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• Life Insurance
• Disability Insurance
• Long Term Care
• Employee Benefits

      908.233.0920

Art
Ammermuller
“Helping People”

The Westfield “Y”  

The Westfield “Y”, 220 Clark St., Westfield, NJ 

For information call 233-2700   
A Member Agency of the Westfield United Fund 

 
 
  

Registration For Fall Classes Begins  
August 18 @ 7:30 am for current members 

& 
August 22 @ 9:00 am for new members! 

New classes include: Yoga for Kids,  
You & Me Yoga, Lunchtime Yoga, Belly 

Dancing for Teens, Cheerleading for Kids,  
Build Better Bones for Adults, Tai Chi, 

Pilates, Diving, Drama for Teens AND MUCH 
MORE!  

 
 
 

Washington D. C.  &  Williamsburg, Va. 
Trip 

October 1-4 
Enjoy Dinner at the Pier Restaurant in 

Washington, D.C.,  A Tour & High Tea at The Hillwood 
Museum & Gardens in Washington, D.C., A Guided Tour 

of Colonial Williamsburg and A Show At The Music 
Theatre in Williamsburg. 

Register at The Westfield "Y" 220 Clark Street 
$100 deposit required to hold your space. 

For more information please call Barbara Karp at 
(908) 233-2700 ext. 335. 

 
 
 

Freeholder Board Moving Ahead to Amend
Union County Plan for Barge-to-Rail Facility

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — In front of less
than a dozen opponents, the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers acted last Thursday night to in-
clude a $50 million proposed barge-
to-rail marine trash terminal in Lin-
den within the county’s Solid Waste
Management Plan.

The board’s action follows ques-
tions which were raised by New Jer-
sey Department of Environmental
Protection Commissioner Robert C.
Shinn after the initial board action
last November to include the BFI
facility, to be located in Linden’s
Tremley Point section, in the county
plan.

The facility will handle 10,000
tons of New York City-generated trash
daily, coming in by barge via the
Arthur Kill waterway. The trash will
be loaded into steel self-enclosed
containers and sent by rail to land-
fills owned by Allied Waste in Geor-
gia and South Carolina.

The Freeholder board will hold a
special public hearing on the project
in Linden City Hall, 301 North Wood
Avenue, on Monday, August 13, start-
ing at 7 p.m. County Manager
Michael J. Lapolla said he expects
the board to take action following
the hearing.

At last November’s public hear-
ing, residents and elected officials,
mostly from Middlesex County, came
out in opposition to the so-called
trash train. They cited the closeness
of the train route to homes and
schools, as well as to a natural gas
pipeline.

The Freeholder Board unani-
mously approved the Tremley Point
facility. The Borough of Metuchen
filed suit against the county, con-
tending that the freeholders did not
consider the detrimental effects that
this plan would have on the quality
of life of Metuchen residents who
live near the train.

As part of hosting the facility, the
City of Linden would receive $1 per
ton of trash coming into the city,
accounting for between $3 and $5

million per year. The Linden site is
owned by Domenick Pucillo, a former
garbage industry executive and son-
in-law of Linden Mayor John
Gregorio.

Upon review, Commissioner Shinn
said the proposed marine transfer
station “is unprecedented in the state
both in terms of scope and opera-
tions.” He called the facility a “mas-
sive daily processing of solid waste”
operation.

The DEP Commissioner also
warned of the likelihood of the facil-
ity processing 15,000 tons of waste a
day to make up for lost time when
weather or other factors force barges
to stay in New York. BFI officials
contended that they have said they
are seeking a permit for 10,000 tons,
not 15,000.

Mr. Shinn said the facility will far
exceed the largest operational trash
facility in New Jersey, which the
DEP estimates has a maximum daily
capacity of 3,000 tons per day.

The Tremley Point transfer station
will handle 175,000 tons per month
and 1.8 million tons per year of New
York City garbage. The Linden barge-
to-rail transfer station would be the
first of its kind in the state.

