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Fanwood Planning Board Begins Hearing
Appeal for Banquet Room at Sun Tavern

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Four new appeals were heard by
the Fanwood Planning Board during
its regular meeting March 28, in-
cluding one for an upstairs party/
banquet room and first-floor table
area at the Sun Tavern, which will be
continued later this month.

The owners of the Sun Tavern,
which opened two years ago at the
corner of South Avenue and Terrill
Road, are seeking approval to con-
vert the second floor of their estab-
lishment into a banquet room in or-

der to accommodate large parties.
Planning Board Chairman Gregory

Cummings cited correspondence
from the Fanwood Police
Department’s Traffic Safety Bureau,
which determined the proposal would
have “no adverse effects regarding
vehicular or pedestrian traffic, pro-
viding ample off-street parking is
provided.”

Sun Tavern currently has 60 park-
ing spaces on-site and leases ap-
proximately 48 from the adjacent
Young Paint & Varnish Company for
evening hours, for a total of 108

spaces. This number exceeds the re-
quired 97 spaces as prescribed in the
borough’s recently updated zoning
ordinance.

Nevertheless, Michael Dann, Gen-
eral Manager for the establishment,
said the banquet room would not be
used on Friday and Saturday nights,
in an effort to avoid potential parking
problems.

“We’re not a banquet hall,” he
explained, noting that 90 percent of
parties held at the Sun Tavern are
“small family gatherings.”

Sergeant Richard Trigo, Traffic
Safety Officer for the Fanwood Po-
lice Department, asked how long
parties in the banquet room would be
allowed to run on Saturday after-
noons. Mr. Dann anticipated they
would run no longer than 6 or 6:30
p.m.

The sergeant said this would likely
be acceptable, since the restaurant
typically begins to get crowded at
7:30 p.m.

Lawrence Andrews, the owner of
Young Paint & Varnish, said he wants
to be “a good neighbor” to Sun Tav-
ern, but also voiced concerns about
the prospect of parking overflow in
his lot.

He said that while there have been
no problems in the afternoon since
entering into the lease agreement
with the restaurant, his lot can be-
come very crowded in the evening.

Mr. Andrews was particularly con-
cerned about how vehicular volume,
particularly cars parked in front of
the entrance to his building, might
impact firefighters’ ability to access
his business in the event of a blaze.

Sergeant Trigo suggested that Mr.
Andrews could establish a fire lane

as a means of keeping the area near
the entrance to his business clear, a
proposal which was endorsed by sev-
eral members of the Planning Board.

Mr. Cummings also proposed that
some form of compensation could be
worked out between Sun Tavern and
Mr. Andrews in relation to their lease
agreement for parking availability.

“I think we’re all in the same
ballpark,” Mr. Andrews said, refer-
ring of his own and Sun Tavern’s
efforts to effectively manage park-
ing. “Some things may just have to
be fine-tuned or tweaked.”

“I don’t think we’d have any prob-
lems working things out with Mr.
Andrews,” agreed Joseph Castelluci
of Peluso, Staufenberg, Castelluci
and Hanula in Shrewsbury, the attor-
ney for Sun Tavern.

With the agreement of the appli-
cant, the hearing on the appeal will
resume at the Planning Board’s next
regular meeting on Wednesday, April
25.

Under other business last week,
the board approved a simple subdivi-
sion at 173 South Martine Avenue to
create two conforming lots.

Property owner Marjorie C. Rose
will continue to live on one lot,
fronting Martine Avenue, while CDI
Builders of Scotch Plains has a con-
tract to purchase the pending second
lot, which will front onto Trenton
Avenue.

As a condition of approval, the
applicant agreed that a 10-foot storm
sewer easement, which will run
through both properties, will be made
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Pet Store Operator Has Until Today
To Meet Conditions to Obtain License

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains authorities have told
Charles M. Guthrie he has until the
close of business today to fulfill all
the requirements needed to obtain a
license to operate a pet store he owns
on Route 22 or else local authorities
will seek a court order allowing the
township to remove 34 puppies re-
maining on the premises.

