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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Scotch Plains Must Begin
To Look At Capital Plant

By GERI M. SAMUEL

Each year, the manager of a munici-
pality such as ours prepares an executive
budget which he or she proposes to the
Township Council for recommendation.
The council then works through the num-
bers, and either agrees with the increase
in taxes suggested by the manager or
makes another policy deci-
sion.

So although the council
makes the policy decision
on how much to increase
the taxes, the manager pre-
pares the budget. It is a sepa-
ration of powers familiar to
us in all forms of govern-
ment.

Over the past 10 years in
Scotch Plains, there has been
an average increase of ap-
proximately three tax
points. (It is actually 11
years, because the time period stretches
from 1990 through 2000.) In 1990, the
manager recommended an increase of
nine and the Township Council passed
eight.

In 1996, the manager recommended
an increase of eight to nine points and
the council passed a four-point tax in-
crease. In 1999, the manager recom-
mended an 11-point increase, and the
council passed a five-point increase.
This year the manager recommended a
nine-point increase; the council intro-
duced four on Tuesday, March 27, and
will pass the budget with a four-point
increase at the end of April.

The entire council is supporting this
budget. We realize that the county is
raising taxes this year and that the school
board is also recommending a signifi-
cant increase. We all felt that this would
be the only fair approach to take in light
of the other increases. We hope that we
will make back the surplus we are us-
ing.

But, what about our capital budget
and our capital plant? What is our capi-
tal plant? It is our roads, sewers, build-
ings and other property the township
owns. The Municipal Building was com-
pleted in 1974. We have made no sig-
nificant repairs or improvements to that
building.

During a significant rainstorm, it rains
in the manager’s office and the mayor’s

office. It also rains in the dispatch area
of the police department. The Public
Works Department has gutters inside of
its building to take the water away dur-
ing a rainstorm. Is this how we maintain
the capital plant? We have some money
in our capital improvement budget. But,
we do not have enough to pay for a new

roof on the Municipal Build-
ing.

We could go out for a bond,
but then that puts an added bur-
den on our taxpayers and we do
not want to do that. We main-
tain our roadways particularly
well. We often can obtain
money from the state for road-
way repairs such as we have
been doing along Rahway Road.

But we need to put away
sufficient dollars in the capital
improvement budget in order
to be able to make repairs on an

as needed basis in order to avoid having
to go out for a large bond in a few years
to make these repairs. How do we do
that? We take a portion of the surplus
and put that money into the capital im-
provement budget. That way, we can
pay for improvements as they are needed
and not wait for the structure to com-
pletely fall apart.

I am all for giving people back or
holding the tax rate, but our capital plant
is the only asset that we have. You
wouldn’t let the roof go on your house so
that it damaged the inside, would you?
Well, that is what we are doing to our
capital plant. We are not fixing prob-
lems as they need to be fixed. I know that
other members of the council will say
that it is your money. And it is. But, how
much more are you willing to pay if we
have to go out for a significant bond in a
few years to fix the buildings and sewers
and other parts of our capital plant? That
is the question you have to ask your-
selves.

We must stop playing political foot-
ball with our tax rate, and be willing to
pay for needed repairs to the capital
plant in order to keep the tax rate
stable.

*  *  *  *  *
Geri M. Samuel is serving her third

year on the Scotch Plains Township
Council. She was Mayor in 1999.

Geri M. Samuel

By PAULETTE F. CORONATO

Recently, the Scotch Plains Township
Council passed a resolution urging the
State Legislature to pass a bill with bi-
partisan support that calls for the con-
vening of a constitutional convention for
the express purpose of reforming the
property tax. The two sponsors of this
proposal are Senator Bill Schluter (R-
Hunterdon) and Senator John Adler (D-
Camden).

This bill calls for the entire revenue
stream such as; income tax, sales tax,
business tax, property tax, and other
taxes available to the state, be
evaluated for restructuring
and adjusting so that the bur-
den of the property tax may
be reduced.