At last Thursday’s meeting in
Elizabeth, Beatrice Bernzott of Lin-
den said the question should not be
whether the state wants to receive the
trash by truck or train but rather, “do
you want New York City garbage in
New Jersey? Do you want it dumped
here on our shores?”

“My answer is we don’t want ei-
ther and my answer is we don’t have
to take either,” she said.

She said residents in Linden,
Woodbridge, Metuchen and
Somerset should have a right to peace
and quiet. Ms. Bernzott said the ini-
tial BFI application approved by the
Freeholders was flawed.

“You had your marching orders.
No more trucks in Elizabeth. More
revenue for Linden. You ignored your
constituents. You ignored your neigh-
bors in Middlesex and Somerset,”
she told the board. “Collectively I
am ashamed of you.”

In response, Freeholder Daniel P.
Sullivan, noting the objections of
Middlesex County residents during
last November’s public hearing on
the project, stated that Union
County’s disposal in the 1980s went
from $25 per ton to $130 per ton
when Middlesex County closed its
landfill to all but Middlesex users.

“Middlesex County did nothing
whatsoever to make it easy for us or
anybody else in the State of New
Jersey. They were more than happy
to shut everyone else out,” Free-
holder Sullivan remarked.

In addition, he noted that half of
the Union County municipalities
currently have contracts to use the
county’s incinerator in Rahway.

He said the trash from the other
towns, such as Westfield, Scotch
Plains and Fanwood, which do not
use the incinerator, is dumped out of
state in Pennsylvania and Ohio.

Dr. Daniel Nazza of Elizabeth
spoke in support of Jerseyans United
to Stop Trash. “Why at all are we
taking this trash into New Jersey?
It’s New York’s problem.”

He suggested that New York could
send the trash by train to upstate New
York or Ohio or by cargo ships to the
south, avoiding the Garden State al-
together.”

“This whole thing makes no sense.
But maybe it makes dollars and cents
for special interests,” Dr. Nazza told
the board.

Mr. Lapolla said the county tried to
fight the channeling of New York’s
garbage into New Jersey, but a judge
ruled the county had to allow the trash,
coming to Elizabeth-based transfer sta-
tions via truck, to enter the state per the

interstate commerce clause of the
United States Constitution.

The ruling was per litigation
brought by the City of Elizabeth,
Union County and the Union County
Utilities Authority.

“We filed the suit, we did our
best,” Mr. Lapolla stated. “You can-
not ban garbage just because it is
from another state.”

Contrary to that view, Ms. Bernzott
noted that the cities of Bayonne,
Newark, Jersey City and Carteret
“all turned down a similar plan.”

Union County Republican Com-
mittee Liaison to the County, Wally
K. Shackell, said despite “serious
environmental concerns” expressed
by the DEP, the Freeholder Board “is
still going to go through with it.”

“They are truly ignoring the will
of the people,” he told The Westfield
Leader and The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood.

BILL CALLS FOR HIKE IN POLL WORKERS’ SALARY

Kean Bill to Open Polls at 6 a.m.
Sits on Acting Governor’s Desk

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

TRENTON — A piece of legisla-
tion that sits on the Acting Governor’s
desk would open New Jersey’s polls
an hour earlier for primary and gen-
eral elections.

The legislation, sponsored by As-
semblymen Tom Kean, Jr. of

Westfield (R-22nd, Union) and Albio
Sires (D-33rd, Hudson)  calls for
polling venues to open at 6 a.m. and
remain open through 8 p.m. Polls
currently open at 7 a.m. in New
Jersey.

The legislation would put New
Jersey closer in line with New York
State, where polls are open from 6
a.m. to 9 p.m.

Mr. Kean said he became aware of
commuters’ problems with the cur-
rent hours when he visited train sta-
tions during his Congressional Pri-
mary campaign last year. He said the
goal of the bill is to enhance voter
participation.

The legislation, A-3714, and its
companion bill in the State Senate,
S-1743, passed overwhelmingly —
76-0 in both houses — on June 28.  S-
1743 is sponsored by State Senators
Bernard F. Kenny, Jr. (D-33rd,
Hudson) and Anthony R. Bucco (R-
25th, Morris).