Based on some two dozen viola-
tions, township health officials had
denied Mr. Guthrie’s original request
for a license to operate a pet store on
the former site of Puppies Just 4 U.

Last week, the Township Council,
acting in its capacity as the local
Board of Health, upheld that denial
after an appeal hearing lasting six
hours. A remaining question in the
wake of the council’s decision in the

early morning hours of Thursday,
March 29, was the disposition of the
puppies still inside the store. Mr.
Guthrie had been operating the store
through the end of January under the
license of the former owner.

At a hearing on Tuesday night to
consider the puppies’ future, Mr.
Guthrie had planned to have a local
veterinarian testify to the puppies’
current well-being in an effort to
forestall any effort by the township
to remove them from the premises.

After waiting for more than an
hour for the veterinarian to appear at
the hearing, members of the council
grew anxious that they were being
asked to make a decision as to the
puppies’ welfare without any sort of
expert testimony regarding their
present condition.

Health Inspector Andy Snyder ad-

mitted that, from what he termed his
“layman’s” point of view, the ani-
mals appeared not to be in any dan-
ger, but said he would prefer his
observations to be supported by a
professional.

Township Attorney Douglas
Hansen, noting that the store cur-
rently has no licenses to operate or
open its doors for business, empha-
sized several times that the council
was in a difficult position because
Mr. Guthrie was requesting that the
puppies be allowed to remain on the
premises for an open-ended period
of time while his reapplication for a
license was being considered.

As matters appeared to reach a
dead end, given the veterinarian’s
failure to appear, and with the coun-
cil members seeming to be unsure as

Business Community Opposed to Making Store Keys
Available to Fire Dept. on Exterior of Buildings

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Members of the Scotch Plains busi-
ness community do not support a
proposal by the township’s fire de-
partment to install boxes containing
the keys to each business outside the
building so as to permit fire person-
nel to quickly gain access to the
business during hours the premises
are unoccupied.

Councilwoman Geri M. Samuel
told the Township Council at its
agenda meeting on Tuesday night
that the members of the Scotch Plains
Business and Professional Associa-
tion are “totally opposed” to the idea,
primarily because their individual

property insurance carriers have said
they would not insure their busi-
nesses if there were keys available to
someone not directly affiliated with
the business.

Last week, Fire Chief Jonathan
Ellis proposed enactment of an ordi-
nance making it mandatory that lo-
cal businesses having a fire alarm or
fire suppression system as well as the
senior citizens housing complex in-
stall so-called “Knox Boxes” to per-
mit fire personnel to enter a premises
rather than waiting for a business
owner or someone else to arrive at
the scene with a key.

The fire department would have a
master key enabling its personnel to
open any particular Knox Box as the
need arose.

“The response to false
alarms and the inherent

wait for someone to respond with
keys has placed an increased burden
on our personnel,” Mr. Ellis wrote in
his proposal. “In addition, a small,
undetectable fire could grow in the
time wasted waiting for the key. A
malfunctioning fire suppression sys-
tem can also cause additional dam-
age in that time.”

The cost to each business owner,
Mr. Ellis said, would be about $200
for the purchase and installation of
the box. The township would also
incur a cost of about $3,000 to pur-
chase the necessary equipment.

In addition to the business
community’s protests, Council-
woman Samuel said the senior citi-
zens housing complex also opposed
the idea, since the only keys the
Knox Box would contain would be
to the building’s outer doors. En-

trances to individual apartments
would not be available under the
program.

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin L.
Marks said he would like to explore
making the Knox Box program a
voluntary one rather than manda-
tory, as would be the case in the
event the council adopted an ordi-
nance implementing the program.
Those businesses choosing not to
take part would then have to be
“willing to accept the consequences
of broken-down doors” in the event
of an emergency in which fire per-
sonnel needed to enter a business
quickly.

The council’s next regular meet-
ing will be held on Tuesday, April
17. Next week’s scheduled meet-
ing has been postponed until that
time.

