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Dr. Foley Details Increases
In School Spending Plan

Dr. William J. Foley

By DR. WILLIAM J. FOLEY

For the past several budgets we have
made enormous strides in reducing class
size, introducing technology and
strengthening our curriculum. We were
able to make these improvements and
stay within the state-mandated budget
cap because our fixed costs and salary
increases were low.

Health insurance increases over the
past several years were 3 percent and the
retirements of senior teach-
ers allowed us to replace
them with lower paid teach-
ers.

Unfortunately, cost in-
creases on these items and
many others have made the
2001-2002 budget one of
the most difficult I have
ever had to put together.
Here are some of our chal-
lenges:

1. Health Insurance —
Although we always bud-
get for health insurance
(last year’s amount was a 3 percent
increase), health insurance is now expe-
riencing a record 2 percent per month
increase by industry standards. There-
fore, we are compelled to budget a 20
percent increase or approximately
$950,000 for health insurance increases
in the 2001-2002 school year. This is
more than 50 percent of the state allow-
able budget cap increase.

2. Utilities — As you all know this
year’s heating bills have skyrocketed.
So have the increases at the gas stations.
Again, what was normally a 3 percent
increase in school utilities, must now be
budgeted at 40 percent.

3. Special Education — An integral
part of our educational process, special
education has nonetheless been a budget
amount over which we have limited con-
trol. Many of our disabled children are
transported out-of-district to specialized
schools.

The average increase for this type of
private school tuition is over 10 percent.
When I add in other special education
tuition increases, the cost of related ser-
vices and additional special education
teachers, our costs have increased by 21
percent or approximately $1.1 million.

4. Personnel — In addition to salary
increases for existing staff of around 3.4
percent, we need additional staff to ac-
commodate the increased enrollment at
the high school, intermediate and el-
ementary schools totaling $625,500. The
new teachers and the paraprofessionals
that we hired in September due to in-
creased enrollment and/or special edu-
cation needs are also carried over into
the 2001-2002 budget in the amount of
$775,000.

When you add all of these costs to-
gether it is a little easier to understand
why we were so far over cap and how a
second question became essential to pre-
serving our academic programs. The
Board of Education has approved a 6.6
percent increase in the 2001-2002 bud-
get. This includes a second question

totaling $1,464,067.
If it’s any consolation, we are not the

only school district facing these increases
and offering a second question to voters.
In fact, four districts in Union County
are opting to do so. It is interesting to
note that in Union County, Westfield has
one of the lowest per pupil costs among
suburban districts. Our per pupil cost
also ranks below the state average. We
have a lower per pupil costs because we

take into consideration that
more than 85 percent of our
financial support is from resi-
dents’ tax dollars. We continue
to be sensitive to the taxpayer,
while focusing on the educa-
tional needs of our students.

Many other districts have the
luxury of ratables or significant
state aid to offset their taxes and
increase their budgets accord-
ingly.

The items in the second ques-
tion are meeting significant
needs of our students. They are

not options, and if the second question is
not approved, the entire package is lost
for a school year, including: new teach-
ers, elementary and middle school guid-
ance counselors, elementary foreign lan-
guage, textbooks, computer specialists
& high school television studio techni-
cian, the Director of Technology posi-
tion, eighth grade sports, field mainte-
nance, computer upgrades, graphing
calculators, the Primary Enrichment pro-
gram, some high school electives, ath-
letic supplies and co-curricular activi-
ties.

The 2001-2002 budget represents a
12 cent increase in new taxes and the 6
cents already approved in the bond elec-
tion, for a total of 18 cents. For an
average home in Westfield, the increase
in school taxes will be approximately
$324.

The good news is that we are not
allowing the budget cap to prevent us
from doing what we believe is important
to students. We are planning to extend
the elementary foreign language pro-
gram into the fourth grade, implement a
new math curriculum, purchase new text
books at the intermediate level in for-
eign language and social studies, up-
grade computers in the high school and
intermediate schools’ libraries, complete
roofing projects, provide additional staff
to deal with enrollment increases, and
acquire the equipment and personnel to
maintain safe school playing fields.

There are always hard choices to be
made when we develop a school budget.
We need to balance the cost of new
programs with concerns from the larger
community about high property taxes. I
believe the budget adopted by the board
strikes an appropriate balance between
educational needs and fiscal responsi-
bility. What really matters is what resi-
dents decide on April 17. I urge you to
cast your vote on Election Day.

