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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Area Children Celebrate
‘Week of the Young Child’
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By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA -- The National Association
for the Education of Young Children
(NAEYC), the world’s largest early
childhood education association, des-
ignated the week of April 1 as the Week
of the Young Child.

Activities were planned by nursery
schools and other agencies throughout
the area in celebration of the week.

The Scotch Plains Baptist Christian
Nursery School and Kindergarten,
Scotch Plains, celebrated the Week of
the Young Child in conjunction with
April’s designation of Child Abuse Pre-
vention Month.

Each student made one blue ribbon
to wear and one to give to a parent to
wear in support of ending child abuse.

To celebrate the Week of the Young
Child, children attending Wesley Hall
Nursery School in Westfield were vis-
ited by a traveling zoo -the Party Ani-
mal Express from Gilbertville, Pa. The
attendees saw the exotic animals that
are part of the zoo.

The pre-school classes of the Scotch
Plains Fanwood Y held an open house
and art show at both the Red House on
1340 Martine Avenue and the Union
Catholic Facility at 1600 Martine Av-
enue on Wednesday, April 4.

Also, in honor of the Week of the
Young Child, the Y sponsored a Healthy
Kids Day on Saturday, April 7. The day
included opportunities for children and
their parents to learn about bike safety,
drug awareness and medical and den-

tal health.
The Y’s Grand Street Child Care

Facility will have the Quivers Pet Farm
visit later in the month.

St. Paul’s Preschool in Westfield held
a picnic for all their children on the
church lawn on April 4. Everyone
brought their own lunch and each class
brought a snack to share with every-
one.

Precious People Early Learning Cen-
ter in Westfield observed the Week of
the Young Child, as well as the season
of spring by doing a germination ex-
periment with lima beans. They also
studied earthworms by observing an
earthworm farm and the worm’s re-
sponses to light and dark.

Noah’s Ark in Westfield sponsored a
children’s clothing drive as part of their
celebration of the Week of the Young
Child. All clothing collected was de-
livered to Community Help in Park
Slope for distribution to homeless chil-
dren in Brooklyn.

The Westfield Y Pre School is cel-
ebrating young children the entire
month of April. They will be tie dying
tee shirts which they will wear when
they participate in the Balloon Parade
around Mindowaskin Park on Wednes-
day, April 25.

NAEYC has been celebrating the year
of the young child annually since 1971.
Its purpose is to bring the needs of
young children and their families to the
attention of the public. This year’s theme
was “Early Childhood: Where our Fu-
ture Begins.”

MUNCHING WITH THE MAYOR…On Friday, March 23, Nicholas Ertman
and Jackson O’Leary, first graders at Franklin Elementary School in Westfield,
enjoyed lunch at Town Hall with Mayor Gregory S. McDermott. The children
were picked up at school by Mayor McDermott and Westfield Police Officer
Mark Ciertial. They were driven to Town Hall in the squad car. Mayor
McDermott donated this lunch as part of a silent auction fundraiser to raise
money for new playground equipment at Franklin School. Pictured, left to right,
are: Mayor McDermott, Nicholas, Jackson and Officer Ciertial.

Family Safari Night Held
At McKinley Elementary

WESTFIELD – McKinley El-
ementary School students and their
parents recently participated in a
worldwide tour of 14 countries and
continents from Africa to Antarctica
during the school’s “Family Safari
Night.”

Travelers embarked on their jour-
neys from McKinley International
Airport, where they were issued pass-
ports, boarding passes and itinerar-
ies for eight different countries. At
each stop, students answered scav-
enger hunt questions and learned
about the food, language, customs,
and clothing of each country they
visited.

Highlights of the tour included
learning to eat rice with chopsticks
in China, writing kanji in Japan,
sampling Vegemite in Australia, and

meeting a leprechaun in Ireland. The
travelers also visited Botswana, Bra-
zil, England, Hungary, India, Italy,
Nepal, Saudi Arabia, Sweden and
the United States.

