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Concepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtBenefit Dinner Planned
To Aid Playground Committee

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Play-
ground Committee of Brunner Elemen-
tary School has announced that a Beef-
steak Dinner will be held on Friday,
May 4, to help raise funds for the
benefit of the school’s playground.

“In order to purchase the much-
needed equipment to enhance our play-
ground for all age groups, it is neces-
sary for us to do major fundraising,”
noted Committee Chairperson Pam
Barone. “And what better way than to
kick it off with an evening out for the
parents?” she asked.

The Beefsteak Dinner will be held
from 8 p.m. to midnight at the Italian-
American Hall in Scotch Plains. The

“all you can eat” meal will include filet
of beef on French bread, steak fries,
salad, coffee and dessert. Soda will
also be provided.

Live music will be performed by
“Second Chance.” Raffles for gift bas-
kets, many of which have been do-
nated by local merchants, will be held.
A 50/50 raffle is also planned.

Tickets are $30 per person and tables
of 10 may be reserved in advance with
full payment. For ticket information,
please call Laura Loshiavo at (908)
889-0114.

To help the Playground Committee
by providing a private donation, please
call Ms. Barone at (908) 889-6331.

REGAL DANCING…To celebrate their thematic unit of England, the Kinder-
gartners in Joellen Surace’s class at McKinley Elementary School in Westfield
danced the minuet, performed the changing of the guard at Buckingham Palace,
dramatized King Bidgoods in the bathtub and served tea for their parents.

Union County FFA Members
Attend State Conference

SCOTCH PLAINS—Five mem-
bers of the Horticulture Program at
Union County Vocational-Technical
High School recently were selected
to attend a national conference on
building leadership skills.

The students attended the Ad-
vanced Leadership Development
Conference sponsored by the Na-
tional FFA on Friday, March 9, at
Cook College Student Center on the
Rutgers University campus in New
Brunswick.

The one-day national conference,
whose theme this year was “Get in
the Game,” was designed to help
students hone their leadership and
critical thinking skills. The confer-
ence also emphasized the need for
students to stay active in their com-
munity and to pursue volunteer work.

Junior and senior high school stu-
dents who attended the conference
also spent the day discussing and
developing career exploration, lead-
ership and communication skills.

The Union County Vo-Tech FFA
members who attended the confer-
ence are Adrianna Aragona of Lin-
den, Niya Lassiter of Rahway,
Charmaine Walden of Plainfield, Jes-
sica Messina of Roselle, and Zack
Harris of Hillside. Their advisor is
Bonnie Baldasare of Westfield.

The FFA is a national organization
of more than 450,000 members pre-
paring for leadership and careers in
science, business and agriculture
technology. The FFA mission is to

make a positive difference in the
lives of students by developing their
potential for premier leadership, per-
sonal growth and career success
through agricultural education.

Intermediate Teacher Award
Nominations Due April 16

WESTFIELD — The Optimist
Club of Westfield has announced the
deadline for receipt of nominations
for the fourth annual Intermediate
School Outstanding Teacher Award
is Monday, April 16.

Two intermediate school teachers
– one from Edison and one from
Roosevelt Intermediate Schools –
will be chosen to receive the award
on Wednesday, May 9.

Nominations should specify ways
in which the teacher has demon-
strated outstanding teaching, inter-
est in children and continued pursuit
of professional growth. The nomi-
nee must be a full-time teacher in the
Westfield Public Schools in grades
6-8 for a minimum of five years.

Students, parents and staff are en-
couraged to submit nomination let-
ters to: Outstanding Teacher Award
Committee of the Optimist Club of
Westfield, President Howard Trickey,
803 Dorian Road, Westfield, 07090.

According to Dr. William J. Foley,
Superintendent of Schools, “The Out-
standing Teacher Award gives de-
serving credit to our intermediate
school teachers who are dedicated to
providing an educationally stimulat-
ing and supporting environment dur-
ing the critical stage of adolescence.”

The recipients of the first Outstand-
ing Teacher Award in 1998 were retir-
ing Social Studies teacher, Frank
Nolde, of Roosevelt School and Rob-
ert Sanders, Special Education teacher
at Edison School. The 1999 award
winners were Walter Buda, Social
Studies teacher/supervisor at Edison
and Roosevelt; and Lynne Gerber,
Spanish teacher at Roosevelt School.