*  *  *  *  *
Dr. William J. Foley is Superinten-

dent of the Westfield Public Schools.

District Faced Another Tough
Year In Preparing Its Budget

Dr. Carol B. Choye

By DR. CAROL B. CHOYE

It seems that the job of building a
school budget, like building a budget for
your home or business, never gets any
easier! In Scotch Plains-Fanwood, our
principals, supervisors, and central ad-
ministrators have been hard at the pro-
cess of budget-building since late last
spring, and their efforts have resulted in
the budget which will be presented to the
public on Tuesday, April 17.

Along the way, there has been exten-
sive discussion and “gnashing of teeth”
as several outside factors have
added to the usual budget
woes.

Our annual planning always
focuses first on the instruc-
tional needs of our students.
For next year, we have in-
creased allocations to lease/
purchase computer hardware
and software, to buy new
musical instruments for our
ever-expanding K-12 pro-
gram, and to begin a five-year
plan to provide needed instru-
ment repair. We will be adding a half-
time Kindergarten teacher, a half-time
nurse at the high school, an additional
“Reading Recovery” teacher (half-time
at Evergreen), and an additional world
language teacher as we expand our el-
ementary world language program
(State-mandated without “State pay”).
But these “program enhancements” are
modest in comparison to changes in the
budget which have resulted from vari-
ous market forces! Special education
costs, including tuitions, are up and dif-
ficult to anticipate.

Utilities costs are on the upswing.
Costs for medical benefits are rising.
And while anticipated state aid is up
over last year, in part due to a significant

“academic achievement reward” based
on test scores at our middle and high
schools, the state provides only slightly
more funding to the district than it did in
1989-1990 when we had 1,000 fewer
students. Local taxpayers, as usual, are
left to support 90 percent of the budget
from property taxes.

All things considered, and ever mind-
ful of the financial pressures on local
residents, the board has proposed a cost-
conscious 2001-2002 school budget of
$50,287,302 which is up 5.47 percent

over the current budget.
As a regional school dis-

trict, however, school costs
are shared by Scotch Plains
and Fanwood based on a state
formula. The varying appor-
tionment of costs, differing
tax rates, and different tax
collection systems often re-
sult in tax impacts which are
very different in the two mu-
nicipalities. This year is no
exception and, in a reversal
from last year when Fanwood

residents were hit hard, anticipated tax
increases are higher for Scotch Plains
residents with this budget.

We have had our work cut out for us in
the last weeks as we have explained the
budget and its costs to the public. Our
goal has been to help every resident cast
an informed vote in the school election
on April 17.

We have made that effort knowing
that beyond the cold hard numbers, there
are 4,700 youngsters who are counting
on us to provide the kind of schools they
need and deserve.

*  *  *  *  *
Dr. Carol B. Choye is Superintendent

of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public
Schools.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-17990-00

THE DIME SAVINGS BANK OF NEW
YORK, FSB, PLAINTIFF vs. LUCY ARAUJO
AND MR. ARAUJO, HUSBAND OF LUCY
ARAUJO; ET ALS, DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED FEBRUARY 01, 2001 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of execu-
tion to me directed I shall expose for sale by
public vendue, at the Union County Adminis-
tration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown
Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY THE 9TH DAY OF MAY
A.D., 2001 at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have
20% of their bid available in cash or certified
check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
TWENTY SEVEN THOUSAND SIX-HUN-
DRED TWENTY EIGHT & 75/100
($127,628.75).

The property to be sold is located in the
CITY of ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY 07208,
County of UNION and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 119 ELM STREET,
ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY 07208.

Tax Lot No. 383 in Block No. 13.
Dimension of Lot: approximately 25.00

feet wide by 171.38 feet long
Nearest Cross Street: Cherry Street
Situated at a point on the northerly side-

line of Elm Street distance approximately
211.31 feet westerly from its intersection
with the westerly sideline of Cherry Street.

