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By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The ninth of 10 children, jour-
nalist and author Theodore
Dreiser understood all too well
what it meant to be poor. Although
he resented his father deeply for
his life of destitution, what he did
with the experience made him
rich in the minds of readers. For,
no writer has been so gifted in
painting a life fraught with struggle
better than the writer of “An Ameri-
can Tragedy.”

Born in Terre Haute, Ind.,
Dreiser was able to attend one
year of schooling at Indiana Uni-
versity at Bloomington due to the
generosity of a former teacher.
During that year of matriculation,
young Dreiser became enamored
with the field of journalism.

While most journalists get their
first big break at newspapers writ-
ing obituaries and getting coffee,
The Chicago Herald sent Dreiser
out to distribute toys to needy chil-
dren at Christmas. The Chicago
Globe and the Globe-Democrat em-
ployed him as a cub reporter and
feature columnist, respectively.

Dreiser wrote his first novel,
“Sister Carrie,” after marrying Sara
White, a Missouri teacher he met
at the Chicago World’s Fair. The
Dreisers, who would become es-
tranged in 1909, moved to New
York so Theodore could take a job
as a magazine editor.

It appears that Dreiser tried to
live vicariously through his
wealthy characters in “The Finan-
cier” and “The Titan,” who rose
out of the dregs of poverty to make
a life of riches. His heart, however,
did not seem to be filled with a
sense of stability. Dreiser carried
on an affair with Yvette Szekely,
who was 16-years-old when
Dreiser was 56. He never officially
sought a divorce from his wife.
However, when Sara died in 1942,
Dreiser married his cousin and
long-time companion Helen
Richardson.

A member of the Communist
Party just before his death in 1945,
Dreiser was admired by journalist
H. L. Mencken. He, however, ad-
mired Nathaniel Hawthorne,
Edgar Allan Poe, Honore de Balzac,
and Sigmund Freud.

One of the most interesting tid-
bits about Dreiser comes from his
work with the Globe-Democrat.
The eager beaver journalist wrote
a theater review in absentia, but
the performance was never staged.
An oversight we know our theater
reviewer and Broadway veteran
Kerrianne Spellman Cort would
surely consider more than “An
American Tragedy.”

ARTIST IN RESIDENCE...The home of award-winning artist Francesca
Azzara is one of the five Westfield residences to be featured in the “Tour
of Notable Homes” on Saturday, May 5, by the Friends of the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra. Ms. Azzara, who specializes in the ancient me-
dium of encaustic wax, has used her artwork and her own handiwork
to add personal touches to her home. Featured below, this authentic
postcard depicts the historic flavor of Stoneleigh Park inWestfield.
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By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Last Thursday night, the mother of one
of Timothy McVeigh’s smallest victims
told Geraldo Rivera that watching
McVeigh’s execution on closed-circuit tele-
vision is merited, since “the nation watched
her daughter die” in the April 19 bombing
in 1995.

The members of these grieving families
and the survivors are owed the permis-
sion to witness the execution in Okla-
homa, which will come via live feed from
the federal prison in Terre Haute, Ind. On
the heels of the tragedy’s sixth anniver-
sary, they have been waiting a long time
to feel justice has been served. For them,
seeing is believing.

Entertainment Network, Inc., a Tampa-based company that
hosts voyeuristic Web casts thinks that John Q. deserves the right
to belly up to the computer
with a big bowl of popcorn and
watch too. In exchange for Web
access to what they call a “mo-
mentous event,” voyeurs would
pay $1.95 with proceeds going
to the families and victims. Even
though Judge John Tinder of
the U.S. District Court said no,
the Web host is appealing and
another company,
Liveontheweb.com is follow-
ing suit. The groups hope to get
their way in time for the “mo-
mentous event.”

Logging onto my computer
to watch Timothy McVeigh die
is not going to bring me clo-
sure, and since I was not di-
rectly effected by his actions, I
have no right to see him take
his last breaths. What disgusts
me is justifying a Web cast un-
der the guise of a form of media
used for entertainment.

The Internet, from what Al
Gore told me, is intended for
research and entertainment
purposes. Entertainment en-
compasses finding out what
Drew Barrymore was think-
ing when she married Tom
Green, how to make a perfect
hollandaise sauce and what
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By KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD — Theater buffs that
would like to try their hands at a
little trivia should be sure not to
miss a trip to the Fanwood Library.
From now until Saturday, May 26,
the library is holding a unique
contest that is open to anyone
who wishes to participate. The
contest, entitled “Name that Face,”

is a fun trip down Broadway’s
memory lane.

Looking to introduce a new dis-
play at the Library’s entrance, Di-
rector Dan Weiss and associate
Sheldon Roskin thought it would
be interesting to add a bit of Broad-

way fun to the display, just in time
for the Tony Awards.

