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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — With less
than two weeks to go before Election
Day, the three-way contest for two
Scotch Plains seats on the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
has been a quiet one.

As part of its ongoing coverage of
the campaign, The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood asked Scotch Plains
candidates Craig Nowlin, Lance Por-
ter (incumbent) and Peter Tripet,
along with Pat Hoynes-O’Connor,
who is running unopposed for the
Fanwood seat, where they see room
for improvement in the workings of
the board.

Ms. Hoynes-O’Connor stated,
“Much of the board operation is dic-
tated by policy, but it appears to me
that their organization is effective
with committees reporting findings
to the larger group where decisions
are made.”

“Improvements can be made in the
area of time management,” said Mr.
Porter, who is concluding his first
term on the board. “Some meetings
are too long. Things that are dis-
cussed in committee work do not
always have to be rehashed again
during board meetings in the interest
of time. Another area of improve-
ment is to find better ways to com-
municate with the public, especially
on hot bed items. The newspaper and
the Internet have helped, but infor-

How The WaterFall® Gutter Guard System
Can KeepYouOut Of The Gutter.

Forget about clogged, overflowing, and sagging gutters. Get The WaterFall® Gutter Guard System. 
It’s scientifically engineered to shed leaves and debris, and it’s made from rigid PVC to stand up 
to years of weather and use. Ask for The WaterFall from any of 
these Certified Professional Installers. It will keep you out of the gutter.

The WaterFall® Gutter Guard System. 
Save $100 On Installation Now! Free Estimates!

Call 1-800-200-6121.
Minimum installation of 100 feet by one of 
our Certified Installers. Offer ends 12/31/01.
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CANDIDATES SUPPORT THE BUDGET…Westfield Board of Education
candidates, from left to right, Lisa Alter, Rich Solomon, and Ginny Leiz, met
Sunday to pledge their joint support for the school budget. They urged
Westfield voters to support both questions. Polls are open on Tuesday, April
17, from 2 to 9 p.m.

BOE Candidates Explain How They
Would Enhance Workings of Board

mation dissemination to the public is
still lacking.”

Mr. Nowlin is impressed by the
workings of the current board.

“Members seem to be concerned,
passionate and intelligent in their
discussions and decisions,” said Mr.
Nowlin, who would, however, like to
see public input and board discus-
sion enhanced.

“The opportunity for the public to
ask questions and give input has im-
proved tremendously over the years,”
he said. “There are usually two op-
portunities for public input at every
board meeting. BOE meetings are
shown multiple times on Channel
34/35, and board members’ e-mail
addresses have been added to the
district Web site. I would like to add
some type of bulletin board on a Web
site that would give every resident
the opportunity to not only give their
opinion, but interact with others on
various issues.”

On the issue of board discussion,
Mr. Nowlin would like to see more of
it.

“I realize that some topics are dis-
cussed by the board in private,” he
said, “but it seems that many issues
get too little public discussion and
would benefit from a more open,
robust, ‘round-table’ type discussion
from the board.”

He referred specifically to a Thurs-
day, March 22, meeting discussion,
which centered around the appropri-

ateness of certain classroom materi-
als and field trip rules and regula-
tions.

“Both topics were discussed at
length, and many opinions expressed
by each board member so that the
public had a good understanding of
where each board member stood on
the issue,” said Mr. Nowlin.

In response to the question, Mr.
Tripet said only, “I do not see room
for improvement at the current time
on the BOE.”

The Times also asked the candi-
dates if there were any areas within
the curriculum they would like to see
changed or enhanced in some way.

“The academic program is very
good as is, but data from standard
tests must be used to design initia-
tives for student academic improve-
ment,” said Mr. Porter. “Emphasis
should not only be placed on future
students, but also on the actual stu-
dents that show signs of having dif-
ficulty.”

“I’d always like to see the bar
raised and I know there are areas for
improvement,” said Ms. Hoynes-
O’Connor. “Although the cyclical
review program keeps our curricu-
lum fairly current, I think it’s impor-
tant to be flexible, to respond to and
analyze concerns, and make changes
when warranted. I’d love to see a
well-developed summer reading pro-
gram through all the grades and hope
I can help make that happen.”

That being said, Ms. Hoynes-
O’Connor is more concerned about
the delivery of program. “My con-
cerns center on in-class supports for
teachers with great diversity in their
classrooms,” she said. “I think it’s
unrealistic to expect a lone instruc-
tor to address a wide diversity of
abilities without negative impact on
the group as a whole. I know that, in
many cases, support is offered, but I
think we may fall short in this area,
and I suspect it’s largely a budget
issue.”