Kean Beats Denny In Race
To Fill Assembly Vacancy
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

Tom Kean Jr. of Westfield cap-
tured a first ballot, 209 to 40, victory
over Cranford Township Commit-
teeman Tom Denny on Tuesday night,
in the race to finish out the remaining
eight months of the unexpired term
of State Assemblyman Alan M. Au-
gustine. Mr. Augustine, a Scotch
Plains resident, resigned on March
31 due to health reasons.

Nearly 300 22nd Legislative Dis-
trict delegates gathered at a special
election called by the Union County
Republican Committee. A total of
292 of an eligible 355 delegates at-
tended the meeting with all but 42
casting their votes.

Two other candidates, former
Scotch Plains Republican Municipal
Chairman, Mayor and Councilman,
Gabe Spera, and Green Brook Mayor
Patricia Walsh withdrew their names
from consideration for the unexpired
Assembly seat.

Mr. Spera and Mrs. Walsh said
they would be back, along with Mr.
Denny, when the Union County GOP
holds a convention to select candi-
dates for the State Senate and other
Assembly seats in the 22nd District
on Monday, April 16, in Scotch
Plains.

Current Assemblyman Richard H.
Bagger of Westfield is expected to be
tapped to replace Acting Governor
Donald T. DiFrancesco in the State
Senate. Mr. DiFrancesco is running
this year for a full, four-year term to
New Jersey’s highest elective office.
The three remaining Assembly can-
didates will be battling for Mr.
Bagger’s Assembly seat.

Speaking to The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood after his victory, Mr.

Kean said he has been working to
build the Republican Party since his
second place finish in last year’s
Republican Primary to succeed Bob
Franks in Congress.

Mr. Kean, the son of former two-

term Governor and former State As-
semblyman Thomas H. Kean, moved
to Westfield last year from Massa-
chusetts where he was working on
his doctorate degree at Tufts Univer-
sity.

“We worked hard. We started early.
We went door to door and did living
rooms (meetings),” he said. “I think
things came together very, very well.”

He referred to the other three As-
sembly candidates as “outstanding
public servants.”

In a brief speech to delegates prior
to the election, Mr. Kean noted his
past experience as a legislative aide
to former Congressman Franks. He
also had been a staffer for the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency.

“I know I have the experience and
the ability to get things done for you
in Trenton,” Mr. Kean told delegates.
He said he would “strive to follow in
the tradition of some truly outstand-
ing people – Governor Donald
DiFrancesco, Congressman Bob
Franks, Assemblyman Rich Bagger

and Assemblyman Alan Augustine.”
He called Mr. Augustine a “model
legislator” and a “truly caring and
decent man.”

He said he supports Acting Gover-
nor DiFrancesco’s “Property Tax
Relief Now” legislative package “to
make sure that the people who spend
so much time contributing to all our
communities can continue to afford
to live in those communities.”

Mr. Kean also said state lawmak-
ers need to improve the quality of life
of New Jerseyans by “enhancing our
train stations and infrastructure net-
work while saving the environment.”

He also said the state needs “to
pursue excellence in education by
pursuing standards that can serve the
accountability for our teachers and
for our schools.”

Westfield Republican Municipal
Chairman Jon Bramnick said Mr.
Kean “represents integrity and hon-
esty,” adding that he is “just a nice
person.”

Mr. Denny, an Assistant Professor
at New Jersey Medical School, spoke
of his experience as a current mem-
ber of the Cranford governing body
and as a former member of the
Cranford Board of Education. He
said he has learned how to keep local
school board budgets “lean” yet com-
petitive.

On the Cranford governing body
he has worked to gain external grants
to support new infrastructure in the
township. He worked with legisla-
tors to gain state support for flood
control projects in the township.

Mrs. Walsh, now in her sixth year
as Green Brook Mayor, is a regis-
tered nurse currently working in the
home care area. She listed as cam-
paign issues tax relief, reworking the
state’s regionalization for education
to help districts reduce administra-
tive costs, expanding the “state man-
date, state pay concept” to education
and increasing state funding to dis-
tricts to offset the high costs of spe-
cial education.