Students also learned about en-
dangered species and met real mem-
bers of the animal kingdom during
special presentations devoted to the
Earth’s non-human inhabitants.

Upon completion of their global
tour, all participants received a sou-
venir of their trip.

Safari Night was organized by
Chairwoman Helen Comba and
fourth grade teacher Noreen Quinn-
Foy, with the support and assistance
of over 50 McKinley School parents
and faculty members. The format
was based on the Family Science and
Math Nights held in previous years.

Roosevelt Intermediate Works
To Prevent Substance Abuse

WESTFIELD – Over 200 middle
school students and their adult men-
tors from 14 schools in Northern
New Jersey gathered at Roosevelt
Intermediate School in Westfield last
Thursday, April 5, to learn more
about substance use prevention in
the second annual “New Jersey Peer
to Peer Marches On” event.

President of the New Jersey Asso-
ciation of County Alliance Coordi-
nators Carol Galatioto was a guest
speaker who encouraged students to
stay involved in substance abuse pre-
vention in their communities beyond
middle school.

The program is currently imple-
mented in over 100 middle schools

WHS Finalists Announced
By Merit Scholarship Program

WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School seniors Victoria McCabe
and Christina Yang were recently
named finalists in the 2001 Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Program.
As finalists, Victoria and Christina
will each receive scholarships.

The competition, which is held
annually and involves over 16,000
high school students across the
nation, has presented scholarships
to Victoria and Christina on behalf
of the Avon Products Foundation
and the Schering-Plough Founda-
tion respectively, corporate spon-
sors of the program.

The WHS scholarship recipients,
along with six other WHS seniors,
were first designated as semi-fi-

nalists in the highly competitive
scholarship program in the fall
after achieving high scores during
their junior year at WHS on the
Preliminary SAT/National Merit
Scholarship Qualifying Test.

As high scorers in the state on that
test, the two finalists and the other
six semifinalists, together with other
semifinalists in the state, represented
less than 1 percent of New Jersey’s
entire 2001 graduating class.

WHS Principal Dr. Robert G. Petix
congratulated Victoria and Christina.
“Their performance at every level of
competition in this rigorous program,”
stated Dr. Petix, “reflects their im-
pressive capacity for scholarly com-
mitment and accomplishment.”

John Mahoney Awarded
Outstanding Teacher Title

John F. Mahoney

WESTFIELD – John F. Mahoney,
a 1965 graduate of Westfield High
School, will be awarded
the Washington Post
Agnes Meyer Outstand-
ing Teacher Award on
Monday, April 16.

The newspaper estab-
lished these awards to “rec-
ognize dedicated teachers
who have shown initiative,
creativity, and an excep-
tional degree of profession-
alism in teaching.”

Mr. Mahoney was one of
three high school teachers
and the only private or paro-
chial school teachers to receive the award.
He teaches mathematics at Sidwell
Friends School in Washington, D.C.

Last year, Mr. Mahoney also won
the Radio Shack National Teacher
Award and, in 1994, he won the
Presidential Award for Excellence in
Science and Mathematics Teaching.

Frequently, Mr. Mahoney speaks

nationally and internationally on the
use of graphing calculators for Texas

Instruments. He is also
a consultant for the Col-
lege Board. Next year,
he will teach mathemat-
ics in a District of Co-
lumbia public high
school.

Mr. Mahoney is the
son of Dr. and Mrs. John
F. Mahoney, and the
brother of Barbara
Brown, longtime resi-
dents of Westfield, who
live in the Brightwood
area. Mr. Mahoney’s

nieces, Megan and Katie Brown, at-
tend Westfield High School.

Pupils Earn Dean’s List
Credit at Marist College

SCOTCH PLAINS – Marist
College in Poughkeepsie, N.Y.
recently revealed the names of
students placed on the Dean’s
List for the fall 2000 semester.

Scotch Plains residents
Amanda C. Koscielecki, Jeremy
F. Koscielecki,  Nicole
Manziano, and Charles Rowe
were named to the list. Fanwood
resident Laura M. Kalnicky was
also placed on the list.

