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Scotch Plains Mayor, Township Council
Should Release Reports on DiFrancesco

Donald DiFrancesco Is a Quiet Leader
Who Has a Clear Focus on New Jersey

Torricelli Calls Allegations of Illegal
Conduct ‘Unequivocally False’

Editor’s Note: Senator Robert G.
Torricelli has written the following as
an open letter to the people of New
Jersey.

*  *  *  *  *
For more than three years, my family,

my staff, my friends and I have endured
the unimaginable. An investigation into
the 1996 campaign resulting in allega-
tions that have disrupted lives, damaged
reputations, and required nearly $1 mil-
lion in legal expenses.

During this investigation, the most
minute details of a $12 million cam-
paign were examined but only a few
commonplace regulatory issues are in
dispute. Seven persons have been found
to have reimbursed contributors, in vio-
lation of Federal E1ection Commission
regulations. All but one of these indi-
viduals has made clear that no one in the
campaign had any knowledge of the
activity. The one exception is David
Chang.

For several years, David Chang and I
enjoyed a friendship. The government
indicted David Chang for obstruction of
justice and witness tampering and he has
since pleaded guilty to other offenses
likely to result in his incarceration in a
federal prison. Apparently, in order to
avoid lengthy incarceration, he has now
made a series of outrageous and irre-
sponsible statements about me person-
ally.

David Chang was my friend. Alle-
gations I engaged in illegal conduct
are absolutely and unequivocally false.
I have served the people of New Jersey
in the United States Congress faith-
fully for 20 years. Public service has
been my entire life. I would never
compromise my reputation or the Con-

gress that I love.
I know that I have been aggressive in

my life, I believe that I was elected to the
United States Senate because I fight
hard and hold passionate beliefs. Per-
haps I have earned some political en-
emies, but I have done nothing to betray
the trust of the people of New Jersey.

I have instructed my attorney, Ted
Wells, to work with the United States
Attorney’s office for the Southern Dis-
trict of New York to seek an early reso-
lution of all of these issues. It is in the
public interest that the people of New
Jersey know they are well served in the
United States Congress, and they will be
well served in the future. I am very
grateful that my family and friends and
thousands of people in New Jersey have
expressed their support for me and my
campaign staff during these difficult
moments. I will never forget your faith,
love and confidence.

Rest assured that no matter how
personally painfu1 this is, I will be in
the Senate every day fighting for New
Jersey.

Robert G. Torricelli
United States Senator

New Jersey

All of the political rhetoric surround-
ing the disclosures of Acting Governor
Donald DiFrancesco’s actions while
serving as Municipal Attorney for Scotch
Plains has clouded the fact that, at its
core, this is a matter of lawyer ethics.

Under the Rules of Professional Con-

duct applicable to all lawyers licensed
by the State of New Jersey, a lawyer is
prohibited from representing a client if
such representation may be materially
limited by the lawyer’s own interests,
unless the client consents after full dis-
closure and consultation.

However, the applicable rule specifi-
cally provides that a public entity cannot
consent to such representation.

All of the published reports make it
undeniably clear that Acting Governor
DiFrancesco personally, and members
of his family, had investment real estate
interests in Scotch Plains which were
affected by actions of the Scotch Plains
municipal government. As a matter of
law, the Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil could not have consented to Mr.
DiFrancesco, as Municipal Attorney,
participating in or advising the town on
matters that conflicted with his personal
interests.

Instead of hiding behind the cloak of
the attorney client privilege, the Mayor
and current members of the Scotch Plains
Township Council ought to waive the
privilege and allow the public access to
the written reports at issue and allow the
other lawyers involved to explain what
occurred. If he truly believes that he did
nothing unethical, Mr. DiFrancesco
should encourage the current elected
officials to waive the privilege.

The word “character” was used with
great frequency during the 2000 national
campaign. A lawyer who engages in
unethical conduct blemishes the profes-
sion, and does not have the character to
hold elected office.

Lawrence A. Goldman
Westfield

An extraordinary happening has oc-
curred in the State of New Jersey; an
event that has heralded in an opportunity
for a statesman to exercise an enormous
talent with great leadership. What is a
statesman:

According to Webster’s dictionary,
“A person having a larger degree of
responsibility in the government of state
// Such a person characterized by wis-
dom and broadmindedness.” This is not
a definition of as much as it is a descrip-
tion of a man who has blessed our pres-
ence for some time and finally is in a
position that clearly demonstrates his
capabilities. He is not leaning to the left,
he is not bending to the right, he is where
the bulk of our state’s people are: in the
middle. This is not a man who has
amassed fortunes; not a man who has
been unwilling to take a chance on people
and concepts about which he cares
greatly. He is not an egotistical politi-
cian looking for self-gratification. He is

Donald DiFrancesco. As so well stated
by Webster, “a person characterized by
wisdom and broadmindedness.”