There is due approximately the sum of
ONE-HUNDRED THIRTY THREE THOU-
SAND FOUR-HUNDRED SEVENTY NINE
& 30/100 ($133,479.30) together with lawful
interest and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

FEIN SUCH KAHN & SHEPARD, P.C.
Suite 201
7 Century Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054
CH-755803 (WL)
4 T - 4/12, 4/19, 4/26
& 5/3/01 Fee: $187.68

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-10921-00

WEICHERT FINANCIAL SERVICES,
PLAINTIFF vs. HAROLD R. GETTING, ET
AL., DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED FEBRUARY 07, 2001 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of execu-
tion to me directed I shall expose for sale by
public vendue, at the Union County Adminis-
tration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown
Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY THE 9TH DAY OF MAY
A.D., 2001 at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have
20% of their bid available in cash or certified
check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
EIGHTY SEVEN THOUSAND ONE-HUN-
DRED FORTY THREE & 42/100
($187,143.42).

The property to be sold is located in the
Town of Westfield in the County of Union,
New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 102 Cedar Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

Tax Lot No. 7 in Block No. 4908
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 76

feet wide by 96 feet long
Nearest Cross Street: Situate on the south-

easterly side of Cedar Street and the north-
easterly line of Central Avenue.

There is due approximately the sum of
ONE-HUNDRED NINETY NINE THOU-
SAND FIVE-HUNDRED THIRTY NINE &
59/100 ($199,539.59) together with lawful
interest and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

ZUCKER GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN,
ATTORNEYS
1139 Spruce Drive
PO Box 1024
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092-0024
1-908-233-8500
File No. XWZ L 42855
CH-755808 (WL)
4 T - 4/12, 4/19, 4/26
& 5/3/01 Fee: $187.68

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-002495-98

SOVEREIGN BANK, FSB, PLAINTIFF
vs. JOSEPH E. SHEPPARD, ET AL., DE-
FENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED FEBRUARY 02, 2001 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of execu-
tion to me directed I shall expose for sale by
public vendue, at the Union County Adminis-
tration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown
Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY THE 9TH DAY OF MAY
A.D., 2001 at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have
20% of their bid available in cash or certified
check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is ELEVEN THOU-
SAND SEVEN-HUNDRED THREE & 59/
100 ($11,703.59).

The property to be sold is located in the
CITY of ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY 07201,
County of UNION and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 1028 BOUDINOT
PLACE, ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY 07201.

Tax Lot No. 44 in Block No. 9.
Dimension of Lot: approximately irregular

32.91 feet wide by 104.10 feet long
Nearest Cross Street: Catherine Street
Situated at a point on the southwesterly

sideline of Boudinot Place distance approxi-
mately 135.81 feet southeasterly from its
intersection with the southeasterly sideline
of Catherine Street.

There is due approximately the sum of
THIRTEEN THOUSAND THREE-HUN-
DRED THIRTY EIGHT & 59/100
($13,338.59) together with lawful interest
and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

FEIN SUCH KAHN & SHEPARD, P.C.
Suite 201
7 Century Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054
CH-755807 (WL)
4 T - 4/12, 4/19, 4/26
& 5/3/01 Fee: $185.64

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOARD OF EDUCATION

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Board of Education of the Westfield School
District, Union County, New Jersey, at the
Board of Education, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, for the following
supplies, equipment or services:

BID FOR:
B02-09 DATA PROCESSING/
COMPUTER SUPPLIES FOR

THE 2001-2002 SCHOOL YEAR

BIDS DUE:
APRIL 26, 2001 AT 11:30 A.M.

The bids will be received at the Adminis-
tration Building 302 Elm Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090, on the date and at the
time indicated, and then publicly opened
and read aloud.

Bids must be in strict compliance with
specifications. Bids must be made on the
proposal forms in the manner designated.
Proposals must be endorsed on the outside
of the sealed envelope, with the name of
the bidder, the bidder’s address and the
name of the supplies, equipment, or ser-
vices for which the bid is submitted. It is
understood and agreed that proposals may
be delivered before the time or at the place
specified for opening. The Board of Educa-
tion assumes no responsibility for bids mailed
or misdirected in delivery.

The Board of Education of the Town of
Westfield, in Union County, New Jersey,
reserves the right to accept or reject any
and/or all bids for the whole or any part and
waive any informalities in the interest of the
Board of Education. No bid may be with-
drawn for a period of sixty (60) days after the
date set for the opening thereof.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.18A:18A-
1 et. seq., pertaining to the “Public School
Contracts Law”.

Bidders are required to comply with the re-
quirements of P.L. 1975, C.127, (NJAC 17:27).

By order of the Town of Westfield Board
of Education, Union County, New Jersey.