She also spoke to the dearth of
substitute teachers. “While there are
many advantages to having a young
workforce, there is the likelihood of
teachers needing maternity leave,
and a higher need for professional
development absences as well,” con-
tinued Ms. Hoynes-O’Connor.

“While the sagging economy may
produce a change in this area, years
of low unemployment have left few
individuals interested in becoming
substitute teachers. Particularly not
those qualified to fill long-term ab-
sences. Again, I think budget drives
this issue, so I fear the substitute
teacher problem will continue.”

More Letters to the Editor

Federal Bill Would Reduce Reliance
Of Local Taxes to Fund Spec. Education

Here Are Some
Observations

On Parking Issue
I have been sitting on the sidelines,

listening to the pros and cons of the
parking garage issue.

Here are some of the things I have
heard.

We have a wonderful “small town”
that is maxed out. Very few building lots
– crowded schools – streets in need of
repair – parking problems – a thriving
“downtown” with very little room to
expand.

In spite of this, we are trying to ex-
pand by building parking garages. And
another bureaucracy.

Many are concerned with “commer-
cial sprawl.” Others want to leave
Westfield the way it is. Just “fine tune”
and improve our existing resources to
get the most out of what we have.

Perhaps we should be thinking about
zero growth.

Dexter Force
Westfield

Editor’s note: The following letter
was signed by the Presidents of the fol-
lowing Parent-Teacher Association in
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood school sys-
tem: Mary Ball Cappio, Marianne
Devlin, Barbara Leighton, Rose
Hubbard, Jacky Roshansky, Norell
Baines, Caroline Shuster, Karen
Benovengo and Liz Murad. The letter
was addressed to parents of children in
the school system.

*  *  *  *  *
On April 17, you decide whether to

pass a school budget with a substantial
increase. Although the school board has
worked hard to minimize costs, there are
three areas of high growth over which
we have little control. Skyrocketing en-
ergy costs, growing health benefit fees
and burgeoning special education costs.
Our community has demonstrated its
commitment to education by regularly
passing school budgets, but the ques-
tion, but the question must be raised,
how do we control soaring costs?

We believe that ending the state’s reli-
ance on property taxes for special education
funding will bring us significant relief.

Special education services must be
provided to all students in need from age
3 to 21. Services often top $50,000 per
student, to say nothing of therapy costs,
special aides and transportation. Last
year, our district spent $8.5 million for
these services and were reimbursed for
only $2.5 million.

In the past, you have joined parents
throughout the state to lobby our repre-
sentatives for fair school financing leg-
islation and support of school construc-
tion projects. Building on those past
successes, we hope you will join in an
effort to secure full funding for govern-
ment mandated special education costs.

The pinch is being felt in school dis-
tricts throughout New Jersey. It is time
for Washington and Trenton to support
the state-mandated commitment to spe-
cial education and stop relying on prop-
erty taxpayers to carry the burden.

At the federal level, the Individuals
With Disabilities Education Act (IDEA),
commits to 40 percent funding on costs
associated with the education of chil-
dren with disabilities. Last year only 13
percent was actually funded. Our repre-
sentatives avoid spending real dollars by
“authorizing appropriations.” They vote
a hearty “yes” on the concept, but com-
mit no cash, leaving that to property
taxpayers. Senate Bill No. 466 and the

House resolution seeks to achieve man-
datory funding of 40 percent of costs.

Trenton shortchanges us as well. Be-
cause the state identifies SP-F as a “rich”
district we receive less than 10 percent
in aid for our schools, while “special
needs” districts receive 90 percent. Your
income taxes pay this aid. We believe
that all districts should be reimbursed
for special education costs. No district
should have special - and regular-ed
programs competing for the shrinking
dollar. Yes, it will mean higher income
taxes for everyone, but that increase
would be overshadowed by the property
tax relief we would realize.

These legislative efforts are our surest
way to secure significant property tax
relief and bring stability to the school
budget process.

Dorothy Lusk
President

Scotch Plains-Fanwood PTA
Council

Constructive Criticism Welcomed
By Revitalization Coordinator

Jack L. Cohen suggests in his letter to
the editor in the March 22 issue of The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood that
Mayor Jung should address “our plethora
of central business district.” Webster
defines plethora as a bodily condition
characterized by an excess of blood and
marked by turgescence and a florid com-
plexion – superfluity, excess. Mr. Cohen
is correct. Mayor Jung and the current
council have breathed new blood into
our downtown.