The winners in 2000 were Thomas
Reynolds, Industrial Arts/Technol-
ogy at Roosevelt and David Shapiro,

Instrumental Music teacher at Edison.
The Optimist award joins other

annual recognitions designated for
Westfield teachers, including the
Rotary Club’s Philhower Fellowship
presented to an elementary teacher
and the following awards created for
Westfield High School staff: The
Robert and Linda Foose Memorial
Award for Excellence in Education,
the Distinguished Teacher Award and
the Westfield High School Parent-
Teacher Council Organization
Teacher of the Year Award.

Westfield School Budget
Information Available

On TV-36 and Web Site
WESTFIELD -- The Westfield

Board of Education announced that
an informational segment on the pro-
posed 2001-02 school budget can be
seen daily on TV-36.

Narrated by Board President
Darielle Walsh, the 15-minute pro-
gram includes footage of students
and teachers demonstrating the im-
portance of maintaining and updat-
ing educational programs.

Explanations of the budget are
supported by visual charts and im-
portant statistics.

"We feel that it is particularly im-
portant to explain the 2001-02 bud-
get to the public," noted Mrs. Walsh.
"On April 17, voters will be asked to
decide on two questions for our one
complete budget.  Our TV presenta-
tion gives us the ability to explain the
budget to our TV36 viewers in the
comfort of their homes.”

Information on the proposed 2001-
2002 budget is also available on the
www.westfieldnj.com Web site.

HANDS-ON SCIENCE…Leslie Streit, instructor for the Optimist Club’s
hands-on science program in Westfield, observes the robotics entry of Ian
Kuhn, left, and Alex Luzzi. The class also experiments in chemistry, physics,
and life sciences. Each year, the Optimist Club of Westfield runs this program
from February to April.

Westfield Public Schools
To Close Monday, April 16

WESTFIELD — The Westfield Pub-
lic Schools will be closed for students and
teachers on Monday, April 16, if another
“emergency closing” day is not needed.

The sixteenth of April follows a previ-
ous week of spring break for the district
schools which begins April 9. The school
closing is in accordance with the 2000-
2001 school calendar adopted by the
Westfield Board of Education.

VOLUNTEER…Soroptimist Interna-
tional of The Greater Westfield Area
will present Lindsey S. Davis with its
Violet Richardson Award, which hon-
ors young women for volunteer ac-
tion, on Wednesday, April 25, at 6:30
p.m. at L’Affaire. Lindsey, 17, is a
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
senior. She will receive a $500 cash
award at the ceremony. Lindsey is an
active volunteer and Vice President of
Students Concerned For the Needy, a
non-profit, student-run organization.
She has been selected by District I as
their honoree and has advanced to the
North Atlantic Region (NAR) level
where she will receive a $1,000 Violet
Richardson Award. In addition, a
$1,000 award will be contributed in
honor of this winner to her volunteer
organization. The NAR awards lun-
cheon will take place on Saturday,
April 7, in Hershey, Pa. Lenore Scurry,
President of Soroptimist International
of the Greater Westfield Area, stated
that she is very pleased to bestow this
honor to Lindsey and have her repre-
sent the club.

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

The Myths of Dating Violence:
It’s A Boy Thing Too

By STEVEN KRAKAUER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

You walk by a couple in the mall. You
see one person yelling at the other for
being late, and cursing loudly at them.
Next, that person raises their fist and
nails the victim across the face.

Now quick, what genders were the
people in the story. Did the female just
get hit? Was the male the aggressor? Of
course these are the stereotypical
thoughts that materialize in your head.
This is what society has trained us to
believe. When it comes to dating vio-
lence, the females are the victims, hands-
down.

While this is most often the case, it is
not the only case. An article published in
the October 14, 2000 issue of Science
News Online found that after data analy-
sis combining 82 studies, excluding mur-
der and sexual assault, women are more
likely than men to commit at least one
aggressive act against a partner. Also,
another study from CUNY (City Univer-
sity of New York) showed that one out of
every 10 rapes pose males as the victims.

Regardless of percentages, awareness
is the true first step to recovery.

The health curriculum for Westfield
High School (WHS) leaves how to teach
dating violence and rape basically up to the
teacher’s discretion. Using categories such
as “gender harassment/date rape” and
“mutual understanding and respect,” a
teacher must make their own decision on
how to approach such topics. They may
choose to disregard the teachings of vio-
lent acts aimed towards males.