If this proposal is ap-
proved in Trenton, then the
question of holding a con-
stitutional convention for
property tax reform would
be placed on the ballot in
November for the voters to
decide. If it is approved by
the voters, then delegates
would be elected the fol-
lowing March and a convention would
convene in April 2002. The reforms
proposed by the delegates would be
placed back on the ballot in the form of
a public referendum to be voted on in
November 2002.

Recently, there was a legal opinion
rendered that a constitutional conven-
tion can be limited to the single issue of
property tax reform if the voters autho-
rize what is contained in Senators
Schluter and Adler’s bill.

There have been numerous editori-
als and newspaper articles as well as
municipal resolutions calling for mean-
ingful property tax reform. Taxpayers
have been realizing some property tax
relief in the form of homestead rebates
and larger NJ Saver payments, and
though this is needed and welcomed, it
does not address the greater need of
reforming a very regressive tax on prop-
erty.

On the municipal level, mayors and
councils work diligently with town ad-
ministrators to control costs of conduct-
ing local business and providing their
communities with essential services. In
most instances, the municipal budgets
are the smallest portion of the collected
tax revenue, greatly surpassed by the
budgets of the boards of education and
the counties.

But since the municipality is the con-
duit for collecting and dispersing taxes,
it is often the municipal officials that
are in the forefront for blame when
local property taxes are increased. Yet,
these same officials are helpless in
changing a system that they did not
create.

Reliance on property taxes as the
largest source of revenue to fund school
districts and local and county govern-
ments is unfair and inequitable. It places
an onerous burden on middle-income
families and senior citizens living on
fixed incomes in homes that many can
no longer afford to maintain. It is re-

Time Has Come to Reform
Property Taxes in New Jersey

Paulette F. Coronato

gressive because it reverts to the Colo-
nial time when the property owner was
wealthy. Today, most property owners
are not the “wealthy.”

This fall, we will be electing a new
governor and the entire legislature is up
for reelection. This is the perfect oppor-
tunity to place a referendum on the bal-
lot for the purpose of a constitutional
convention for property tax reform. The
time has come for us to eliminate the
inequities that exist in the current sys-
tem and to look for alternatives that
lessen our dependence on property taxes

to fund local government ser-
vices and school districts.

It will not be easy and it
might not be popular with ev-
eryone but we can no longer
afford to ignore the complex
problems and the negative con-
sequences of the archaic prop-
erty tax system that exists in
New Jersey. The time has come
and the time is now for prop-
erty tax reform!

*  *  *  *  *
Paulette F. Coronato serves

on the Scotch Plains Town-
ship Council.

Town Needs to Move Ahead
On Affordable Housing Plan
For Cacciola Neighborhood

By CLAIRE LAZAROWITZ
To measure the success of any com-

munity, one must look at how its diverse
elements hang together as a whole.

In Westfield, we have al-
ways done a pretty good
job, as the 2000 census re-
veals. Our residents are
white, black, Hispanic,
Asian, Indian and from
many other races and na-
tional origins, and are indi-
viduals who are rich, poor
and in between. But main-
taining such diversity does
not always occur by chance,
and one of the most impor-
tant ways we can insure a
socioeconomically diverse
citizenry is by insuring that there is
quality housing in Westfield for all
income levels.

For many years, the neighborhood in
and around Cacciola Place has been
providing housing for those individuals
of lesser financial means. It has been
home to folks like Mary Withers and
Walter Sawyer, whose charming well
cared for homes, while not huge, give
them a stake in their community.

But as a result of commercial and
residential redevelopment along Cen-
tral Avenue near Cacciola Place, Walter,
Mary and many others in that neighbor-
hood are worried that further redevel-
opment could push home and rental
prices higher and signal an end to the
vibrant Cacciola Place neighborhood.
This concern is understandable, given
the neighborhood’s proximity to down-
town Westfield, train and bus com-
muter lines and the town’s general de-
sirability.