Like a lion quietly going about his
business, yet ready to roar for the ben-
efit of his following, his tenure as New
Jersey Senate President did not make
him a household name because of his
lack of accomplishment. Any New
Jerseyian can clearly see the many bold
and non-partisan strides he made dur-
ing this period. He has consistently
demonstrated his clear focus on New
Jersey, has kept a constant vigil seeking
plausible tax cutting measures, im-
proved our educational system, and
made New Jersey a better place to live.
This statesmen does not have to roar out
loud because people like you and me do
that for him. Remember, a lion is king
of the jungle for a reason!

Lyle R. Hatch
Clark

Reader ‘Troubled’ by Portrayal
Of Police In Political Cartoon

I admire the craft of the editorial/
political cartoon. The person must not
only be artistically talented, but also
tuned into current affairs. Ready with a
few strokes of pen to capture this
moment’s hot topic. I understand that
exaggeration is needed to get the point
across.

I am puzzled and troubled by
Neseman’s portrayal in the March 8
issue of the Westfield Police Depart-
ment as the bad guy, black hat, beard
and all, ready and equipped to issue
many parking tickets. At first, I did not
know what the issue was. I read the
editorial column; nothing there. I de-
duced from the many letters next to the
cartoon that the ban on commuter park-
ing on Carleton Road and its surrounds
was the basis.

If this is correct, why the portrayal of
the Westfield Police as the culprit? This
is surely anger misdirected; a case of
killing the messenger.

I am a resident of Westfield for 32
years, 30 of these years spent commut-
ing to New York City, either by train or
bus. Parking in Westfield has been an
issue long before I moved here.

It never was a “...dirty little secret.” In
fact, I always wondered why a town of
30,000 was fixated on parking facilities
for 3,000 commuters. No town owes
parking to any resident.

Education, public safety, and health,
yes. I gladly pay my property taxes for
these; as for parking, that ought to be
borne by the users. I’m not excited that
I’ll see an increase slated for the parking

deck, but after 32 years of studying/
talking about the issue, I am glad to see
a solution, knowing full well that it
doesn’t please all. What solution ever
does?

I feel badly that your cartoonist por-
trays the Westfield Police Department
as the villain. It doesn’t make the rules,
it enforces them. Put the feet of the
Westfield Council to the fire, not the
police person on the beat.

Francis X. Browne
Westfield

What Will Town Look Like in 10 or 20
Years? Resident Asks Elected Officials

Jimmy Piersall Shouldn’t
Be Confused With Jensen

“Fear Strikes Out” is the story about
Jimmy Piersall’s (not Jimmy Jensen)
fight with mental illness. It seems you
mixed Piersall with Jackie Jensen, who
played outfield for the Red Sox with
Piersall from 1954 to 1958.

Steve Rothschild
Springfield

Letters to the Editor

BARNSTORM
barnstorm - to conduct a campaign or

speaking tour in rural areas: Barnstorm-
ing, though not originally derived from
baseball, did become associated with the
“national pastime” in the first half of the
twentieth century.

During the period between World
Wars I and II, professional baseball play-
ers often went on post season exhibition
tours – a tradition known as barnstorm-
ing. But it was from the theater that this
term originates.

Mid-nineteenth-century English
strolling actors were the first to be known
as barnstormers because they often per-
formed in rural barns.

After WW I, pilots were also known
as barnstormers because they used barns,
especially those adjacent to large vacant
meadows, as hangars for their planes.
The aircraft, usually bi-planes, were used
to provide joy rides at a dollar or two per
ride.

Baseball players, because of the itin-
erant nature of strolling actors and soar-
ing aviators, adopted barnstorming to
describe their exhibition tours.

Actors, aviators, and baseball players
rarely barnstorm today, but the term is
still used to describe the speaking tours
of campaigning politicians.

Storming barns makes political hay!

Citizen Charges Lack of Opportunity
Given for Comment on 2001 Budget

The principal item on the agenda for
the March 20 council meeting was the
final reading on the 2001 municipal bud-
get and the only opportunity for citizens
to ask questions.

It is disturbing that the hall was virtu-
ally empty. Only Steve Brociner and me,
and a few borough employees, including
Michele Swisher, Chief Financial Of-
ficer of the borough, were present.

I was distracted from paying full at-
tention to the proceedings for a few
seconds, and the next thing I heard was
Councilman Schon’s words, “Since there
is no public participation, the public
discussion is closed.”

All this happened in the blink of an
eye, and it is obvious that Mayor Viglianti
did not want to hear from Steve Brociner
or me, as we were the only ones present
who might discuss the budget.

