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Banking / Just like it’s supposed to be.®

1-800-522-4100 ~ www.valleynationalbank.com

[ [Introducing Valley’s

Kids First 
Savings
ClubSM

Bring your kids and their piggy banks into a Valley branch and watch their

faces light up as they pour their coins into our VCoinWorksSM machine. They’ll see

nickels and dimes add up to dollars, and then they can use the money to open

a new Kids First Savings Club account. They’ll earn an incredible 4.00%

Annual Percentage Yield. And we’ll match up to the first $10 they deposit!

Kids without coins are welcome, too. Valley understands the importance of

saving, and that’s why we make it fun for kids to start early. 

Stop into a Valley branch* today.

*VCoinWorks are available at most Valley branches.  Call 1-800-522-4100 for the branch location closest to you. Valley will match up to the first $10 on initial deposit only. The Kids
First Savings Club account is available to children and teenagers under age 18.  After the age of 21 the interest rate reverts to the regular Passbook rate.  Minimum balance required
is $1.00. Rate accurate as of 4/17/01 and is subject to change without prior notice. Early withdrawal penalty if account is closed prior to 14 months. Certain restrictions may apply. 
© 2001 Valley National Bank. Member FDIC. Member Federal Reserve System. 

THE WESTFIELD ‘BIG BLUE’ LEARNED HOW TO TURN EARLY DEFEAT INTO FUTURE VICTORY

Westfield Blue 10s Have Experience of Lifetime;
Capture Third in Cal Ripkin World Series

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Parents, grandparents, sisters,
brothers, friends and the Westfield
10-year-old Blue baseball players
themselves will forever remember
the wonderful experience they had at
the Cal Ripkin Babe Ruth World
Series in Vincennes, Ind. during the
week of August 3-10. In addition to
the memories, the Blue team returned
with beautiful action photos sup-
plied by The Vincennes Sun Com-
mercial – the daily newspaper – and
a huge, third-place trophy.

After winning the Mid-Atlantic
championship in Newark, Del. on
July 27, the Blue became one of 10
teams in the United States to vie for
the national title. By the time that it
was all over, the Westfield Blue had
amassed an amazing 17-3 record in
tournament play and a 27-6 overall
record.

Arrangements were made to get
more than 60 family members and
friends ready for the trip to
Vincennes. The amount of effort
needed was immense and Mary Ann
Kent, among other of the team moth-

ers, rose to the occasion to coordi-
nate all the necessary functions.

“It was quite an event,” said
Westfield Blue Manager Goeff Kent.
“Most of these kids have been play-
ing together for three years now. It
was kind of like having one big ex-
tended family.”

The town of Vincennes should be
congratulated for its hospitality and
royal treatment given to the young-
sters. Local families were assigned
to be ambassadors to acclimate the
guests.

“When we arrived, they had a pool
party where all the teams got to-
gether. We had three girls who were
known as princesses. They actually
cheered for us. And they also sup-
plied us with a batboy. On Friday,
they had a Breakfast of Champions
where baseball professional Billy
Ripkin was the key note speaker.
They were very friendly and hospi-
table. Obviously, they put in a tre-
mendous amount of hard work to
make this tournament a success,”
expressed Kent.

During the breakfast, each com-
petitor was called up on stage one-at-
a-time to introduce themselves.

The entire Westfield contingent
returned the favor by being exem-
plary guests. At the airports and the
around the pool area at the hotel, the
boys occupied their time playing a
card game known as MLB Show-
down. Specialized yoga training was
introduced to the team by Christine
Reiss, the mother of team member
Matt Rice.

“We used it before some of the
games as a means to relax ourselves
and to increase our flexibility and
mental concentration,” Kent pointed
out. “They enjoyed doing that.”

Westfield’s first game in the double
elimination tournament was against
a superb Newburgh, Ind. team and
butterflies seemed to rule as the Blue
experienced a 10-0 defeat. After a
defeat like that, most teams would
have thrown in the towel, but not
Westfield.

“It was first game World Series
jitters. There were probably 3,000
people for that opening game. They
have never played in front of so
many people before,” explained
Kent.

Resilience came back in a big way
as Westfield out-slugged a power-
hitting Oahu, Hawaii team, 13-11, in
the second game on August 6.
Westfield scored four runs in the

first on the strength of Michael Kent’s
two RBI line-drive. Seven more
Blue’s crossed in the second, high-
lighted by David Pusar’s two RBI
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KAUFFMAN ‘KLOUTS’ 3-RUN HR; MINEO 3 HITS, 3B

Checchio Chiropractic Curbs
Pep Again, 10-7, in Game 3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Top-seeded Checchio Chiroprac-
tic avoided being swept in the A
Division finals of the Scotch Plains
Men’s Softball League when it
outlasted Pep Again, 10-7, in game

three at Brookside Park in Scotch
Plains on August 8. The energetic
Pep boys had previously drained
Checchio’s, 11-10, and, 12-9, re-
spectively.