That’s not to say they shouldn’t dis-
cuss this topic; in fact, health teachers
have a moral and social obligation to
discuss the violent acts (physical, men-
tal, and emotional) aimed towards males
in relationships. Without proper educa-

tion, males will continue to suffer from
repressed emotions and incidents will
most likely go unreported. According to
the CUNY test, men are 12 percent more
likely to not report the incident.

Recently, I joined other Westfield stu-
dents and attended a seminar entitled,
“Playing the Dating Game Safely: Pre-
vention of Teen Dating Abuse.”

This seminar, which was held at the
Jewish Community Center in Scotch
Plains, was a free discussion on how to
prevent dating violence. The seminar was
led by a group of experts who presented
statistics and situations on the topic. One
statistic that the seminar leader was bent
on grinding into the audience’s head was
that 75 percent of teenage violent acts in
New Jersey are against women.

The seminar brilliantly exposed many
helpful points to the audience, but failed
to focus on one major topic: men as
victims. During the questioning period,
various men and women brought up con-
cerns about the absence of discussion
about men as victims. The experts kept
stressing to “look at the numbers,” refer-
ring to the 75 percent. They ignored the
obvious observation: 25 percent of teen-
age violent acts are aimed at males.

On top of this large number, the experts
only point about violence against men
was that men are less likely to report the
incident. That means more than one in
four violent acts are directed at men; a
stunningly high number, and too high to
leave out of a two-hour-long seminar.

This is not only a mere rant; this is an
absolute problem. From the CUNY study,
Nathan W. Pino wrote, “To neglect the
study of male rape and rape reporting
behavior is to uphold the stereotype that
men cannot be rape victims. If rape
research continues to ignore male rape
victims, rape will not be completely
understood for either gender.”

The problem is local as well. Many
teachers believe the traditional stereotype
of “women as the victim.” An anonymous
WHS teacher said, “I would imagine that
some (teachers only see men as abusers),
but not because they are health teachers,
instead because they are people. I think
people stereotype men as the abusers, at
least in terms of physical abuse.”

Education leads to acceptance. We
must learn to help those in need, regard-
less of gender.

For more information on this topic,
please contact Susan Kolesar of WHS at
skolesar@westfieldnj.com. I know from
experience that she is extremely knowl-
edgeable and objective, and presents
information with lucid purpose while
maintaining impartiality of gender.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:12-9, you are hereby advised of the
following procedure to be used in the

 SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION on April 17th, 2001.

(1) any person attempting to vote may be challenged by a
candidate, by the duly authorized challenger for a candidate or a public
question, or by a member of the district board of elections, because the
challenger or board member has good cause to believe that the voter is
not entitled to vote;

(2) members of the district board and all duly authorized
challengers are prohibited from challenging, delaying or preventing the
right to vote of any person because of that person’s race, color, national
origin, expected manner of casting a vote or residence in a particular
ward, housing complex or section of a municipality or county;

(3) a person who is challenged may seek to establish his or her
right to vote by swearing out and signing an affidavit attesting to the
voter’s qualifications and/or providing a suitable identifying document
for inspection which may be--but is not limited to--the following: a
valid New Jersey Driver’s License, a sample ballot with the voter’s
name and address, an official Federal. State, County or Municipal
document, a utility or telephone bill or tax or rent receipt dated--- or a
piece of mail postmarked on or after the 60th day before the election; a
copy of the affidavit shall be given to the challenged voter; the district
board shall determine the validity of the challenge by voting on it
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:15-24;

(4) any person who is challenged by a duly authorized
challenger or by a member of the district board of election” may seek
to establish his or her right to vote by swearing out and signing the
affidavit and/or providing the proof described in Paragraph (3) above;
the district board shall determine the validity of the challenge by voting
on it pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:15-24;

(5) any challenger who succeeds in denying a voter the right
to vote must sign an affidavit stating the reason why the voter i” not
entitled to vote and must furnish a copy of the affidavit to the chal-
lenged voter; the district board may, in its discretion, require that
the challenger affidavit be signed when the challenge i” made;

(6) any person who is denied the right to vote by reason of
a successful challenge made at the polls may seek permission to
vote by going before a Superior Court Judge at

UNION COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS.
to seek a court order allowing that person to vote; the applicant should
take copies of any affidavits given to him or to her at the polls and any
proof submitted at the polls in support of that person’s right to vote;

(7) forms to register complaints about the conduct of an
election shall be available at each polling place in the county.

Further information can be obtained from the Union County Board of
Elections by calling (908) 527-4123.