This is another example of how Mayor
Viglianti has no tolerance for any per-
ceived dissenting opinion or even any
request for information. He regularly
forgets that he is Mayor of all
Mountainside and he is obligated to hear

from the entire public, not just those in
his inner political circle.

He rules with a very heavy hand and
openly ridicules any citizen who has the
temerity to disagree with him on any
issue.

So the 2001 municipal budget has
been passed without any comment or
input from the public. This just isn’t
right!

The Mayor’s actions in shutting off
any public discussion compares most
unfavorably with the school board, whose
members state their positions and wel-
come the opportunity to address local
groups and to listen to all concerned
citizens.

The school board represents democ-
racy in action. The Mayor using “trick-
ery” to shut off any discussion by the
public on the budget represents arro-
gance and a total disregard for the public’s
right to know.

What is he afraid of?

Louis J. Thomas
Mountainside Democratic Club

What will Westfield be like in 10
years? And what will that lead Westfield
to be like in 20 years or beyond?

Those are the questions that I haven’t
heard answered by our elected officials or
by the townspeople themselves. Yet, the
feeding frenzy of energy and activity is in
high gear by big developers and down-
town land barons to push this town to do

things that the majority of voters may not
want. Westfield is a residential town with
a balance of commercial business.

Should that balance be tipped? Have
some interests or politicians decided for
us that it should be tipped? If they have,
they have not spoken publicly, but they
are moving their interests forward and
breaching  our trust in them and their
fiduciary responsibility to this town.

Voters of Westfield, come alive to
protect your town, your residential town.

What do we want Westfield to be like
in 10 years and beyond? Mayor
McDermott and Town Councilpeople,
you need to start with the answer to that
question.

It will provide all of us with the
town’s mission statement. Then we will
know what has to be done to get us
there.

Julie Diddell
Westfield

Darielle Walsh Has Been True Leader
And Asset to Westfield Board of Education

After nine years, Darielle Walsh is stepping down
as a member of the Westfield Board of Education.
But Mrs. Walsh has not only been a leader on the
board, she has served with distinction. A brief look
at her many roles with the board and throughout the
town clearly shows her sense of community.

For the past few years, Mrs. Walsh has served as
Board President by leading the board through the
successive passage of two bond referendums for
additions to a number of Westfield’s public schools
faced with a bulging student population.

Mrs. Walsh set out in 1998 and 2000 to ensure that
the community was given the school district’s rea-
sons for needing to raise additional tax revenues
through bond referendums. She was a member of the
board in 1994 when the voters rejected a bond
question to build additions on the district’s elemen-
tary schools. In 1996 she chaired a committee that
searched for a new superintendent of schools to
replace Dr. Mark Smith, who left to head up a school
district in Massachusetts. The search resulted in the
hiring of Dr. William J. Foley.

Four of Mrs. Walsh’s nine years on the board were
in leadership roles. She was Vice President from
1997 to 1998 and President the past three years. She
also has chaired the board’s Facilities Committee for
eight years.

Besides her role with the school board, Mrs. Walsh
serves on the Board of Directors of both the Westfield
Rotary Club and the Westfield Y. She serves and as
a board member of the Westfield Education Fund, as
a member of the Westfield Foundation and the
town’s Optimist Club.

Mrs. Walsh has served a big role in revamping TV-36,
Westfield’s community access cable station which this
week unveiled its new broadcast center at the Westfield
Municipal Building. The station will continue to broad-
cast from its news operation at Westfield High School
and to utilize high school students in various production
roles. Mrs. Walsh serves on the advisory board for
Westfield Community Television (WCTV).

Mrs. Walsh has been leading the effort to turn the
former auditorium in the Elm Street Administration
Building into an arts center. The multi-million dollar
proposal is a viewed both as a home for many of the
town’s arts organizations, as well as a place to hold
smaller convention type events for the Westfield
business community.

As the recipient of the Y’s Golden Volunteer Award,
Mrs. Walsh has volunteered with the Westfield Ser-
vice League, the Y and the United Fund of Westfield.
She was the Rotary’s Volunteer of the Year in May
2000.

She also participated in last year’s Four Mondays
in June Community 2000, a forum which welcomed
community input and free discussion of key issues
facing Westfield.

During her 22 years in town, Mrs. Walsh was
President of the Jefferson School Parent Teacher
Organization and President of the Parent-Teacher
Council that represents nine of the town’s public
schools.

So, while Mrs. Walsh will be leaving the Westfield
Board of Education, we know she will continue to be
an active participant in the community for many
years to come.

CLARIFICATION
A letter that appeared in the April

12 edition on a local Boston College
student, Isabel Shen of Westfield, who
will be teaching in the Dominican
Republic this summer, should have
contained information on where to
send donations. Checks, made pay-
able to Ignacio Volunteers of Boston
College, should be mailed to: Ignacio
Volunteers, Boston College, Chestnut
Hill, Mass. 02467.

