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Fanwood Planning Bd. OKs Tillotson Rd.
Home; Denies Internally-Lit Sign for Bank

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Concluding hearings on two ap-
plications July 25, the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board gave the green light to a
Westfield firm for construction of a
home on Tillotson Road, but denied
a bid by Commerce Bank for an
internally-lit sign at its pending
branch at North and Hetfield Av-
enues.

Board members gave a unanimous
thumbs up to D. Villane Construc-
tion, LLC to build a single-family
home at 226 Tillotson Road, after
granting the applicant minor subdi-
vision approval for the site in Febru-
ary. A section of the property is al-
ready occupied by a one-story frame
house.

Before the lot could be developed,
however, Villane Construction had
to have its site plan and storm water
management plan okayed by the
board.

The three-part hearing on the ap-
peal, which began in May, featured
testimony from expert witnesses on
behalf of the applicant, as well as
neighbors of the site who voiced
concerns that the new residence
would exacerbate flooding problems
in the low-lying area. Fanwood resi-
dents have been ineligible for flood
insurance since 1977.

In June, an engineer for the appli-
cant told how he designed a storm
water management system that would
prevent additional flooding as a re-
sult of the new development, while
also nominally helping nearby drain-
age.

The proposal initially called for
the installation of two, 24-inch-wide
pipes on the lot to be developed, to
hold water for gradual discharge into
the borough’s storm sewer system. A
third pipe was later added to the plan
at the board’s request.

Following up on previous discus-

sions of whether a basement in the
new home could be eliminated or
secured against flooding, the board
last week heard from the owner of
the current home on the property,
along with a neighbor and an archi-
tect who outlined flood-prevention
measures.

Reading a written statement pre-
pared by her husband and herself,
Evelyn Santosalvo, the owner of the
existing house on the property, urged
the board to allow a basement in the
new home. Villane Construction has
a contract to purchase the lot from
the Santosalvos.

She said she only had water in her
basement on two occasions — one of
which was during 1999’s Tropical
Storm Floyd — when her sump pump
failed. Mrs. Santosalvo stated that
water never came through the win-
dows or entered her garage.

The site earmarked for the new
home, she added, is located at a
higher elevation than the street. She
also testified that measures would be
taken to protect the new home against
flood problems and that a basement
was in line with modern home con-
struction and would enhance the
value of the property.

Andrew Lankler, who lived on
Tillotson Road for eight years before
recently moving to Westfield, said
he experienced three incidents of
flooding at his former address.

However, he attributed the prob-
lem not to topography but rather to
system backups which led to water
pouring out of two nearby storm
drains. Mr. Lankler said he relocated
to Westfield because his family
needed a larger house.

He noted that during Floyd, his

home stayed dry until the final 20
minutes of the storm, when water
crested above the foundation. Hav-
ing been through several floods, he
said he could not “in good con-
science” support the new develop-
ment if he felt it would exacerbate
existing problems in the neighbor-
hood.

Architect Roger Winkle, whose
firm is in Plainfield, explained that
the eight-foot-high foundation of the
new house would be reinforced with
bars that would make it “more than
structurally sound.” In addition, he
said the foundation would be water-
proofed and the basement equipped
with two sump pumps, as well as a
battery backup.

Before the 8-0 vote approving the
application, board members com-
mended Villane Construction’s ef-
forts in addressing concerns about
flooding, as well as the applicant’s
representatives for their presentation.

William E. Populus, Jr., a former
Fanwood councilman and the owner
of two real estate companies, called
the matter a “win-win situation,” in
that the applicant would see the
project come to fulfillment, while
the owner of the new home would be
safeguarded against flooding.

Board Chairman Gregory
Cummings said the applicant had
gone “above and beyond” what would
traditionally be required for such a
project. He also expressed apprecia-
tion to neighbors of the site who
testified earlier, saying they shed light
on the extent of flood problems in the
neighborhood.

Prior to the Villane Construction
appeal, board members wrapped up
their hearing on Commerce Bank’s

petition, which began at the board’s
June 27 regular meeting.

The bank had sought several vari-

Fanwood Residents to Pay Average
Of $3,773 to Support Local Schools

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

Editor’s Note: The following is the
second of a two-part series on prop-
erty taxes in Fanwood for 2001. This
week focuses on the local school tax.