“Those are things that can jump
start getting money back into your
pockets because that money needs to
come from the state,” she told del-

“We worked hard. We started
early. We went door to door

and did living rooms (meetings).
 I think things came

together very, very well.”
Assemblyman-Elect

Tom Kean, Jr.

Ingrid McKinley for The Times
SPRING INTO SAFETY…Firefighter Dave Zawodniak of the Fanwood Fire Department takes time out to say hello to
his children, Katie, 4, and Matt, 8, during the “Spring Into Safety Day” exposition presented last Saturday by COPtv,
a locally-produced, community-oriented law enforcement show broadcast on Fanwood’s TV-35. The event, held in the
Borough Council Chambers and at the adjacent fire department and rescue squad headquarters, featured ways for
families to stay safe.

Ingrid McKinley for The Times
LOCAL FAVORITE…Sun Tavern, located at the corner of South Avenue and
Terrill Road in Fanwood, has applied to the Fanwood Planning Board for
permission to convert the facility’s upstairs area into a party/banquet room, and
to create a new, first-floor table area. A public hearing on the appeal, which
began March 28, will resume on Wednesday, April 25.
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Hillside Gunman Apprehended
In Tenn. for Killing Town Man

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

HILLSIDE — Three days after
allegedly murdering Westfield resi-
dent Joseph Licciardello at his roof-
ing supply store in Hillside on March
24, Gregory Tillman, a 21-year-old
suspected armed robber from New-
ark, got on a Greyhound bus in Atlan-
tic City bound for Tennessee.

What he did not know was that
authorities had been tipped off to his
identity and whereabouts, and had no-
tified Tennessee authorities, who were
waiting for him as he arrived in
Clarksville on the morning of March
28.

Tillman was arrested and charged
with felony murder, robbery and
possessing an illegal, Tech Mach-U,
semi-automatic pistol, according to
Robert P. O’Leary of the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office.

Tillman was extradited back to
New Jersey last Thursday and will be
arraigned on Wednesday before
Union County Superior Court Judge
Joan Robinson Gross. He is being
held at the Union County Jail in
Elizabeth in lieu of $350,000 bail.

According to Hillside police, Mr.
Licciardello was in his store on the
morning of March 24 with two of his
three sons and two customers, when
Tillman entered at 8:45 a.m., de-
manding cash. Even though every-
one complied, giving Tillman $300
in cash, he fatally shot Mr.
Licciardello in the head when the
store owner told him there was no
more cash in the store.

Tillman then shot Mr. Licciardello’s
28-year-old son, Gregory, in the shoul-
der and arm before fleeing.

Gregory was later released from
the hospital and is recovering.

Many have asked why a robber
would plan to hold up a roofing
supply outlet on an early Saturday
morning, when there was unlikely to
be any money in the store. In addi-
tion, sources close to the case have
said it is highly suspicious why the
robber killed Mr. Licciardello and
shot his son, when they were fully
cooperating with the gunman.

Rosemarie Licciardello, wife of
the slain store owner, said that most
of the store’s sales were made with
credit cards or checks.

“If a robber wanted a lot of cash, it
didn’t make any sense to rob this
type of store at 8:45 on a Saturday
morning,” she said.

“Our family has been absolutely
devastated by this,” she added. “Jo-
seph was a wonderful man.”

Mr. O’Leary said that at this point,
the case is being investigated as a
homicide committed during the
course of a robbery. The Prosecutor’s
Office is considering seeking the
death penalty for Tillman.

Hillside detectives and the
Prosecutor’s Office are continuing
their investigation into the possibil-
ity that Tillman had an accomplice,

as he was seen fleeing in a green Jeep
Cherokee possibly driven by some-
one else.

Police have also been questioning
Tillman’s friends, who helped him
make his way to Atlantic City, to see

if they knew anything about the crime.
If any individual did have prior
knowledge of Tillman’s alleged in-
volvement in the crime while help-
ing him to leave the area, that person
would be considered an accomplice.