Mr. Roskin donated part of his
extensive Playbill collection that
includes covers from as early as
the 1940’s. Playbills, for those who
don’t know, are the magazines
that patrons receive when attend-
ing a Broadway show. These “pro-
grams” list the actors’ credits as
well as the director, the producers

and other perti-
nent information
to the production.

Playbills have
long been
collector’s items
for theater lovers.
In fact, a benefit
that I recently at-
tended in Hershey
P.A. featured a
Playbill collection
as part of a silent
auction and it was
one of the best
bids of the

evening. Years ago, the Playbill
often featured terrific close-up
photographs of some of the
production’s stars. This gave Mr.
Roskin the idea for “Name that
Face.”

In the display case, 20 Playbills

from the past are featured. The
numbered Playbills all have pho-
tographs of one or more famous
actors. Mr. Roskin devised a form
with fun clues that might help
participants “Name that Face.”

The clues are great and very
helpful. “I didn’t win my Tony

until I did a musical” is the clue for
entry number one, and “Tony
walked into my life with this role”
is mentioned for number seven. A
theater lover myself, I admit that I
was stumped on more than a few.

A fascinating man, Mr. Roskin is

Kerrianne Spellman Cort for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CALLING ALL THEATER BUFFS!...At the Fanwood Library, Director Dan
Weiss and Associate Sheldon Roskin joined forces to present a unique
exhibition and contest featuring some of the most intriguing Playbills
in the history of the Great White Way.

Kerrianne Spellman Cort for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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WESTFIELD — Westfield High
School (WHS) teacher Raymond
Wojcik will conduct the premiere
of his work Akin to Fire at the
Colonial Symphony’s Saturday,
May 5, concert at the Community
Theatre in Morristown.

The concert, which will begin at
8:30 p.m. with
a pre-concert
lecture at 7:30
p.m., will also
feature world-
r e n o w n e d
pianist Joseph
Kalichstein.

Mr. Wojcik,
director of in-
s t r umen t a l
music at WHS,
is a well-
known New
Jersey composer and conductor.
For 10 seasons, he was the Music
Director and Conductor of the
Garden State Philharmonic.

He has also served as the Music
Director and Conductor of the
Brunswick Symphony. Additional
commissions, premieres, and resi-
dencies have included the Con-
ductors Institute at Bard College,
The Amadeus Orchestra (in the
United Kingdom), the South
Hampton Chamber Music Society,
and Elibon Films.

This Colonial Symphony con-
cert, under the direction of Mu-
sic Director and Conductor
Yehuda Gilad, will also feature
guest soloist pianist Joseph
Kalichstein of Maplewood, per-
forming Chopin’s Piano Concerto
No. 2 in F minor.

The concert will end with
Tchaikovsky’s masterpiece Sym-
phony No. 6 in B minor,
“Pathétique.”

The Community Theatre is lo-
cated at 100 South Street in
Morristown. Tickets for this Colo-
nial Symphony concert are avail-
able for $36, $27, and $14. Stu-
dents in grades K-8 are free with a
paying adult and high school and
college students are $5. For tick-
ets, please call the Ticket Hotline
at (973) 539-8008.
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By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Converted
into a small museum space, the
cellar of the Scotch Plains Library
played host this week to the an-
nual members’ show of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Arts Association.
Participants vied for recognition
in the divisions of watercolor, oil
and acrylic, photography, and
mixed media/crafts.

The husband-wife team of Phil
Kass and Lydia Brunelli offered
two different perspectives of wa-
tercolor. The granddaughter of the

ists in the show, Kass presents
“The Guards” and “Some of My
Treasures” with intense intricacy.
He masters a sense of perspec-
tive in the first piece, but the
latter needed a little bit of work
– particularly in two of bottles. A
third watercolor, “Seen at
Longstreet Farm,” evokes a sense
of solitude and a hard day’s
labor.

Brunelli takes watercolor from
a more abstract angle. In “Desert
Glow” and “Persian Pleasures,”
she overlaps watercolor—as if
torn into separate pieces—in
hues appealing to the eye. One
must always stand back in order
to absorb the movement of the
two works.

In the category of photogra-
phy, Fanwood resident Ken
Malpas sweeps the genre with a
collage of eight families under
the umbrella of his family name,
“Malpas” penned in crimson. Col-
lage is a difficult undertaking for
the most seasoned artist, but
Malpas accomplishes this with
perfect organization, unique sub-
ject matter and an excellent dis-
cernment of composition. I
would be surprised if this does
not win the photography cat-
egory.

The oil painting technique of
Arline Melchior is positively re-

markable. She masters the me-
dium in one landscape filled with
ochre, yellow, browns and, later,
offers a still life of fruit. Melchior
knows how to define a light source
and understands how to depict
the fluidity of fabric beneath the
subject matter. However, her tal-
ent is most apparent in a portrait of
a weathered man smoking a ciga-
rette. Richness of texture and deli-
cious detail are especially appreci-
ated in this piece.