*  *  *  *  *
Sixty-two percent of the property

taxes paid by Fanwood residents go
toward the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
(SP-F) Schools, which operate one
high school, two middle schools and
five elementary schools.

New Jersey is notorious for its
dependence on property taxes to fund
public education, which is why local
property taxes account for nearly 90
percent of the revenues required to
fund the school budget. Supplemen-
tary revenues are as follows: state
and federal aid, $4,853,046; miscel-
laneous, $225,000; and debt service,
$472,858. The district has no signifi-
cant surplus with which to fund ap-
propriations.

In 2001-2002, SP-F schools will
see just 7.74 percent, or $3,770,120,
of its total $50,287,302 budget funded
by state aid. That leaves $44,736,398
million to be picked up by property
taxpayers in the communities of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

The Fanwood portion of the school
tax is 21 percent compared to 79
percent for Scotch Plains. Therefore,
out of a total school tax levy of
$45,209,256 (including debt service
of $472,858), borough taxpayers

contribute $9,647,175.
Given that the average assessment

of a borough home is $83,000, the

individual tax rate is $4.43 per $100
of assessed value, up from $4.27 in

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fanwood Police Nab Suspect
In Several Area Burglaries
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Times

Borough police arrested an area
man last week on charges of burglary
and theft in connection with a break-
in which occurred at a home in the
400 block of LaGrande Avenue in
Fanwood.

David Rozar, 37, was taken into
custody on July 25 at 2:48 a.m. at an
office building on South Avenue in
Fanwood, upon execution of an ar-
rest warrant, according to Detective
Eugene Chin of the Fanwood Police
Department.

The two-story building houses of-
fices for several businesses, among
them a law office, computer consult-
ing companies and a newsletter, as
well as a video business reportedly
owned by a relative of the suspect.
Rozar was discovered by the arrest-
ing officers in a suite occupied by the
video business, Detective Chin ac-
knowledged.

In the LaGrande Avenue incident,
which occurred the day before
Rozar’s arrest, the homeowners found
a rear door to their home ajar and a
purse containing cash and credit cards
missing.

Upon investigation, police discov-
ered a latent fingerprint on the door
which they then compared with one
they had on file. The match was
confirmed through the Identification
Department of the Union County
Sheriff’s Office, Detective Chin said.

Authorities subsequently obtained
an arrest warrant signed by Fanwood
Municipal Court Judge Susan M.
MacMullan for Rozar, whose last
known address was on Wareham
Court in Scotch Plains. The arresting
officers were Sergeant Richard Trigo
and Corporal Stephen Sanislo of the
Fanwood Police Department.

Rozar, who was being held in the
Union County Jail in Elizabeth fol-
lowing his arrest, is also a suspect in

burglary and theft incidents in sev-
eral other towns, including Scotch
Plains and Westfield, authorities have
confirmed.

Westfield police have charged
Rozar with two counts each of bur-
glary, theft and criminal mischief in
connection with a car burglary which
occurred on June 26 on South Av-
enue, West, in Westfield.

In that case, Rozar is suspected of
having broken into the motor vehicle
and removing a woman’s purse con-
taining $500 in cash and personal
items before fleeing on South Av-
enue.

Captain Joseph M. Protasiewicz
of the Scotch Plains Police Depart-
ment told The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood on Tuesday that Rozar’s
possible connection to any incidents
in the township was “still under in-
vestigation” and that the suspect did
not currently face charges from au-
thorities there.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
BENDING OVER BACKWARDS…This turquoise and yellow plumed parrot
bent over backwards for entertainer Allan Zuckerman at the Village Green in
Scotch Plains last Thursday. Mr. Zuckerman’s bird tricks were part of the
township’s Village Green summer series.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

DREWS NEVER MISSED A DAY…James Drewes, center, a 2001 graduate of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS), capped his four-year high school
career by accepting a certificate of Perfect High School Attendance from his school’s
attendance officer Carl Sicola, left. Also offering congratulations is SPFHS Princi-
pal Dr. David Heisey, who recognized the high level of motivation needed to achieve
this feat. Jim, who balanced a long list of extracurricular activities, while maintain-
ing his unbroken attendance record, hopes to extend that record in the fall, when he
will begin the study of fire science technology at Middlesex County College.

