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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Resident Thanks Police,
Rescue, Fire Personnel

That Helped at Accident
On the night of March 28th, I was

involved in a car accident on Grove
Street and Boulevard. My car was hit
broadside and flipped over. Within min-
utes, many of Westfield’s finest were on
the scene. This involved the police, fire
departments and the rescue squad.

I would like to take this opportunity to
thank all of the people who worked so
hard to ensure that I received, not only
the best medical attention, but also the
most sincere care and concern as well.
Because of their efforts, I was able to
remain calm and alert throughout the
entire ordeal.

To Officer Bob Beaton, the paramed-
ics, my friend Lieutenant Glenn Lanza,
and the bystander who was the first on
the scene, I give extra thanks for your
help in getting me through it all.

From my entire family, our sincerest
gratitude and appreciation to everybody
who assisted me that night.

Lori Archambault and family

More Letters to the Editor
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A-4

Chelsea at Fanwood
Plans Workshop

On Art of Feng Shui
FANWOOD – The Chelsea at

Fanwood, an assisted living residence
located at 295 South Avenue, will
host a free community workshop
focusing on “The Chinese Art of
Feng Shui.”

The workshop will be presented
by Teresa M. Polanco, a design con-
sultant and Feng Shui practitioner,
on Wednesday, April 25, at 7 p.m. at
the Chelsea.

Feng Shui is the practice of creat-
ing a harmonious living space and
surroundings using light, color, fur-
niture placement and practical ap-
plications of timeless principles.

The Chelsea will host this event as
part of its ongoing community edu-
cation program. Light refreshments
will be served.

For more information, please call
Marjorie Deas, Director of Commu-
nity Relations for the Chelsea, at
(908) 654-5200.

Landscaper Made Incorrect Assertions
About Laws Relating to Lawn Pesticides

Upon reading John Makris’ letter to
your newspaper, I was disappointed that
a landscaper who has obviously taken
the trouble to become certified in IPM
and licensed as a pesticide applicator
could make serious incorrect assertions
about the law relating to the application
of pesticides.

His letter highlighted how some land-
scapers are violating the pesticide regu-
lations and endangering our health and
environment on an everyday basis. This
is unacceptable.

In particular, he states that there is no
provision for cleanup of pesticides, but
that he cleans walks and driveways us-
ing a backpack blower.

Article 10.3(d) of subchapter 6 of the
relevant regulations states, “No person
shall directly apply any pesticide to a
non-target site.” The target site for these
chemicals is turf only and therefore the
pesticide should not be applied to walks
and pathways in the first place.

Secondly, if he uses his backpack

blower to blow the spillage out into the
street, he is thereby applying it to yet
another non-target site. Simply taking
the care to shut off the spreader correctly
as he crosses walks, driveways and roads
would avoid the problem. All that wasted
pesticide is tracked into our schools and
homes on our shoes, and is washed into
the rivers and ground water, and ulti-
mately appears in our water supply.

Furthermore, Mr. Makris says that
time and expense preclude him from
notifying neighbors. Article 9.12(a) re-
quires that he notify any person who
requests to be notified of such an appli-
cation prior to the application taking
place. Anyone wishing to take advan-
tage of this requirement would be ad-
vised to send their request in writing by
certified mail.

I have checked the information in this
letter with the Department of Environ-
mental Protection Pesticide Control
Bureau. Any person wishing to contact
them for information or to make a com-
plaint should telephone (609) 530-4123.

Finally, a message particularly to all
those people working with pesticides:
Check out the Web site of the Children’s
Environmental Health Network,
www.cehn.org.

Catherine D. Knights
Westfield

Petty Officer Lipke
Assigned to Carrier
In Mediterranean

FANWOOD – Navy Petty Officer
3rd Class Brad C. Lipke, the son of
Mary Ann Schram of Troy, Pa. and
Robert Lipke of Fanwood, is cur-
rently on a six-month deployment to
the Mediterranean Sea and Arabian
Gulf while assigned to the aircraft
carrier USS Harry S. Truman, home
ported in Norfolk, Va.

While on deployment, crew mem-
bers from the ship participated in
damage control olympics, a competi-
tion designed to train them to prop-
erly handle a crisis at sea. The events
included a fire-fighting gear race, a
hose-manning competition, a chemi-
cal protective overgarment suit dress-
out and de-smoking a compartment
through the use of a smoke generator.

Carriers like the USS Harry S.
Truman are deployed around the
world to maintain a United States
presence and provide rapid response
in times of crisis. They serve as a
highly visible deterrent to would-be
aggressors and are equipped with the
most versatile and powerful weap-
ons and aircraft available.

Petty Officer Lipke is a 1995 gradu-
ate of Manalapan High School in
Manalapan and joined the Navy in
October of 1997.

People for Animals to Hold
Pet Adoption Event April 22

“Anthony”

AREA – People for Animals, a
non-profit animal welfare organi-
zation serving New Jersey, will
sponsor a pet adoption event on
Sunday,  Apri l  22,  at  the
PETsMART store in the
Bridgewater Promenade Mall, lo-
cated at Routes 28 and 287.