PRIMARY ELECTION DATE MOVED TO JUNE 26

Candidates File for Legislative Seats
In Redrawn 21st and 22nd Districts

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRENTON — Candidates last week
filed petitions under the newly redrawn
21st and 22nd Legislative Districts.
This occurred as Republicans rushed
to postpone this year’s Primary Elec-
tion until their legal challenge to the
new legislative map can be heard by an
appeals court.

The date of the Primary Election was
moved from Tuesday, June 5, to Tues-
day, June 26, under legislation approved
narrowly on Monday in Trenton. The
legislation was signed into law by Act-
ing Governor Donald T. DiFrancesco of
Scotch Plains.

The GOP is challenging the district
map approved by the state’s Legislative
Apportionment Commission on April
11, contending it hurts minority candi-
dates. A federal appeals court in Phila-
delphia will hear Republican arguments
on Monday, April 30. A lower federal
court had upheld the map.

The commission approved a map sub-
mitted by Democrats which spreads out
minority vote in a process called “un-
packing.” Republicans have charged that
the map violates the 1965 Voter Rights
Act. The GOP holds 10-seat majorities
in both houses of the Legislature.

Filing for the Republican Party in the
redrawn 21st District are Assemblyman
Richard H. Bagger for Senate, and newly
sworn in Assemblyman Tom Kean, Jr. of
Westfield, Summit City Councilman Eric
Muñoz, Assemblyman Joel Weingarten
of Millburn and former Springfield Mayor
Harry Pappas for the party’s nomination
for the District’s two Assembly seats.

The Union County Republican Ex-
ecutive Committee last week backed Mr.
Bagger, a five-term legislator, for the
Senate and Mr. Kean and Mr. Muñoz for
the Assembly to run on the Regular
Organization line.

Mr. Kean is the son of former Gover-
nor Thomas H. Kean, while Mr. Muñoz
is a trauma surgeon at the University of
Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey in
Newark.

They will be opposed by Mr.
Weingarten, a three-term Assemblyman
in the old 21st District and a Congres-
sional candidate along with Mr. Kean in
last year’s Primary in the Seventh Dis-
trict, and Mr. Pappas.

Democrats have chosen Ellen
Steinberg of Chatham, an attorney in
Union Township, for Senate, and former
two-term Westfield Mayor Thomas C.
Jardim and attorney and former Con-
gressional candidate J. Brooke Hern of
New Providence for the Assembly seats.

Mr. Bagger said he was happy to be
sharing the ticket with “a terrific team of
running mates.” The new 21st District
includes Westfield and Mountainside.

In the 22nd District, Republicans have

backed Milt Campbell of Plainfield, an
Olympic Gold and Silver Medalist in the
decathlon during the 1952 and 1956
Olympic Games, for the Senate, and
former Scotch Plains Mayor Gabe Spera
and current Green Brook Mayor Patricia
Walsh for the State Assembly spots.

Democrats filing in the district are
current 20th District Assemblyman Jo-
seph S. Suliga of Linden for the Senate,
and 17th District Assemblyman Gerry
Green of Plainfield and former Fanwood
Mayor and current three-term Union
County Freeholder Linda d. Stender for
State Assembly.

“That’s probably the race to watch in
Union County, this state and one that
could have a big impact on control of the
Legislature,” Mr. Bagger said of the Dis-
trict 22 race, adding that the new district
is “very competitive.”

Scotch Plains and Fanwood are among
towns in the newly redrafted 22nd Dis-
trict.

Assemblyman Suliga said he was look-
ing forward to the challenge of getting to
know his new district. “This is a chal-
lenge I willingly embrace. I have already
begun to reach out to leaders of the
Democratic Party of the district in an
effort to gain support.” He has served in

the Assembly since 1994.
“This is a critical time for the people

of New Jersey,” he said in a press release
issued by his campaign. “We need strong
leadership that is not only financially
responsible to the taxpayers, but also
takes care of our environment and is
committed to providing New Jersey’s
kids with a top notch education.”

Mr. Bagger cited the “strong commu-
nity interest” of the newly formed 21st
District, which includes 10 of the 17
towns, or 65 percent, of the old 22nd
District that he currently represents. He
said he is looking to “build on the expe-
rience I have in the Assembly, while
continuing to make a difference for these
communities in the Senate.”

“I’m excited about the opportunity to
continue to serve in the Legislature,” he
said.

“I think they (candidates endorsed in
the 21st and 22nd Districts) are great
slates,” said Union County Republican
Committee Chairman Ron Frigerio of
Westfield.

Mr. Frigerio said Mr. Campbell “will
bring a lot to the table.” He said the
candidate will see the Senate as an op-
portunity to advance some of the social
issues he feels strongly about.

More Area Political News


