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MILLER, BLOM GET 3 HITS EACH; PINIAT K’S NINE

‘All-or-None’ Raiders Pounce
Park Panther Softballers, 6-3

YOUNG VIKING GIRLS BECOME MORE COMPETITIVE

Spartan Softballers Hurl Past
Union Catholic Vikings, 7-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Strong pitching performances were
turned in by Union Catholic High
School sophomore Suzanne
Hennessy and Immaculata sopho-
more Heather Hoffman; however, the
Spartan softballers took advantage
of every Viking miscue in Scotch
Plains on April 5 and returned to
Somerville with a 7-0 victory.

Hoffman, backed up by a strong
defense, gave the Vikings very few
opportunities as she yielded only
two hits and four free passes – one hit
batter – while striking out four.
Hennessy allowed eight hits over the
seven innings, struck out three and
walked just two.

However, the game was quite com-
petitive and the Spartans did not get
an extra-base hit until designated

hitter Melanie Pellowski thumped
an RBI triple in the seventh inning.

“We did make some nice defen-
sive plays against a team which is
perennially one of the best in the
area,” said Viking Head Coach Jim
Revel. “Their pitcher was very good.
Immaculata, Governor Livingston
and Clark seem to grow pitchers in
their back yard. We’re young, so we
are learning the game. But the good
thing is they play hard and if they
make a mistake, they really don’t
think about it – dwell on it.”

Revel added, “We must minimize
our mistakes. We hit well the other
day – in a 10-0 win over Hillside.
Today, we did not hit the ball all that
well. But Suzanne is a good pitcher
and can keep us in the games.”

The first Spartan run came in the
top of the first inning when speedster
Jen Cullen, who finished with two
hits, reached on an error, advanced to
third on a passed ball and scored on
a ground ball to second off the bat of
Michelle Ellis.

Hoffman allowed only a walk to
Hennessy in the first and another to
Rachel Seamon in the third. Then the
Spartans added another two runs in
the fourth, taking a 3-0 lead. Becca
Hancock singled over short and
moved to second on a bad throw.
Kelly Tigera hopped an RBI single

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Every opportunity was taken by
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School softball girls as they weath-
ered a 17-strikeout performance from
Panther freshman Becky Riccitelli,
put together 10 hits and added nine
steals to stop Roselle Park, 6-3, on
April 4 in Roselle Park. Senior Megan
Miller went-3-for-3, stole three bases,
scored a run and knocked in a run to
lead the Raider offense.

Although not totally pleased with
her performance, Raider senior Ali-
cia Piniat kept control and struck out
nine Panthers while awarding two
free passes – each hit by a pitch.

Although it is early in the season,
“I’m not really happy with my me-
chanics,” said Piniat. “I must work
more on my mechanics.”

Crediting her team, Piniat ex-
pressed, “It’s not just one person on
our team doing the job. It is the
whole team. If one person is down,
another person picks it up.”

“Alicia is a very smart pitcher,”
stressed Raider Head Coach Frank
Butz. “She knows how to adjust.”

The Raiders chipped off a run in
the first when Kellie LaForge reached
on an error, stole second then scored
on Miller’s RBI single. In the sec-
ond, Katie Blom singled, stole sec-
ond and scored on Megan
Reddington’s single.

The Panthers responded with a run
in the third. Danielle Zangari tapped
a single, Nicole Capone was hit by a
pitch and Riccitelli ripped an RBI
single. Then, in the bottom of the
fourth, the Panthers tied the score, 2-
2. Jen Carail poked a single and
scored on Danielle Bielski’s RBI
double.

Several strikeouts later, the Raid-
ers rocked Riccitelli for three runs in
the top of the sixth to take a 5-2 lead.
Lindsay Pennella and Blom both
singled. Caitlin McNelis singled
Pennella home and Blom zoomed
home on a catcher’s error. With Amy
Ondeyka on third, LaForge lofted a

sacrifice fly to bring her across the
plate.

Riccitelli and Bielski both singled
in the bottom of the inning. Then
Riccitelli scored on a throwing error
to tighten the score, 5-3. However,
the Raiders regained the run in the
seventh when Miller singled, stole
second and scored on Blom’s single.

Despite fanning 17 times, the Raid-
ers mixed the 10 hits well with the
nine steals. Like Miller, Blom also
had three hits while stealing two
bases. McNelis finished with two
hits and a stolen base.

Referring to hitting, Butz said,
“Katie (Blom) is having a great year
so far. She had a great day at Westfield
also.”

Butz added, “Riccitelli is an ex-
tremely fast pitcher. We hit her pretty
well. We either hit the ball or struck
out. But our defense played very
well and kept the game under con-
trol.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 110 003 1 6
Roselle Park 001 101 0 3
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Five Local H. S. Hoopsters Receive
Top Honors at UC Coaches Dinner

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Five local high school basketball
players received top honors at the
Union County Basketball Coaches
Association (UCBCA) dinner held
at the Westwood in Garwood on April
4. Hosted by New Providence girls
Head Basketball Coach Tom Beck
and featuring two guest speakers, the
event was quite a success.