Elizabethtown Water
Begins Hydrant Flushing

WESTFIELD — Elizabethtown
Water Company began its annual fire
hydrant flushing on April 1 to pre-
pare its system for the summer
months.

Locally, the company began flush-
ing hydrants in Scotch Plains and
Westfield. Residents are urged to
check Elizabethtown’s Web site at
www.etownwater.com for a listing
of the major or well-known roads to
be flushed in these towns.

Hydrant flushing is the process of
forcing water through mains to dis-
lodge small particles of rust and
sediment. Although the sediment
does not affect water purity, it can
result in discolored water when the
peak demands of summer cause
water to travel at an increased veloc-
ity through the mains, company
spokeswoman Erin Reilly said.

Hydrant flushing is a necessary
part of Elizabethtown’s ongoing pro-

cess of testing and maintaining hy-
drants and is performed in the spring
when demand for water is low.

“As always, Elizabethtown follows
water conservation practices and the
amount of water used during the pro-
cess is kept to a minimum,” said Ms.
Reilly.

Customers may experience discol-
ored water for short periods of time
while flushing is being done in their
neighborhoods. Any discoloration
will disappear rapidly. It is best to
wait until the water clears before
using it for any consumptive purpose
or washing clothes and dishes.

Elizabethtown will flush hydrants
five nights a week, between the hours
of 10 p.m. and 6 a.m., to reduce any
inconvenience to homeowners and
motorists and to eliminate possible
hazards to children. The company
anticipates completion of the pro-
gram in seven to eight weeks.
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Pet Shop
to how to proceed, Mayor Martin L.
Marks, in an effort to end the proceed-
ings, proposed —and was supported
by his four colleagues — giving Mr.
Guthrie 48 hours to comply with all
the requirements to obtain a license or
else have the township take measures
to have the puppies removed to a safe
place outside of Scotch Plains.

Residents Object to Shackamaxon
Maintenance Building Addition
By DEBORAH MADISON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The continu-
ation of an application for a proposed
addition to an existing maintenance build-
ing in the northwest corner of
Shackamaxon’s Golf and Country Club
property was heard before the Scotch
Plains Planning Board on Monday night.

Approximately 15 residents whose
backyards are adjacent to the golf course
attended the meeting. Burton Eichler, a
Roseland Attorney, was at the meeting
representing several of the neighborhood
residents, as an objector to the application.

The backyards of residential proper-
ties, which front onto Arrowwood Road
and Shackamaxon Drive are adjacent to
the 140-foot wooded area leading up to
the existing one-story maintenance build-
ing. The residents claim, among other
problems, that improper drainage has led
to water from the club’s property, flood-
ing their backyards. They are also op-
posed to the possibility of increased noise,
lights, traffic and exhaust fumes, which
they believe the expansion would im-
pose on the neighborhood.

The proposed addition is two sto-
ries, approximately 42 feet by 75 feet
and would add three additional garage
bay doors to the existing four-bay ga-
rage and maintenance building, attach-
ing at right angles and creating a court-
yard area in front of the building; the
back of the maintenance building will
face the residential backyards.

The variance is required because of
less than adequate minimum setback from
the property line, which requires a 200-
foot setback, while the building would be
only 140 feet from the property line.

The Country Club is proposing to
use the building to store grounds-keep-
ing supplies, such as fertilizers, pesti-
cides and maintenance equipment, such
as mowers and leaf blowers, which are
now, currently stored either outside or
in smaller storage structures.

Maintenance of the equipment, such
as blade-sharpening, painting and oil
changes would also take place inside
of the building. There will also be two-
lifts for repairing vehicles inside of the
maintenance area and exhaust fans to
ventilate the fertilizer and paint rooms.

The second floor would be used as
office space for the grounds superinten-
dent and his assistant, replacing a trailer
that is currently used as their office. The
second floor would also house showers
for use by maintenance workers.

