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SOFKA GETS 3 HITS, 2 RBI; FEINBERG, 2 HITS, 2 RBI

Red Devil Baseballers Burn
Blue Devils in Eighth, 8-7

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two colorful high school baseball
teams – the Hunterdon Central Red
Devils and the Westfield Blue Devils
– proved to be very talented and
competitive on Wednesday, April 18,
in Westfield. But it was the Red
Devils, who scored the tying run in
the seventh inning then added the

winning run in the eighth to grab an
8-7, eight-inning victory.

The Red Devils shelled a four-

some of Blue Devil pitchers with 11
hits, which included two home runs,
a triple and five doubles; however,
Westfield banged out 10 hits and
came within one strike of winning
the game. Blue Devil third baseman
Mike Sofka had three hits, including
a two-run punch which began a five-
run rally in the third inning and Adam
Feinberg, who had two hits, ripped a

two-run double in the fifth.
Blue Devil junior catcher Josh

Ludmer must have had a target on his

left shoulder because Red Devil
pitcher Matt Mastrianni hit him twice
in that vicinity. But behind the plate,
Ludmer was on target as he gunned
down a runner at first, gunned down
another at second and made a bril-
liant plate-blocking play to prevent a
run.

In the second inning, Ludmer back-
picked Mastrianni as he tried to dive

back safely
into first. In the
third, he wisely
blocked the
plate and
tagged out the
runner, who at-
tempted to
score on a sac-
rifice fly to left.
Then in the
seventh, he
saved another
run when he
caught Red
Devil Paul Ma-
son attempting
to steal second.

“He’s as
gutsy as they
come,” said
W e s t f i e l d
Head Coach
Bob Brewster
of Ludmer.
“He’s a throw-
back to those
old time catch-
ers who loves
to get dirty and
loves to take

any challenge. I’m glad to have him
for two more years.”

KELLY, ROHRER, FERRARA, HEATH WIN SPRINT MEDLEY

Raider Ray Williams Rouses
Fans at Blue Devil Relays

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School junior Ray Williams had the
fans talking at the Blue Devil Invita-
tional Relays at Gary Kehler Sta-
dium in Westfield on April 21. The
fans may have been talking well of
his performance when he ran a :47.5
in his 400 leg of the distance medley
relay to help the Raiders
place second, but they had
to be stunned when he an-
chored the 4x400 and
turned in an amazing :47.1.

In the 4x400 – the last
event of the afternoon –
Derrion Aberdeen led off,
followed by Mike Dixon
and Mike Franzone. By the
time Franzone handed off
to Williams, leader Justin
Marquez of Old Bridge had
approximately a 25 meter
lead and Adam Walker of
Westfield was just 10
meters behind Marquez.
From out of nowhere, Wil-
liams closed the gap, just
missing overtaking
Marquez by a head – both
teams timed at 3:24.7. The
Westfield foursome of
Miguel Cruz, Rich Miller,
Diano Reavis and Walker
finished third with a time
of 3:26.

When Williams placed
seventh at the Meet of Cham-
pions last year in South
Brunswick, his time was
:49.31. By trimming more
than two seconds off that
time, Williams must reset his goals.

“My great coach Lionel Hutch goes

through everything. He gets us pre-
pared. He made me the athlete I am
today,” stressed Williams. “He works
me so hard, sometimes I just want to
cry. But it’s worth it. My coach be-
lieves I can reach a 46. So ultimately,
that is my goal.”

Williams also indicated that his
focus now is to beat “some of those
teams from south Jersey”.

Although Williams’ performance
was spectacular, the girls sprint med-

ley relay foursome of Erin Kelly (400),
Ruth Rohrer (200, Jamie Ferrara (200)
and Stephanie Heath (800) were the
only Raiders to capture a first, win-
ning with a time of 4:25.1.

Confident with her teammates,
Kelly said, “I just wanted to be the
first one to hand off the baton. I felt
that if I did, we should probably win.”

Rohrer also helped her team place
second in the discus by re-
cording the best toss of the
day at 105 feet. The Raid-
ers’ total of 187’6”, which
included Erin Gillooly’s
toss of 82’6”, was topped
only by Morristown’s Su-
san Gublicki and Katie May
who totaled 202’.

Relatively pleased with
her performance, Rohrer
said, “It was my second-
best throw. I made sure that
I stood up tall at the end and
brought my foot to the
middle.”

The Westfield boys 4x100
foursome of Cruz, Miller,
Reavis and Walker had the
lead rounding the final turn
but Dan Johnson of Rahway
– the Meet of Champion win-
ner in the 200 – turned on the
burners and just passed
Walker at the line to win the
event with a time of :43.9.

The Westfield foursome’s
time of :44 was the best
they had recorded this sea-
son, but Richard Miller felt
more could be done. “What
I feel we need to work on a
little better with as a team is

the baton pass,” Miller pointed out.

G. L. SCORES 6 IN 7TH; RAIDER BELFORD GETS 2 HITS, RBI

Lallis’ ‘Grand Slam’ Slams
Stunned Raider Nine, 7-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN with Assistance
from FRED LECOMTE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Tom Lallis crushed a dramatic two-
out grand slam home run in the bot-
tom of a six-run seventh inning to
give the Governor Livingston High
School baseball team a 7-3 victory
over a stunned Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (SP-F) squad on April 19 in
Berkeley Heights. SP-F Raider
s o p h o m o r e
Dave Senatore,
who was re-
lieved in the
seventh by
Brian Maroney,
pitched a su-
perb game and
held the High-
landers at bay
for six innings,
yielding five
hits and three
walks while
striking out
seven.