The current merchants and visionary
property owners have not only addressed
snow and debris removal, but also have
begun the process of our downtown revi-
talization master plan beginning with
newly laid sidewalks, pavers and “The
Fanwood Lamp.” This winter was espe-
cially troubling with heavy and often
accumulation of the powdery white stuff;
however, landlords and Public Works
did their best to make safe passage for
pedestrians and shoppers.

Mr. Cohen has been invited and has
been part of dining room coffee klatches
at my home and has met with the mayor
and Council President Joel Whitaker
and other public spirited citizens to dis-
cuss concerns about our downtown.

Our monthly Downtown Revitaliza-

tion Committee and Business and Pro-
fessional Association meetings are
widely publicized and Mr. Cohen is
welcome to attend all of these to share
his constructive criticism.

Clayton S. Pierce
Downtown Revitalization Committee

Fanwood

Imposing Safety Rules
On Guns Would Help

Protect Against Violence
Shootings at Columbine High School,

Santee High School and a Roman Catho-
lic school in Pennsylvania by a 13-year-
old girl seem far removed from
Westfield. Guns are available every-
where in this country not excluding
Westfield.

There is one gun for every man, woman
and child in this country, yet the major-
ity of Americans favor measures to re-
duce the accessibility of guns.

For the sake of our children and grand-
children, we must be here to protect
them in every way we can. We hope the
new President will take steps to close the
gun-show loophole and other steps to
reduce gun violence such as imposing
consumer product safety standards on
guns just as they exist on toys.

Please help us avoid a tragedy before it
happens here or in our neighboring com-
munities. For more information about
joining the effort to reduce gun violence
in America, call (908) 233-3664.

Rosemarie Dazzo
Million Mom March

Union County

Reader Explains That Mad Cow Is
Not Hoof-and-Mouth Disease

I read with disbelief Ms. LePoidevin’s
Pen & Ink Column on “Mad Cow Dis-
ease”. First, I could not believe that this
was being published in the Arts and
Entertainment section of the Leader, the
topic is certainly neither, and second, I
could not understand how anyone could
get the facts so wrong! As a biochemist,
I am not involved in research into trans-
missible spongiform encephalopathies,
but I do know people who are.

In her first paragraph she has con-
fused Bovine Spongiform Encephalopa-
thy (BSE; “Mad Cow”) with Creutzfeldt-
Jakob Disease (CJD). The condition in
humans is known as nvCJD (new varient
CJD) to distinguish it from the rare, but
naturally occurring disease in humans.
The Canadian case is not CJD, but BSE
in an animal that was imported to Canada.

She is wrong about the FDA allowing the
inclusion of infected blood into cattle feed.

She is wrong when she says in the 5th
paragraph that “Ever since reports spread
about mad cow, travelers have been
forced to have their shoes sterilized and
their persons examined to assay (sic)
any fear that the disease would come to
the states.”  She is confusing BSE, a
prion disease, with Foot and Mouth Dis-
ease (FMD), an easily transmitted viral
disease that has recently struck the United
Kingdom and Europe.

All of this information is readily avail-
able in scientific journals, newspapers,
magazines, as well as the Web. In the

United States, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (www.cdc.gov),
in the United Kingdom, the Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(www.maff.gov.uk), and the World
Health Organization (www.who.int) are
sites that provide current, accurate in-
formation that is readily available to all.

The Leader should publish a retrac-
tion of this story and keep its reporters in
their field of expertise.

Jeffrey Messing

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 2pm
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Phone - (908) 232-4407
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1906 Bartle Avenue, Scotch Plains

For our complete editorial policies
request a copy of our Policy Guide

Submittal Formats
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J.A. Coles PTA
Endorses Budget

At our March 19th meeting, the J.A.
Coles PTA Executive Board voted unani-
mously to endorse the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education budget for
the 2001-2002 school year.

We do realize the financial implications
of the budget especially in lieu of just
passing the bond referendum. After re-
viewing the budget with a member of the
board it was made clear that most of the
budget is going to fixed costs like salaries,
benefits, special education and transporta-
tion. Other monies are going for new
teachers needed for the increased roll of
students, as well as upkeep of musical
instruments and purchases of much-needed
new ones. We have a wonderful district
music program. Please let’s support it.

We urge all residents of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood to go to their polling places
on Tuesday, April 17, from 2 to 9 p.m.
and vote to support the budget, allowing
our children to continue to receive the
fine education the district is known for.

Sue Spirko
J.A. School PTA

Scotch Plains