Robert A. Berman
Board Secretary

1 T – 4/12/01, The Leader Fee: $44.88

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

SEALED PROPOSALS WILL BE RE-
CEIVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL
OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD AT THE
MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 425 EAST BROAD
STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY,
AT 10:00 A.M., PREVAILING TIME ON
MONDAY, APRIL 23, 2001 FOR A

USER-FEE BASED RESIDENTIAL
CLEANUP PROGRAM FOR BULKY

HOUSEHOLD WASTE.
PROPOSALS SHALL BE IN WRITING

ON THE FORMS FURNISHED AND MUST
BE DELIVERED AT THE PLACE AND BE-
FORE THE HOUR ABOVE MENTIONED,
AND MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY A CER-
TIFIED CHECK, OR BID BOND, PAYABLE
TO THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD, IN THE
AMOUNT OF $500.00. EACH BID MUST
ALSO BE ACCOMPANIED BY A SURETY
COMPANY CERTIFICATE STATING THAT
SAID SURETY COMPANY WILL PROVIDE
THE BIDDER WITH THE REQUIRED PER-
FORMANCE BOND IN THE FULL AMOUNT
OF THE CONTRACT, BY A NON-COLLU-
SION AFFIDAVIT AND A CONTRACTOR’S
QUALIFICATION STATEMENT, AND A
STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP, ON THE
FORMS INCLUDED IN, AND EXPLAINED
IN THE CONTRACT DOCUMENTS.

BIDDERS MUST COMPLY WITH ALL
PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 127 PL 1975
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LAW AGAINST
DISCRIMINATION (AFFIRMATIVE AC-
TION), AND MUST PAY WORKMEN THE
PREVAILING WAGE RATES PROMUL-
GATED BY THE NEW JERSEY DEPART-
MENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY FOR
THIS PROJECT, COPIES OF WHICH
ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE
TOWN ENGINEER.

SPECIFICATIONS MAY BE SEEN OR
PROCURED AT THE OFFICE OF THE
TOWN ENGINEER, PUBLIC WORKS
CENTER, 959 NORTH AVENUE WEST,
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY. THE
MAYOR AND COUNCIL RESERVE THE
RIGHT TO REJECT ANY AND ALL BIDS,
IF IN THE INTEREST OF THE TOWN, IT
IS DEEMED ADVISABLE TO DO SO.

KENNETH B. MARSH
TOWN ENGINEER

1 T – 4/12/01, The Leader Fee: $46.41

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-15994-00

NUTMEG FEDERAL, PLAINTIFF vs.
GABANIEL BRAVO, ET AL., DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED JANUARY 18, 2001 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of ex-
ecution to me directed I shall expose for sale
by public vendue, at the Union County Ad-
ministration Building, 1st Floor, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jer-
sey on WEDNESDAY THE 18TH DAY OF
APRIL A.D., 2001 at two o’clock in the
afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in
cash or certified check at the conclusion of
the sales.

The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
FIFTY EIGHT THOUSAND FOUR-HUN-
DRED FORTY & 01/100 ($158,440.01).

The property to be sold is located in the
City of Elizabeth in the County of Union,
New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 446 First Avenue,
Elizabeth, New Jersey 07206

Tax Lot No. 22 in Block B.
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 25

feet wide by 103 feet long
Nearest Cross Street: Situate on the west-

erly sideline of First Avenue from the south-
erly sideline of South 5th Street.

There is due approximately the sum of
ONE-HUNDRED SIXTY SEVEN THOU-
SAND FORTY TWO & 08/100
($167,042.08) together with lawful interest
and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

ZUCKER GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN,
ATTORNEYS
1139 Spruce Drive
PO Box 1024
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092-0024
1-908-233-8500
File No.: XWZ L 43111
CH-755778 (WL)
4 T - 3/22, 3/29, 4/5
& 4/12/01 Fee: $183.60

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-18491-99

FIRST NATIONWIDE MORTGAGE
CORPORATION, PLAINTIFF vs. JAMAL
EDWARDS & MRS. JAMAL EDWARDS,
H/W, DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED SEPTEMBER 26, 2000 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of execu-
tion to me directed I shall expose for sale by
public vendue, at the Union County Adminis-
tration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown
Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY THE 2ND DAY OF MAY
A.D., 2001 at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have
20% of their bid available in cash or certified
check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
FOURTEEN THOUSAND TWENTY
FOUR & 76/100 ($114,024.76).