Ingrid McKinley for The Times
SITE OF FUTURE BANK...Members of the Fanwood Planning Board completed their hearing on Commerce Bank’s
proposal for an internally-lit sign. The site for the bank is pictured above.

County Taxes Up $626,224 in Township, $112,998
In Fanwood as Levy Rises First Time Since 1995

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Editor’s Note: The following is the
second part of a three-part series on
property taxes in Scotch Plains this
year. This week’s story focuses on the
Union County portion of taxes for
Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

*  *  *  *  *
For the first time since 1995, Union

County’s tax levy has risen. The
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders approved a $315.2 million
county budget (versus $314.6 mil-
lion last year), to be funded, in part,
by the first county tax hike in six
years that will result in all but two of
the county’s 21 municipalities pay-
ing higher county taxes.

A handful of unusual expenses this
year were a factor in the tax increase,
including $12.5 million in lost rev-
enue from the pullout last year of
state prisoners housed in the Union
County Jail in Elizabeth; a $2.1 mil-
lion boost in health insurance costs

for county employees, and a $1 mil-
lion increase in costs to house county
residents in state mental hospitals.

Slightly more than half of this
year’s budget —nearly $160 million
— will be raised via property taxes.
The balance will come from $20.5
million taken from the county’s $27
million surplus; nearly $45 million
in state and federal assistance, and
close to $90 million in other county
revenue sources such as the County
Clerk’s office, the Surrogate’s office
and the Sheriff’s office.

Scotch Plains’ total county tax bill
of $9.44 million is $626,224 more
than last year. Homeowners will pay
an average of $1,187 in county taxes
this year on an average assessed home
of $117,000.

Fanwood’s county tax levy totals
$2.53 million, an increase of
$112,998 over last year. Homeowners
there will pay an average of $571 on
the average assessed home of about
$83,000.

The largest chunk of the Union
County budget is earmarked for sala-
ries and benefits for the county’s
approximately 2,700 employees.
Slightly more than 41 percent — or
$129.5 million — will pay county
employees’ salaries.

Another 26 percent of this year’s
budget — or about $83 million —
will go towards health and welfare
programs and services, which in-
cludes such things as meals-on-
wheels, paratransit services and the
like. Nearly $59 million, or about 18
percent of the budget, is directed to
general government activities.

About 8 percent — $17.6 million
— of the county budget will be di-
rected toward road and bridge main-
tenance throughout Union County.

It will cost the county nearly $25
million to administer various state
and federal programs. Other compo-
nents of the county budget include
education and recreation programs.

The county’s old jail was closed
this year due to what Freeholder
Chairman Alexander Mirabella said
was the state’s low reimbursement
rate to the county for the cost of
housing state prisoners.

In 1999, the cost per prisoner per
day was about $83, but the state’s
reimbursement amounted to just over
$58. The state pulled its prisoners
out of the county’s jails last year. A
state reimbursement of $8 million a
year was cut to $3.5 million last year
and nearly nothing this year — a cost

to the county of $12.5 million in lost
revenues.

As a result of the jail’s closing and
the laying off of 99 corrections offic-
ers, Mr. Mirabella estimated, in state-
ments earlier this year, a savings of
$4.8 million this year and $8.1 mil-
lion next year.

Two years ago, Jersey Gardens
Mall opened in Elizabeth. A bit fur-
ther south on Routes 1 & 9 in Linden,
a major development is in progress
near the Linden Airport. Stores, a
hotel and a movie theater at that site
will result in an estimated $6 million
in tax revenues for the county.

The county Freeholders are also
putting forth several new initiatives
in an effort to improve the quality of
life for residents. “Access 2001” is a
program in which the county will
connect its libraries to help them
share resources for children.

Web-based links will be devel-
oped between schools and libraries
and ways will be sought for libraries
to assist young students with home-
work and projects. The county will
also be expanding its Office of Veter-
ans Affairs to meet the need of the
veteran population.

A “one-stop shop,” with a toll-free
telephone number, will be created to
help veterans seeking information
about benefits, health care issues and
other matters.

