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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

“Our huge selection includes traditional
concrete and terra cotta planters - some
styles quite unique. We also offer a wide
selection of the new lightweight design

planters. Be reminded to use lightweight
potting soils in the containers, not a

heavyweight top soil.”

“We have a gorgeous array of
colorful plants for containers and

window boxes. Get a jump on
mother nature and plant now.

Remember if there’s a frost
warning, simply bring them in

overnight. Need help with planter
design?

Just ask us!”

ASK DAVE ABOUT
CONTAINER PLANTING

Wow! You’ll Always Find What You Want At...

BLOOMING PLNG PLANTSBLOOMING PLNG PLANTS

FREE GarFREE Gardening Adening Advice... Jusice... Just Ask Out Ask Our Expr Experts!FREE Gardening Advice... Just Ask Our Experts!

1325 Terrill Road • SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ  •  (908) 322-5555
Complete Nursery • Greenhouses • Landscaping • Silk Plants • Custom Design Services

DEBIT

THIS WEEK’S  SPECIALS!

Parker
GREENHOUSES FARM & GARDEN CENTER
Parker

The Area’s
Largest
Selection and
Best Quality
Plants, Trees,
Shrubs &
Accessories!

The Area’s
Largest
Selection and
Best Quality
Plants, Trees,
Shrubs &
Accessories!

Also Visit Us At: www.parkerplants.com

Big Beefy Blooming
FORSYTHIA

1/3 OFF
Schultz Starter Plus

Root Stimulator

While Supplies Last

GREAT GARDENS BEGIN AT PARKER!

WL

PRESENT THIS AD FOR

BLOOMING PLANTS

25% OFF

7’-8’ AVERAGE

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Regional Health Department has is-
sued an “excellent rating” for four
establishments in its jurisdiction.

Given the ranking, the highest by
the health department, were: The
Windmill, 256 East Broad Street; Sir
Puffs Café, 43 Elm Street, and I Can’t
Believe It’s Yogurt, 270 North Av-
enue, East, all in Westfield, along with
the Pathmark in Garwood, located at
10 South Avenue.

“The rating of excellent was estab-
lished by the Board of Health to rec-
ognize local retail food establishments
that have maintained an exemplary
record in compliance with the New
Jersey State Sanitary Code, and local
ordinances and regulations govern-
ing the operation of retail food estab-
lishments,” said Director of Health
Robert Sherr.

A retail food establishment that has
received continuous satisfactory
postings, formerly the highest health
rating by the department, for two con-
secutive years is eligible for the excel-
lent rating.

Mr. Sherr noted that the owners of
the four facilities which received the
rating have maintained their estab-
lishments in “the highest standard,”
and as such were “fully deserving of
the new posting.”

The department serves the commu-
nities of Fanwood, Garwood,
Mountainside, Roselle Park, Spring-
field and Westfield.

*  *  *  *  *
AREA – The historic “Deserted

Village” of Felville/Glenside Park will
be open for a public tour on Sunday,
April 29, at 2 p.m. The village is
located in Union County’s Watchung
Reservation and dates back to the pre-
Civil War era. The county is restoring
the Village’s 10 remaining buildings
and 130-acres of grounds.

The area encompassing the Deserted
Village was first settled in the early
1700s. It developed into a thriving

News Highlights

milltown by 1845, and was converted
into a summer resort in the late 1880s.

The tour will be led by the Director
of the Union County Division of Park
Planning and Maintenance.

The tour will include a 45-minute
slideshow at the Trailside Nature and
Science Center in Mountainside fol-
lowed by a one-mile stroll along the
village’s paved road. Participants
should wear shoes suitable for walk-
ing in the woods.

Although registration is not re-
quired, a $3 per adult program fee will
be charged. The tour is recommended
for people over the age of 12. Partici-
pants will meet at the Trailside Center,
452 New Providence Road,
Mountainside. For more information,
call (908) 789-3670.

*  *  *  *  *
WASHINGTON D.C, — Freshman

Congressman Michael A. Ferguson
(R-7th) announced last Monday that
he is seeking $10 million in new fund-
ing from the House Appropriations
Subcommittee on Energy and Water
Development for the Green Brook
flood control project.

The committee, which approves
funding for the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers’ projects like Green Brook,
is expected to consider Mr.
Ferguson’s request later this month.
Final approval is not expected until
Labor Day.

Thirty years in development, the
first phase of construction on the
project began last year after former
Congressman Bob Franks helped se-
cure funding.

The project, which is estimated to
cost $331 million over 10 years, in-
cludes raising the Green Brook Bridge
by 10 feet.

*  *  *  *  *
UNION – Congressman Michael

A. Ferguson will hold an open house
at his Union Legislative Office, 2333
Morris Avenue, Suite B8, from noon
until 4 p.m. this Monday, April 30.

The open house will give constitu-
ents in the Seventh District, which
includes Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and Mountainside, an op-
portunity to meet the Congressman
and his staff. The office can provide
assistance on a number of issues in-
cluding Social Security, Medicare,
veterans benefits, the Internal Rev-
enue Service, immigration, federal
grants and contracts.

*  *  *  *  *
SCOTCH PLAINS – Union County

Prosecutor Thomas V. Manahan has
announced that the John H. Stamler
Police Academy in Scotch Plains will
offer the Alternate Route Basic Police
Program in the next police recruit class
beginning on Friday, July 27.