At a recent Union County Coaches
meeting held at Union Catholic High
School, athletes were nominated by
each coach. After a coaches’ vote, 15
boys and 15 girls were selected to
receive the “Top 15” awards. Addi-
tionally, but secretly, a UCBCA
Women’s Coach of the Year and a
Men’s Coach of the Year were se-
lected with the results not to be re-
vealed until the night of the dinner.

Prior to the awards presentation,
however, Bloomfield College men’s
basketball Head Coach Jack Sullivan,
who happens to be a member of the
Fanwood Old Men’s Softball Asso-
ciation, spoke of the merits of at-
tending a small, close-to-home col-
lege. Additionally, he indicated what
he looks for in a high school pros-

pect.
Next, Associate Athletic Director

of Finance and Operations at Seton
Hall University Pat Elliott, a
Westfield resident, covered a four-
point plan to become a successful
college athlete. Academics, work
ethic, athletic performance and atti-
tude developed especially through

the high school years play an equal
role in that success according to
Elliott.

All of Elliott’s points are impor-
tant because, according to him, “The
average yearly university tuition is
approximately $25,000, which trans-
lates to a $100,000 investment that

THORNTON ‘STEALS’ THE DAY AND THE VICTORY

Blue Devil Rally in 7th, Stops
Lady Tiger Softballers, 6-5

By ADAM TURNER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Opposing pitchers usually tremble
when Westfield High School senior
softball player Courtney Thornton
steps to the plate. But, prior to the
seventh inning in Westfield on April
4, Linden pitcher Rose Bernardi

forced Thorton into two measly outs
and one walk.

However, with the score knotted,
5-5, in the seventh, Thornton stepped
to the plate, drew a walk, then did
what she does best – steal bases.
Once on second, teammate Erin
Corbett advanced her to third where
she dashed home on a dribbling
ground ball by Nicole DiFabio to

give the Blue Devils their first win of
the season.

The Blue Devils used their 5-0
opening day loss to Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (SPF) as motivation to even
their record to 1-1.

Devil junior pitcher Sara Bobertz
made her season’s debut and pitched

three and one third innings of perfect
softball before she got into a jam by
yielding five runs over the next three
innings.

“Sara did a nice job pitching. Sara
is the type of pitcher that really needs
defensive support; she’s not going to
strike out 13 like Caitlin [McDonald].
She got snake bitten. Some defen-
sive plays didn’t go her way so she let

up some runs,” pointed out Westfield
Head Coach Maggie McFadden.
“She’s a location pitcher and when
she keeps the ball down she’s a very
effective pitcher. Five out of the seven
innings she controlled it, but it was
the two innings that she let her pitches
come up that hurt her.”

The game was a classic pitching
dual for four innings. However, both
Bobertz and Bernardi faltered when
the Tigers struck for three runs and
Westfield countered with two. From
that point, both offenses counterat-
tacked to bring the score to five all,
heading into the seventh. Bobertz
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RINGWOOD RAPS TWO HOME RUNS

Lady Highlanders Rock
Ridge Softballers, 19-9

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sophomore left fielder Becky
Ringwood crushed two home runs
and senior catcher Jenny Calabrese
blasted a triple and two doubles for
five RBI to give the Governor
Livingston High School softball team
a convincing, 19-9, defeat of Ridge
in Berkeley Heights on April 5. The
19-hit attack off Red Devil pitcher,

Nancy Meister overshadowed a
somewhat sluggish pitching and de-
fensive performance.

G. L. struck first with nine runs in
the bottom of the first. Meghan But-
ler and Peggy Lallis, both rapped
back-to-back singles followed by
Calabrese’s RBI triple. Kerri Moore’s
sacrifice scored Calabrese, then
Ringwood crushed a two-run home
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSE PLAY AT THIRD...Union Catholic third baseman Justine Grady puts
the tag on a Spartan base runner just a tad too late.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
Blue Devil Sara Bobertz

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HOOKING A FOUL PAST FIRST...Blue Devil Tara Dowling rips a foul ball
down the first baseline in the game against Linden.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UNION COUNTY BASKETBALL TOP 15...Five local high school basketball players were selected to the Union County
Basketball Coaches Association (UCBCA) top 15. UCBCA President Tom Beck, front, hosted the event at a dinner held
at the Westwood in Garwood. Pictured, left to right, are: Najwa Glover (Scotch Plains-Fanwood), Shrita Smith (Union
Catholic), Pat Elliott (Associate Athletic Director of Finance and Operations at Seton Hall University), Andrew Feeley
(Scotch Plains-Fanwood), Jack Sullivan (Bloomfield College Basketball Head Coach), Amy Snyder (Union Catholic) and
Jen Calabrese (Governor Livingston).