The county is also continuing its
Freeholder Scholars program that
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Fanwood Planning Bd. OKs Tillotson Rd.
Home; Denies Internally-Lit Bank Sign

ances for a proposed, internally-illu-
minated, red “C” sign, including one
for internal illumination itself, which

is not presently permitted under
Fanwood’s ordinance.

Attorney Jeffrey B. Lehrer told the

Courtesy of Skip Williams
ACCIDENT SCENE…Emergency service personnel respond to a collision
which occurred last Thursday evening between a car and a police cruiser at
the intersection of Rahway Avenue and Shackamaxon Drive. The patrol
vehicle was traveling south on Rahway in response to a report of a disturbance
on New England Drive, while the other car, driven by Robin Smuckler of
Canton, Ohio, was going west on Shackamaxon. Neither the two drivers, nor
two youngsters in Ms. Smuckler’s car, sustained serious injuries.

Westfield Patrol Unit,
Vehicle Collide At

Rahway, Shackamaxon
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- An officer trav-
eling in his police cruiser and three
other people in a second car escaped
serious injury last Thursday after
the two vehicles collided at the in-
tersection of Rahway Avenue and
Shackamaxon Drive at 6:27 p.m.

Lieutenant John M. Parizeau of
the Westfield Police Department
said the vehicle driven by Patrol-
man Francisco Moya, 32, was one
of two units responding to a report
of a disturbance on New England
Drive.

The cruisers were going south on
Rahway Avenue, with Patrolman
Moya following behind the first
patrol car, the Lieutenant revealed.
He added that Patrolman Moya said
the overhead lights on his vehicle
were in operation at the time.

The other driver, Robin Smuckler,

45, of Canton, Ohio, was traveling
west on Shackamaxon in her 1999
Jeep. She said she stopped at the
stop sign, saw the first patrol ve-
hicle pass, then moved into the
intersection, where she collided
with the second police car, Lieu-
tenant Parizeau said.

Ms. Smuckler was issued a ticket
for failure to yield at a stop sign,
the lieutenant said. She and Officer
Moya, along with two teenage girls
who were passengers in her car,
were transported by Westfield Vol-
unteer Rescue Squad personnel to
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

All had complained of pain and
were released from the hospital
shortly afterwards. Lieutenant
Parizeau said the incident on New
England Drive, to which the offic-
ers had been responding at the time
the accident occurred, was subse-
quently resolved.

board his client had agreed to several
changes from its original proposal
for the wall sign at the new branch.

During the previous hearing, the
applicant had sought a six-foot-high
sign which bank representatives
maintained was vital for customer
identification of the establishment.

Mr. Lehrer said the applicant would
reduce the size of the proposed sign
to a 4-foot-high by 4.5-foot-wide
model; limit the hours of illumina-
tion to 11 p.m. and install thicker
Plexiglas that would reduce the level
of illumination from the sign.

He noted that other establishments
at the same intersection use inter-
nally-lit signs, including two gas sta-
tions, although he acknowledged
these businesses are actually located
across the border in Scotch Plains.

He also observed that the bank
building will be set further back than
the Today’s Delight doughnut shop
which previously occupied the site.

Despite the bank’s concessions, board
members did not feel an internally-lit
sign was necessary for customers to
recognize the bank or that the proposal
warranted a change from the borough’s
current stance on this type of signage.

In response to a question from Mr.
Populus, Mr. Cummings said a Sign
and Facade Committee appointed sev-
eral months ago by Fanwood’s gov-
erning body to develop recommenda-
tions for an updated sign ordinance
did not feel the policy on internal
illumination should be reversed.

The board ultimately voted 5-1 to
deny the bank’s request. Board member
Eric Hess, who earlier proposed that it
would benefit Fanwood for people to
see a prominent business such as Com-
merce Bank as they entered the bor-
ough, was the lone dissenter.

Even without internal illumina-
tion, the bank still needs a variance
for the “C” sign, according to Mr.
Cummings, since the proposed square
footage exceeds what is presently
permitted under the local ordinance.