When asked by Mr. Eichler why the
additional offices couldn’t be located
elsewhere on the 135-acre property, the
architect, William Godsall of Godsall
and Associates in Nutley answered that
the groundskeeper’s office needed to be
located near the maintenance activity
and that this was the most practical
location for the addition.

Acting President of the Country Club,
Robert Brown, explained that the addi-
tion did not mean that there would be
any increase in machinery noise or main-
tenance activities, but merely a consoli-
dation of the equipment and machinery

inside of the new addition.
Scotch Plains Mayor Martin L. Marks,

who sits on the Planning Board, pointed
out that the club could knock down the
existing structure and rebuild the entire
building 60 feet further back, which
would then, not require a variance. This
alternative could impose more noise,
traffic and lights on the residents be-
cause the courtyard area would then be
facing their yards, which the residents
would find more objectionable.

Mr. Eichler also voiced the residents’
concerns regarding the exhaust fans,
which would emit paint, fertilizer and
gas exhaust fumes in the direction of
the residents’ backyards.

Mr. Godsall told the board that the
exhaust ducts could be routed to another
side of the building or out to the roof.

Michael Lanzafama, a Civil Engineer
with Kasey and Keller Associates of
Millburn, said that after visiting the site
during a heavy rainfall, in his opinion, the
accumulation of large pools of water in
the residents’ yards was caused by run off
from their properties and was not coming
from the Shackamaxon property.

The Town’s Consulting Engineer, Paul
Ferriero, agreed with Mr. Lanzafama’s as-

sessment that water flowed from the yards
toward the drainage ditches in the wooded
area, and not in the other direction.

“The drainage ditches need to be
properly maintained in order to func-
tion properly,” Mr. Ferriero stated. He
could not assess if that was being done.

Mr. Brown said that the applicant
was agreeable to a number of condi-
tions that the board proposed as pos-
sible conditions of approval, including
extensive landscaping, fences and sub-
dued colors for the outside of the build-
ing. The board also suggested moving
the offices with windows to the side of
the building and the windowless show-
ers to the back of the building to further
protect the privacy of the residents’
backyards; the applicant was agree-
able to these modifications as well.

The board also suggested as a pos-
sible condition, eliminating two side
bay-doors; Mr. Brown said that this
would impose a hardship on the main-
tenance routine.

The continuation has been sched-
uled for Monday, May 21, at which
time Mr. Eichler will present expert
witnesses to support his case objecting
the application.
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Good Thru 04/10/01

Ingrid McKinley for The Times
GOING APE...An ordinary birthday card would not suffice to celebrate this
local resident’s 40th birthday. This giant greeting, sent by town friends of the
recipient, announced the event in a memorable and colossal way, to the delight
of many neighbors.

Cynthia Mendelson,
Community School

Earn Special Awards

SPECIAL HONOR…Continuing and Community Education Coordinator
Cynthia Mendelson, center, is congratulated by Education Enrichment Foun-
dation President Sally Hogan and Frances Loneker, Community School Secre-
tary. Mrs. Mendelson accepted the Service to Education Award of the Education
Enrichment Foundation of Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Educa-
tion Enrichment Foundation of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood recently honored this
year’s Service to Education recipients
at a reception held at the Scotch Plains
Country Club.

Each year, the organization recog-
nizes individuals or groups who have
made outstanding contributions to the
development of youth, fostered educa-
tional excellence and supported educa-
tional opportunities for students. This
year’s recipients are Cynthia
Mendelson and the Community School
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

Mrs. Mendelson has served as Coor-

which include Adult Education Assis-
tant Diane Camera, who worked in that
position for 10 years, and Community
School secretary since 1993, Frances
Loenker.

In the 1960s and 1970s, the Adult
School was administered by the
district’s School Business Administra-
tors Michael Kirk and Frank Hicks.
During the following 10 years, educa-
tional professionals were appointed to
lead adult and community education.

Ginny Mennuti and the late Bill
Gianakis expanded and directed the
Adult School offerings. Selma
Kaufman began children’s enrichment

dinator of Continuing and Community
Education in our district for adults and
young people that continue to attract
large numbers of participants. She was
also one of the founders of the Educa-
tion Enrichment Foundation.