Two watercolor artists stood out
in this exhibition with undeniable
skill. Jocelyn Wong and Christine
J. Scott present floral pieces, both
with hues of violet, magenta, yel-
low and white. Both Wong and
Scott know how to manipulate
watercolor and offer composition
of subject matter that keeps the
pieces interesting. It will certainly
be difficult to choose between
these artists.

According to Treasurer of the
association, Anne Gibbons, An-
gela Lewandowski is one of the
younger artists along with Susanna
Kassel exhibiting this year.

Working in watercolor,
Lewandowski captures the lumi-
nescence of “Venezia” in shades of
yellow and blue. For someone of
such a young age, it fascinates me
that she could understand the clean
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By DAVID PALLADINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Saturday, May 5,
will be the date that the Friends of
the Westfield Symphony Orches-
tra (WSO) host their 17th Annual
“Tour of Notable Homes”
fundraiser highlighting not only
five architectural wonder-homes
of Westfield but also a treasure
trove of art housed within.

The Friends have put together
an exciting and unique tour this
year. This year will highlight the
essence of personal decorating.

President of Friends Deirdre
Malacrea pointed out that they
were “pleased to offer for the first
time, a full weekend of events for
individuals interested in home
design and décor.”

Ms. Malacrea stated, “Participants
will have a unique opportunity to
learn about interior decorating
from the experts, see first-hand
some of Westfield most beauti-
fully appointed homes, and at the
same time, support Union County’s
resident orchestra.”

Deciding for the first time to
expand their exciting program to
the entire weekend, events will
actually begin on Friday, May 4.

Head Designer and Trim Spe-
cialist Edward Goodman and Sales
Executive Mary Beth Brown, rep-
resentatives from Scalamandré Silks
and Trims, will host a presentation
from 9:30 to 11 a.m. at the James
Ward Mansion, 169 East Broad
Street in Westfield. Scalamandré is
responsible for the decorative fla-
vor preferred by several first la-
dies.

The Friday morning presenta-
tion will highlight a rare “peek”
inside the White House and offer
tips on how to bring elegance to
one’s own home. Scalamandré
décor is synonymous with el-
egance and history. In addition to
the White House, their designs
have graced such prestigious
dwellings and institutions such as
the Confederate White House, the
Thomas Edison House, Jefferson’s
Monticello, and the Metropolitan

Opera House.
According to Helene Reichlin,

super-organizer and Chairwoman
of the event, mentioned that the
“experts at Scalamandré have lec-
tured all over the country and
have been written up in many
decorating and architectural maga-
zines over the decades.”

The main Tour of Notable
Homes, which will include some

of Westfield’s most beautifully
adorned homes, and will feature
the work of local artists, will com-
mence at 10 a.m. on Saturday and
end at 3 p.m.

One of the homes highlighted
this year will be the Arts and Crafts
ranch style home of Francesca and
John Azzara located in the Indian
Forest neighborhood. Built in the
1960s, the completely renovated

home provides the backdrop for
the work of Mrs. Azzara.

An award-winning exhibiting
abstract artist, she specializes in
the ancient medium of encaustic
wax, a painting process which
dates back to 5th century Greece.
The process involves taking mol-
ten wax and impregnating the
media with pigment and applying
it to surfaces.

Mrs. Azzara spent hours paint-
ing shimmering strips down the
walls of the master bedroom and
adjoining bathroom.

Prairie windows, made famous
by architect Frank Lloyd Wright,
adorns their homes and serve to
set it apart from the traditional
Colonial design houses so familiar
in Westfield. The kitchen was re-
designed with natural maple
cabinetry, accented with hunter
green.

An elegant expanded Georgian
Colonial will also be highlighted
on the tour. This home offers a
brightly lit kitchen and great room,
a cozy den, a first-floor office and
second-floor television room con-
necting the children’s rooms.

The Victorian Zoidis Home, one
of the five original houses in
Stoneleigh Park, which is on the
national and state registry of his-
toric sites. Living in the home for
eight years, Paul and Aleta Zoidis
have enhanced the vintage charms
of this home, while adding mod-
ern touches.

The original inhabitant of the
Stoneleigh Park House was a fa-
mous painter whose murals still
grace the Westfield Municipal
Building and the Cranford Post
Office.

Regal columns frame the spa-
cious entrance foyer. A formal din-
ing room highlighting rich, tussled
draperies can been seen along
with a warm and inviting living
room. The kitchen was remodeled
and now has beautiful new maple
cabinets, stained cream white. The
upstairs bedrooms are adorned
with Renaissance-era Palladian

Raymond Wojcik

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader and The Times

An oil painting by Arline Melchior

Westfield residents, Susanna
Klassel made the show a family
affair by offering her graphite on
paper creation.

One of the most intriguing art-
Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Stained glass by Joan Westernick