Fourth Marking Period High, Regular Honor
Rolls Revealed by SPFHS Principal Dr. Heisey
SCOTCH PLAINS – Dr. David

Heisey, Principal of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, recently an-
nounced the names of students that
qualified for the High Honor Roll
and regular Honor Roll for the
fourth marking period of this aca-
demic year.

FRESHMAN CLASS
HIGH HONOR ROLL

Flora S. Alexander Peter S. Miller
Andre L. Baruch Scott J. Moynihan
Jessica A. Cavanagh Abraham S. Nam
Caryn E. Feder Jessica E. Neuringer
Dani B. Finkel Joshua S. Parker
Lauren L. Haertlein Varun Ponmudi
Cheryl L. Kaplun Allyson B. Salisbury
Jessica J. Kim Tracy L. Salmon
Mariela A. Lemus Tara M. Shashaty
Joseph I. Malchow Victoria S. Shelus
Jenna M. Marionni Caitlin A. Shevlin
Zachary J. McGuire Dana A. Skwirut
Andrea C. Meyer Eric Swenson
Amanda Miller Nancy H. Twu

Richard A. Zebleckas, Jr.

FRESHMAN CLASS
HONOR ROLL

Meral N. Akyuz Deryck H. Middleton
Ricardo A. Arocha Chelsea L. Mintz
Ryan P. Aspell Hyojin T. Park
Jason M. Auriema Nathan P. Parker
Kyle G. Baker Scott J. Pober
Nina G. Baker Matthew E. Powers
Kathryn E. Bantz Courtney J. Reddington
Sara A. Beckerman Matthew R. Rien
Kerolos Bernaba Rosanna S. Ryskasen
Kristen M. Bover Barie J. Salmon
Judith M. Brown Juliana K. Sams
Lauren D. Conway Jeanne M. Schneider
Ronald J. Ferrara Theodore F. Sensor
Amanda E. Frank Elaine G. Shea
Robert A. Fusco Steven E. Smith
Michael D. Gallo Stephen L. Tavares
Kristi A. Gayara Dustin M. Tenenbaum
Roseann S. Ghabour Michael A. Thompson
Hannah V. Greenspan Camille E. Tiangco
Michael P. Hessemer Jared R. Timmons
Daniel T. Kranz Courtney E. Veeck
Robert Kuchinski Jonathan R. Wagner
Morgan F. Larkin Daniel M. Wasserman
Andrew C. Loomis Ryan Weber
Laura Manziano Talia R. Weinberg
Robert C. Maroney Matthew J. Wellinger
Daniel E. Metzger Sara C. Woods

SOPHOMORE CLASS
HIGH HONOR ROLL

Joseph A. Bartolotta Deanna R. Mustachio
Kathryn A. Benski Sonali D. Phatak
Rhea Chakraborty Elizabeth A. Pilkington
Evan D. Chinoy Eric D. Pratt
Alicia D. Cristiani Steven Rodriquez

Jillian M. DeMair Daniel M. Rosenkrantz
Eve E. Donovan Alexandra H. Rosloff
Katie E. Downey Amy M. Ryan
Sofia Fayngold Edward J. Saridaki
Benjamin D. Flath Nicholas G. Sette
Stephanie A. Heath Patrick I. Shevlin
Danielle A. Hirschhorn Neal Shukla
Alex D. Hofer Delsa R. Slaugh
Nicole E. Impellizzeri Erica Speer
Laura A. Klastava Nisha S. Tamhankar
Alicia Lazur Sarah E. Van Wagner
Jeremy S. Lipstein Kevin J. Watson
Catherine A. Madurski Caroline L. Webb
Michelle E. Marr Laura M. Wittish
Lenore A. McMillion Harry Yang
Malina M. Milonnet Michael R. Zatorski

SOPHOMORE CLASS
HONOR ROLL

Kendra M. Andrews Jovonne H. Jones
Leslie G. Argueta Estella Kanevsky
Lauren M. Baines Holly L. Kramer
Lauren M. Bianco Monique A. Lemus
Jamie M. Buteas Melissa Mollen
Marc D. Calello Christine L. Morris
Pamela Cameron Megan A. O’Leary
David Chang Jennifer L. Ochsner
Thomas Cho Melissa Palomares
Colleen A. Coyle Giacomo Palumbo
Daniil L. Deych Robert L. Percoco
Cristina M. Fabiano Zennie A. Piedad
Gianna M. Ferrante John Piniat
Eric D. Fields Abby Price
Elizabeth A. Gassler Joshua G. Sanders
Sarah N. Ginsberg Philip V. Saraceno
Jamie M. Gold Jessica S. Seto
Ryan M. Hauptman Kristin A. Stiffler
Jason P. Hipp Sydney N. Thorne
Jennifer M. Howell Gershon E. Zebovitz