Among the many cats and dogs
available for adoption will be “An-
thony,” a male German Shepherd
mix who is neutered and current with
his vaccinations.

The Pet Adoption Van from the

North Shore Animal League will be
on display at this event. All are wel-
come to tour the van.

To adopt or for further informa-
tion, please call (908) 688-1073 and
press 1 for dogs and 8 for cats, or visit
www.pfa.petfinder.org on the
Internet.

For low cost spay/neuter informa-
tion, please call the People for Ani-
mals Clinic at (908) 964-6887. Spay/
neuter surgery costs range from $35
to $55 and include rabies and dis-
temper vaccinations.

Former Westfield Resident Recalls Changes
To Town Since Moving 17 Years Ago

I was born and raised in Westfield but
left the area quite a few years ago. I
relocated to North Carolina in 1984.
Although I have never done any research
it has been my understanding that my

maternal side of the family dates back to
the early settlement of the town. The
family name is Moffett and my grand-
parents owned the house at 231 Elmer
Street.

The house was passed down to family
members, the last owners being my
mother and me. I sold the house in 1979
after my mother passed away. The last
time I was in Westfield, I was amazed at
the changes but also in awe of what
remained unchanged. It’s still a real
town! I anticipate a trip up north in the
fall and will definitely stop by your
office to say “hello.”

I look forward to each issue of The
Westfield Leader and will renew when
the time comes.

Ron Aylward
Charlotte, N.C.

News Accounts That Rail Link Project
Is Dead Are ‘Greatly Exaggerated’

Recent news stories in The Courier
News about the death of the Cross County
Rail Link in Plainfield have been greatly
exaggerated.

The newspaper recently published a
front-page story saying Union County’s
plan to build a rail link to Plainfield is
dead. This absolutely is not true. The
project is very much alive. As Vice Chair-
man of the Union County Freeholder

Board who makes his home in Plainfield,
I want to assure residents that when the
Cross County Rail Link is established, it
will be coming to our city.

The Cross County Rail Link is envi-
sioned as a rail connection from Newark
to Plainfield. The project will be built in
two phases: Elizabeth-Newark (which
will include connections to Midtown
Elizabeth, Elizabethport and the Jersey
Gardens Mall) and Elizabeth-Plainfield.
Engineering work is underway on the
Newark portion, with full construction
of that scheduled to begin next year.

A draft report commissioned by
Union County government outlined al-
ternatives, which included full light-
rail service between Elizabeth and
Plainfield and other options using a
combination of light rail and diesel-
powered vehicles. Believing a more
detailed analysis of the alternatives was
necessary, the County formed a work-
ing committee composed of two repre-
sentatives (one an elected official) from
each municipality in the proposed rail
corridor. This committee met for the
first time in January 2001. The County
is now working with the this committee
and our private partners to research a
preferred alternative.

Contrary to The Courier News report,
no alternatives have been eliminated. In
fact, we plan to provide rail service
every 20 minutes throughout the corri-
dor, whichever alternative is selected.
The Board of Chosen Freeholders and
the Union County administration re-
main committed to expanding mass tran-
sit options throughout Union County
and seeing that the Cross County Rail
Link reaches its final destination,
Plainfield, NJ.

Lewis Mingo, Jr.
Vice Chairman

Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders

ACTIVE IN COMMUNITY SERVICE...Brownie troop 768 from Wilson School
in Westfield recently went shopping at BJ’s and donated the food to the Holy
Trinity Food Pantry. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Gabriella Estavez,
Aileen Rivell and Caroline Ehrhardt; back row, Rives DeRosa, Daisy Girl Scout
Annie Tanella, Haley Tanella and Jayne Mims, Marketing Coordinator at BJ’s
Wholesale Club.

Professor to Speak
To Local Hadassah

On Suburban Dream
WESTFIELD – Dr. Philip C. Dolce

will speak to the Westfield Chapter
of Hadassah on “Suburbia: The Para-
dise Lost of the Silver Screen,” on
Monday, April 23, at 12:30 p.m. at
Temple Emanu-El, located at 756
East Broad Street in Westfield.

The presentation will focus on how
motion pictures have depicted sub-
urban life in the 20th century. Dr.
Dolce will illustrate how the dream
of suburban life changed over time
both in real life and in movies.

Dr. Dolce is Chairman of the So-
cial and Behavioral Sciences De-
partment and Professor of History at
Bergen Community College.

He has created and produced many
television series on suburban life and
written on suburbia, immigration,
American film and distance educa-
tion.

All are invited to attend the pro-
gram, which was developed and
funded by the New Jersey Council
for the Humanities, a state partner of
the National Endowment for the
Humanities.

Brownies Complete
Year-Long Series

Of Service Projects
WESTFIELD — Brownie Troop

No. 768 recently wrapped up year-
long community service effort with
a shopping trip to BJ’s Wholesale
Club in Watchung. The girls took a
portion of their cookie sale profits
to go grocery shopping. All the
food was donated to the Food Pan-
try at the Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield.