In fact, the 3-
3 Raiders com-
mitted just one
error and had
the game under
control until
that fateful sev-
enth inning.
With such a fine
performance at
the varsity level
so early in the
season, Raider
Head Coach Brian Homm must be
pleased with Senatore.

“He pitched a great game for us,”
said Homm. “Until the seventh in-
ning, you can’t ask for a better job
that he did on the mound. I decided
it was time to take him out. He might
have been getting a little tired. They
might have seen him a little too

much. And we went with our No. 1.
But, it’s nice to see (such a good
performance), especially since he is
only a sophomore. He’s got a bright
future ahead of him.”

The Raiders jumped on Highlander
pitcher Andrew Gropper with two
runs in the top of the first. Dave
Baumwoll led off with a single to
right and moved to second on An-
thony Blasi’s bunt back to the mound.

A fielding error at shortstop placed
Maroney at first and Baumwoll at
third. Brad Belford, who finished
with two singles and an RBI, stepped
to the plate and slashed an RBI single
to right. With Maroney on third,
Belford got caught in a rundown but
stalled long enough to allow Maroney
to score.

“Basically, I threw over to first,
got the guy leaning the wrong way.
Our first baseman checked the run-
ner, but then he didn’t check the
runner (on third), went after the guy
(Belford) and he (Maroney) scored,”
explained Gropper. “We were a little
inefficient on our throwing and our
pick-off skills.”

“He had two key hits for us against
a tough lefty (Gropper). That’s a

good sign,” said Homm of Belford.
Highlander Frank Cavallo yanked

a single to right in the bottom of the
first, then Pete Caggiano crashed an
RBI double off the center field fence.
From that point, both Gropper and
Senatore pitched shutout ball until
the top of the fifth when Baumwoll,

No Loan Too Big, No Loan
Too Small…

Come to the Town Bank for your
commercial loan!

Here’s a partial list of our recent loans and lines of credit . . .
to businesses and organizations just like yours! 

520 South Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908)301-0800 • fax:(908)301-0843
www.townbank.com

I N S U R E D

Manufacturing
Company

$350,000
Equipment Loan

$500,000
Working Capital

Line of Credit

Retail Merchant

$250,000
Mortgage

$125,000
Term Loan

Medical
Professionals

$450,000
Equipment Loan

Law Practice

$250,000
Computer Loan

Construction
Development

$1,000,000
Mortgage

Retail Mall
Owner

$650,000
Mortgage

Non-Profit
Organization

$500,000
Working Capital Loan
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MCCURDY STARS FOR GIRLS, WHITNEY FOR BOYS

G. L. Girls Place First, Boys
Second at Highlander Relays

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

By FRED LECOMTE with assistance
from DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Led by Dana McCurdy, the Gover-
nor Livingston High School girls
track and field team captured first at
the Highlander Relays in Berkeley
Heights on April 21. The Highland-
ers out-pointed runner-up Roselle
Catholic, 109-101. McCurdy’s ef-
forts helped the Highlanders place
first in the 4x200 relay and the sprint
medley relay and second in the 4x100
shuttle relay.

On the 4x100, McCurdy, who
ran her leg in :13.3, teamed with
Kristen Batejan, Cara Abitante and
Jenell Crincoli to record a time of

:54.1.  Teamed with Tina
Fernandez, Abitante and Nicole
Boehmer in the 4x200, McCurdy
turned in a time of :27.5 and the
Highlanders won the event with a
time of 1:54.8. In the winning
sprint medley relay, which in-
cluded Batejan, Crincoli and Megs
DiDario, McCurdy was timed at
1:00.25 in her 400-meter leg.

Summing up her season so far,
McCurdy said, “The season has been
going perfectly for me. I have been
doing very well, placing high in all
of the meets and winning the MVC’s.”

Abitante, Fernandez, Arda Hotz
and Crincoli captured first in the
4x400 with a time of 4:36. The team

high jump was won by Maya Monroe
and Daria Szkwarko with a height of
9' 4". Szkwarko also took first in the
pole vault, clearing 9' 6". Monica
Turel, Karen Bocian and Amanda
Penabad won the shot put at 76' 10"
and Monroe, McCurdy, Bocian,
Szkwarko and Margy Goodspeed
took first in the field medley with a
total distance of 230' 9".

As to the team’s performance at
the Highlander Relays, McCurdy
added, “That was a pretty good four
by one (4x100). It’s kind of funny
running a shuttle race. It was a little
different. We feel good about it and
had a good time. A lot of the help,
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NARROWING THE GAP....Raider Ray Williams, left,
made up nearly 25 meters in the sprint medley relay and
nearly beat Justin Marquez of Old Bridge.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DIVING SAFELY BACK TO FIRST...Raider Dave Baumwoll dives back to first as Highlander first
baseman Tom Lallis receives the throw from pitcher Andrew Gropper.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FACE-DIVING SAFELY INTO THIRD...Blue Devil Adam Feinberg dives safely into third after Bret
Picaro’s single in the third inning. Head Coach Bob Brewster offers help.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSE RACE GOING INTO THE THIRD LEG...Blue Devil Rich Miller, right, hands off to Diano Reavis just before
Raider Mike Dixon gets the baton to Mike Franzone to begin the third leg of the 4x400 meter relay.