PUBLIC NOTICE TO
ALL REGISTERED VOTERS

of UNION COUNTY

JUNE S. FISCHER,
MARY ELLEN HARRIS,

TERESA M. HALE,
JOHN DeSIMONE,

CHAIRPERSON
SECRETARY & COMMISSIONER
MEMBER
MEMBER

Shorrock and Fuller
To Compete Tomorrow

In Geographic Bee
AREA – Students from the area will

compete in the state-level competi-
tions of the National Geographic Bee
tomorrow, Friday, April 6.

Daniel C. Shorrock, a sixth grader at
Edison Intermediate School in
Westfield and Jonathan C. Fuller, a
sixth grader at Columbia Middle
School in Berkeley Heights have both
qualified for the event.

The state bees are the second level
of the National Geographic Bee, which
began last December with contests in
nearly 18,000 schools across the coun-
try. As many as 100 students in each
state, who won their school bees and
then earned a top score on a written
exam prepared by the society, will
compete tomorrow.

Each state winner will receive $100
and other prizes, along with an all-
expense paid trip to Washington with
a teacher escort for the finals on Tues-
day and Wednesday, May 22 and 23.

MOUNTAINSIDE – Junior Achieve-
ment (JA) of Union County, serving
Union, Middlesex and Somerset coun-
ties, turns 50-years-old this year.

To celebrate, JA of Union County
will hold a dinner on Thursday, April 5,
at L’Affaire.

For ticket information, please call
Richard Day, Executive Director, at
(908) 789-7605.

Locally, JA offers programs in grades
kindergarten through 12. Last year, Jun-
ior Achievement of Union County was
the second fastest growing franchise in
the United States. This year, JA will
teach over 600 classes and reach over
15,000 pupils in Union, Middlesex and
Somerset counties.

Park Middle School Pupils
Recreate Rain Forest

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Tuesday,
March 13, students of “Team 6B” at
Park Middle School in Scotch Plains
transformed the halls of the school
into a rain forest of the tropics.

With the assistance of their geog-
raphy teacher Ginny Boris, the sixth
graders crafted a canopy of leaves
above trees bearing monkeys and
parrots perched atop their branches.

While beautifying the halls, the
project also raised money to donate
to the Nature Conservancy to be used
to curb the destruction of the tropical
rain forests.

Generous benefactors donated $1
for each leaf, $5 for each parrot, and
$10 for each monkey. A total of
$2,092.12 was raised.

Parents and students gathered that
evening to display projects related to
the rain forests. Topics included the
geography of the area, its people,
insects, reptiles, mammals and plants.
A video describing the rain forest
was also available for all to enjoy.

Providence College
Posts Fall Dean’s List
AREA – Westfield residents Melissa

Francz, Natalie Orsini, Maria McGinley,
Christine Genova, and Scotch Plains resi-
dents Jessica Rodino, Thomas Werner
and Thomas Klock earned Dean’s List
status for the fall 2000 semester at Provi-
dence College in Providence, R.I.

Melissa Francz and Thomas Werner
are majoring in English, Natalie is focus-
ing on education/special education at the
elementary level, Maria and Christine
are undeclared, and Jessica is majoring
in business economics.

Union County’s
 Junior Achievement
Celebrates 50 Years

1063 Route 1
732-634-8000

AVENEL

615 Central Ave.
908-928-0800

WESTFIELD

• REDUCE COOLING BILLS BY UP TO 50%
• AVOID MID-SEASON BREAKDOWNS
• OFFER EXPIRES 4/14/01

Since 1947

CALL TODAY OR
VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS

OVER 100,000 INSTALLATIONS

* YORK + UTILITY REBATES ON A COMBINATION
   PURCHASE OF HEATING AND COOLING SYSTEM.

Plus...GET UP TO $1200
IN REBATES!*
NO PAYMENTS OR INTEREST
FOR 12 MOS.!

PRE-SEASON

AIR CONDITIONING
SALE!
BIG SAVINGS NOW!

LEFTOVER
FURNACES

DRASTICALLY
REDUCED!
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(908) 654-0110
Résumés Accepted From State Certified Teachers

• Classes Daily
• 4 - 8 Students Per Class
• All Teachers State Certified
  & Experienced

• Gifted & Talented

• Remedial

• Enrichment

• Summer Programs
• Private Tutoring - All Subjects
  - All Levels
• Call Now For Brochure

Elaine C. Sigal
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