Checchio’s Neil Kauffman broke
the Pep boys’ back with three hits,

including a crunching three-run blast
over the right field fence. Tony Mineo
also shattered Pep with three hits,
including a triple, and two RBI.
Emidio Monaco contributed to the
20-hit battering with three singles
and a run scored.

However, what really drained Pep
was the Checchio defense men who
turned three double plays and added
two fine putouts. With just one out
and the bases loaded in the fifth,
Kauffman, playing third, knocked
down a line drive, tagged third and
tossed to first to extinguish a pos-
sible Pep rally. Shortstop Brian Day-
ton initiated a 6-4-3 double play in
the sixth to curb another Pep rally
then added the third double play in
the eighth by grabbing a grounder,
stepping on second for a force out
and throwing to first in time.

The Pep boys, however, were not
without energy as they pounded 18
hits and were led by Curt Gilmore
who hammered a two-run shot over
the right field fence and singled. Joe
Ward provided some spark with three
singles and two runs scored. Jim
Helwig tripled and singled and Pat
Peterpaul whacked an RBI triple.

Pep scored a run in the top of the
first when Ward singled and scored

PANCOAST GETS 6 RBI, 3B; KENNEDY, 4 RBI, TWO 2B

Montrose Avenue Eliminates
Poplar Place Men, 17-13

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Soon, there’s going to be a new
sheriff in town! Seven-time defend-
ing champions Russell Road met its
demise against Shady Lane in the
opening round of the Fanwood Old
Men’s Softball Association playoffs
which left the door wide open for a
new boss man.

Fourth-seeded Montrose Avenue
took the first step through that door
by outscoring fifth-seeded Poplar
Place, 17-13, at LaGrande Park in
Fanwood on August 9. Crashing
through the door were Gary Pancoast
and Dan Kennedy who combined for
10 RBI, and Jack Sullivan who
slapped four singles, all which re-
sulted in runs scored.

Pancoast zinged two RBI singles,
a three-run triple and an RBI sacri-

fice fly, and Kennedy drilled a pair of
two-run doubles to lead Montrose’s
20-hit assault. Rob Schouten added
two singles, a double and scored four
runs.

Qualifying for the playoffs for the
first time in three years, Poplar
wanted to prove its worth and did
with a 20-hit answer. Every player in
the lineup provided at least one hit
and were led by Tom Smith and Bill
Guarini who both had three singles
and two RBI, Mike Kelly with three
singles and two runs scored and Kevin
Newell with an RBI double, a single
and three runs scored.

As in all quality games, fine de-
fense came into play. Poplar third
baseman Dave Merkel initiated two
double plays. The first came in the
second inning when he dove to grab
a line drive, then crawled to tag third,

catching the runner off base. In the
fifth, he snagged another liner and
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Vintage Base Ball Catches On,
Atlantics Sink Resolutes, 38-37

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

You really get your money’s worth
when you watch a Vintage Base Ball
– 1873 rules – game featuring the
Elizabeth Resolutes and the Atlantic
Base Ball Club (ABBC) from
Smithtown, Long Island – that’s as-
suming you had to pay in the first
place. ABBC stunned the local Reso-
lutes, scoring two runs in the bottom
of the ninth, to seize a 38-37 victory
at Echo Lake Park in Mountainside
on August 12.

Curiosity lured two additional
newspapers to the event to see just
exactly what these “Oldtimers” re-
ally do. Old-fashioned uniforms, foul
balls not counting as strikes and
catching the ball barehanded were
some of the features offered.

In previous meetings, the Reso-
lutes have handled ABBC with rela-
tive ease but indications of a struggle
were quite evident when ABBC came
back from a 6-1, first inning deficit to
grab an 11-6 lead in the bottom of the
third. In the meantime, the powerful
bats of Anthony Ferrone of Clark,

Steve Hingel from Mountainside,
Andy Singer of Scotch Plains and
Paul Salomone of Westfield put the
Resolutes on the board with six runs

in the first.
The same foursome along with

Westfield’s Doug Bell, Plainfield’s
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SKIDDING OVER HOME PLATE...Resolute Mike Cummings has an expres-
sion of surprise as he skids safely over home plate in the first inning.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLIDING SAFELY INTO HOME...Pep’s Ed English slides safely into home in
the second inning as Checchio catcher Tom Pennimpede scoops the ball.

FIELDING A GROUND BALL...Westfield Blue infielder Michael Kent fields a
ground ball at the Cal Ripkin World Series held in Vincennes, Ind. on August 3-10.

Blue Pitcher Brendan Burgdorf

LEARN
LACROSSE

Tutoring in All
Aspects of the Game

• • • • • Individuals
• • • • • Groups

(908) 522-9475
Call Chris at

Grades 3 - 9
In-Town = $50 * Travel = $70

Applications are available at The Leader Store, Kehlers
Athletic Balance and the Westfield Recreation Office.
See www.westfieldnj.com/wbl for program details.
email: westfieldbaseball@hotmail.com

Please Submit Application and Payment By 8/25/01

WBL Message Center (908) 233-4767

Teams will be formed based on availability of leagues, coaches and fields.