The property to be sold is located in the
CITY OF ELIZABETH in the County of
UNION, and the State of New Jersey.

COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 38 DELA-
WARE STREET, ELIZABETH, NEW
JERSEY 07207

TAX LOT NO.: 166 BLOCK NO.: 5
Dimensions of the Lot are (approximately)

25 feet wide by 100 feet long.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Situated

on the SOUTHERLY side of DELAWARE
STREET, distant 125.00 feet from the
WESTERLY side of MERRITT AVENUE.

There is due approximately the sum of ONE-
HUNDRED TWENTY THREE THOUSAND
TWENTY NINE & 03/100 ($123,029.03) to-
gether with lawful interest and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

PETILLO & WALTERS, P.A.
- ATTORNEYS AT LAW
Suite 300
1170 Route 22 East
Bridgewater, New Jersey 08807-2926
CH-755615 (WL)
4 T - 4/5, 4/12, 4/19
& 4/26/01 Fee: $185.64

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOARD OF EDUCATION

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Board of Education of the Westfield School
District, Union County, New Jersey, at the
Board of Education, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, for the following
supplies, equipment or services:

BID FOR:
B02-08 COPIER SUPPLIES FOR
THE 2001-2002 SCHOOL YEAR

BIDS DUE:
APRIL 26, 2001 AT 11:00 A.M.

The bids will be received at the Adminis-
tration Building 302 Elm Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090, on the date and at the
time indicated, and then publicly opened
and read aloud.

Bids must be in strict compliance with
specifications. Bids must be made on the
proposal forms in the manner designated.
Proposals must be endorsed on the outside
of the sealed envelope, with the name of
the bidder, the bidder’s address and the
name of the supplies, equipment, or ser-
vices for which the bid is submitted. It is
understood and agreed that proposals may
be delivered before the time or at the place
specified for opening. The Board of Educa-
tion assumes no responsibility for bids mailed
or misdirected in delivery.

The Board of Education of the Town of
Westfield, in Union County, New Jersey,
reserves the right to accept or reject any
and/or all bids for the whole or any part and
waive any informalities in the interest of the
Board of Education. No bid may be with-
drawn for a period of sixty (60) days after the
date set for the opening thereof.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.18A:18A-
1 et. seq., pertaining to the “Public School
Contracts Law”.

Bidders are required to comply with the re-
quirements of P.L. 1975, C.127, (NJAC 17:27).

By order of the Town of Westfield Board
of Education, Union County, New Jersey.

Robert A. Berman
Board Secretary

1 T – 4/12/01, The Leader Fee: $44.37

‘Smart Discipline’ Offers Alternative
To Punishing Kids for Disobedience

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — How would
you like to get your kids to stop
fighting, clean their rooms, be re-
spectful, get to bed on time and never
have to yell at them for anything ever
again? Sound too good to be true?
Not according to Westfield resident
and lecturer, Molly McCloskey, also
known on the nationally syndicated
television show Romper Room as
Miss Molly.

Mrs. McCloskey explained in a
seminar at School One Elementary
in Scotch Plains, on Wednesday, April
4, a systematic approach to turning
little devils into little angels. The
program, called “Smart Discipline
for Parents,” was developed by Loui-
siana family therapist and author,
Larry Koenig and according to hun-
dreds of lecturers, nationwide, it
works.

The program uses a system of privi-
leges and consequences for violating
family rules in an organized and
clearly written-out manner, so that
kids know exactly what is expected
of them. Mrs. McCloskey said that
the system teaches children that their
behavior elicits privileges and con-
sequences, just like in the real world
and keeps parents from reaching their
breaking point.

Parents are instructed to make a

list of “kiddie crimes” and then, us-
ing charts, keep track of infractions,
with a different list, tailored to each
child.

After incurring a certain number
of free mistakes, the consequences
start coming. This method elimi-
nates the “oh, I forgot” and the “but
I didn’t know” as well as the “but
that’s not fair” excuses. Mrs.
McCloskey taught the audience of
about 50 parents that this system can
be adapted to any age group, includ-
ing kids who can’t read yet, and even
those kids in their 20’s and 30’s who
can’t seem to move out.

She claimed that schools have
complimented her on having the
“most well-behaved kids in the
school.”