That is why, as councilwoman repre-

senting the Cacciola Place neighbor-
hood, I strongly support and have worked
to win the Town of Westfield’s applica-
tion for a State of New Jersey Neighbor-

hood Preservation Grant for
the Cacciola Place/Central Av-
enue neighborhood. Secondly,
I support efforts by the
Westfield Planning Board to
evaluate the entire area around
Central and South Avenues and
Grove Street to insure that any
redevelopment happens in an
appropriate manner.

And finally, I also support
efforts by the area’s residents,
The Westfield Neighborhood
Council, members of the local
ministerium and others to pre-

serve the Cacciola Place neighborhood
by means of the construction and reha-
bilitation of housing designed for lower-
income residents. This effort, still in its
early planning stages, would insure that
those currently residing on Cacciola
Place will not be displaced by continued
redevelopment along Central Avenue. It
will also insure that Westfield remains a
socially and economically diverse town,
one that welcomes people of all income
levels.

Please contact me, Claire Lazarowitz
(908) 232-9439, or Ezella Johnson, Ex-
ecutive Director of the Westfield Neigh-
borhood Council, (908) 233-2772, if
you would like to find out more or
volunteer your time to the Cacciola Place
affordable housing initiative.

*  *  *  *  *
Claire Lazarowitz was named to fill

an unexpired seat representing the Third
Ward on the Town Council in 2000 and
was elected to a full two-year term this
past November.

Claire Lazarowitz

Grant Funding Keeps
Westfield Taxes Down

By PETER ECHAUSSE

One of the main responsibilities of
town government is to provide for the
needs of its residents at the lowest pos-
sible cost. It’s a difficult balance to
provide quality police and fire
service, beautiful parks and
safe streets while keeping the
property tax burden as stable
as possible.

This year, Westfield tax-
payers will see only a modest
rise of one cent in the munici-
pal tax rate, a testament to the
Town Council’s fiscal disci-
pline and prudent planning.
One of the tools we have used
to keep taxes stable are state
and federal grants, and we
will use them again this year to provide
for Westfield’s diverse needs.

Last year,  Mayor Gregory S.
McDermott obtained a $50,000 state
grant to be put to use toward field main-
tenance, and just a few months ago, the
Town Council applied for a $25,000
grant to help finance beautification
projects for one of our parks. This spring,
as Chairman of the Public Safety Com-
mittee, I will be working closely with
Fire Chief John Castellano to pursue
grants for our fire department through
the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA).

For this fiscal year, FEMA has ap-
propriated $90 million to be made avail-
able directly to local fire departments
throughout the country. There are about
32,000 fire departments in the United
States and with 1,500 grants being
awarded, the average grant will ap-
proach $60,000.

Each applicant can apply for two out
of six eligible grant categories: person-
nel training; wellness and fitness pro-
grams; new vehicles; firefighting equip-
ment; personal protective equipment;
and fire prevention programs. At present,
the Chief is leaning toward applying for
grants to buy firefighting equipment,
such as new fire hoses and nozzles, and
personal protective equipment for our
firefighters.

Since Westfield’s fire department is a
combination of paid professionals and
volunteers, we will be eligible for a
higher percentage of grant proceeds than
most other fire departments. Regardless

of the amount of money we receive,
grantees must share in the costs of the
funded project. Since the Westfield Fire
Department serves a jurisdiction of
50,000 or fewer residents, our match is

10 percent. We already have
enough money budgeted in the
2001 budget for equipment re-
placement, so the additional
funding would supplement
some critical equipment up-
grades the fire department
needs at no additional cost to
the taxpayer.

Ensuring that we have a fire
department that is well
equipped is a high priority for
our town, but is often a prior-
ity that is not very visible.

When there is a street that needs to be
repaved or a park or field that needs
maintenance, it isn’t long before citi-
zens know about it and it receives the
council’s attention.

Fire protection is often taken for
granted, but like every resident, I’m
glad Westfield has a fire department
with the kind of quality professionals
and dedicated volunteers that can keep
us safe in emergencies. This year, we
will renew our commitment to our fire
department by working to pursue FEMA
grants, and thereby ensure that they
have the tools to do their job to the best
of their abilities.