“Opening the polling places one
hour earlier would enable voters who
work long hours far from home to
exercise their right to vote in the
early morning before work,” reads
an explanation statement at the end
of the legislation.

The legislation has been opposed
by both the New Jersey League of
Municipalities and the New Jersey
Municipal Clerks Association.

“The League applauds any effort
to improve and promote the exercise
of the franchise but disagrees with
state-mandated directives contained
in this measure,” stated League of
Municipalities Executive Director
William G. Dressel, Jr. in a letter to
Mayors dated July 23.

The League said under the legisla-
tion poll workers would have to re-
port to work at 4:45 a.m. for the 7
a.m. opening of polls.

“It is already difficult to obtain

poll workers,” said Mr. Dressel. “Ex-
tending the time would aggravate
the current situation and further ex-
acerbate local efforts to recruit poll
workers.”

Sharon Brienza, President of the
New Jersey Municipal Clerks Asso-
ciation, called the early opening “an
undue hardship on many of our older
poll workers” and indicated that the
bill would further impact on the abil-
ity to recruit poll workers.

The bill was amended in the Sen-
ate to increase the maximum com-
pensation for poll workers from
$150 to $200. The minimum pay
would remain at $75. Under the
legislation, counties who pay the
full $200 would be compensated
for $125 of that amount. Currently
counties pay the entire salaries of
poll workers.

“So this creates an incentive for
the counties to pay $200 for the poll
workers,” the legislator explained.
Union County, which pays $100,
would actually see a $25 per worker
decrease in the money they would
pay if the county increased compen-
sation to $200.

To accomplish that, the proposed
law incorporates an appropriation of
$3 million in addition to further
money certified as necessary by the
Director of Budget and Accounting
to cover reimbursement payments to
counties.

Mr. Kean is also set to unveil leg-
islation in the fall to lower the age of
eligibility for poll workers from 18
to 16, also in an effort to recruit more
employees. He said that the bill,
currently being crafted by the Office
of Legislative services, would in-
clude a restriction limiting the num-
ber of persons under age 18 at any
one polling place.

AND THE WINNER IS...At last week’s Westfield Antique Car Show, sponsored
by the Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce, car show judge Neil Edelsack,
left, awards Dan Danielson as the Best in Show for his 1936 Packard 120. Mark
Mecca won a trophy for the Peoples Choice award for his 1956 Mack Fire Truck
and Eric Diddell was awarded the Sponsor’s Choice Award for his 1956 TR3
convertible.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING AN EARFUL...Russell Schundler, brother of Republican Guberna-
torial Candidate Bret Schundler, meets with Thor Solberg, one of the owners of
the Readington-based Solberg Airport. Mr. Solberg spoke about efforts to stop
the proposed condemnation of the property.

Rubenstein Graduates
Dartmouth With Honors

WESTFIELD – Dartmouth Col-
lege in Hanover, N.H. recently re-
ported that Westfield native Sarah R.
Rubenstein graduated Magna Cum
Laude, with a Bachelor of Arts De-
gree in History during the June 10
Commencement Exercises.

The daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Melvin
Rubenstein of Westfield, Sarah is a
graduate of Westfield High School.

Dora Sugar Awarded
Bachelor of Arts Degree

WESTFIELD – Dora J. Sugar,
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Istvan
Sugar of Westfield, graduated Ma-
gna Cum Laude from Dartmouth
College in Hanover, N.H. during
the college’s June 10 Commence-
ment Exercises.

Dora received a Bachelor of Arts
Degree in Environmental and Evo-
lutionary Biology. She is a gradu-
ate of Westfield High School.

Kristopher Lecomte
Inducted Into Society
Of Collegiate Scholars

BERKELEY HEIGHTS –
Kristopher Lecomte of Berkeley
Heights has accepted member-
ship in The National Society of
Collegiate Scholars and will be
honored during a campus cer-
emony this fall at The University
of Maryland.