The program was first offered as a
pilot project at the Academy in 1993,
according to Scotch Plains Police
Chief Thomas O’Brien, President of
the Union County Police Chiefs As-
sociation.

Academy Director Anthony Parenti
said the recruits in the Alternate Route
class receive the same instruction as
the regular police cadets during the
19-week session.

Courses in the program include fire-
arms, investigations, court system pro-
cedures, crime prevention, commu-
nity relations, juvenile crime, domes-
tic violence, the basics of the state’s
criminal code, drug enforcement,
crash injury management, crime scene
management, constitutional rights and
use of force.

Chief O’Brien said candidates must
be Union County residents and will
be charged $1,200 in tuition to cover
costs. In addition, candidates must
have a minimum of 60 college credits
from an institution of higher learning.
Applications, which are due Friday,
May 11, may be picked at the Acad-
emy, 1776 Raritan Road, Scotch
Plains.

For more information, call (908)
889-6112.

dvanarelli.lawoffice.com

See us in the Bell Atlantic Yellow Pages.
Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a

Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.
(908) 789-9000INJURY CASES

Jim HelyA
• Life Insurance
• Disability Insurance
• Long Term Care
• Health Insurance

         908.233.0920

Art
Ammermuller
“Helping People”

No Investigation Likely Into Source
Of Leaks on DiFrancesco Report

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — There isn’t
likely to be any kind of investigation
into who was responsible for leaking
confidential documents concerning
Acting Governor Donald T.
DiFrancesco and his dealings in the
latter 1990s when he served as Scotch
Plains Township Attorney.

“Are we going to make an all-out
effort” to locate the source of the leak?
asked Township Manager Thomas E.
Atkins. “Why bother? It happened and
it has become a distraction” to the
business of running the local govern-
ment, he told The Westfield Leader and
The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

Last week, several media outlets
published details of confidential town-
ship documents and reports from 1997
and 1998 in which Mr. DiFrancesco,
who served as Township Attorney from
1983 to 1998, was accused of violating
legal and ethics rules and threatened
with dismissal from that post.

A 1998 report issued by two special
counsels — Republican Douglas
Hansen, the present Township Attor-
ney, and Democrat Lewis Markowitz
— accused Mr. DiFrancesco of violat-
ing ethical rules when, as Township
Attorney, he had lobbied local officials
to give members of his family a zoning
change they were seeking for a parcel
of land they owned on Plainfield Av-
enue while failing to disclose his own
financial stake in the property; had
issued legal opinions and rulings on
projects involving K. Hovnanian Cos.,
the state’s largest homebuilder, after
the company had given Mr.
DiFrancesco $225,000 to pay off a
legal judgment against him, and had
lobbied township officials to put off
plans for a soccer field on the piece of
family-owned property because his
family had hoped to develop the prop-
erty in a more profitable way.

The release of these confidential
documents caused a minor contretemps
in Scotch Plains last week as local
officials scrambled to address the rami-
fications of the release of documents
not meant for public consumption.

In addition to their public delibera-

tions and discussions, the local Town-
ship Council, as do all governing bod-
ies, regularly meet in executive ses-
sion, which are closed to the public, to
discuss confidential matters pertaining
to personnel, legal matters and the like.

Mr. Atkins said he was “very un-
comfortable because the release of
documents that were privileged and
confidential is a breach of the public
trust.”

While strongly emphasizing that “we
aren’t accusing (anyone on) this coun-
cil” of having a hand in the leaks, he said
it’s likely, however, that Mr. Hansen,
“will go over certain issues with the
current council” and review with them
“why certain issues are privileged and
confidential.”

This review of these issues, Mr. Atkins
said, “doesn’t have anything to do with
the Acting Governor, but with the tax-

payers of Scotch Plains. Certain privi-
leged matters must remain that way.”

Mr. Hansen, speaking to The Leader
and The Times, agreed. “Obviously,
some of these documents were confi-
dential,” he said. The Township Attor-
ney plans to meet with the council at
some point to “remind them of their
obligations” in this regard. Privileged
and confidential documents, he said,
“don’t belong to individual council
members, but to the council as a whole.”

He pointed out that “there’s a proce-
dure by which lawyer-client privileges
are waived, and that requires the entire
council to vote on it in public.” Like
Mr. Atkins, Mr. Hansen repeated sev-
eral times that he wasn’t accusing any-
one on the present council of leaking
the documents. But, he added, “if they
came from inside the council, it never
was approved by me.”

LAUREL’S TEAM…Dr. Nicholas Ponzio of Westfield, pictured at center, joins
fellow members of Laurel’s Team, which he founded to raise funds toward
finding the cause and cure of Multiple Sclerosis (MS). The team, which took part
in last Sunday’s Multiple Sclerosis Walk in Union County, is named in honor of
Laurel Swenie, a former technician who worked at his research laboratory when
he was at Northwestern University Medical School in Chicago and who was
diagnosed with MS. Dr. Ponzio is Professor of Pathology at the University of
Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey Medical School. Pictured with him, left
to right, are: Carmela and Andrea Yauch of Union, Patricia Ponzio of Westfield
and Kathy Peacock of Berkeley Heights.