Kristin L. Zelesnik

JUNIOR CLASS
HIGH HONOR ROLL

Erin A. Baer Daniel S. Nelson
Patrick W. Carroll Kristy S. Novak
Lindsay M. Church Sharon R. Opila
Matthew DeNichilo Jennifer L. Ordelt
William C. Gonch Matthew T. Ortyl
Susannah L. Grossman Hana C. Pardon
Jennifer L. Harrison Bretton B. Pocorobba
Brian W. Kaplun Brian T. Raszka
Terrell H. Levine Timothy W. Ryan
Caitlin Mahony Christopher B. Woodward
Karen A. McCourt Yevgeniya Zhurbinskaya

JUNIOR CLASS
HONOR ROLL

Ayanna M. Abrams Michael A. Kaiser
Carolyn E. Barnett Jillian M. Koscielecki
David E. Baumwoll Jacquelin A. L’Heureux
Adam D. Bendik Richard L. LeMence
J. Raymond Bover Steven T. Lowen
Erin L. Breznitsky Khanh Nguyen
Regina M. Cappio Jennifer Nigro
Naor Chazan Michael T. O’Neil
Ryan Crawford Andrew L. Pavoni
Allison H. De Maio Daniel I. Perlee
Lauren R. De Martino Jonathan J. Quijano
Matthew J. Deegan Rennuel B. Razal
Sonia Dutta Kimberley T. Riley
Joshua B. Finkelstein Emily F. Rodino
Jaclyn M. Fiorino Matthew J. Ruggieri
Stephanie C. Fowler Brian S. Schiller
Lucas A. Francavilla Jason Subbie
Antony Y. Gabriel Catherine A. Trombley
Jessica Green Danielle R. Turner
Michael C. Heinrich Maria B. Vacas Siguenz
Michael J. Hughes Lauren M. Vasnelis
Alaina B. Ingram Robert O. Wallden, 3rd

Kimberly J. Weinberg

SENIOR CLASS
HIGH HONOR ROLL

Christina M. Albizati Donald S. Loberfeld
Sarah C. Anderson Catherine T. Mangan
Jennifer L. Bassman Sheila Y. Marikar
Kaliq Chang Heather L. Marks
Moira K. Debbie Shannon M. McEneely
Andrew R. Elko Matthew J. Metzger
Douglas W. Gillie Shivani M. Parmar
Elizabeth A. Grausso Anne C. Percoco
Bobby Z. Kabir Eric M. Pugia
Alison R. Kaiser Jeffrey S. Reichman
Erin F. Kelly Melissa Roth
Beata E. Korsiuk Jennifer E. Seto
Timothy J. Lee Lisa M. Wagner
Yunilay Lio Alison R. Wilks

Felicia M. Williams

SENIOR CLASS
HONOR ROLL

Virginia Barattucci Scott Leichner
Brittany A. Bellizeare Melissa A. Lemus
Dana L. Berkowitz Zwade J. Marshall
Jennifer S. Bezrutczyk Kristen P. Mendes
Anthony L. Blasi Nia J. Mendez
Brett S. Bushinger Megan M. Miller

Robert J. Cardinale Katherine M. O’Connor
Tyeasha L. Carey Christopher T. O’Leary
Katherine L. Church Cori L. Ochoa
Clarence R. De Guzman Amy Ondeyka
Kathleen D. De Luca Dip J. Patel
Rachel M. De Vico Adam J. Powers
Michael S. Dixon Ruth E. Rohrer

2000-2001. On an annualized basis,
therefore, the school portion of an av-
erage tax bill would be $3,773, an
increase of $108 over last year’s bud-
get.

