at ordinances
from other towns, including
Westfield, Garwood, Springfield,
Roselle Park and Chatham, in order
to get an idea of how much pedes-
trian space they allow. Most of the
towns have mandated a six-foot pe-
destrian space, and one had a four-
foot requirement.

Although it was not known at the
time of the meeting how wide the

sidewalks are on Mountain Avenue,
it was approximated that the side-
walk in front of J&M is eight- to 10-
feet wide.

According to Mayor Viglianti, he
was originally approached by the
owner of J&M Market.

“He had requests (for sidewalk
tables) from his customers. Mer-
chants say they are hurting; mer-
chants say this will help them,” Mayor
Viglianti told the council.

Councilman Werner C. Schon ex-
pressed his concern over pedestrian
safety once the tables are in place.

Officials discussed the need to
move all newspaper stands and gar-
bage receptacles from in front of the
areas where cafés would be.

Any ordinance would only allow
those eateries which had been granted
permission to do so to put out tables.

The council tabled the discussion
pending the determination of side-

walk measurements. Department of
Public Works personnel will mea-
sure the sidewalks on both sides of
Mountain Avenue this week.

In other business, the Borough
Council received an unsigned letter
from a resident that neighbors were
filling in a low-lying property.
Mountainside residents are currently
allowed to fill in low areas of their
property up to a certain height with-
out a permit from the borough’s Plan-
ning Board.

Officials say there is an ordinance
that gives the Planning Board, the
Board of Health and the council the
authority to oversee new construc-
tion of retaining walls of a certain
height in regards to the change in
water runoff.

Councilman Schon and Council-
man Paul Mirabelli stated their con-
cern as to where the soil was coming
from, and the need for it to be tested
for contamination.

“What’s occurring is, people are
now building on lots that you couldn’t
sell to a mountain goat 20 years ago,”
Mayor Viglianti said.

Construction on these pieces of
property are changing the paths of
water runoff throughout the borough.

The council will send a letter of
priority to the Planning Board asking
that it review this matter and consult
with Borough Engineer Michael
Disko, Sr. to create an ordinance that
would allow the board to put restric-
tions on filling in low-lying land.

Pet Adoption Event Slated
For Saturday in Garwood

GARWOOD — People for Ani-
mals, a non-profit animal welfare
organization serving New Jersey, will
sponsor a pet adoption event on Sat-
urday, August 18, from 2 to 6 p.m.

Cats and kit-
tens will be
available for
adoption at the
P E T V A L U
store located at
300 South Av-
enue in
Garwood, in the
Kings Shopping
Mall.

Among the
many cats for
adoption will be
“Marmalade,” a
one-year-o ld
male orange
tabby. Marma-
lade is neutered,
current with dis-
temper and ra-
bies vaccina-
tions and tested
negative to FIV
and feline leu-
kemia. He is described as playful,
affectionate and good with other cats.

To adopt, or for information, please
call (908) 688-1073 and press 8 for
cat adoption or visit
www.pfa.petfinder.org.

Foster homes are needed for many
cats and dogs. People for Animals is
seeking temporary homes for at least
a two-week period of time for cats
and dogs. Food and veterinary care

are provided. The foster family is
asked to provide shelter and loving
care.

Interested individuals are asked to
call (908) 688-1073 and press 1 for
dog fostering or 8 for cat fostering.

Editor’s Note
Due to a last minute cancellation,

the Law Enforcement Series will be
postponed this week. We apologize
for any inconvenience this may cause.

Marmalade