Mrs. Mendelson accepted the sec-
ond Service to Education Award on
behalf of the Community School of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood. The Commu-
nity School is four-years-old. In 1997,
it replaced the SP-F Adult School that
served local residents since 1955. The
Community School is sponsored by
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education and provides youngsters and
adults with opportunities to pursue life-
long learning.

Mrs. Mendelson recognized her staff

with Science Saturdays and the first
Creative Summer Workshops.

Mrs. Mendelson thanked former
Superintendent Robert Howlett, who
endorsed her in 1985 as the Coordina-
tor of Continuing and Community
Education, as well as Superintendent
Dr. Carol B. Choye, whose strategic
planning initiative led to the unfold-
ing of the concept of a community
school.

The current Community School Ad-
visory Council members are: Dr. David
Heisey, The Reverend Kenneth Hetzel,
Sally Hogan, Leland McGee, Kathleen
Meyer, The Reverend John Neilson,
Vicki Parker, Lance Porter, Barbara
Prestridge, Dr. Kathleen Regan, Miriam
Silverman and Joan Suter.

www.goleader.com!
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egates.
Mrs. Walsh also said she would

look to re-work the state formulas on
income eligibility limits for programs
available for senior citizens as well
as developing a strong Patients’ Bill
of Rights.

She said she was keeping a pledge
to Republicans that she was candi-
date for the Assembly seat held by
Mr. Bagger, not that of Mr.
Augustine’s.

Mr. Spera, a computer industry
executive and Scotch Plains home-
owner for over 30 years, has said he
would be a full-time legislator if
elected. Due to contractual obliga-
tions he announced that he would
not be able to serve in Trenton until
January, thus he withdrew from the
battle for the Assembly vacancy.

“I think I have a great balance
between being a businessman with
the private sector and also my gov-
ernment experience,” Mr. Spera told
delegates. He has listed property tax
and education reform, as well as
protecting the surburban character
of 22nd district as his chief cam-
paign issues.

The deadline for candidates to file
for the June Primary is Tuesday,
April 12. On the Democrat side,
former Westfield Mayor Thomas C.
Jardim and J. Brooke Hern of New
Providence, who was a candidate in
the Democratic Primary for the Sev-
enth Congressional seat last spring,
are among those said to be eyeing a
run in the 22nd Legislative District.

The district currently includes 17
towns spread across Union,
Middlesex, Somerset and Morris
counties.

Acting Governor DiFrancesco,
who stopped in during the election,
said the new map of legislative
districts based on 2000 Census num-
bers, should be completed this
week.

Kean Beats Denny In Race
To Fill Assembly Vacancy

EXPLORING NEW SKILLS…Students at School One Elementary in Scotch
Plains are exploring new interests in an after-school program organized by
parents and volunteers from the community. The program, entitled Beyond
School Explorers, offers such classes as Everyday Science, Macramé, and Irish
Dancing. Pictured, left to right, are: seated, Marianna Caruso-Gilbert, Claire
Muirhead, Samantha Bush; standing, Nicole Danik, Sarah Van Buskirk, Jackie
Mains, and teacher Andrea Meyer. The students participate in the American
Girls class, which is based on the popular book series and doll collection.
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Sun Tavern
Banquet Room
part of the board’s memorialization
of its resolution acknowledging ap-
proval of the subdivision applica-
tion.

The board also gave its nod to
an application by Dan and Cathy
Prelusky of 132 Vinton Circle to
erect a single-story family room,
measuring 12 feet by 24 feet, on
the northeast side of their home.
A bulk variance was needed be-
cause the proposed side yard set-
back, with an overhang, is 5.5
feet, while the permitted distance
is 10 feet.

Finally, John Kazimerkiewicz of
72 Shady Lane received the board’s
green light to enclose an existing
backyard patio area for year-round
use. Mr. Kazimerkiewicz required a
bulk variance because the proposed
rear yard setback is 23 feet, while the
permitted distance is 25 feet.