According to the 2001-2002 school
budget approved by voters last April, it
costs $9,220 to educate an individual
pupil in the SP-F school system. That
number factors in salaries and benefits
for district employees, supplies and
textbooks, various services, plant op-
eration and maintenance, food services,
extracurricular activities and equip-
ment.

Salaries and benefits combine for 77
percent of the total budget with salaries
at $32,409,062, and benefits at
$6,051,147. Other categories include
tuition for out-of-district placement of
students, $3,030,110; transportation,
$1,680,268; operation of maintenance
and plant services, $1,849,739; other
expenses such as capital outlay projects,
supplies, textbooks, classroom-related
expenditures, $3,724,315; state and
federal programs, $1,069,803; and debt
service, $472,858.

Despite a 5.47 percent increase over
the 2000-2001 budget, there are not a lot
of bells and whistles included in the
2001-2002 spending plan.

Administrators and board members
were sensitive to the additional tax
burden residents assumed when they

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

overwhelmingly approved the $35.7
million bond referendum in December
2000 to fund renovation and construc-
tion projects over the next several years
at the district’s eight schools.

Board of Education member and past
president Theresa Larkin summed up
the relief the board and administration
felt the night of April 17 when the
budget passed: “We’re very apprecia-
tive. It was a hard vote coming on the
heels of the bond referendum. We had
no alternatives and tried to be as con-
servative as we could be.”

Beyond the basic funding required
to fulfill the district’s contractual obli-
gations and date-to-day operating ex-
penses, however, there were some pro-
gram enhancements included in the
budget: $60,000 for the repair and re-
placement of musical instruments for
students in kindergarten through grade
12; and new software and hardware in
the technology area in the amount of
$115,000.

There were minimal staffing in-
creases, such as a half-time kindergar-
ten position at Brunner Elementary; a
half-time nurse at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School; one additional
Reading Recovery teacher; and an ad-
ditional World Language teacher as the
district expands its elementary world
language program by teaching Spanish
to third grade students.

Fanwood Residents to Pay Average
Of $3,773 to Support Local Schools

Case Western Univ.
Reports Graduates
SCOTCH PLAINS – Case

Western Reserve University in
Cleveland, Ohio awarded degrees
to Scotch Plains students on May
20.

Kenneth M. Ashe earned his
Bachelor of Science Degree in
Accounting.

Andrea P. Pons received both
a Bachelor of Arts Degree in
Economics, Cum Laude, and a
Bachelor of Science Degree in
Engineering, Chemical Engi-
neering, Cum Laude.

Joven N. Freeman Portia L. Schlegel
Marianna G. Good Jonathan A. Smith
Jessica L. Hensal Howard G. Smith, 3rd
Stephen M. Hetzel Jennifer R. Stearns
Regina R. Hicks Justin T. Viglianti
Jessica A. Kenderdine Katherine E. Walker
Christin Kurz Ilana Weinberg

Springfield Woman
 Is Struck by Vehicle

In Westfield Crosswalk

Stephen Chiger for The Westfield Leader
TENSE MOMENTS…Local police and members of the Westfield Volunteer
Rescue Squad respond to an accident which occurred Tuesday afternoon at
the intersection of East Broad and Elm Streets. Mary Jane Franks of
Westfield was attempting to make a left-hand turn from Elm onto East Broad
when her 2000 Ford Windstar struck Calliope Skambas of Springfield, who
was attempting to cross East Broad in the crosswalk. The victim was taken
to Overlook Hospital in Summit, where she was treated and released, police
said.

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- In the second
such accident to occur in Westfield
in less than two weeks, a pedestrian
was struck by a motor vehicle Tues-
day while attempting to cross from
one side of a street to the other in the
downtown.

Calliope Skambas of Springfield,
who police said is believed to be in
her early 80s, was crossing from the
south to the north side of East Broad
Street when the 1:59 p.m. accident
occurred, Westfield Police Lieuten-
ant John M. Parizeau revealed.

Lieutenant Parizeau stated that
the victim was in the crosswalk,
located near the intersection of East
Broad and Elm Streets, when she
was struck by a 2000 Ford Windstar
driven by Mary Jane Franks, 40, of
Westfield.