Amanda, a sophomore, and
Jeremy, a senior, are the daugh-
ter and son of Mr. and Mrs.
Frank Koscielecki.

Nicole, a freshman, is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Michael Manziano.

Charles, a freshman, is the
son of Mr. and Mrs. Tom Rowe.

Laura, a freshman, is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Den-
nis Kalnicky.

BON VOYAGE…Flight attendants Helen Comba and Jean Donohue greet travel-
ers Lesley and Andrew Rodriguez prior to their departure from McKinley
International Airport during McKinley Elementary School’s recent Family Safari
Night in Westfield. Students and their parents embarked on a global tour, stopping
at eight different countries to sample the world’s foods, cultures and languages.

that represent urban, suburban, and
rural districts from all regions in the
state.

Over the course of the day, middle
school student leaders showcased the
work they are doing in their schools
and learned from the prevention work
occurring in other schools across the
state. Students and adults also expe-
rienced a new prevention module
focused on issues and concerns re-
lated to transition from middle school
to high school.

424 Central Avenue, Westfield NJ 07090

Two and a half months is a long time to be on a hiatus 

from education. The Enrichment Center can help reinforce

learning in all subjects. Our state certified experienced 

teachers use games and creative projects to make summer

learning an enjoyable and productive experience.

Call 908-654-0110 to enroll or for a brochure.

Summer Classes 2001
Session 1: July 2–July 27 (Closed July 4)
Session 2: July 30–August 24
Resumes accepted from state certified teachers.

Elaine Sigal 
Owner & Director

Reading, Writing, Math, Science, and More
■ Remedial Classes
■ Gifted & Talented Classes
■ PSAT, SAT, SATII, College Prep

■ Private tutoring available 
■ State certified, experienced teachers
■ 4-8 students per class
■ Sessions offered 6 days a week

Grades K-8 & High School

Reinforce & Enrich
Your Child’s Learning
this Summer!

NOTICE

The Union County Board of Elections
will be canvassing and counting
the PROVISIONAL BALLOTS

on Friday April 20th, 2001,
used in the

SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION.

Processing will be conducted at
the Union County Board of Election office

at
271 North Broad Street,
Elizabeth, New Jersey

at 11:00 A.M.

IT’S A GIRL THING…Upswept, curly hairdos and painted nails were the trade-
mark of the day for the second grade Brownie Troop No. 711 of Wilson Elementary
School in Westfield. The girls recently visited the Union County Vocational-
Technical Schools in Scotch Plains as part of the Girl Scout Careers Try-it program.
The girls visited the Cosmetology School, where the students demonstrated their
acquired skills in hairdressing and nail polishing. Pictured, above, the girls show off
the end result of over an hour of curling and primping at the school.

FUN WITH EVERYDAY MATH…In an effort to inform and educate the parents
of students piloting the Every Day Math program in the Westfield school district,
Wilson Elementary School teachers and students provided a hands-on presenta-
tion of the program during a recent Parent Teacher Association (PTA) meeting.
Students from the second and fifth grades demonstrated various math techniques,
including games, which help to reinforce key concepts in the mathematics
program. Fifth graders, Rachel Iannazzone, left, and Stefanie Crosta are pictured
playing “Factor Captor.” In this game, students practiced finding factors of
numbers. The pupils are also focusing on prime and composite numbers.

Send Education News to:
michelle@goleader.com

You are cordially invited to attend
A Spring Concert of Lively Symphonic Music

Orchestra of St. Peter by the Sea

with
Priest-Conductor

Rev. Alphonse
Stephenson

Saturday,
April 21, 8 p.m.

Union Catholic High School
1600 Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains

to benefit

Youth and Family Counseling Service
Tickets: Outlets:Lancaster’s, Westfield;
General Admission $26 Irma’s Hallmark, Fanwood
Seniors (65) $23 Nuts’n Plenty, Scotch Plains
Students (18 and under) $10 Bayberry Gift Shop, Mountainside
Patron, preferred seating $50 Country Squire, Clark

Call (908) 233-2042 for information