The Brownies, from Wilson El-
ementary School in Westfield, have
been active in community service
all year. Projects over the school
year included a craft project at the
Westfield Center, Genesis
ElderCare Network, in Westfield;
handmade cards for the Red Cross
“Valentines for Vets” program and
cookie baking with residents at
Sunrise Assisted Living in
Westfield.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WHOOPS! A BRANCH GOT IN THE WAY...While traveling up Park Avenue in Scotch Plains on April 9, this truck had
some difficulty with a tree branch just in front of the Scotch Plains Municipal Building.

SMAC Puts Teens’ Priorities
In The Proper Perspective
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The weekly column written by local high school students

By JAMIE S. DOUGHER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

People tend to focus on the nega-
tive stereotypes that have unfortu-
nately been attached to teenagers. It
is the general opinion of a wide range
of adults that teens in the 21st cen-
tury possess selfish attitudes and are
only looking out for themselves and
the next party that comes along.

However, it is teens such as those
in Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School’s newest club, Student Move-
ment Against Cancer (SMAC), that
dispel these false accusations.

Starting SMAC signifies more than
the dawning of a new club to juniors
Dave Baumwoll and Ryan Crawford.
SMAC began as a way to honor their
friend, Rob Mattar, and soon became
an outlet for educating students about
cancer. Mattar was recently diag-
nosed with testicular cancer, a cur-
able yet harmful disease.

“When I found out I had the dis-
ease and that many other young
people have had it, it made me want
to do something,” said Mattar. The
news of his diagnosis influenced a
majority of the boys in the junior
class to shave their heads, which
honors Mattar and promotes aware-
ness within the school.

After attending the National Stu-
dent Leadership Conference,
Baumwoll followed the advice to
“find a vision, and follow it.” As the
conference coincided with Mattar’s
news, Baumwoll discovered his vi-
sion. After that, starting the club
“just made sense,” Baumwoll said.

SMAC held its first meeting in
March, with approximately 20 per-
cent of the school signing up to be-
come a part of the organization.
Baumwoll stated that he hoped to
one day have the largest membership
out of any club in the school, and
they may have already achieved that
lofty goal. Kyle Banghart, Cathy
Hoffman and Dana LaGrasso have
signed on as advisers.

“I just wanted to be a part of it. I
think it’s great that these kids took
the initiative to form the club,” said
Banghart.

Banghart’s comment stresses how
significant it is that students came
up with the idea to start SMAC,
putting to rest some of the allega-
tions that teens never do anything
for others, or anything that they
receive no material benefit from.
These kids realize that they receive
more gratification by performing
acts of kindness, than any other
activity they could be involved in
through the high school.

The upcoming event for SMAC is
the Relay For Life walk, in which

teams of eight to 12 people pitch
tents at the Kean University walking
track for 18 hours. Different teams
walk the track throughout the night,
which starts on Friday, June 8 at 6
p.m. and ends on Saturday, June 9 at
1 p.m. Each person involved in the
walk will try to raise $100 to support
the American Cancer Society, while
celebrating the lives of cancer survi-
vors and remembering those who
have lost the fight.

They hope to raise money for orga-
nizations such as the Emmanuel
Cancer Foundation, the American
Cancer Society and the V Founda-
tion, begun in 1993 by ESPN along
with former North Carolina State
University head men’s basketball
coach Jim Valvano.

According to Baumwoll, the V
Foundation has sent keynote speak-
ers to high schools to spread the late
Coach Valvano’s message of, “Don’t
give up…Don’t ever give up.”
Baumwoll hopes the club will be
able to solicit someone to speak at
SPFHS.

Although there have been nega-
tive occurrences that shed a poor
light on teens, our generation as a
whole should not have to suffer as a
result of the actions of a few. Do
these sound like the deeds of selfish,
uncaring teens? It sounds more like
the conduct of people who are going
to be the leaders of tomorrow, fight-
ing for causes they believe in and
trying to make a difference in people’s
lives.

Joining this club allows students
to become part of a caring, support-
ive network of teenagers that truly
know what their priorities in life are,
and who want to help others.

“I’m just glad there are people
willing to help me out at this time in
my life,” said Mattar.

As a community newspaper, we depend upon each and every
member of the communities we serve to help us publish the

news that directly affects and chronicles your life. Whether
it is the results of the local football game, the

announcement of your daughter’s wedding, the passing
of a dear friend or a picture of your child’s 3rd grade

class, we provide your family with the news that, when
all is done and said, really matters. But we can’t do

a thing without the help of others:

� � • The Business owners that advertise in  our
publications. We thank each and every one of them,
because without them we would be unable to bring
you our papers, including this special editions.

• The “Soccer Moms”, community groups and
everyone that provides input to our publications. Without

the input of the community at large, we would be hard pressed to provide quality coverage.

• Most of all, we’d like to thank our subscribers. Week in and week out, year after year this elite
group of people support, debate, criticize, and comment on our work. We hope that YOU are
one of this group, but if your not we’d like to invite you to risk $24 and try us for a year. We
are sure that you will not be disappointed.

Subscribe Today! Call (908) 232-4407 or go on the Net to www.goleader.com
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