According to Lieutenant
Parizeau, the driver, who was trav-
eling south on Elm Street, said she
did not see the other woman in the
crosswalk as she attempted to make
a left-hand turn onto East Broad
Street.

While the driver was issued a
ticket for failure to yield to a pedes-
trian in a crosswalk, Lieutenant
Parizeau confirmed there was no

evidence that excessive speed was
involved in the accident.

The victim was transported by
Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad
personnel to Overlook Hospital in
Summit, where she was treated and
released, the lieutenant told The
Westfield Leader on Wednesday
morning.

On July 19, another pedestrian
suffered moderate injuries in a simi-
lar incident just one block away.
Brent Barnes, a 48-year-old
Mountainside resident, was struck
by a motor vehicle while in a
Quimby Street crosswalk near the
intersection with Elm Street.

The driver in that case, Kathleen
Szymona, 21, of Cranford, was at-
tempting to make a right-hand  turn
from Elm onto Quimby when the
accident happened. She told police
she saw Mr. Barnes in the cross-
walk and attempted to stop in time,
but was unsuccessful. She was not
issued a citation.

Following that accident, Lieu-
tenant Parizeau said that since the
beginning of this year, 17 accidents
have been reported in Westfield
involving motor vehicles and ei-
ther a pedestrian or a bicyclist.
There were no fatalities as a result
of any of these incidents.

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, JULY 24
•A man reportedly ran out of a

Park Avenue pharmacy with four
boxes of cigars.

•An Autumn Drive resident re-
ported the theft of a bicycle from an
open garage sometime in the evening.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 25
•Two windows were reportedly

smashed on a trailer parked on a
construction site on Jerusalem Road
sometime over the past two days.

•Police responded to a burglar
alarm at a home on Rahway Road at
12:25 p.m. and found a rear sliding
glass door smashed out and the sec-
ond-floor bedrooms ransacked.

Police could not be determined if
anything was taken.

THURSDAY, JULY 26
•Tony Jordan, 24, of Newark was

arrested and charged with posses-
sion of a stolen license plate follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on Route
22. The license plate was reported
stolen in Hillside during August of
1999. Jordan was released on a sum-
mons.

• Nathan Peterson, 42, of
Plainfield was arrested for shoplift-
ing two bottles of liquor from Park
Avenue and East Second Street li-
quor stores.

Police said Peterson was observed
taking the bottle from Park Avenue
store and was followed by an em-
ployee to the East Second Street
store where he was observed taking
another bottle.

Peterson was released on a sum-
mons.

•Someone attempted to shoplift
merchandise from a Park Avenue
pharmacy. Police said $86 worth of
merchandise was recovered. The
suspect fled the store without being
identified.

•A patron at a Park Avenue phar-
macy was detained for allegedly
shoplifting $1 worth of merchan-
dise. Complaints are pending.

FRIDAY, JULY 27
•A Marion Lane resident reported

that a check was forged against their
bank account in the amount of $800

sometime in the last several weeks.
•A 40-year-old man, indicating that

he was homeless, reported to police
that he was assaulted by an unknown
individual on Mountain Avenue at
approximately 9:30 p.m., causing a
minor facial injury. The victim was
treated at Muhlenberg Medical Cen-
ter in Plainfield and released.

•A window to a Route 22 business
was reported broken overnight. No
entry was gained.

SATURDAY, JULY 28
•The theft of a lawn ornament was

reported from an East Second Street
address.

SUNDAY, JULY 29
•The theft of jewelry and personal

effects was reported from a Front
Street residence over the course of
last month. Police said no forced
entry was made to the house.

•A Bartle Avenue resident re-
ported that the window to his ve-
hicle was broken although entry was
not gained.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

County Taxes
helps families pay the cost of higher
education, as well as its HEART
grants program, which supports the
arts in Union County.

Recently, as part of its effort to
retain open space, Union County
reached a tentative agreement to
buy the largest piece of open space
in the county.

For $9 million, a 63.5-acre par-
cel of land in Summit, near the
Watchung Reservation, will be pur-
chased from New Jersey-Ameri-
can Water Company and preserved
as park land. Of the $9 million
price tag, $7.5 million will come
from the county’s open space trust
fund that was approved by voters
last November and $1.5 million
will come from the state’s Green
Acres program.