*  *  *  *  *
Peter Echausse was named early this

year to fill an unexpired seat on the
Westfield Town Council representing the
First Ward.

Peter Echausse

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

La Leche League Sets
Meeting for April 19
WESTFIELD – La Leche League

of Westfield, a breastfeeding infor-
mation and support group, will meet
on Thursday, April 19, at 10:15 a.m.
at the Cranford United Methodist
Church, located at 201 East Lincoln
Avenue in Cranford.

Meetings are held on the third Thurs-
day of each month. For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 301-1339, (908)
789-4772, or (908) 233-7164.

CHARMING COLONIAL

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
(908) 233-5555

Scotch Plains - Center Hall Colonial on quiet cul-de-sac. Five Bedrooms
with an AuPair Suite/Guest Suite, Living Room, Dining Room, Large Eat-
In-Kitchen and Family Room with woodburning fireplace. Over-looking the
property is a four-season Florida Room. Call John for details.
Offered at $629,000      WSF  0173

John Aslanian
Sales Associate
2000 NJAR Million Dollar Club
Silver Level

Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Office Independently Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MEETING OF THE MAYORS...Scotch Plains Mayor Martin L. Marks, right,
greets Union Township Deputy Mayor Patrick J. Scanlon at a recent Union
County Chamber of Commerce “Mayor of the Year” dinner held at the Westwood
in Garwood. Fanwood Mayor Louis C. Jung awaits his turn to greet Mr. Scanlon.

FRANK D. ISOLDI, Broker/Associate

NJAR Million Dollar Sales Club 1993-2000
1999 &2000 Gold Level - $10,000,000 + SOLD!

Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Office Independently Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue • (908) 233-5555 ext #202

www.westfieldnj.com/isoldi

WESTFIELD $539,900
You’ll be impressed from the moment you
enter this professionally decorated Center Hall
Colonial conveniently located to town, schools,
pool, park and NYC transportation. This elegant
home offers a gracious Center Hall; formal
Living Room and Dining Room, ideal for enter-
taining; a recently remodeled Eat-In Kitchen; and
a Family Room with custom moldings, built-in
cabinets, a fireplace and sliding doors leading to
the wood patio and yard. The second floor boasts
4 generously sized bedrooms including a Master
Bedroom with 2 closets and recently remodeled
private Bath w/cathedral ceiling and skylight. The
lower level is beautifully finished with a Recre-
ation Room; Exercise Room and Wine Cellar.
Call Frank D. Isoldi for your personal tour at
908-233-5555 x 202. WSF 0181

SALE PENDIN
G

Phone: (908) 233-5555 • e-mail: isre@aol.com
Expect The Best!

WESTFIELD
This traditional Center Hall Colonial located in Westfield’s “Indian Forest” section is to be built with
the highest of quality & craftsmanship. This gracious home on a generous 116 x 151 lot offers: four
large Bedrooms featuring a 42' Master Suite, three and one half Baths, elegant two-story Entry Foyer,
Formal Dining Room and Living Room with fireplace. It also boasts a Gourmet Kitchen with a granite
center island and Breakfast Area overlooking patio and rear yard. The 23’x27' sunken Family Room has
nine foot ceilings and a masonry fireplace. Other amenities include: Mud Room, first floor
Laundry Room and a three car garage.Call for floor plans and additional features.
$1,350,000.    WSF0087

©1997 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Office Independently Owned and Operated.

Westfield Office
209 Central Ave
(908) 233-5555

NJAR Million Dollar
Sales Club
Silver Level ’98-’00

Jayne BernsteinJayne BernsteinJayne BernsteinJayne BernsteinJayne Bernstein
Sales AssociateSales AssociateSales AssociateSales AssociateSales Associate

Phone - 908-233-5555 ext. 203
E-mail: jaynebernstein@hotmail.com
Cell Phone : 908 -403-9330