“I don’t yell anymore; all I have to
do is show them the pen and the chart
and they know what’s coming.”

And, Mrs. McCloskey said, “they
like it.” After awhile, children get
very enthused about the program as
a challenge to behave better, she
pointed out.

If parents do a minimum of three
months on this program, they will
see results, Mrs. McCloskey stated.

“We wouldn’t be here tonight, if
what you were currently doing was
working,” she joked.

Very important to the success of
the program and the second half of
the lecture, Mrs. McCloskey devoted
to the subject of raising children’s
self-esteem. Telling children about
their successes, talents and skills is
just as important as pointing out their
mistakes, Mrs. McCloskey said.

During the break, parents could
purchase a number of books on Smart
Discipline as well as on related top-
ics, such as having a happy family,
raising self-esteem, ending homework
hassles and losing weight, by a vari-
ety of authors. Smart Discipline charts
were also available for purchase.

For more information about Smart
Discipline, please visit their Web
site at: www.smartdiscipline.com,
which also has a list of lecture places
and dates.

The next Smart Discipline semi-
nar being given by Mrs. McCloskey
will be held at J. Ackerman Coles
Elementary School in Scotch Plains
on Wednesday, April 18, at 7:30 p.m.

WESTFIELD — The official cer-
emony to celebrate the opening of
the broadcast center in the Westfield
Municipal building of WCT-36,
Westfield’s community access cable
channel, will be held at 7:30 p.m. on

Tuesday, April 24. Mayor Gregory S.
McDermott, accompanied by sev-
eral Town Council members, will
officially open the new facility.

An Open House will be held from
4 to 10 p.m. on that date to which all
those interested are invited. Refresh-
ments will be served.

The center features newly installed
automation and bulletin board equip-
ment, computers with graphics pro-
grams, and will soon be gearing up
with cameras and editing equipment
for producing community videos.
Westfield High School students will
continue to use their television
studio’s advanced technology to pro-
duce and air videos for TV-36 in
partnership with programs originat-
ing from the new center.

Volunteers are being asked to sign

up for a variety of jobs at the new
facility in areas including graphics,
clerical duties, production assistance,
research, maintenance of a database,
as well as actual video production.

Westfielders of all ages will soon
have access to computers, cameras,
graphics and editing equipment for
producing community videos. A
schedule of training sessions will be
announced giving all interested in
making videos the opportunity to
learn the basics of camera operation
and additional information concern-
ing television production.

Use of these facilities will be given
to those who have trained with the
new equipment to tape subjects of
interest to the town, as well as sub-
jects of interest to the video makers
themselves.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD
Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-

NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing granted
approval to Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Santosalvo
for minor, preliminary and final subdivision
on the property at 218/226 Tillotson Road,
Fanwood, New Jersey being Block No. 47
Lot No. 54A.

Documents pertaining to this application
are available for public inspection at the
Borough Hall during normal business hours.

Robert Kraus, Esq.
Leib, Kraus, Grispin & Roth

328 Park Avenue
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

Attorney for: Thomas
& Evelyn Santosalvo
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WCT-TV 36 to Hold Grand Opening
At New Broadcast Center on April 24

Lorrie Jairdullo Is Newest
Member of F-SP Rotary Club

NEWEST ROTARIAN...Lorrie Jairdullo is welcomed into the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Club by Dr. Richard W. Dobyns, Co-Chairman of the club’s
Membership Committee.

FANWOOD — Lorrie Jairdullo
was inducted as the newest member
of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ro-
tary Club on April 4.

Dr. Richard W. Dobyns, Co-Chair-
man of the Membership Committee,
conducted the induction ceremony and
then introduced her to the members.

Mrs. Jairdullo is the Branch Man-
ager of Valley National Bank of
Scotch Plains and a member of the
bank’s staff since 1975. She is active
in many groups including the Scotch
Plains Business & Professional As-
sociation and the Central Jersey
Chamber of Commerce.

She is a board member of the
Michael W. Zawrotnak Scholarship
Fund, and the Girl Scouts and Boy
Scouts of America.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ro-
tary Club, which meets on Wednes-
days at Park Place Restaurant, is
comprised of business men and
women with high educational
backgrounds, cultural, economic
and professional positions that ren-
der specialized services to benefit
others.

Interested new members are wel-
come to  join and can call Dr. Dobyns
at (908) 232-3321.


